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HENE VER we meet with an intelligent 
or ſuperior Character, we naturally feel a 


With again to fall into his Company, to liſten to 
his Converſation, to obſerve his Manners, and to 


improve our Acquaintance with him; yet this 
natural Curioſity is ſeldom gratified to the Extent 
of our Wiſhes. The Differences of Ages, of 
Places, and of Ranks, muſt limit the Acquaintance 
of Man. Every Situation has its Duties to be 


performed. This rational Curioſity, which per- 


ſonal Intimacy cannot often gratify, Biography 
may ſupply in a Degree; and it is one of the 
moſt pleaſing and uſeful Labours of a Biographer 


to trace the Opening of Genius, to purſue the 


Progreſs of Learning, to obſerve the Formation 


of ſuperior Habits of Piety and Benevolence. 
"a 


Vor. I, Perhaps 
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i! 1 Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
Perhaps few Men were ever better known by 


| their Writings, or leſs known in the common 
| Circles of Society, than the Rev. James Hervey, 
| the Subject of theſe Memoirs: at all Times he 
was ſtudious and contemplative ; generally he was 
ſequeſtered in a Country Village, and often he 
was confined by Sickneſs and great Languor. He 
had no Taſte for the Amuſement, or the Converſe 
of the Generality of. the World. The particular 
| Events of his Life were not diverſified with much 
Il Variety of Circumſtances, but the 'Temper of the 
Man, the Courſe of his Studies, the Bent of his 
Mind, and the Benevolence of his Heart, exhibit 
a moſt uſeful Leſſon, and may be partly diſcovered 
in his various Works. 


He was born February 14, 1714, at Harding- 
fone, a Village near Northampton, where the 
Family had reſided ſome Time. His. Father was 
Rector of Neſton Favell and Collmgtree, both in 
that Neighbourhood. The Herveys were an antient 

and opulent Family in that County; formerly 
having large Poſſeſſions at Hardingſtone and at 
Feſton : an Anceſtor of their's had been a Judge, 
and Mr. Hervey's Great Grandfather repreſented 
the Town of Northampton in Parliament. Mr. 
1 Hervey bad the peculiar Advantage, which 
never can be too much valued, of being deſcended 
from a pious and reſpectable Family. 
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He had two Brothers and three Siſters. His 
Brothers ſettled in London, and deſerved the Cha- 
racters of reſpectable Tradeſmen: one was a Packer, 


whom be attended in his laſt Illneſs; the other 


was a Wine Merchant, who ſurvived him many 

Vears. His Mother ſuperintended the firſt Part 
of his Education, and taught him to read. At 
ſeven Years of Age he was ſent with his Brothet 
to the Free Grammar School at Northampton, of 
which the Rev. Mr. Clare, Vicar of Si. Sepulchre's, 
in that Town, was the Maſter. - 

In the common Routine of a School Education 
the Marks of future Genius may be entirely over- 
looked; or moſt probably they have no Ways diſ- 
covered themſelves ; like beautiful Flowers which 
do not open till late in the Spring or Summer. 
Boys are more like to each '6ther than Men. A 


Lad may be thou ghtleſs or idle, who hereafter 


ſhall appear in a very different Light. The ſu- 
perior Mind may not be diſcovered, without im- 
peaching the Maſter's Judgment, or imputing it 
to the mean Motives of Jealoufy and Envy. 

With a common Share of School Learning, 
with but little Knowledge of the World, and 
with general Impreffions of Piety, young Mr. 
Hervey was entered at Lincoln*College, Oxford; the 
Joint- Tutors at that Time were the Rev. Richard 
Hutchins, afterwards Rector of that College; a 


Mair of Abilities, Integrity and Piety, reſerved in 


a 2 his 
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his Manners, but who perplexed the Refinements 
of a ſtrong but not à brilliant Mind with philo- 
ſophical Neceſſity; and called the Attention of 
the Public to the ſuppoſed Fate of Children dying 
in their Infancy, from the Good or the Evil which 
God knew or foreknew they would have done, had 
they been permitted to live. A long Life and a 
placid old Age was the Reward of his Temperance 
and Regularity. : 
For ſome Time Mr. Hervey lived like the Ge- 
nerality of the young Men who come to College ; 
releaſed from the Confinement and Diſcipline of 
School, they are pleaſed with a Liberty which 
they know not how to enjoy, and are entruſted 
with Opportunities. which they are not eager to 
-1mprove. . Without a direct Object before it to 
engage and concentrate its Powers, the youthful 
[ Mind wandefs in the Fields of F ancy, or ſinks in 
* dhe Slumbers of Indolence; the Example and the 
FH Converſation of the Generality of their Superiors 
Is not calculated to excite the Spirit of Emulation, 
1 d0o diffuſe the Charms of Knowledge, or to ad- 
| vance the Cauſe of genuine Piety.  _ 
[i] is other Tutor was the Rev. F. Weſley. Few 
4} 8 Men have ever lived who have cauſed more Con- 
verſation or excite. more Cenſure or Applauſe : 
| but naw the Subject is removed, and the Miſt 
il of Prejudice and the Glare of Partiality are gra- 
| Aal Aying away. Whatever Irregularities or 
AS | Excen- 
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Excentricities might at one Time have marked 
the Conduct or the Writings of Mr. Weſley; yet 
it muſt be allowed, that he poſſeſſed a _ 
 Underſtanding;' acute reaſoning Powers, a clear 
and ſimple Style, a ready Elocution, lively Con- 
verſation, combined with great Activity of Mind 
and remarkable Strength of Conſtitution. In 
Love with a College Life, it is no Wonder that 
he attracted the Notice and encouraged the literary 
Purſuits of young Hervey ; he frequently read and 
converſed with him out of the cuſtomary Hours 
of Lecture; he preſcribed to him a Plan of very 
early riſing and of ſtri& Diſcipline, which would 
not agree with every Conſtitution. 
Without defending every Sentiment which Mr. 
We efley adopted, or vmdicating every Meaſure 
which he purſued, yet it muſt be allowed that 
few Men ever collected together more Knowledge 
or diſplayed more Zeal. 
With ſuch a Character it is no Wonder that 
. Mr. Hervey was much pleaſed; whoſe Converſa- 
tion was calculated to improve and enlarge his 
Mind, whoſe Time was carefully employed, whoſe 
* Temperance was exact, if not ſevere; and whote 
1 Piety was uniform and exemplary.— A Member 
: of the College at that Time has informed me, 
ſt that often when he retired. from the Common 
2 Room at four o Clock in the Morning, Mr. Weſley 
* and Mr. Hervey were up and ſtudying together. 
1 rel a 3 To 
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| vi Memairs of the Life aud Writings 
| To a young Mind the Contraſt muſt have been 
| great between the ſmoaky Atmoſphere of a com- 
1 mon Room, and the quiet Apartments of a Tutor; 
which were marked by n 2 
Temperance and Health. 
At College, Mr. Baue became dy 
attached to Keel s Anatomy, to Durbam's Aſtro 
and Phyſico Theology, and to the Spectacle de la 
=. Nature. He acknowledged much Obligation in 
=Y the Improvement of his Style to Spence's Eſſay on 
Pops's Odyſſey. By theſe Means he laid that 
|| Foundation for a general Knowledge in the vari- 
| ous and wonderful Works of Nature, which he 
afterwards was ſo: ſucceſsful to apply in diſplay- 
ing the Greatneſs of the Author of Nature, and 
Ii! in illuſtrating the Wiſdom of his facred Word. 
About this Time, he attempted to learn the 
Hebrew Language, without any other Help than 
the Weſiminſter Grammar; but the- unexpected 
Difficulties diſcouraged him, and, for a Time, he 
relinquiſhed the Attempt rather than the Inten- 
tion: afterwards he became a Proficient: in that 
antient, if not moſt antient Language, that he 
might thus be better enabled to teach others, and 
to draw e . hs Wells oe Salva- 
tion. 
| The Period. of Ordination, les a new and 
important Character 1s aſſumed, was a Seaſon of 
n ä and — of Prayer and 
ä ſolemn 
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folemn Reſolutions, to fulfil the intereſting Obli- 
gations which he was entering into. Mr. Herugy 


was ordained the 19th of September, 1736, by Dr. 


Potter, then Biſhop of Oxford, when he volun- 
tarily relinquiſhed an Exhibition of £.20 per Aun. 
which he received from College, thinking that 
it would be unjuſt to detain that neceſſary Help 
to defray the academical Expences, which another 
might ſtand in greater Need of. 

At the firſt, he aſſiſted his Father, but . 
wards ſerved the Curacy of Dammer, in the 
County of Hampſbire, which he continued about 
twelve Months. He then paid a Viſit to a Col- 
lege Acquaintance, Paul Orchard, Eſq. ot Stoke 
Abbey, in Devonſhire, a Gentleman of eminent 
Worth and Piety *, to whoſe Son he ſtood Gods 
father, and for whoſe particular Imitation he has 
drawn the Character of his excellent Parent. 
While on a Viſit with Mr. Orchard, he was in- 
duced, for the Enjoyment of ſuch Society, at the 
Requeſt of the Pariſhioners, who approved his 


. Preaching, and at the Appointment of the aged 


and infirm Rector, to, undertake the Curacy of 
Biddeford in that County, at the yearly Salary of 
£.40. As a Mark of their Affection and Eſteem, 
the Congregation of themſelves added £.20 per 


See his Character drawn by Mr. Hervey, Vol, I. p. cciii 


a 4 Annum. 


viz + Memoirs of the Life and Writings 


Annum. Vet this, with ſome ſmall Allowance 
from- Home, was often inadequate to the various 


Claims on his Benevolence; and although he was 


erceedingly temperate and frugal in all his Ex- 
pences, yet he was often obliged to ſtraighten 
1 to ſupply ths more preſſing Wants of 


--In this pleaſing Retreat he faithfully and chear- 


Fully diſcharged his parochial Duties, preaching 


two or Th Times on a Sunday; and on the 
Wedneſday and Friday expounding the Epiſtle and 


_ Goſpel of that Week; the Remainder of his 


Time was ſpent in, enriching his Mind, in im- 
proving his Heart, and in partaking the Pleaſure 


of Chriſtian and ſocial Converſation, which Mr. 


"Hervey was well calculated to improve and to 
bas ac | 

His Character was now forming; and the Impulſe 
of indignant Zeal was ſometimes ſuppreſſed, by 


the Timidity or Modeſty of Youth, when he was 


offended, if not directly inſulted, by profane or 


obſcene Converſation in his Preſence. He enter- 
tained a moſt tender Senſe of the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, and a deep Concern for Men's ſpiritual 
Welfare; therefore he was grieved and dejected 


whenever the Hours of ſocial Intercourſe were 
polluted by obſcene Mirth, or degraded by ſar- 
caſtic. Ridicule on Religion. When a grand 
Characteriſtic and Excellency of Man is abuſed to 


inſult 


© 
f 
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inſult the modeſt Ear, and to confuſe the timid 
and unſuſpicious Female, ſuch Conduct can never 
be too ſeverely condemned; but it demands the 
ſevereſt poſſible Reprehenſion when proceeding 
from Characters whoſe Age, Learning and Pro- 
feſſion, ſhould be a Protection to Modeſty, and 


might reaſonably excite Hopes of Improvement. 


A wiſe Man will prefer the completeſt Solitude 
before Society ſo degraded; a Society from which 
he is glad to eſcape, although amidſt the Sneers 
of the Scoffers; and he reproaches himſelf for 
more than Time loſt; he ſinks in his own Eſteem *. 
Mr. Hervey's Character was ſoon ſo eſtabliſhed for 
Piety, and his Conduct animated with ſuch be- 
coming Zeal, that he was not again likely to be 
offended by meeting with ſuch Converſation. 
Mr. Hervey cultivated Friendſhip as the Means 
of promoting Religion. One of his choiceſt 


Friends at Biddeford was Miſs Fane Burnard, a 


pious and diſtinguiſhed Chriſtian, who died in the 
Flower of her Age, of a lingering Conſumption. 
Mr. H. paid the laſt Reſpe& to her amiable and 
excellent Character, by preaching her Funeral 
Sermon f. | | 

Whilſt reſiding at this Place, he contracted the 


too ſeducing Habit of ſitting up late to purſue his 


beloved Studies : late Hours at Night muſt in- 


See Vol. I. Page 404, 405. f See Vol. IV. Page 200—204. 


* trude 


a Work. 
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trude on the Morning ; and the bright and freſh 
Hours of the opening Day are more favourable to 
Health of Body, and to the Exertions of Mind. 
Knowledge may be purchaſed at too high a Price; 
and, ſurely, to endanger Health, and to under- 
mine a tender Conſtitution, is to forget the great 
Purpoſe of Life, while indulging in a mental In- 
temperance. This Habit was afterwards cor- 


rected. 


On the Death of his Rector in 1742, he left 
the Curacy of B:ddeford; and on a final Separa- 
tion from ſuch a Paſtor, it is but natural to expect, 
that the Regret ſhould be mutual ; particularly 
when he delivered his farewell Sermon. He was 
ſo much approved by the Congregation, that they 
not only requeſted the Rector to permit him to 
continue the Curacy, but they offered to pay the 


Whole of his Salary by voluntary Contribution. 


In this Place he formed the Plan of his Medi- 


tations . From B:ddeford he removed to We/ton- 


Favell, where he officiated as his Father's Curate. 
In the Year 1746, he attracted much general 


Attention by the Publication of his Meditations 


among the Tombs, Reflections on a Flower Garden, 


and a Deſcant on Creation. The Year following 
-produced the ſecond Volume, containing Contem- 


= The Scene of them is laid at Kilkhampton, i in Cormuall ; 


and in a ride to that Place he firſt entertained the Jdea of ſuch 
plations 


Flations on the Night and the Starry Heavens, and 
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a Winter Piece. A particular Account can ſcarce 
be neceſſary of a Work fo generally read and ad- 
mired. Mr. Hervey diſplays great and general 
Knowledge, which he always uſefully applies to 
enlarge the Mind, to elevate the Heart, and to 
promote the pureſt Morality and Devotion. In 

many of his Writings he combines the deſcrip» 
tive Powers of Thom/on with the ſublime * 
tions and moral Energies of Young. 

About the Year 1750, he occaſionally 6400 
in London, at his Brother's, to try the Benefit of 
Change of Air, to be relieved from too ſedentary 
a Life, and to enjoy the Converſe of religious 
Friends. Here he was attacked by a violent 
Fever, and once eſcaped the Calamity of Fi ire, 
which deſtroyed the adjoining Houſe. 

On the Death of his aged Father in May, 1752, 
he ſucceeded him at length in the two Family 
Livings of Meſton-Favell and Collingtree, about 
five Miles Diſtance from one another, which did 


not produce above {4.160 per Annum together. 


He had ſome Scruples ar the firſt on accepting the 
latter Living; and it was ſome Time before .he 
took it ; but every Scruple of the moſt upright 
Mind may not be reaſonably formed, and oughr 
not to be pertinaciouſly adhered to. The Livings 
were near each other; and, if Mr. Hervey was 
compelled to keep a Curate, which was more 

than 
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than probable, from his increafing Infirmities, aud 
the precarious State of his Health, one Living 
would not have ſupplied his neceſſary Expences, 
on the moſt frugal Plan. On this Account he 
| complied with the repeated Wiſhes of his Mother 
and Friends; took his Degree of Maſter of Arts 
at Cambridge, having been admitted of Clare Hall, 
and was preſented with the Living of Collingtree, 
An Apology to the Biſhop, on Inſtitutzon to the 
ſecond Living, ſeems to have been needleſs, only 
for doing what the Law of the Realm allows, 
and the inadequate. Proviſion of the Church in 
general renders abſolutely neceſſary, Mr. Hervey 
had no Reaſon afterwards to blame himſelf for 
this Line of Conduct, but ſaw ſafficient Reaſon 
to approve the Step which he had conſented to 
take. | 
He next publiſhed his Remarks on Lord Boling- 
broke's Letters on the Study and Uſe of Hiſtory, fo 
| ar at they relate to the Hiſtory of the OLD Teſta- 
ment, and eſpecially to the Caſe of Noa denouncing 
.a Curſe upon CANAAN, in 4 Letter to a * of 
Quality. 

In 1753, he preached the en at the Arch- 
deacon's Viſitation at Northampton, and publiſhed 
it for the Benefit of a poor afflicted Child, under 

the Title of, . The Croſs of Chr, ift the Chriſtian's 
__ | 
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In the ſame Year he wrote a recommendatory 
Epiſtle to Burnham's pious Memorials, or the Power. 
of Religion on the Mind in Sickneſs and Death; 
exemplified in the Experience of many eminent 


| Perſons at thoſe important Seaſons. 


But his moſt favourite Work, and on which 
he beſtowed uncommon Pains and Attention; 
were the Dialigues, and the Letters of Theron and 
Aſpaſio, on moſt of the leading Subjects of the 
Goſpel, but particularly on the Mode of Salva- 
tion by the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of 
the Saviour. This Subject Mr. Hervey labours to 
prove by Argument, to ſupport by Authority, and 


to illuſtrate by various Figures and Modes. He 


diſplays great Ingenuity, Learning and Induſtry, 
much critical Acumen, and a great Extent of 
Reading; and yet many wiſe and good Men have 
doubted whether this is the exact Method of Sal- 
vation which the Goſpel holds forth, without 
either attempting to diminiſh from the Glory of 
the Saviour, or to aſcribe any Merit to the Works 
of Man, 

Mr. They abundantly ſucceeded in his; Plan of 
writing a popular Book ; on. which Account, it 
abounds with varied Deſcriptions. He ranges 


through the Works of Nature and the Pages of 
Hiſtory, to collect uſeful Information, to charm 


the juvenile Reader, to lead him inſenſibly to 
high and heavenly Things. His Language, like 
his 
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his Tmagination was rich and luxuriant; like a 
well cultivated Garden in Summer. It was pro- 
fuſe in Flowers and Fragrance. © BY 
This Work met with great and deſerved Ap- 
plauſe, and ſome Oppoſition : three Editions were 
— ſold in the firſt Year. It was attacked by Mr, 

Jubn Weſley, his former Tutor, and by Mr. Robert 

Sandentan, by Mr. Bellamy, of New England; but 

it was'deferided by Mr. Cudworth and Mr. David 

Wilfen à raſh and injudicious Defence is worſe 

than a violent Attack ; but the Warmth of Con- 

troverſy ſoon cools, the Attention of the Public 
is engaged with other Subjects, and a Debate once 
highly” intereſting, is ſoon forgotten. 

The next Year he enlarged on the Commenda- 
tion he had paſſed on Mar/ha!!'s Goſpel Myſtery of 
Sanctification, which was publiſhed as a Preface 
to ĩt. 

The ſame Year he alſo publiſhed a new Edition 
of his favourite Author, Fenks's Meditations, with 
a Preface, in which he ſtrongly recommends them. 

This Year he printed his three Sermons on the 
General Faſt. As a Preacher, Mr. Hervey was 
eloquent, energetic and animated ; his Manner 
was ſtriking, but never vulgar and low ; he ſeemed 
to forget his feeble Frame and his delicate Con- 
ſtitution, whilſt more immediately engaged in his 

Maſter's Service, and labouring for the beſt In- 


___ krreſis of Men. 
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Of Mr. Hervey's Piety, Devotion, Zeal, Cha- 
rity; and Knowledge, there will be but one Opi- 
nion; yet it will not thence follow that every 
Sentiment which he entertained was equally true 
and important: a Diſtinction muſt always be made 
between the Integrity of a Man's Life and the 
Truth of his Opinions; here we are more imme- 
diately and pleaſingly concerned with the former. 

His more particular Friends were ſome of the 
firſt religious Characters of the Time; in which 
Claſs are to be reckoned Lady Frances Shirley, the 
Rev. George Whitefield, Rev. William Romaine, 


Rev. Philip Dodaridge, Rev. J. Ryland, and Dr. 


Stonhouſe, his Phyſician, who afterwards entered 
into Holy Orders, by his particular Advice. 

True Piety is of no Party, it can embrace and 
honour whatever Excellencies it diſcovers in others. 


On this Principle Mr. Hervey entertained a high 


Opinion, and cultivated a cordial Friendſhip with 
ſeveral who were not Members of the National 
Eftabliſhed Church ; if they did but acknowledge 
the Divine Saviour, and walk in Holineſs of Life, 
he was ever ready to honour them with his Eſteem, 
and to allow them the right Hand of Fellowſhip. 
Mr. Hervey himfelf was perfectly regular in his 
Condutt as a Member of the Eſtabliſhment. 

He ſhone as a Correſpondent and as a Com- 
panion. His Letters and his Converſation were 
remarkable for Eaſe and Elegance, for Extent of 

Knowledge, 
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his Imagination was rich and luxuriant; like a 
well cultivated Garden in Summer. It was pro- 
fuſe in Flowers and Fragrance. 
This Work met with great and deſerved Ap- 
plauſe, and ſome Oppoſition : three Editions were 
fold in the firſt Year, It was attacked by Mr, 
 Fohn Weſley, his former Tutor, and by Mr. Robert 
Sandentan, by Mr. Bellamy, of New England; but 
it was defended by Mr. Cudworth and Mr. David 
Wilſon : a raſh and injudicious Defence is worſe 
than a violent Attack ; but the Warmth of Con- 
troverſy ſoon cools, the Attention of the Public 
is engaged with other Subjects, and a Debate once 
highly intereſting, is ſoon forgotten. 

The next Vear he enlarged on the Commenda- 


tion he had paſſed on Marſball's Goſpel Myſtery of 


Sanctification, which was r ern as a Preface 
—_ 
The fame Year he alto publiſhed a new Edition 
of his favourite Author, Jenks's Meditations, with 
a Preface, in which he ſtrongly recommends them. 
This Year he printed his three Sermons on the 
General Faſt. As a Preacher, Mr. Hervey was 
eloquent, energetic and animated ; his Manner 
was ſtriking, but never vulgar and low ; he ſeemed 
to forget his feeble Frame and his delicate Con- 
ſtitution, whilſt more immediately engaged in his 
Maſter's Service, and labouring for the beſt In- 
tereſts of Men. 
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Of Mr. Hervey's Piety, Devotion, Zeal, Cha- 
rity, and Knowledge, there will be but one Opi- 
nion; yet it will not thence follow that every 
Sentiment which he entertained was equally true 
and important: a Diſtinction mult always be made 
between the Integrity of a Man's Life and the 
Truth of his Opinions; here we are more imme- 
diately and pleaſingly concerned with the former. 

His more particular Friends were ſome of the 
firſt religious Characters of the Time; in which 


Claſs are to be reckoned Lady Frances Shirley, the 


Rev. George Whitefield, Rev. William Romaine, 


Rev. Philip Doddridge, Rev. F. Ryland, and Dr. 


Stonhouſe, his Phyſician, who afterwards entered 
into Holy Orders, by his particular Advice. 

True Piety is of no Party, it can embrace and 
honour whatever Excellencies it diſcovers in others, 
On this Principle Mr. Hervey entertained a high 
Opinion, and cultivated a cordial Friendſhip with 
ſeveral who were not Members of the National 
Eftabliſhed Church ; if they did but acknowledge 
the Divine Saviour, and walk in Holineſs of Life, 
he was ever ready to honour them with his Eſteem, 
and to allow them the right Hand of Fellowſhip. 
Mr. Hervey himfelf was perfectly regular in his 
Conduct as a Member of the Eſtabliſhment. 

He ſhone as a Correſpondent and as a Com- 
panion. His Letters and his Converſation were 
remarkable for Eaſe and Elegance, for Extent of 

Knowledge, 
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Knowledge, and Fervour of Devotion. He always 


wiſhed to be uſeful, and ever conduQted himſelf 


as ſtanding in the Divine Preſence, and employed 
in his Maſter's Service. It is almoſt needleſs to 
fay, that his Converſe was free from any Thing 
which could tend to depreciate the Character of 
another : he was as ready to conceal their Faults, 
as to publiſh their Excellencies. 

His Life was a practical Comment on his 
Writings : an Example of what a Chriſtian ought 
to be; marked by the ſincereſt Devotion to God; 
the moſt ſacred Regard to his holy Word, and a 
conſcientious Attention to all his various Duties 
as a Paſtor, a Son, a Brother, and a Friend. 

With ſtrong natural Powers and much acquired 
Learning, he was yet modeſt, humble, and diffi- 
dent; lowly in his own Eyes, and making much 


of thoſe who feared the Lord. He was particu- 


larly ſolicitous for the ſpiritual Improvement of 
the Patients in the Northampton Infirmary, and 
frequently viſited them, when his declining Health 
would permit him. 

In the Cauſe of Truth he was. firm and zealous : ; 
he was juſtiy offended at the Treatment which 
his Writings received, particularly from the Cri- 
tical Reviewers; perhaps Languor and Pain might 
contribute their Share, and render him more 
quickly irritable, and he warmly expreſſed the In- 
dignation which he felt: he prepared to attack 

; | 1 them 
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them with Sarcaſm and Ridicule ; but moſt pro- 
bably he was handling Weapons in which he could. 
not excel, and might only have expoſed himſelf 
and his Writings to his unknown Antagoniſts,, 
who might have been more than equal-to him at 
ſuch a Conteſt ; but happily the Calm of Re- 
flection interpoſed, the earneſt Entreaties of his 
Friends prevailed, and the Deſign was relinquiſhed, 

Another Work, of a different Kind, in which 
he was engaged, was rebuilding the Parſonage at 
Weſton, on a neat and proper Size, ſuitable to the 
Living. The Perſon he employed diſappointed, 
if he did not deceive him; and it ſeemed as if he 
muſt have Recourſe to the diſagreeable Expedient 
of a Law: ſuit, to ſettle the Affair: but one 
builds and another inhabits; before Mr. Hervey 
occupied his new Houſe he was removed to his 
Houſe not made with Hands. The rebuilding the 
Parſonage coſt him four hundred Pounds, beſides 
the old Materials, This Sum he was enabled to 
ſupply by letting out ſome of his Land for the 
Cultivation of Woad, which always produces an 
extraordinary Rent for a 'Time, 

Mr, Hervey was both exceeding liberal and ju- 
dicious in the Diſtribution of Relief to the Poor, 
the Aged, and the Sick : giving them Clothes 
and proper Food rather than Money ; yet this was 
never withheld when the neceſſity of the Caſe 
required it ; as to a prudent Houſekeeper, reduced 
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by Sickneſs or Misfortune, to whom he would 
give ſeveral Guineas at a Time. 

He often would procure the Advice of Phyſi- 
eians, and Medicine from Apothecaries, for the 
Benefit of the fick Poor: this was a favourite 
Method with him of doing good, and 6ften his 
kind Attention to the Sickneſs of the Body pre- 
pared the Way to relieve the greater Maladies of 
the Soul. He alſo gave away great Numbers of 
{mall religious Books, but particularly Bibles. 

Mr. Hervey was extremely temperate and frugal 
in his Diet; plain in his Dreſs, if not inattentive 
to his Perſon. A ſuitable Appearance has its Uſe. 
The Young, the Thoughtleſs, and the Stranger, 
may not know the real Worth of the Man ; or 
reflect that he may eaſily become inattentive to 
Dreſs, while the Mind is intenſely engaged in the 
Purſuit of Knowledge or the Exerciſes of Devo- 
tion; or while the Body is languiſhing under In- 
firmity and Sickneſs. 


VMI. Hervey for many Years had ſtruggled with 
much Weakneſs and Languor, was frequently 


confined by ſevere Fits of Sickneſs: but in the 
latter End of the Year 1758, he grew worſe. On 
the firſt Sunday in December, after Family Prayer 
in the Evening, he was ſeized ſo extremely ill 
that his Diſſolution was apprehended to be very 
near: with great Difficulty he was got up Stairs, 
and after that never left his Room. The Cramp 
returned 


er 

ill 
ry 
rs, 
mp 


ed 


of the Rev. Jamgs HERVEY, A.M. xix 


returned with Violence. He was grievouſly afflicted 
with a heftic Cough in the Night, that obliged 
him to riſe very early. He was ſenſible of his 
Danger, yet was willing to uſe proper Means to 
mitigate the Pain and to prolong Life. On the 
1 5th of December, he complained of a Pain in his 
Side, for which, at his own Deſire, he was blooded, 
but the Surgeon, perceiving his Weakneſs and 
Danger, took but a ſmall Quantity of Blood. Mr. 
Maſdock, his Curate, was much with him, to 
whom he pathetically ſpoke of his Aſſurance of 
Faith and of the great Love of God in Chriſt. 

« How much,” ſays he, ** has Chriſt done for 
% me, and how little have I done for ſo loving 
« a Saviour ! If I preached even once a Week, it 
« was at laſt a Burden to me. I have not viſited 
the People of my: Pariſh as I ought to have 
done; and thus have preached from Houſe to 
« Houſe. I have not taken every Opportunity 

of ſpeaking for Chriſt.” | 
Theſe. Expreſſions were accompanied with 
Tears: “but, ſays he, ! do not think that I am 
afraid to die, I aſſure you J am not, I know 
* what my Saviour hath done for me, and I want 
to be gone. But I wonder and lament to think 
* of the Love of Chriſt in doing ſo much for 
© me, and how little I have done for Him.“ 
And in another Converſation, calmly ſpeaking of 
his approaching Diſſolution, and our Ignorance of 
ä the 
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the facred Word, he obſerved, © How many pre- 
„ cious Texts are there big with the richeſt 
Truths of Chriſt, which we cannot compre- 
* hend, of which we know nothing; and of 
„ thoſe we do know, how few do we remember. 
% A good Textuary is a good Divine: that is the 
& Armour; the Word of God is the Sword. 
% They are the Weapons I muſt uſe when that 
e ſubtle Spirit the arch Adverſary of Mankind 
comes to tempt and ſift me in my laſt Conflict. 
“ Surely I had need be well provided with theſe 
& Weapons: I had need have my Quiver full of 
“% them, to anſwer Satan with Texts out of the 
T Word of God when he aſſaults me.” 

On the 19th the Pains of his Body abated, but 
he grew drowſy and lethargick : and in the Night 
his Diſſolution was expected. 

The next Day he was viſited by his worthy 


Friend Dr. Stonbouſe, who declared his Opinion 


that Mr. Hervey could not ſurvive above two or 
three Days: and ſpeaking of the Conſolations 
which a good Man enjoys in the Proſpect of Death, 
Mr. Hervey replied, ** True, Doctor, true: the 
«* only valuable "Treaſures are in Heaven. What 
% would it avail me now to be Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury? Diſeaſe would ſhew no Reſpect to 


© my Mitre. That Prelate (Dr. Secker) is not 
only very great, but I am told he has Religion 
really at Heart: yet it is Godlineſs and not 

2 | Grandeur 
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« Grandeur that will avail him hereafter. The 
« Goſpel is offered to me, a poor Country Parſon, 
c the ſame as to his Grace. Chriſt makes no 
„ Difference between us. Oh! why then do 
« Miniſters thus negle& the Charge of ſo kind a 
« Saviour, fawn upon the Great, and hunt after 
« worldly Preferments with ſo much Eagerneſs, 
* to the Dilgrace of our Orders: "Theſe, theſe 
* are. the Things, Doctor, and not our Poverty 
e or Obſcurity, which render the Clergy fo juſtly 
« conternptible to the Worldlings. N o Wander 
„ the Service of our Church, grieved I am. to 
« fay it, is become ſuch a formal lifeleſs Thing, 
„ fince it is alas too generally executed by Per- 
« ſons dead to Godlineſs in all their Converſation, 
* whoſe Indifference to Religion, and worldly- 


minded Behaviour, proclaims the little Regard 


*© they pay to the Doctrines of the Lord who 
bought them. 


When the Doctor was going away, Mr. Hervey 
reminded him of a dangerous Fall from his Horſe 


which he had met with not long before, by which 


he had been much bruiſed, and obſerving that he 
looked pale, he hoped he would think on ſuch 
narrow Eſcapes, ſo often fatal to others, as a 
Warning to him from God, and remember them 
as ſuch, adding, How careful ought we to be 
a improve theſe Vears which remain, at a 
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6 Time of Life when but few-can remain to us.“ 
At that Time both were turned of forty. | 


The Day before his Death, Mr. Hervey at- 


_ tempting to walk a few Steps in his Room, his 
Strength failing him, he muſt have fallen if not 
ſupported, a fainting Fit enſued, atid it was ſome 
Time before he recovered.” When he came to 
himſelf, his Brother Miiliam, who was come from 
Linden to ſee him, ſaid, We were afraid you 
« were gone. He anſwered, ** I with I had.” 
On the 25th, his Curate paying him his Morn- 
ing Viſit, Mr. Hervey, fitting in an eaſy Chair, 
for he was unable to lie in Bed, faid, . Sir, I 
cannot talk with you to-day.” He complained 
much of a great inward Conflict which he had, 
and laying his Hand on his Breaſt, faid, Oh 
& you know not how great a Conflict I have.“ 
During this Time his Eyes were almoſt conſtantly 
elevated to Heaven, and his Hands claſped in 
Prayer, he frequently faid, © When this great 
4 Conflict is over, then but added no more. 
Dr. Stun beiſe came to him about three Hours 
before he expired; to whom he ſtrongly urged 
the Importance of his everlaſting Concerns, as 
here is no abiding Place; and entreated him not 
to be overcharged with the Cares of this Life; 
but in the Multiplicity of his Buſineſs to attend to 
the one Thing needful: © 
5 : « Which 
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« Which done, the pooreſt can no Wants endure, 
4 And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor“ 
The Doctor obſerving the Difficulty with which 
he ſpoke, from the Phlegm which oppreſſed him, 
and finding by his languid Pulſe that his Diſſolu- 
tion was near, deſired that he would ſpare himſelf. 
„No, Doctor, no,“ was his Reply, “you tell 
„% me that I have but a few Moments to live: 
„ Oh let me ſpend them in adoring our great 
«© Redeemer.” He then ſaid, Though my 
« Heart and my Fleſh fail me, yet God is the 


Strength of my Heart and my Portion for ever.” 


He expatiated alſo on thoſe Words, Al! Things are 
y-ur's, Life and Death, Fer ye are Chriſt s. Here,” 
fays he, is the Treaſure of a. Chriſtian, . Death 
is reckoned among this Inventory, and a noble 
« Treaſure it is. How thankful am I for Death, 
« as it is the Paſſage through which I paſs to the 
Lord and Giver of eternal Life; and as it frees 
„me from all this Miſery you now ſee me en- 
% dure, and which I am willing to endure, as 
long as God thinks fit; for 1 know He will in 
© his own good Time, diſmiſs me from the Body. 
© Theſe light Afflictious are but for a Moment: 
and then comes an eternal Weight. of Glory. 
* Oh welcome, welcome Death, Thou mayſt 
% well be reckoned among the Treaſures. of the 
« Chriſtian, To ve i Chriſt, hut 10 die it 
©« Gaim,” 3 5 
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When the Doctor was taking his final Leave, 
Mr. Hervey expreſſed great Gratitude for his Viſits, 
though Medicine had been unable to relieve him. 
He then pauſed a little, and with great Compo- 
fare, although the Pangs of Death were upon 
him, ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant de- 
part in Peace, according to thy moſt holy and com- 
fortable Mrd, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy precious 
Salvation. Here, Doctor, is my Cordial: what 
are all the Cordials given to ſupport the dying, 
„ in Compariſon of that which ariſes from the 
Promiſes of Salvation by Chriſt? This, this 
N 5 ſupports me.” About three o' Clock he ſaid, 
« The great Conflict is over. Now all is done.” 
After which he ſcarce ſpoke any Words intelli- 
gibly, except now and then, precious Salvation. 
During the laſt Hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned 
*his Head againſt the Side of an eaſy Chair, and, 

without the leaſt Struggle, expired between four 
and five o Clock in the Afternoon on Chriſtmas- 
Day, 1758, in the forty-fifth Year of his Age, 
on that Day when he had ſo often diſplayed the 
Mercy and Dignity of his Redeemer. 

He was interred three Days afterwards, under 
"the. Middle of the Communion Table, in the 
Chancel of Fe/ton Favell. His Funeral was 
*exceeding plain, according to his particular Re- 
queſt, but numerouſly attended by his pious and 
eint Relations; by a grateful and forrowful 
$195 Congre - 
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Congregation, deeply lamenting the Loſs they 
had ſuſtained. This was the only Monument 
which he deſired; and, indeed, for many Years, 
there was no Memorial of the Place of his Sepul- 
ture, until his excellent and only ſurviving Siſter 
cauſed the following to be inſcribed on the Place 
where his Body was depoſited : | 


_ Here lie the Remains 
of the Rev. James HERVEY, A.M, 
(late Rector of this Pariſh) 
_ That very pious Man, 
And much-admired Author, 
Who died Dec. 25th, 1758, 
In the 45th Vear of his Age. 


Raids, expect no more to make him known, 
Vain the fond Elegy and figur'd Stone; 

A Name more laſting ſhall his Writings give; 
There view diſplay'd his heav nly Soul, and live. 


The Mind finds a melancholy but pleaſing Satis- 
faction, in contemplating the latter End of the 
righteous: the Death-Bed of the good Man is a 
privileged Spot; we dwell with Attention on his 
laſt Moments, and are pleaſed with every new 
Proof of the Sincerity of his * and the 
Confidence of his Hopes. 

As a Clergyman, Mr. Hervey performed all the 
_ of his Station in the beſt and ſtricteſt 


Manner, 
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Manner. . Not content with the public Duty on 
2 Sunday, he eſtabliſhed a Lecture on Wedne/day 
Evening, except during Hay-time and Harveſt : 
the Expence of lighting the Church during the 
Winter Months he paid out of his own Pocket, 
that he might not put the Pariſh to any Expence; 
but, for ſome. Time before his Death, he was 
unable to make the uſual Change with his Curate 
at Collingtree, to viſit his Pariſhioners from Houſe 
to Houſe, or to continue his Weekly Lecture. 
Perhaps this might give him too much Concern; 
but it is a difficult Taſk, with the Deſire of being 
uſeful, quietly to ſubmit to be laid aſide. 
He preached on Sundays to numerous and 
very attentive Congregations; many of whom 
came from very diſtant Parts. His voice was 
clear and harmonious, though not ſtrong ; and 
he was a very excellent Reader as well as Preacher. 
He always preached without Notes, or thoſe very 
ſhort ones, except on ſome particular Occaſions. 
When his Strength would permit him, he gene- 
rally preached about an Hour ; and his Diſcourſes 
were judicious, clear, and free from any vain 
Repetitions. In his public Addreſſes, he ſtudied 
Simplicity and Plainneſs: he did not wiſh to cap- 
tivate by the Elegance of his Language, or the 
Diſplay of the Variety and Extent of his Learning, 
but to inform the moſt _ to intereſt the 
careleſs, and to do good to all. 
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In catechizing the Children, he was affectionate, 
familiar, and engaging ; leading them by ſhort 
and pertinent Queſtions to think for themſelves, 
and to underſtand what they ſaid. Obſerving 
ſome of his Pariſhioners 'indolent on a Sunday 
Morning, or engaged in ſecular Concerns, he thus 
catechiſed the Children on the fourth Command- 
ment: Do they keep holy the Sabbath-Day 
„ who lie in Bed till eight or nine o'Clock in the 
« Morning, inſtead of riſing to ſay their Prayers, 
&« and read the Bible?“ No, Sir.” —* Do thoſe 
« keep the Sabbath who fodder their Cattle when 


„other People are going to Church?“ No, 
% Sir.“ “ Does God Almighty bleſs ſuch People 


« who go to Alehouſes, and do not mind the In- 
6 ſtruction of their Miniſter?'' No, Sir.“ 
„ Don't thoſe: who love God read the Bible in 
« their Families, particularly on Sunday Evenings, 


and have every Day Family Prayers, Morning 


« and Evening, in their Houſes f”” Ves, Sir.” 
In this eaſy and fimple Manner did he lead the 
young Mind, and guard them againſt the Conduct 
of Parentsor Maſters who ought to have ſet them 


Mr. Hervey's deep Humility was a conſtant 
Protection to him: he was always watchful over 
himſelf; and was never known to be in a Paſſion. 


When he was unjuſtly aſperſed, he would fay ; 


„Our Enemies are ſometimes our beſt Friends, 
66 and 
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« and tell us Truths; and then we ſhould amend 
„% our Faults, and be thankful for ſuch Informa- 
tion: and if what they fay be not true, and 
only ſpoke through Malice, then ſuch Perſons 
are to be conſidered as diſeaſed in Mind, and 
that he would pray for them. They are to be 
% pitied; and I might as juſtly be ae with a 
„Man who is diſeaſed in Body.“ 32 


His Gratitude to God and Man was very great 
and uniform: the leaſt Acts of Kindneſs called forth 


the moſt lively . er of mne from, 


him. 

Although he had colleQed much Khowlwley, 
and was able to ſhine' with Scholars, yet he often 
ſubmitted his Writings to be corrected by thofe 
who were far inferior to himſelf; and he was 
never better pleaſed than when ſeveral:Alterations 
were made, His Induſtry -and Application will 
appear the more extraordinafy, when it is conſi- 
dered, that in the latter Vears of his ſhort Life 
he was ſeldom free from Languor and Pain; his 
Conſtitution being very delicate, and ſuffering from 
every Cold and Exertion. In theſe States he 
exhibited the uſeful Example of Meekneſs and 
Reſignation, patiently 3 nn to the 
divine Diſpoſal. | 

His numerous Writings, and the * which 
they met with, formed a Source of Charity which 
was entirely appropriated to the ꝓoor and needy: 
and 


erer 


of the Rev. James HERVEY, A.M. xxix 


and yet this was not equal to the Extent of his 
Benevolence. He was literally his own Executor; 
and, at the laſt, deſired, if there was any Money 
remaining, it might be diſtributed in warm 
Clothing to the Poor at that inclement Seaſon. 

Mr. Hervey was never married, although he 
highly approved of that Eſtate; and often ſaid, 
that he ſhould certainly have married, but from 
his continued ill Health and Infirmity. 

He was fond of the Exerciſe of riding on 
Horſeback, as favourable to Meditation and Health, 
which he partook when the 'Weather and his 
Strength would permit him. | 

With every Part of Learning, either orna- 
mental or uſeful, he was well acquainted. He 
made no ſmall Proficiency in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin; and, indeed, compoſed with Eaſe in the 
laſt : but all his Attainments were devoted to the 
Service of Religion ; and he regarded no Book, 
and no Subject, but as it might advance the great 
Obje& which he had conſtantly in view. 

With his Genius and Variety of Powers, he 
might eaſily have ſhone as a Poet; but he had no 
Ambition of this Kind: ſome few Poems, which 
he wrote when young, he was careful to deſtroy. 
Moſt of his Works, particularly the Meditations 
and the Dialogues, would eaſily aſſume a poetical 
Form : the foriner of them have been turned into 
Blank Verſe, by Mr. Newcomb of Hackney, after 
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the Manner of Young's Night Thoughts. Mr. 
Hervey ſaw Part of this Verſification, and it met 
with his warmeſt Approbation. (Vol. V. p. 388.) 

In the recommending of Books, and the Cha- 
rafters which Mr. Hervey gave of them, you may 
ſometimes diſcover, that the Benevolence of his 
Temper warped his critical Judgment ; and being 
well pleaſed himſelf, he has, at Times, rather 
been profuſe in his Praiſes. 

His Family-Worſhip was regular and exem- 
plary : he made the Servants read a Portion of 
the Scripture, on which he occaſionally made 
ſhort, pertinent, and uſeful Remarks, which he 
expected they ſhould recolle& when he queſtioned 
them again: this was followed by earneſt and 
humble Prayer. In the Character of Camillus 
(Vol. IV. p. 274, 275) he has drawn the Picture 
of his own Family-Worſhip; and had Mr, Hervey 
been a Father, there can be no Doubt but he 
' would have proved ſuch an exemplary Parent as | 
he has deſcribed Camillus to be. 

Some Obſervations may naturally be expected 
concerning his numerous poſthumous Letters, and 
eſpecially the Eleven to Mr. Johm Weſley, which 
have cauſed fo much Converſation, In the eager 
Deſire to publiſh all the literary Remains of a 
great or good Man, there is often diſplayed more 
warm and indiſcreet Friendſhip than cool and 


accurate Judgment, and a ſtrict Regard to what 
| | he 
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he himſelf would have done. The eaſy Confi- 
dence of free and familiar Intercourſe is too often 
violated 3 and Secrets are betrayed, or unfavour- 
able Conje&ures indulged, which can gratify no 
uſeful Purpoſe. No Man is equally wiſe; and 
although exemplary in his Conduct, he does not 
with to appear before the Public in every little 
Note which he has written, or in every Opinion 
which he may advance. As a confidential Con- 
verſation is not to be divulged, ſo the epiſtolary 
Intercourſe of Friends in general ſhould be equally 
reſerved. What is not originally intended for the 
Public, is ſeldom fit to appear before them. This 
was clearly Mr. Hervey's own Opinion and Con- 
duct. (Vol. V. p. 436.) Theſe Remarks may be 
ſaid ſcarce to apply to the Eleven Letters to Mr. 
Weſley, which were certainly written by Mr. 
Hervey, and intended for the Preſs. Had his 
Life been ſpared, it 1s well known that he intended 
to have ſoftened the Aſperity of ſome Expreſſions; 
and, I believe, there is not a Doubt but that 
ſome Friends, more zealous than judicious, added 
to this Acrimony, and were glad to attack their 
Opponent with Severity, under the Shelter of ſo 
exemplary a Man, and ſo diſtinguiſhed a Writer; 
on this Account I conceive that thoſe Letters 
muſt be read with ſome Grain of Allowance ; and 
if they contain his Sentiments, they do not alto- 
gether breathe his Spirit: ſome Indulgence muſt 


be 
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be made for a ſuffering and languid Mind, irritated 
by Controverſy; and ſome Cenſure may deſer- 
vedly be paſt on the Confidence of Friendſhip 
abuſed, and the Sanction of his extenſive Repu- 
tation given to the Severity, which was not his 
OWN. 

Few Characters in antient or modern Times 
have combined more Excellencies, or diſplayed 
more Virtues, than Mr. J. Hervey, whether we 
cinſider his Sincerity as a Friend, his Zeal as a 
Divine, his Knowledge as a Scholar, his Mildneſs 
and Patience, his Charity and Love, as a Man 
and a Chriſtian. 


THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION PRECIOUS 


LV THE HOUR OF DEATH; 


PROVED IN A 


SERMON 


PatacueD JANUARY 4, . 1759, 


UPON THE 
DEATH 


OF THE 


Rev. Mz. JAMES HERVEY, 


By W. ROMAINE, M. A. 


LECTURER OF sr. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON, 


Righteouſneſs delivereth from Death. PRO v. x. 2. 
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A 
SERMON 


ON 


Mz. HERVEY's DEATH. 


LUKE Ul. 29, 30. 


LOR D, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
according to thy Word: for mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation, 


CCORDING to the ancient Prophecies, in the Ful- 
neſs of Time, God ſent forth his Son. He came 
to his own, when there was a general ExpeCtation of 
his Birth. Many juſt and devout Perſons in Jeruſalem 
were then looking out for the Redeemer's coming in 
the Fleſh; and among them good old Simeon, and Anna 
a Propheteſs, are particularly mentioned. St. Luke 
ſays, There was a Man in Jeruſalem, whoſe Name was 
Simeon, and the ſame Man was juſt, a juſtified Perſon, 
and devout, fearing to offend GOD, as the Greek Word 
ſignifies, waiting for the Conſolation of 1ſrael ; he was 
waiting for the Incarnation of the divine Comforter, by 
whoſe Birtif all the Promiſes of Comfort were to be 
ratified and fulfilled, and the rae} of God was to re- 
ceive eyerlaſting Conſolation, The Lord was pleaſed 
to vouchſafe a particular Revelation of his Will in this 
Matter to Simeon : For the Holy Spirit was upon him, and 
C 2 R it 
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it was revealed unto him by the Holy Spirit, that he ſhould 
not ſee Death before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt incarnate. 
And he came by Direction of the Spirit into the Temple; 
and when the Parents brought in the holy Child Feſus, 
to do for him after the Cuſtom of the Law, then took 
he him up in his Arms, and bleſſed God that he had 
lived to this happy Hour, when he could take up the 
Prophet's Words, and ſay, Lo this is our God, we have 
waited for him, and he will ſave us ; this is the Lord, we 
have waited for him ; we will be glad and rejuice in his 
Salvation. Simeon waited to ſee God incarnate ; and 
having ſeen him, he wanted to live no longer, He 
. defired his Diſmiſſion. All the Ends of living were 
anſwered ; and therefore he put up this ſweet Prayer; 
Lord, now letteft thou thy Servant depart in Peace, according 
to thy Word: for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. 


With theſe ſame Words one of our dear Brethren, 
now with the Lord, finiſhed his Courſe, They were 
the dying Words of the Rev, Mr. James Hervey. He 
had long deſired to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
he knew was far better than to abide in the Fleſh ; but 
he waited patiently for the Lord's Time; and when it 
was come, he thus expreſſed the Thankfulneſs of his 
Heart, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
according to thy moſt holy and comfortable Word: for 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy precious Salvation, The Lord 
heard him, and gave him a gentle Diſmiſſion, He died, 
as he had lived, in a perfectly even and calm Com- 
poſure of Mind. Death ſhewed that he came to him as 
a friendly Meſſenger to call him to Glory, for he chear- 
fully obeyed the Summons, There was 30 Fear, no. 
Struggle, not a Sigh or Groan, but he departed in 
Peace, and in full Aſſurance of Faith. Oh that you 
and I, my Brethren, may ſo live by the Faith of the 
Son of God, that when we come to die, we ive, be 
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able to uſe this ſame Prayer, and may receive of the 


Lord a like gracious Anſwer. 
Theſe ſweet dying Words of our dear Brother have 


made a great Impreſſion upon ſeveral of his Acquaint- 
ance : for they have been led to conſider them more 
cloſely than perhaps they ever did before, and ſeveral 
have meditated upon them with great Comfort, In 
order that others might do the ſame, and that his happy 
Death might be the Means of ſtirring up many to ſeek 
to die the Death of the Righteous, and that their latter 
End might be like his, I have determined to ſpeak upon 
the Words this Day. May the ſame Spirit by which 
Simeon ſpake them be in all your Hearts! may he teach 
you their true and full Meaning, and in God's due Time 
may he give you the comfortable Experience of them! 
Under his Guidance let us conſider, 


Firſt, That when Simeon had ſeen the Salvation of 
God, he was prepared to depart : 


Secondly, He therefore deſifed it, and prayed for it; 
and, 


Thirdly, He expected he ſhould depart in Peace ac- 
cording to God's Word, which was fulfilled to him. 
And, under each of theſe Particulars, I ſhall ſpeak of 
the Experience of our deceaſed Brother. 


Firſt, Simeon had it revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit, that he ſhould not die until he had ſeen the 
Lord's Chriſt ; and when Jeſus was brought into the 
Temple, he was directed to go and receive him for the 
promiſed Meſſiah; and taking him up in his Arms, he 


bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant 


depart in Peace, according to thy Word: for mine Eyes 
have ſeen thy Salvation. It is evident he ſpoke theſe 
Words in their primary Senſe, of his ſeeing FESUS 
with the rs of his Body ; but this could have been no 
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great Cauſe of Joy to him, unleſs he had before feen 
Chriſt ſome other Way; for Multitudes ſaw him with 
their bodily Eyes, while he was upon Earth, who were 
no better for the Sight ; and Multitudes will hereafter 
ſee him in his glorified Body, but it will be to their 
everlaſting Confuſion. . There is another Kind of Sight 
to which our Church referred you this Afternoon, when 
each of you took up theſe Words and ſaid, For mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. If you knew what you 


ſaid, and ſpoke the Truth as you had experienced it, 


you meant that, you had ſeen the Salvation of God with 
the Eye of Faith; according to what is ſaid of Moſes, 
That by Faith be ſaw him who is inviſible. (Heb. xi. 27.) 
He ſaw him by the Eyes of his Soul, who was inviſible 
to the Eyes of his Body: for the Soul has its Eyes as 
well as the Body : but Sin darkened them ; it put them 


into the State in which the Eyes of the Body are when 


they have no Light : then they can ſee nothing. So the 
Soul is faid, in Scripture, to be in Darkneſs and Blind- 
neſs until the Eyes of the Underſtanding be enlightened. 
They cannot ſee any ſpiritual Objects until the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ſhine upon them; nor, when he does 
ſhine, can they ſee any Lovelineſs in thoſe Objects, 
until they be able to act Faith upon them; for the Eye 
of Faith not only beholds the Object, but alſo diſ- 
tinguiſhes its own Intereſt in it. Faith keeps all the 
Senſes of the Soul in Act and Exerciſe upon the proper 
Object, which each apprehends ; here the Eye of Faith 
is fixed upon Salvation, not only viewing it as a Bleſſing 
belonging to others, but alſo appropriating it to itſelf. 
Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation: here Simeon, ſpeak- 
ing of our Saviour, calls him Salvation, becauſe all Sal- 
vation is in and from him. He is the Author, and he 
is the Finiſher of it. The great Plan of it, was laid by 
the co-equal and co- eternal Perſons of the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity, before the Foundation of the World ; _ 
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carried into Execution by our divine Saviour in the 
Fulneſs of Time; and he is an eternal Salvation, an 
eternal Deliverance from all Evil, and an eternal Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all Good. Upon the Entrance of Sin into 
the World, this great Salvation of our God was revealed, 
and by Faith Believers under the Old-Teſtament Diſ- 
penſation enjoyed the Benefits of it. At the appointed 
Time Jehovah took a Body of Fleſh, and our divine 
Immanuel ſtood up to ſave his People from their Sins. 
He undertook to - ſatisfy all the Demands of Law and 
Juſtice, The Law he ſatisfied, by paying it a perfect 
unſinning Obedience ; which being a divine, as well as 
a human, Obedience, did therefore magnify the Law, 
and make it more honourable, than if all the Creatures 
in Heaven and Earth had never offended againſt it. 
Juſtice he fatisfied, by enduring the threatened Puniſh- 
ment; and after his Sufferings and Death, Juſtice had 
no more Demands upon him; for he came out of the 
Priſon of the Grave with a full Diſcharge. Thus Satis- 
faction, made to Law and Juſtice by the Obedience and 
Sufferings of the Lord Jeſus, is what the Scripture calls 
the Righteouſneſs of God, becauſe it is a divine and in- 
finitely- perfect Righteouſneſs, a divine Righteouſneſs 
wrought out by Jehovah himſelf, and as infinitely per- 
fect a Righteouſneſs as Jehovah could make it. In this 
all-glorious Righteouſneſs of the God-man, Chriſt Jeſus, 
conſiſts the Sinner's Salvation: for he is accepted and 
juſtified by it; the Fruits of this Righteouſneſs are his 
Sanctification, and the Robe of this Righteouſneſs is his 
Glorification. So that Salvation in Time and in Eter- 
nity depends upon the Righteouſneſs of the incarnate 
God. This is the fundamental Doctrine of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, for which our dear Brother was a noble 
Champion. He faw, he experienced the Importance of 
it, and therefore in his Converſation and in his Preach- 
ing it was his favourite Topic, How ſweetly, how 
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profitably have I heard him dwell upon it! and how 
excellently has he defended it in his Writings ? Read his 
Theron and Aſpaſie ; and when you are thoroughly con- 
vinced that Chriſt is the End of the Law for Righteouſ- 
neſs to every one who believeth, and can ſay with Faith, 
In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Salvation, then your 
Mind will be ſettled in Peace and Comfort, and you 
will be delivered from thoſe dangerous Errors which are 


now propagated concerning the Righteouſneſs of the 
Lord Jeſus. Thank God for the maſterly Defence of 
it in theſe Dialogues *. In them Mr. Hervey being 
dead, yet ſpeaketh the Praiſes of his adorable Redeemer, 
and clearly proves that we have our Salvation through 
his Righteouſneſs. Immanuel the Saviour is the Juſtifier, 
as he ſays himſelf, J. xlv. 21, 22. There is uo God elſe 
beſide me, a God that gives Righteouſneſs, and a Saviour, 
there is none beſide me. Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all 
the Ends of the Earth ; for I am God, and there is none 


About a Week before Mr. Herwey was taken il, F mentioned to 
him a Report that was ſpread about, concerning Mr. Sandeman's Letters 
en Theron and Aſpaſio, to this Effect: That he (Mr. Hervey) had 
written a Letter to Mrs. Cooke, and therein had ſaid, that Mr. Sande- 
man was in the Right, and had convinced him of his Error; or 
Words to that Purpoſe. . To which he anſwered, That he had written 
a Letter to Mrs. Cooke, and therein he had acknowledged, that many 
of Mr. Sandeman's Remarks were judicious, and that he had corrected 
ſome of his Expreſſions and Inaccuracies. But he ſaid, that he was 
very far from having changed his Opinion as to the Subſtance and 
Matter of the Argument; for therein he thought Mr. Sandeman was 
entirely wrong. Whereupon I deſired he would inſert an Advertiſe- 
ment in ſome of the Lenden Papers, ſigned by himſelf, to ſet this 
Miſtake right, left it might hinder the Sale and Reading of his Books, 
and thereby prevent much Good. To which he agreed; and added, 
that he would let that Paragraph ſtand in his Ar/wer to Mr. Weſley, 
relating to Mr. Sandeman, only ſoftening the Expreſſion a little: But 
all this was prevented by his Illneſs and Death. The Truth of this 
I am ready to atteſt. 
| ARA A Mappocx, 
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ele. How could they be ſaved by looking unto Chriſt ? 
Certainly not by a Look of their bodily Eyes. Simeon's 
Joy did not ariſe from having Chriſt in his Arms, and 
looking upon him; but from being able to look upon 
him by an Act of Faith. He knew him to be his Sa- 
viour. Thence aroſe his Joy, and from thence muſt 
your's ariſe, It is the Look of Faith which faves ; the 
Eye of Faith kept in Exerciſe upon its proper Object, 
even upon Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of Faith. It 
is this Act of Faith which our Lord requires :—Look 
unto me, with this Promiſe annexed,. and be ye ſaved. 
There is Salvation in the Look of Faith : for it ſees and 
receives Jeſus, as he is offered in Scripture, for a free, 
full, and complete Saviour. And whoever keeps the 
Eye of Faith in conſtant Exerciſe, is prepared, with 
old Simeon, to depart in Peace: becauſe, by having 
an Intereſt and Property in the Salvation of our God, 
he is thereby delivered from every Thing that can make 
Death dreadful, and is in Poſſeſſion of every Thing that 
can make Death deſirable. | 
What is it that makes Death dreadful? Is it not Guile 
in the Conſcience, accuſing the Sinner for the Breach 
of the holy Law, and alarming him with Fear of the 
threatened Puniſhment, which the Juſtice, and Holineſs, 
and Truth of God, are concerned to ſee inflicted, in 
Time and in Eternity? Thus we read, The Sting of 
Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law, Death 
has Power to ſting, ſo long as the broken Law gives 
Sin a Right to accuſe and condemn: all unpardoned 
Sinners therefore are afraid of Death. From this State 
of Fear and Bondage our Lord came to fave his People ; 
He came to deliver them, who through Fear of Death were 
all their Life-time ſubjef to Bondage; and he does deliver 
them, when their Sins are forgiven, and his Righteouſ- 
neſs is imputed to them: for then the broken Law can- 
not condemn, nor Juſtice puniſh, there being no Con- 
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demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Upon 
which Death .loſes 1ts Sting; and when the pardoned 
Sinner looks upon it, he ſees nothing terrible in its Ap- 
pearance, but can boldly and without Preſumption ſay, 
Yea, when I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, I will fear no Evil: for thou my God ark with me. 


And he is not only prepared to die becauſe he ts de- 
livered from every Thing that could make Death dread- 
ful, but alfo becauſe he is in the Poſſeſſion of every 
Thing that can make Death deſirable. He knows he 
has an Intereſt in Chriſt, and Chriſt is the Poſſeſſor of 
Heaven and Earth. He has all Things in his Hands, 
and .has promiſed to make them all work together for 
the Good of his redeemed People: ſo that whoever has 
Chriſt has all Things. All Things, ſays the Apoſtle, 
are yours, whether Life or Death, or Things preſent or 
Things to. come, all are yours. And the Reaſon follows, 
and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. As all that 
Chriſt has is yours, and all that God has is Chriſt's, 
conſequently all is yours. And Death by Name is yours : 
no longer a Curſe and a Puniſhment, but turned into a 
real Bleſſing ; for it is the Gate and Entrance through 
which you paſs into endleſs Life and never- fading Glory. 


Thus he is prepared to depart, who has ſeen with the 
Eye of Faith the Salvation of God. The doctrine is 
clear from Scripture; but how is it, my Brethren, in 
your Experience ? Are you prepared to depart? and on 
what do ye build your Preparation ? on the Lord Jeſus, 
or on what? Search and ſee; for nothing can comfort 
you in the Hour of Death, but having received him into 
your Hearts by Faith and Love. You muſt ſee his Sal- 
vation, and be able to keep the Eye of Faith intent 
upon it, before you can be prepared to depart ; but 
when this is your happy Caſe, then in whatever Shape 
Death comes, you will be able to ſay with our dear 

Brother, 
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Brother, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
Peace, according to thy Word: for mine Eyes have feen thy 
Salvation. He might well ſay, Mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation : for all that came near him were convinced 
that he had ſeen it. The Effects ſhewed it. He had 
put off the old Man, and had put on the new : and was 
under the Influence of divine Love to his adorable Sa- 
viour. The Love of Jeſus ruled in his Heart; and was 
therefore conſtantly uppermoſt in his Mouth. He loved 
to be telling of his Salvation all the Day long. And he 
did not talk like a Profeſſor full of mere Head-Know- 
ledge ; but what he ſpake had a Warmth, and Life, and 
Power in it, which ſhewed that it came from his Heart. 
He was perfectly inflamed with the Love of his divine 
Lord and Maſter; and if you ſat any Time in his 
Company, yau could not help catching ſome of the holy 
Flame. So that if Strangers to his Perſon may doubt 


of his Experience of a Saviour's Love, we who have 


converſed with him cannot. We are ſure from what 
we ſaw and heard, that he had ſeen the Salvation of, 
God, and therefore was prepared to depart. He knew 
in whom he had believed, and was certain the Power 
and the Love of the dear Immanuel were in his Intereſt ; 
ſo that neither Death, nor he that had the Power of 
Death, could hurt him. 

A Friend of mine was much with him on the 15th of 
December, and the Diſcourſe turned upon what Chriſt 
had done for his Soul, Mr. Hervey ſpake ſtrongly and 
earneſtly of the Aſſurance of his Faith, and of the great 
Love of God in Chriſt to him. He declared, that the 
Fear of Death was taken from him; and it afterwards 
appeared, that Death had no Sting to hurt, nor the 
Grave any Power to get Victory over him : for when 
Death came, it found his Mind in perfect Peace. He 
had no uneaſy Apprehenſions of dying, but had Hopes 
full of Glory and Immortality, Doubtleſs then he had 
| - mw 
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ſeen the Salvation of God. The Knowledge of Salya- 
tion had been precious to him in Life, and therefore he 
experienced the Preciouſneſs of it in Death: for then 
he could give Thanks to God for giving him the Victory 
through Jeſus Chriſt his Lord. Happy are they to 
whom God has given the Knowledge of their Salvation; 
they believe on good Grounds, that their Saviour has 
brought them into a State of Salvation; and therefore 
they are prepared to meet Death, yea they can deſire 
and pray for it, as Simeon did ; which is the ſecond Par- 
ticular I was to conſider. 

Simeon knowing that he was prepared, therefore de- 
fired to depart. And this is the Believer's Caſe, He 
longs for Death, not out of an impatient diſcontented 
Temper, but out of a real holy Affection. When 
worldly Men are oppreſſed with Troubles on all Sides, 
and ſee no Way to eſcape, they are apt to deſire Death, 
that it may bring their Miſery to an End, and put them 
out of their Pain. And there are ſome moſt miſerable 
and abject Cowards, who murder themſelves to get rid 
of the Troubles of Life. Theſe Men court Death as a 
leſs Evil, but the Believer deſires it as a real Bleſſing. 
He knows that his Death will be to the Glory of his 
Saviour ; for it grieves him to the Heart that he ſhould 
ever do any Thing diſpleaſing to ſuch a kind Benefactor. 
After receiving ſo many Tokens of Chriſt's Love, Oh 
it is indeed afflicting to give him the leaſt Offence. I 
appeal to yourſelves, You that have the Love of Jeſus 
in your Hearts, are not you ſorry that you love him ſo 
little ? Have not you Reaſon daily to mourn for your 
Ingratitude to him? and what will ſuch Thoughts 
ſuggeſt, but a Deſire to be where the very Occaſion of 
Offence will be removed ? It was on this Account that 
Mr. Hervey deſired Death : for the laſt Morning of his 
Life, when his Brother came to enquire after his Wel- 


fare, = ſaid, © I have been thinking of my great In- 
gratitude 
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gratitude to my God.” And theſe Thoughts made him 
wiſh to be delivered from the Bondage of Corruption, 
into the glorious Liberty of the Children of God. 


And he deſired it as Simeon did, and all Believers do, 
upon another Motive, namely, becauſe the Lord will 
get himſelf Honour, by the Honour which he will give 
to his People in his Kingdom. He will be glorified, ſays 
the Apoſtle, in bis Saints ; he will get himſelf Glory by 
the great Glory which he will beſtow upon them. And 
as the Believer has, in all Things, an Eye to God's 
Glory, ſo has he eſpecially in his Deſires to be diſſolved 
and to be with Chriſt. He knows that God is glorified 
in him, and by him at preſent; but then it is imper- 
fectly, and that grieves him. Self, or the Creature, will 
be trying to ſhare the Heart with God, and thereby to 
rob him of his Glory. A bare Thought of this, when 
only riſing in the Mind, hurts the Believer. He would 
have every Thought brought into Subjection to Chriſt ; 
and that makes him deſire to be where Temptation and 
Sin ſhall be no more, and where he ſhall glorify God, 
and God ſhall be glorified in him for ever and ever. 
With this View Mr. Hervey deſired to depart. His 
great Love to his Saviour's Glory made him wiſh for 
Death. He longed to be diſſolved, that he might be 
freed from the Frailties and Infirmities of this mortal 
Life, under which he laboured, and could not always, 
nor in a perfect Degree, promote the Glory of his re- 
deeming God; therefore he deſired to be with them 
who follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, and are 
ever receiving Glory from him, and ever giving Glory 
to him. And the Lord granted his Deſire; he literally 
anſwered his Prayer; for he departed in Peace, accord- 
ing to the Word of God, as I purpoſed to ſhew under 
my third Head, 

What it is to be at Peace with God, and to depart 
with a Senſe of this Peace upon our Minds, I cannot 

better 
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better expreſs, than in the excellent Words of the pre- 
ſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Nine Sermons, 
P. 132. The Peace of Gd is that Senſe of being in 
Friendſhip with him, that feeling of Comfort and Joy 
flowing from him, which paſſeth all Underſtanding, ex- 
ceeds the Conceptions of thoſe who have not experienced 
it, and will exceed hereafter the preſent Conceptions of 
thoſe who have.” And the Believer, even when he is 
departing this Life, has a Senſe of his being in Friend- 
ſhip with God, and has a Feeling of Comfort and Joy 
flowing from him. This is promiſed in Scripture, and 
this is fulfilled to them who, being juſtified by Faith, 
have Peace with God : being reconciled to the Father 
through the Son of his Love, they live, and they die 
in Peace. 


I ſuppoſe ſome weak in the Faith are thinking thus 
within themſelves: © Well, is it ſo, that true Believers 
die in Peace and Joy? I am ſure I could not at preſent; 
for I am dreadfully afraid of Death ; and what would 
not I give to be delivered from theſe Fears ? for they 
make my Life miſerable.” My Brethren, why are you 
in Bondage to them? God offers you Deliverance. 
There are many general Promiſes in his Word, that let 
what will happen to Believers, the Peace of God ſhall 
rule in their Hearts. Thus, J. xxvi. 3. Thou wilt keep 
bim in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ftaid upon thee, 
And as it is a perfect, ſo it is a continual Peace. The 
Lord of Peace himſelf, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Theff. iii. 16, 
give you Peace always by all Means; for after he has 
once given this Peace,” he makes all Means, even the 
moſt unlikely, tend to the promoting of it ; therefore 
Death can by no Means weaken, and much leſs deſtroy, 
this Peace of God. Theſe general Promiſes he fulfilled 
to the Patriarchs :—for St. Paul ſays, Heb. xi. 13. That 
they all died in Faith : they acted Faith in their Death, 
and PI" had a ſweet Senſe of the Peace of God 

in 
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in their Hearts when they died. David ſhews us the 
Reaſon of their dying in Faith, P/al. xlviii. 14. This 
God is our God for ever and ever, be ſhall be our Guide 
even unto Death. They knew that their God would be 
with them to guide and keep them, when the Body re- 
turned to Duſt, and the Spirit returned to God who 
gave it: and therefore David ſpoke for himſelf what 
each of them alſo could ſay, —When I walk through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, Iwill fear no Evil, be- 
cauſe thou my God art then with me : thy Rod and thy 
Staff comfort me even then. Pſal. xxiii. 3. With this 
Faith they looked upon Death as difarmed of its Sting 
and Power to hurt ; and therefore they laid down their 
Heads, and fell aſleep in the Arms of Death, with as 
much Compoſure as any weary Traveller ever longed 
nus fof Reſt. They ell aſleep. The Scripture ſpeaks of 
ers their Death under this beautiful Image, to teach us that 
nt; Death was as ſweet to them as ever Sleep was to a hard- 
uld labouring Man. The Faithful fell aſleep quietly and 
1ey compoſedly. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? They 
ou had no Evil to fear; for they were at Peace with God. 
ce. And what could Death do to hurt that Peace? It does 
let indeed diſſolve all other Bonds, but it ſtrengthens this. 
nall It is the happy Inſtrument of faſtening the Bond of Peace 
ecp with a Tie which never, never can be diſſolved. And 
hee. when the Faithful look upon Death in this Light, what 
The is there in it but Joy and Peace, even a Joy unſpeak- 
I6, able, and a Peace that ſurpaſſeth all Underſtanding ? 
has Perhaps ſome of you think this is not always the 
Caſe ; becauſe there are very good Men who have had 
ſtrong Conflicts and Struggles before Death. Nay, my 
Brethren, think not ſo wickedly of God. Is it accord- 
ing to his Word that the Faithful ſhall depart in Peace, 
and do they not? What! can the Word of God be 
broken? No; it ſhall ſtand faſt for ever and ever. And 
in the Caſe which you ſtate, it does not follow that this 
| Peace 
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Peace is weakened or deſtroyed, becauſe it is tempted; 
by no Means. The Senſe of this Peace may remain 
when it is moſt furiouſly attacked ; for it is the Peace of 
God. God gave it, and God keeps it; and he may 
ſuffer the Devil to tempt, but not to deſtroy it. The 
more it is tempted, the more Honour redounds to God 
for preſerving it in the fiery Trial. It was more. to 
God's Glory to preſerve his Children in the fiery, Furnace, 
than to have kept them out of it. Doubtleſs he that 
has the Power of Death, will make his laſt Efforts, and 
try to ſhake the Faith of a dying Believer. The Devil 
will then ſet upon him with all his Fury. But though 
he be a roaring Lion, yet he is chained ; and the Al- 
mighty Saviour ſo over-rules his Malice and Rage, that 
he makes them work together for his Glory and his 
People's Good; as he did remarkably in the laſt Efforts 
Which the Enemy made againſt our dear Brother; He 
ſaw him in great Weakneſs of Body, and then made a 
furious Onſet againſt his Faith ; but the dear Immanuel 
was with him, and would not give him over into the 


Enemy's Hands. His Faith was tried, and it came 


like Gold out of the Fire. He knew that it would be 
tried, and had therefore prepared himſelf for the fiery 
Trial. Speaking of it to a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
who was often with him in his laſt Sickneſs, he ſaid,.— 
« How many precious Texts are there, big with the 
rich Truths of Chriſt, which we do not comprehend, 
which we know nothing of; and of thoſe which we do 
know, how few do we remember? Bonus Textuarius ef 
bonus Theologus, and that is the Armour. The Word 
of God is the Sword ; theſe Texts are the Weapons, 
which I muſt uſe when that ſubtle Spirit, that arch Ad- 
verſary of Mankind, comes to tempt and fift me in my 
laſt Conflict, Surely I had need be well provided with 


theſe Weapons, I had need have my Quiver full of 


them, to anſwer Satan with Texts out of OP - 
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God when he aſſaults me. Satan did aſſault him, but 
found him prepared and armed. Mr. Hervey ſaid to his 
Friends the Day that he died, Oh you know not how 
great a Conflict Ihave. And after he had far for ſome 
Time with tus Eyes conſtantly lifr up towards Heaven, 
and his Hands claſped together in a praying Form, he 
faid, * Now this great Conflict is over.” Jeſus made 
him Conqueror over all the Powers of Darkneſs ; having 
endeavoured to rob him of his Peace; but in vain, they 
left him in the Saviour's Arms, never more to be 
tempted ; and he watched over him with the tendereſt 
Love, until he took him Home. And when he went, 
he indeed departed in Peace. - His Body ſeemed to be 
ready as well as his Soul. When Death came, he had 
not one Struggle with it. There was not a ſingle Groan 
or Sigh, or any Thing that could ſhew the leaſt unwil- 
lingneſs to depart. He had ſuch a gentle Diſmiſſion as 
he had prayed for in Simeox's Words. He departed in in 
Peace, and fell aſleep. 


I have now finiſhed-what I had to offer upon the three 
Particulars mentioned'in my Text; and it appears, that 
when a Sinner is convinced of his'Want of a Saviour, 
and is convinced that Jeſus is ſuch a Saviour as he 


wants, able and willing to ſave to the uttermoſt, and 


when he is made to ſec his Intereſt in the perfect com- 
plete Righteouſneſs of this adorable Saviour, and is 
aſſured of it from the Word and Spirit of God, and 
from the Fruits of Righteouſneſs produced in his Life 
and Converſation, then he is prepared to die; then he 
may deſire it with Submiſſion to God's Will; and when- 
ever Death comes, he may expect to depart in Peace, 
according to the Word of God. Theſe great Truths 


I have illuſtrated from Scripture and from Experience, 
more eſpecially from the Experience of our dear Brother, 


now with the Lord, of whom I have ſpoken nothing 


more than what the Words of my 1 ext naturally led 
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me to ſay. If I were to attempt to draw the Character 
of this excellent Man, J would conſider him in the 
ſeveral Relations in which. he ſtood to God and Man, 
and would exhort you to follow him, ſo far as he fol- 
Jowed Chriſt. But. the Compaſs of this Diſcourſe will 
not ſuffer me to enlarge. I can only juſt obſerve ſome 
particular Inſtances, from whence it will evidently ap- 
pear that he had ſeen. the Salvation of God. He had a 
clear View of it by the Eye of Faith, and was able to 
act Faith upon it, for his was a Faith working by Love. 
We love God, ſays the beloved Apoſtle, becauſe be firf 
loved us; becauſe we know by Faith that he firſt loved 
us: ſo that our Love is the reflex Act of his Love to us. 
And Mr, Hervey had great Experience of God's Love 
to him, and therefore his Heart was full of Love to 
God ; and ont of the Abundance of his Heart his Mouth 
ſpake. There was ſuch a Sweetneſs of Heart-Love 
upon his Tongue, that he uſed to ſpeak of the Love of 
the adorable Redeemer, like one who had ſeen him Face 
to Face in the Fulneſs of his Glory. He would, with 
all the Power of Language and Dignity of Sentiment, 
ſpeak for a long Time together in Praiſe of the ever- 
bleſſed Saviour. But you might plainly fee, though 
every Body elſe was pleaſed, yet he was not ſatisfied with 
what he had ſaid. He thought he had not ſaid enough, 
and what he had ſaid fell far below his Lord's Merit. 
But ſtill he would try again, and indeed was never weary. 
You could not hear him ſpeak for any Time upon this 
his favourite Subject, without being convinced that he 
felt what he ſaid; and if you had any Love of God, 

when you went into his Company, his Converſation 
would inflame it. He had an Excellency, which I never 
ſaw to ſo great a Degree in any other Perſon. He never 
let an Opportunity ſlip of ſpeaking of the Love of 
Chriſt. He would take Occaſion from the moſt com- 


mon Incident, and -yet it would not appear forced : for 
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he had a wonderful Talent at ſpiritualizing and improving 
whatever happened about him; by which Means he 
hindered the Converſation from turning, upon trifling 
Matters, and, at the ſame Time, kept it up with Spirit 
and Uſefulneſs. Having ſet the Lord always before 
him, he ſaw the Love of God in every Thing, and 
therefore it is not to be wondered that all Objects and 
Events ſhould give him Occaſion to ſpeak of it. In his 
laſt Sickneſs it continued ſtill to be his favourite Theme ; 
for whenever my Friend, who was much' with him, 
came into the Room, he would begin to talk of the 
Love of Chrift, and of the great Things which Chriſt 
had done for him, until his Breath failed him ; and as 
ſoon as he had recovered himſelf a little, he would pro- 
ceed upon the ſame ſweet Subject ; fo that he might 
have truly applied to himſelf the Words of the Prophet, 
— My Mouth ſhall be telling of thy Righteouſneſs and of 
thy Salvation all the Day long ; for I know no End thereof. 
This Heart-Love to God appeared evidently in every 
Part of his Character. As a Miniſter, his Faith wrought 
by Love to the Souls of Men in all the Offices of his 
Function. While his Health permitted him, he watched 
like a faithful Shepherd over his Flock. He uſed to 
viſit them from Houſe to Houſe, and to ſpeak freely to 
them of the State of their Souls ; and when the Weak- 
neſs of his Body obliged him to drop theſe religious 
Viſits, he would often grieve, that he could not be more 
uſeful, and would ſpeak with great Concern and Un- 
eaſineſs of his not being able to preach oftener, and to 
do more for Chriſt. In the Pulpit he was fervent and 
earneſt with his People, and would often exert himſelf 
beyond his Strength : for he preached the great Doc- 
trines of Salvation, as one who had experienced the 
Power of them. It was manifeſt to all who heard him, 
that he felt what he ſpake. And when we ſpeak what 
we know, and teſtify what we have ſeen, then God 
d 2 bleſſes 
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bleſſes this experimental Preaching. He puts a divine 
Power and Energy into it, and renders it effectual to 
awaken Sinners, to comfort them that mourn for Sin, 
and to edify and build up the Faithful. Mr. Hervey had 
many happy Proofs of the Uſefulnefs of his preaching 
for each of thefe Purpoſes ; and therefore he did not 
think it enough to preach once a Week on the Lord's- 
Day, bur he ſet up a weekly Lecture at Weſfton-Favell, 
which was very well attended, and was bleſſed to many 
of his Neighbours, who will be his Glory and Crown 
of rejoicing in the Preſence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
at his coming. 

He did not forget that he was a Miniſter in his own 
Houſe ; for he called his Family together twice a Day 
to ſerve God, It was his Cuſtom in the Evening, after 
the Servants had read the Pſalms and the Second Leſſon, 
to explain ſome Part of what had been read. In this 
Exerciſe he would ſometimes dwell. for half an Hour; 


and when he met with a ſweet Paſſage upon the Love of 


-Chriſt, I have heard him ſpeak for three Quarters of an 
Hour, and then he concluded with Prayer. 

In the Morning, when the Family were met together, 
he uſed to aſk the Servants, —< Well! where was our 
Text laſt Night?” And after they had repeated it, he 
made them give an Account of what had been ſaid upon 


it; and then he would repeat and enforce his laſt Night's 


Diſcourſe, concluding with Prayer. 

In the Afternoon, when he was called down to Tea, 
he uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teftament 
with him, and would either ſpeak upon one Verſe or 
upon ſeveral Verſes, as Occaſion offered. This was 
generally an improving Seaſon. The Glory of God is 
very ſeldom promoted at the Tea- Table; but it was at 
Mr. Hervey's, Drinking Tea with him was like being 
at an Ordinance ; for it was EE "— the . of 
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+ As a Member of Society, his Faith wrought abun- 
dantly by Love to his Neighbour: for he was full of 
good Works. His Charities to the Poor were very 
large and that he might be liberal to them, he was 

ery frugal in his own Expences. He choſe rather to 
— the Poor, than to give them Money. He uſed 
to get ſome judicious Perſon to buy Linen, coarſe Cloth, 
Stockings, Shoes, Sc. for them at the heſt Hand, 
alledging that the Poor could not buy ſo good a Com- 
modity at "i little Shops, and with Driblets of Money. 
« ] am God's Steward,” ſays he, © for his Poor, and 
I muſt huſband the little Pittance I have to beſtow upon 
them, and make it go as far as poſſible.” But where 
Money would be particularly ſerviceable to a Family 
long afflicted with Sickneſs, or to a prudent Houle- 


Keeper who had met with great Loſſes in Trade, he 


would give five, ten, or fifteen Guineas at a Time, 
taking Care it ſhould not be known from whence the 
Money came. 

He gave away a great Number of good Books, with 
ſuitable Inſtructions for their Uſe, and eſpecially Bibles. 
In the blank Leaf he frequently wrote ſomething ſtriking, 
or elſe ſtuck in a printed Paper, relating to the Promiſes 
of God in and through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Mr. Hervey's Income was but ſmall, and it may be 
wondered how he managed it fo well as to have ſuch 
Sums to ſpare for charitable Uſes ; but what Money 
was left, after the Family Expences were paid, and all 
the Profits ariſing from the Sale of his Books, which 
was a very conſiderable Sum, he gave away in Charity. 
He made of it a Bank for the Poor. « And this,” ſays 
he, © I have devoted to God. I will on no Account 
apply it to any worldly Uſes. I write not for Profit or 
for Fame, but to ſerve the Cauſe of God; and as he has 
bleſſed my Attempt, I think myſelf bound to relieve 
the Diſtreſſes of my Fellow-Creatures with the Profit 
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that comes from this Quarter.” And he is ſtill relie ving 


them. He was not willing that his Charities ſhould die 
with him ; for he ordered all the Profit ariſing from the 
future Sale of his Books to be conſtantly applied to 
charitable Uſes. Thus, having believed in God, he was 
careful to maintain good Works, knowing that theſe 
Things are good and profitable unto Men. 


In his private Life he was under the Influence of the 
ſame Faith, working by Love to the Will and Com- 


mandments of God. His holy walking was very ex- 
emplary. What he ſaid, in Words, concerning his In- 
tereſt in the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs, he proved by 
his Actions ; for he was very ſenſible of the Importance 
of this Scripture, He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought 
himſelf alſo to walk, even as he walked. (1 Jobn ii. 6.) 
Mr. Hervey walked very cloſe after Chriſt ; and found 
that the Belief of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs being imputed 
to him for his Juſtification, was ſo far from being a 
licentious Doctrine, that it inſpired him with the nobleſt 
Motives to a grateful Obedience. His holy Life was 
an excellent Recommendation of his Principles : for I 
never ſaw one who came up fo near to the Scripture- 
Character of a Chriſtian. - God had enriched him with 
great Gifts, and with great Graces, and had made him 


humble : for he was humbled by the Power of Grace. 


He had been a very vain proud young Man ; but the 
Grace of God emptied him of Pride and Self, and 
clothed him with Humility. Having put on Chriſt, he 
had put on with him the Ornament of a meek and quiet 
Spirit ; which appeared in his great Patience and Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God. He had ſome very ſharp 
Trials of his Faith and Patience, both from God and 
from Men, and he learned Obedience by the Things 


-which he ſuffered. It was very remarkable, that in his 


long Illneſs he was never known to fret or be uneaſy; 
| nor 
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nor did the Perſons about him ever hear one angry, or 
one haſty Word come out of lis Mouth. © |, 

The ſame Principle of Faith working by Love was 
manifeſt in his Studies, which he directed to the Glory 
of God. He was once a great Reader of the Greet 
and Roman Authors, and his Writings ſhew that he had 
a good Taſte for claſſical Learning; but for ſome Years 
paſt he chiefly applied himſelf to the Study of the Sa- 
ored Scriptures, God had bleſſed him with a fine Under- 
ſtanding, and a great Memory, which he exerciſed in 
reading the Bible in the original Languages. He was 
very well ſkilled in the Hebrew, and was an excellent 
Critic in the Greek, and was a Scribe inſtructed unto 
the Kingdem of Heaven, who, like unto a Man that is 
an Houſeholder, bringeth forth out of his Treaſure 
Things new and old. He had a great Veneration for 
this Treaſure of the Old and New Teſtaments. He 
uſed to talk of them an the higheſt Terms, next to that. 
adorable Perſon of whom they treat. They were ſweeter 
to him than Honey and the Honey-comb; and ſo they 
will be to every one who reads them, as he did, with 
Faith. Whoever can a& Faith upon the exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes contained in the ſacred 
Volume, will find ſo much Sweetneſs in it, that he will 
have but little Reliſh left for other Books. 

As to his Writings, I leave them to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. They ſtand in no Need of my Praiſes. They 
are in the Hands of the Public, and every Reader will 
form his own Judgment. Oh that the Spirit of the 
living God may direct it, that whoever reads his Writings 
may learn to have no Confidence in the Fleſh, but to 
make Mention of Jehovah's 5 Rightcoulueſs, even of his 


only. 


The Time would fail me, if I was to enlarge upon 
all the Particulars of his Life and Death. That was 
not my Deſign. I only intended briefly to relate ſome 
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Things, from whence a tolerable Judgment might be 
formed of. Mr. Hervey's Character. But I cannot finiſh 
without taking Notice of the laſt Scene of his Life, 
which was very triumphant and glorious. The haſt and 
great Trial of his Faith was. more precious than that 
of Gold which periſneth. Its Preciouſneſs never ap- 
peared more than in the Hour of Death; for then he 
evidently ſaw by Faith, and apprehended the Salvation 
of God, and could rejoice in a clear View of his own 
Intereſt in it. When Dr. Stonhouſe ſaw him for the laſt 
Time, namely, on ' Chriftmas-Day, about two Hours 
before he expired, Mr. Hervey preſſed Home upon him 
his everlaſting Concerns, in the moſt affectionate Man- 
ner; telling him that here is no abiding Place, and 
| begging of him to attend, amidſt the Multiplicity of 
his Buſineſs, to the one Thing needful. * 

The Doctor, ſeeing the great Difficulty and Pain with 
which he ſpoke, (for he was almoſt ſuffocated with 
Phlegm and frequent Vomitings), and finding, by his 
Put, t that the Pangs of Death were then coming on, 
defired that he would ſpare himſelf. * No,” ſays he, 
&« Doctor, no. You tell me I have but a few Moments 
to live ; Oh, let me ſpend them in adoring our great 
Redeemer. Though my Fleſh and my Heart fail me, 
yet God is the Strength of my Heart and my Portion 
for ever.” He then expatiated in rhe moſt ſtriking 
Manner upon theſe Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
All Things are yours, Life and Death : for ye are Chriſt's, 
& Here,” ſays he, © is the Treaſure of a Chriſtian. 
Death is reckoned amongſt this Inventory ;—and a noble 
Treaſure it is. How thankful am I for Death, as 1t 1s 
the Paſſage through which I paſs to the Lord and Giver 
of eternal Life, and as it frees me from all this Miſery 
you now fee me endure, and which I am willing to en- 
dure, as long as God thinks fit ; for F know he will, by 
and by, in his own good Time, difmiſs me from the 
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Body. Theſe light Afflictions are but for x Moment, 
and then comes an eternal Weight of Glory. Oh wel- 
come, welcome Death Thou mayft well be reckoned 
among the Treaſures of the Chriſtian.—-To live is Chriſt, 
but to die is Gain,” 

After which, as the Doctor was taking his final Leave 
of him, Mr. Hervey expreſſed great Gratitude for his 
Viſits, though it had been long out of the Power of 
Medicine .to cure him.—He then pauſed a little, and, 
with great Serenity and Sweetneſs in his Countenance, 
though the Pangs of Death were then on him, repeated 
theſe triumphant Words— 

« Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
according to thy moſt holy and comfortable Word : for 
mine Eyes have feen thy precious Salvation. Here, 
Doctor, is my Cordial. What are all Cordials to the 
dying, compared to the Salvation of Chnſt? This, 
this ſupports me.” He found this ſupporting him in 
his laſt Moments, and declared it, by ſaying, twice or 
thrice, Precious Salvation] and then leaning his Head 
againſt the Side of the eaſy Chair in which he fat, he 
ſhut his Eyes, and fell aſleep. Oh precious Salvation! 
How precious muſt it be to the dying Man, who, in- 
tereſted in it, can thank God for Death, and reckon it 
among his Riches; who, ſupported by Faith in the 
Salvation of God, can account it his gain to die; and 
can gladly ſay, Oh welcome, welcome Death! May 
this Faith ſupport you; my Brethren, when all other 


Supports fail, and make Salvation as precious to you as: 


it was to Mr. Hervey ! and of this you may be aſſured, 
that what the Lord did for him he is able alſo to do for 
you. He was indeed a glorious Inſtance of the Power 
of Grace ; for by the Grace of God he was what he 
was. And Grace is free; as free for you as it was for 
him ; able alſo to make you live and die as much to the 


Glory of God as he did, He was truly a burning and 
55 ſhining 
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ſhining Light ; but the Lord's Hind is not ſhortened.” 


It can make your Light ſhine alſo before Men, and 
enable you to adorn the Doctrine of God your Saviour 
as much as Mr. Hervey did. And the great Uſe to be 
made of his Example is, to ſtir you up to glorify God 
for the Gifts and Graces beſtowed upon him, and to 
deſire the ſame may be beſtowed _ you. With this 
View I ſhall apply it, 

Firſt, To thoſe Perſons who have never ſeen the Sal- 


vation of God, and, conſequently, are not prepared to' 


depart in Peace; and theſe are all careleſs Sinners, who 
live ſecure in the wilful Commiſſion of Sin. Mr. Hervey 
knew, that whenever the Lord ſhould call him out of 
this Life, he ſhould be found in Chriſt, not having his 
own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that which 


is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which 


is of God by Faith; and, clothed in this Righteouſ- 
neſs, he was certain that he ſhould. appear at the Bar 
of Juſtice without Spot of Sin, unto eternal Salvation. 
But this is not your Experience. Nay, you have never 
been awakened to defire it. You have never been 
humbled under a Senſe of your loft Condition, nor 
broken down under a Conviction of your Helpleſſ- 


neſs: ſo that you have never ſeen your Want of a Sa- 
viour, and, conſequently, have never ſeen the Salva- 
tion of our God. If you entertain any Hopes of de- 
parting in Peace, while you are in this, State, you are 


of all Men' the moſt deceived ; for when Death comes, 


it will find you in your Sins unpardoned, without any 


Faith in the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs to make Death 


deſirable, but with every Thing that can make it ter- 
rible. The holy, juſt, and good Law of the moſt high 


God will accuſe, Conſcience will plead guilty, Juſtice 


will condemn and puniſh, and the Wrath of God will 


abide upon you for ever and ever. How is it poſſible 
you ſhould depart in Peace, unleſs you die inſenſible? 


and that would be dreadful indeed. If Sin —— 
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far infatuate you, that you never awake out of its de- 
juſive Slumbers until you are called to receive the Wages 
of Sin, Oh think what Sort of a Peace you ſpeak to 

ourſelves! ſince it leaves you in the greateſt Danger, 
and, at the ſame Time, inſenſible of it. To depart in 
ſuch a falſe Peace, would be your everlaſting Deſtruc- 
tion. Oh Sirs, conſider then what a Deluſion you are 
under! The Wrath of an offended God abideth on you, 
the Curſes of his broken Law hang over your guilty 
Heads, and you are liable to the Vengeance of his 
almighty Juſtice; and yet you think yourſelves ſafe. 
You are ſaying, Peace, Peace, while all the Powers in 
Heaven and Earth are at War with you, and in a Mo- 
ment you may be cut off, and delivered over to the 
Tormentors; and then you will have a fad and eternal 
Experience of that awful Threatening, There is no Peace, 
ſaith my God, to the wicked. 

Men and Brethren, what do you ſay to theſe Things? 
Are they true, or are they not? If they be true, why 
are you not influenced by them? And if you think 
them not true, why do you make any Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion? Why do you come to the 
Houſe of God to attend upon his Ordinances ? Your 
Appearance here ranks you among Profeſſors ; and if 
you keep up the Form without the Power of Godli- 
neſs, I have for you, in the Second Place, a Word of 
Reproof. | | | 

There have ariſen, in the latter Days, Mockers, who 
pretend to ridicule the ſeeing of the Salvation of God, 


and the being thereby prepared to depart in Peace. 


Poſſibly there may be ſome ſuch amongſt us To-day, 
who laugh at all vital and experimental Religion. If 
there be, I would aſk them, whether the Scripture has 
not promiſed Deliverance from the Fear of Death ? Is 
it not written, (Heb. xi. 15.) That Chriſt came to deliver 
them who through Fear of Death were all their Life-Time 
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ſubject to Bondage Obſerve, they were in Bondage to 
the Fear of Death, but Chriſt came to deliver them. 
And did not he attain the End for which he came ? 
Moft certainly he did. I have finiſhed, ſays he to his 
Father, the Work which thou gaveſt me to do. Now, it 

was Part of the Work to deliver his People from the 
Fear of Death; and as the Work was finiſhed, conſe- 
quently they are delivered. And they ſay they are. 
They atteſt it, and they have given the moſt convincing 
Proofs of their having conquered all Fear of Death: 

they have been afflifted, tormented, ſtoned, fawn 
aſunder, put on the Rack; and yet they would not 
accept Deliverance, becauſe they: were ſure of obtaining 

a better Reſurrection. And of theſe there have not 
been two or thee only, but a noble and numerous Army, 
yea a great Multitude, whom no Man could number; 
and, Glory be to God, it is an increaſing Multitude : 
there are ſome who daily depart in Peace, and there are 
Hundreds, Thouſands, now alive, who are waiting for 
their Departure with Hopes full of Immortality ; and 
why ſhould you think they will be diſappointed of their 
Hope ? Will Chriſt break his Word ? Can his Promiſe 
fail? No: his Word and his Promiſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 

when Heaven and Earth ſhall be no more; and until 

the Place of them ſhall not be found, the Lord will, 
always have ſuch Witneſſes of the Truth of the Doctrine 

in my Text, as Mr. Hervey, who will depart this Life 
in the Triumph of Faith. , 

Againſt theſe plain Facts what can you object? They 
are founded upon the clear Promiſes of Scripture, which 
are literally fulfilled at this very Day ; and you can have 
no Pretence to reject their Authority, unleſs you run 
into downright Scepticiſm, and deny the Authority of 
the Holy Scriptures. If any of you have arrived at 
this Pitch of Ridicule, I ſhall not reaſon with you at 
preſent. Let the Day decide the Point. H Death does 

not, 
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not, judgment will. You will be forced to be tried by 
that Book which you reject, and by that Judge whom 
you have inſulted and vilified. O that you may be 
convinced of your Error before it be too late! May 
God open your Eyes to ſee your Guilt and your Danger, 
that you may ſue for Mercy along with them Who are 
ſceking the Experience of the Doctrine in my Text ; to 
whom I have, in the Third Place, a Word of Comfort. 
I ſuppoſe there are many Perſons here, who find the 
Sting of Death in their guilty Conſciences, and who 
therefore deſire to be delivered from the Fear and from 
the Power of Death. My Brethren, there is a glorious 
Deliverer, who has, in his own Perſon, -con 


Death, and him that had the Power of Death; and he 


is able to make you Conquerors. His Power is Al- 
mighty : for he is the Lord God Omnipotent ; and he 


is an all-loving Saviour, who is more ready to give, 


than you are to aſk, his promiſed Help. Since he has 
ſhewn-you your Want of it, aſk and you ſhall-have, ſeek 
and you ſhall find. | | 
You do ſeek, you ſay, but it is with many Doubts 
and Fears. Of what do you doubt? of Chriſt's Power 
or of Chriſt's Love? He can deliver you. All Things 
are poſſible to him, becauſe all Power in Heaven and 
Earth is in his Hands. And he is a God of Love; he 


has ſhewed Mercy to the greateſt of Sinners, and has 


ſhed his Love abroad in their Hearts. He has given 
them Faith to ſee their Intere:t in him, and then they 
were happy living or dying: for whether they lived, 
they lived unto the Lord; or whether they died, they 
died unto the Lord: fo that living and dying they were 

the Lord's. | 
True, fay you, I believe this was the happy Caſe of 
Mr. Hervey, and of many others; but I am full of 
Doubts and Fears, becauſe Jam ſuch an unworthy 
Creature, that I do not deſerve any Mercy. Nor did 
| they : 
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they : God did not treat them upon the F 1 of 
Deſert; what he gave them was mere Bounty, flowing 
from the Riches of his unmerited Love. That is the 
Way in which he beſtows his great Salvation. All the 
Bleſſings of it are free, as free for one Sinner as for 
another. None are excluded, becauſe they are great 
Sinners; Paul found Mercy: and none are rejected, 


becauſe of their Unworthineſs; Mary Magdalen was 


pardoned; and why may not you? For all the Gifts of 
God flow from his free Grace, and are beſtowed upon 
unworthy Sinners ; and if you are one of them, you 
are a proper Object to receive the Bleſſings of free 
Grace; and the Senſe of your Unworthineſs ſhould 
make you more carneſt in aſking, but it is no Bar to 
your receiving, all the Bleſſings of Salvation ; for Jeſus 
Chriſt aſſures us in his Word, that he came to ſeek and 
zo ſave that which was loft ; ſuch loſt Sinners as you are. 

Thus you ſee what Encouragement you have to be- 


lieve in God. You have his Word and his Promiſe to 


rely upon ; you have the Teſtimony of God's People, 
declaring that they were once, as you are, afraid of 
Death, but now Chriſt has taken away the Fear of it. 
They have ſeen the Salvation of God, and know by 
Faith, that all the Bleſſings of it are freely given them 
in Chriſt Jeſus ; therefore they are ready, they deſire to 
depart, May the tender Mercies of our God bring 
every one of you into this happy State ! And to thoſe 
who are already in it, I make my fourth Remark. 


My Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, you have ſeen 


the Salvation of God, and are delivered from the Fear | 


of Death: what Return will you make unto the Lord 
for all the Benefits which he hath done unto you ? Cer- 
tainly you will not forget the- great Things which he 
has already given you, and the greater Things for which 
you are waiting ; and let theſe Conſiderations conſtrain 
= to love this divine Benefactor, and to ſerve him 

without 
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without Fear, in an holy Obedience, all the Days of 
your Lives. Give Evidence of the Sincerity of your 
Love, as your Lord requires; F ye love me, keep my 
Commandments :—Keep near to me in my Ways, and 
walk cloſe with me in mine Ordinances, and you will 


not only thereby give Proof of your Love, but it will 


alſo grow exceedingly ; and as it grows, your Deſire to 
depart will grow with it; for when the Love of Chriſt 
rules in the Heart, you will be ready, yea, you will 
deſire to depart, and to be with him. This was the 
happy Experience of our deceaſed Brother ; and let his 
Example ſtir you up to great Care and Watchfulneſs 
in your holy walking heavenwards, that your Faith 
may be always working by Love, as his did. Conſider 
the Graces of his Life, and ſeek the ſame. Stop not 
ſhort, but try to get beyond him. Conſider his Death. 
Remember with what perfect Aſſurance he ſpake of his 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and what ſtrong Proofs he gave of 
it; and then pray that your Faith may ſtand as un- 
ſhaken as his was in that great Time of Trial. And, 
above all, forget not what ſupported him in his laſt 
Moments ; it was the clear View he had of his Intereſt 
in the great Salvation of God: * This, this,” ſays he, 
« ſupports me,” —now at the Approach of Death. Oh 
how precious did Salvation then appear to him, when 
he found Death coming diſarmed, and without a Sting! 
and it grew ſtill more precious, when, with his laſt 
Breath, he declared, that Death had no Power to hurt 
the Peace of God, which ruled in his Heart; for even 
then he found Salvation precious. You need not fear, 
my Brethren, but this will be your happy Experience. 
God has given you the Knowledge of Salvation by the 
Remiſſion of your Sins; and as your Faith grows ex- 
ceedingly, Salvation will grow exceedingly precious. 
The greater Experience you hereby get of the Love of 
Chriſt, the more will you be ſupported under.the Trials 

of 
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pf Life, and the better prepared for the Trials of Death, 
Nou will find, that the ſweet Senſe of Chriſt's Love in 


the Heart will enable you to rejoice in Suffering, and 
then you need not fear but it will enable you to rejoice 


in the Sufferings of Death. For who or what ſhall 
ſeparate Believers from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall the 
Troubles of Life, or the Pains of Death ? Shall Tribu- 
lation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Naked- 
neſs, or Peril, or Sword? No; in all theſe Things we 
are more than Conquerors through him that loved us. 
More than Conquerors! Oh glorious Warfare, in which 
Behevers not only conquer their Enemies, but alſo reap 
innumerable and endleſs Bleſſings to themſelves. Even 
Death is to them a real Bleſſing ; they expect it, they 
find it ſo, and they are more than Conquerors over it, 
through him that loved them. 

In the laſt Place, I muſt put you all in Remembrance, 


that neither the Words of my Text, nor what has been 


ſaid upon them, will be of any Benefit without a Bleſ- 
ſing from God. We cannot ſee his Salvation with the 
Eye of Faith, nor Experience the Power of it, without 
the Help of his Grace. It is from him, who has done 
all for us, that all muſt be done in us; and if ſome 
good Impreſſions have been made this Day upon any of 
your Hearts, they will ſoon wear away, unleſs he pre- 
ſerve and ſtrengthen them. If you deſire, at preſent, 
to live Mr, Hervey's Life, and to die his Death, this 
Deſire will be ineffectual, unleſs it be carried into Act 
by the mighty working of God's Spirit: he is all in all. 
For which Reaſon we always begin and always end the 
hearing of the Word with Prayer; being aſſured, that 
if Paul ſhould plant, and Apollos ſhould water, yet it 
would be to no Purpoſe, unleſs God ſhould give the 


Increaſe, Oh that it may be abundant this Day to his 
Glory, and to the Good of your Souls, To that End 


let us pray 
4 e O al- 


A Sermon on Mr. Herver's Death. Ixv 


« O almighty and moſt merciful God, we humbly 
beſeech thee to look down with Mercy upon this Con- 
gregation, and to bleſs the Words which we have heard 
this Day with our outward Ears. Make them the 
Means of opening the blind Eyes which have never ſeen 
their Want of thy Salvation. Lord, enlighten them, 
and help them to ſeek, until they find Pardon and Peace 
in thee. Be gracious to thoſe who are now waiting 
upon thee, believing, that after they have ſeen thy Sal- 
yation, they ſhall be able to depart in Peace. O Lord 
God, manifeſt it unto them, and add this Day to the 
Number of thoſe who have ſeen and experienced it. 
We deſire to glorify thee for every living Chriſtian who 
knows in whom he has believed, and 1s ready and pre- 
pared to depart in Peace, We give all the Praiſe to 
the Riches of thy free Grace. And we alſo bleſs thy 
holy Name for all thy Servants departed this Life in thy 
Faith and Love, beſeeching thee to give us Grace ſo 
to follow their good Examples, as they followed Chriſt ; 
that with them we may be Partakers of thy heavenly 
Kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake, our only Mediator and Advocate; to whom, 
with thee, and the Holy Spirit, three co-equal Perſons 
in one Jehovah, be Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing, 
and Praiſe, for ever and ever, Amen.” 


Vor. I. e THE 


MEDITATELFWRS 


AND 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


CONTAINING 


MEDITATIONS AMONG THE TOMBS; 


REFLECTIONS ON A FLOWER-GARDEN; 
AN o, 


A DESCANT ON CREATION, 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT; 
CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS; 


AND, 


A WINTER-PIECE. 


BY JAMES HERVEY, M. A. 
Late Rector of Veſton-Favell, in Northamptonſhire. 
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MaAb AM, 


HESE Reflections, the One on the deepeſt, the 

Other on the gayeſt Scenes of Nature; when they 
proceeded privately from the Pen, were addreſſed to a 
Lady of the moſt valuable Endowments. Who crowned 
all her other endearing Qualities, by a fervent Love of 
Cuxisr, and an exemplary Conformity to his Divine 
Pattern. She, alas! lives no longer on Earth; unleſs 
it be in the Honours of a diſtinguiſhed Character, and 
in the bleeding Remembrance of her Acquaintance. 


Ir is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh You a richer Bleſſ- 
ing, or a more ſubſtantial Happineſs, than that the ſame 
Spirit of unfeigned Faith, the ſame Courſe of undefiled 
Religion, which have enabled Her to triumph over Death, 
may both animate and adorn your Life. And you will 
permit me to declare, that my chief Inducement in re- 
queſting your Acceptance of the following Meditations, 
now they make a public Appearance from the Preſs, is, 
that they are deſigned to cultiyate the ſame facred Prin- 
fiple, and to promote the ſame excellent Practice. 

Loxo, Madam, may you #lcom in all the Vivacity 
ahd Amiablenefs of Youth, like the charming Subject 
of one of theſe Contemplations, But at the fame Time 
zemember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior Accom- 

pliſbments, You muſt one Day fade, (may it prove ſome 
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very remote Period !) like the mournful Objects of the 
other. This Conſideration will prompt You to go on, 
as you have begun, in adding the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, 
and all the Beauties of Holineſs, to the Graces of an en- 
gaging Perſon, and the Refinements of a polite Edu- 
cation. . 

AnD might—O! might the enſuing Hints furniſh 


You with the leaſt Aſſiſtance, in proſecuting ſo deſirable : 


an End ; might they contribute, in any Degree, to.eſca- 
bliſh your Faith, or elevate your Devotion; they would, 
then, adminiſter to the Author ſuch a Satisfaction, as 
Applauſe cannot give, nor Cenſure take away: A Satis- 
faction, which I ſhall be able to enjoy, even in thoſe 
awful Moments, when all that captivates the Eye is ſink- 
ing in Darkneſs, and every Glory of this lower World 
diſappearing for ever. 

TRESsE Wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt agreeable 
Employ of my Thoughts, ſo they come attended with 
this additional Circumſtance of Pleaſure, that they are 
alſo the ſincereſt Expreſſions of that very great Eſteem, 
with which I am, 


Mapan, 
wur moſt Obedient, 
Maſt Humble Servant, 


Weſton-Favell, zear 
Northampton, JAuzs HER VIV. 
May 20, 1746. | 


EY, 
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THE firſt of theſe occaſional Meditations, begs leave to 

remind my Readers of their latter End ; and would 
invite them to ſet, not their Houſes only, but, which is in- 
erpreſſibly more needful, their Souls, in Order: That they 
may be able, through all the intermediate Stages, to look 
forward upon their approaching Exit, without any anxious 
Apprehenſions : And, when the great Change commences, 
may bid Adieu to terreftrial Things, with all the Calmneſs 
of a chearful Reſignation, with all the Comforts of a well- 
grounded Faith. 


The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little Traces of the © 


All-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for the grand and gracious 
Purpoſes of everlaſting Salvation. That a Senſe of bis un- 
utterable Dignity, and infinite Perfections, may incite us to 
regard Him, with Sentiments of the moſt profound Venera- 
tion; 10 long for an aſſured Intereſt in his Merits, with all 
the Ardency of Deſire ; and to truſt in his powerful Me- 
diation, with an Affiance not to be ſhaken by any Tempta- 
tions, not to be ſhared with any Performances of our own. 


I flatter myſelf, that the Thoughts conceived among the 
Tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane Mind. 
Becauſe, as there are few, who have not conſigned the Re- 
mais of ſome dear Relations, or honoured Friends, to theſe 

filent Repoſitories ; ſo there are none, but muſt be ſenſible, 
that this is the Houſe appointed for all Living; and that 
A 3 they 
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they themſelves, are ſhortly to remove into the ſame ſelemn 
Manſions.— And who would not turn aſide, for a while, | 
from the moſt favourite Amuſements, to view the Place, 
where his once-loved Companions lie? Who would not 
ſometimes ſurvey thoſe Apartments, where he himſelf is to 
take up an Abode, till Time ſpall be no more! 
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As to the other little Eſay, may I not humbly preſume, 
that the very Subject itſelf will recommend the Remarks ? 
For, wwho is not delighted with the Proſpect of the blooming 
Creation, and even charmed with the delicate Attractions 

of Flowers? Who does not covet to aſſemble them in the 
Garden, or wear them in a Noſegay * Since this is a Paſſion 
fo univerſal, who would not be willing to render it productive 
of the ſullimeſt Improvement? Ibis Piece of holy Frugality, 
I have ventured to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exemplify, in 
the ſecond Letter ; that, while the Hand is cropping the 
tranſient Beauties of a Flower, the attentive Mind may bt 
enriching itſelf with ſolid and laſting Good, — And I cannot 
but entertain ſome pleaſing Hopes, that the niceſt Taſte may 
receive and reliſh religious Impreſſions, hen they are con- 
veyed by ſuch lovely Monitors; when the inſtructive Leſſon; 
ore found, not on the Leaves of ſome formidable Folio, but 
ſtand legible on the fine Sarcenet of a Narciſſus ; when they 
favour not of the Lamp and Recluſe, but come breathing 
from the fragrant Boſom of a Jonquil. 
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* THIRD EDITION. 

ning 

10ns NINO +. | 

th, i MUST entreat the Purchaſers of the former Editions, 
7 to excuſe the Freedom I have taken, in making ſeveral 
* conſiderable Additions to this. It has been done at the Per- 
liry, ſuafion of ſome judicious Friends, who apprehended, the 
„ 1 Piece might be more uſeful, and leſs unworthy of the public 
the Patronage, if it touched upon ſome very intereſting Subjecis, 
ye hitherto omitted. As I bad no Views, but to render the 
nt Performance more pleaſing and ſerviceable ; no Reader, I 
may 8 hope, will be offended at my Practice, or complain of it as 
con- injurious. Nevertheleſs, as I would willingly avoid, wwhat- 
ſons ever might ſeem to ſtand in Need of an Arolocv; I de- 
but re Leave to declare, That no future Inlargements, or A.- 


terations, ſhall be ſuffered to depreciate what, with the 
deepeſt Gratitude for their paſt Encouragement, I now com- 
mit to the Candour of the Public. 
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VERSES To Mx, HERVEY, 


ON HIS 


SEED 1TATION+S. 


N theſe lov'd Scenes, what rapt'rous Graces ſhine, 
Live in each Leaf, and breathe in ev'ry Line! 

What ſacred Beauties beam throughout the Whole, 
To charm the Senſe, and ſteal upon the Soul! 
In claſſic Elegance, and Thoughts—his own, 
We ſee our Faults as in a Mirror, ſhown : 
Each Truth, in glaring Characters expreſt, 
All own the Twin Reſemblance in their Breaſt : 
His eaſy Perieds, and perſuaſive Page, 
At once amend, and entertain the Age : 
Nature's wide Fields all open to his View, 
He charms the Mind with ſomething ever New : 
On Fancy's Pinions, his advent'rous Soul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the Whole : 
From Death's dark Caverns in the Earth below, 
To Spheres, where Planets roll, or Comets glow. 

See him explore, with more than human Eyes, 
The dreary Sepulchre, where Granville lies. 
Converſe with Stones, or monumental Braſs, 
The rude Inſcriptions,—or the painted Glaſs : 
To gloomy Vaults deſcend with awful Tread, 
And view the ſilent Manſions of the Dead. 

To gayer Scenes he next adapts his Lines, 
Where laviſh Nature in Embroid'ry ſhines : 
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The Jeſſ' mine Groves, the Woodbine's fragrant Bow'rs, 

With all the painted Family of Flow'rs : 

There, Sachariſſa! in each fleeting Grace,” 

Read all the tranſient Honours of thy Face. 
With equal Dignity, now ſee Him riſe 

To paint the ſable Horrors of the Skies : 

When all the wide Horizon lies in Shade ; 

And Midnight Phantoms ſweep along the Glade : 

All Nature huſh'd—a folemn Silence reigns, 

And ſcarce a Breeze diſturbs the ſleeping Plains. 
Laſt, yet not leſs, in Majeſty of Phraſe, 

He draws the full-orb'd Moon's expanſive Blaze ; 

The waving Meteors; trembling from on high, 

With all the mute Artill'ry of the Sky: 

Syſlems on Syſtems, which in Order roll, 

And dart their lambent Beams from Pole to Pole. 
Hail, mighty Genius! whoſe excurſive Soul 

No Bounds confine, no Limits can controul: 

Whoſe Eye expatiates, and whoſe Mind can rove, 

Through Earth, through ÆEther, and the Realms above: 

From Things inanimate can direct“ the Rod, 

In juſt Gradation, to aſcend to Gop. 

Taught by thy Lines, ſee hoary Age grows wiſe, 

And all the Rebel in his Boſom dies: 

E'en thoughtleſs Youth, in Luxury of Blood, 

Fly the infectious World, and dare—be Good: 

Thy ſacred Truths ſhall reach th'impervious Heart; 

Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart : 

Een Malice love, and Calumny commend ; 

Pride beg an Alms, and Av'rice turn a Friend. 
Centred in CHRIST, who fires the Soul within, 

The Fleſh ſhall know no Pain; the Soul, no Sin: 

Een in the Terrors of expiring Breath, 

We bleſs the friendly Stroke, and live—in Death. 


Oxfird, April 28, 1748. 


* An Alluſion to the Cuſtom, of ſhewing curious Objects, and particu» 
lariſing their reſpective Delicacies, by the pointing of the Rod. 
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By @ Pavysrciav. 


ELESTIAL Meditant! Whoſe Ardors riſe 
Deep from the Tombs, and kindle to the Skies; 
How ſhalt an earthly Bard's profaner String 
Refound the Flights of thy Seraphic Wing? 
When great ELITAR, in the fiery Car, 
Flam'd viſible to Heav'n, a living Star, 
A Seer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his Mantle caught his Spirit too. 
Wit, Fancy, Fire, and Elegance, have long 

Been loſt in vicious or ignoble Song: 
Sunk from the chaſtely Grand, the pure Sublime, 
They flatter'd Wealth and Pow'r, or murder'd Time. 
*Fis Thine their devious Luſtre to reduce, 
To prove their nobleſt Pow'r, their genuine Uſe ; 
From Earth-born Fumes to clear their tainted Flame, 


And point their Flight to Heav'n—from whence they came. 


O more than Bard in Proſe! to whom belong 
Harmonious Stile and Thought, in rhymeleſs Song ; 
Oſt, by thy friendly Conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly whiſpering Manſions of the Dead: 
Where the grim Form, calcining Hinds and Lords, 
Grins at each fond Diſtinction Pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal Energy they teach; 
Lifeleſs, they threaten ; mould'ring as they preach 
To each ſuccceding Age, thro' ev'ry Clime, 

The Span of Life, and endleſs Round of Time : 

Hence may propitious Melancholy flow, 

And Safety find me in the Vaults of Woe. 
While ev'ry Virtue forms thy mental Feaſt, 

I glow with fair Sincerity at leaſt: 

I feel (thy Face unknown) thy Heart refin'd, 

And taſte, with Bliſs, the Beauties of thy Mind; 

Collecting clearly, thro” thy ſacred Plan, 

What Reverence of Gop! what Love to Man! 

O] when at laſt our deathleſs Forms ſhall riſe, 

And Flow'rs and Stars deſiſt to moralize ; 
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Shall then my Soul, by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 
And bear the Splendors of eſſential Day? 
But while my Thoughts indulge the glorious Scope, 
(My utmoſt Worth beneath my humbleſt Hope) 
{| Conſcience, or ſome exhorting Angel, cries, 
« No lazy Wiſhes reach above the Skies. 
« Would you indeed the perfect Scenes ſurvey, 
« And ſhare the Triumphs of unbounded Day; 
« His Love-diffuſive Life with Ardor live; 
« And die like this divine Contemplative.” 


Landon, July 9, 1748. 


By a PHYSICIAN. 


O form the Taſte, and raiſe the nobler Part, 
To mend the Morals, and to warm the Heart: 

To trace the genial Source, we Nature call, 
And prove the Gop of Nature Friend of all; 
HER VEy fer this his mental Landſcape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole Creation out to View. 

Th'enamel'd Bloom, and variegated Flow'r, 
Whoſe Crimſon changes with the changing Hour ; 
The humble Shrub, whoſe Fragrance ſcents the Morn, 
With Buds diſclofing to the early Dawn : 
The Oaks that grace Britannia's Mountains Side, 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior “ Pride; 
All loudly So v'x REIGN EXCELLENCE proclaim, 
And animated Worlds confeſs the ſame. 

The azure Fields that ſorm th'extended Sky, 
The planetary Globes that roll on high, | 
And ſolar Orbs, of proudeſt Blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervient to the great Deſign. 
Men, Angels, Seraphs, join the gen'ral Voice : 
And in the Lord of Nature, ALL rejoice. 


The Cedar. 
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His, the grey Winter's venerable Guiſe, 
Its ſhrowded Glories, and inſtructive Skies &; 
His, the Snow's Plumes, that brood the ſick*ning Blade; 
His, the bright Pendant that impearls the Glade.; 

The waving Foreſt, or the whiſp'ring Brake ; 

The ſurging Billow, or the ſleeping Lake. 

The SAME, who pours the Beauties of the Spring, 
Or mounts the Whirlwind's deſolating Wing, 

The Sa uE, who ſmiles in Nature's peaceful Form, 
Frowns in the Tempeſt, and directs the Storm. 

Tis thine, bright Teacher, to improve the Age; 
Tis thine, whoſe Life's a Comment on thy Page. 
Thy happy Page ! whoſe Periods ſweetly flow, 

Whoſe Figures charm us, and whoſe Colours glow. 
Where artleſs Piety pervades the Whole, 

Refines the Genius, and exalts the Soul. 

For let the Witling argue all he can, 

It is Religion ſtill that makes the Man. 

"Tis This, my Friend, that ſtreaks our Morning bright; 
*Tis Tig, that gilds the Horrors of our Night. 

When Wealth forſakes us, and when Friends are few ; 
When Friends are faithleſs, or when Foes purſue 
*Tis Thie, that wards the Blow, or ſtills the Smart; 
Diſarms Affliction, or repels its Dart; 

Within the Breaſt bids pureſt Rapture riſe; 

Bids ſmiling, Conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs Skies. 

When the Storm thickens and the Thunder rolls, 
When the Earth trembles to th' affrighted Poles ; 

The virtuous Mind, nor Doubts nor Fears aſlail ; 
For Storms are Zephyrs, or a gentler Gale. 

And when Diſeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring Breath, 
When the Heart ſickens, and each Pulſe is Death; 
E'en then Religion ſhall ſuſtain the Juſt, 

Grace their laſt Moments, nor deſert their Duſt. 


Auguſt 5, 1748. 


& Referring to the Winter- Piece, 
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S ſome net Star attracts th*admiring Sight, 
His Splendors pouring through the Fields of Light, 

Whole Nights, delighted with th' unuſual Rays, 
On the fair heav'nly Viſitant we gaze: 
So thy fam'd Volumes ſweet Surprize impart, 
Mark'd by all Eyes, and felt in ev'ry Heart. 
Nature, inform'd by Thee, new Paths has trod, 
And riſes, here, a Preacher for her Gop ; 
By Fancy's Aids myſterious Heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us by our Senſes, to the Skies. 
To deck thy Stile collected Graces throng, 
Bold as the Pencil's Tints, yet ſoft as Song. 
In Themes, how rich thy Vein! how pure thy Choice! 
Tranſcripts of Truths, own'd clear from Scripture's Voice: 
Thy Judgment theſe, and Piety atteſt, 
Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy Breaſt, 
There, what thy Works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 
And all they teach in Doctrine, lives in Thee. 


Oh!—might they live!-—Our Prayers their Strife engage; 
But thy fix'd Languors yield us ſad Preſage. 
In vain ſkill'd Med cine tries her healing Art: 
Diſeaſe, long Foe, entrenches at thy Heart. 
Yet on new Labours ſtill thy Mind is prone, 
For a World's Good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Active, like Day's kind Orb, Life's Courſe you run, 
Its Sphere {till glorious, tho' a ſetting Sun. 
Redemption opes Thee wide her healing Plan, 
Health's only Balm; her ſov'reign'ſt Gift to Man. 
Themes ſweet like theſe thy Ardors, freſh, excite: 
Warm at the Soul, they nerve thy Hand to write; 
Make thy try'd Virtues in their Charms appear, 
Patience, rais'd Hope, firm Faith, and Love ſincere ; 
Like a big Conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by thy Night of Woe. 


Known were thy Merits to the Public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble Song. 
Damp'd are my Fires; my Heart dark Cares depreſs ; 


A Heart, too feeling from it's own Diſtreſs. 
4 Proud 
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Proud on thy Friendſhip, yet to build my Fame, 


I gain'd my Page * a Sanction from thy Name. 1 
Weak theſe Returns (by Gratitude tho' led) 

Where mine ſhall in thy fay'rite Leaves be read. 
Yet, o'er my conſcious Meanneſs Hope prevails ; 1 
| Lowe gives me Merit, where my Genius fails. 1 
On it's ſtrong Baſe my ſmall Deſert I raiſe, A 
Averſe to Flatt'ry, as unſkill'd to praiſe. T 
| Mosss Browns, - 
Alile-End-Green, Feb. 23, 1749. - 
Ir 
H 
T 
HENCE flow theſe ſolemn Sounds? this raptur'd - 

Strain? 

 Cherubic Notes my wond'ring Far detain ! - 
Yet tis a Mortal's Voice: Tis Hervey ſings: Fe 
Sublime he ſoars on Contemplation's Wings : 0 
In ev'ry Period breathes ecſtatic Thought, 285 
Hervey, twas Heav'n thy ſacred Leſſons taught. T 


Celeſtial Viſions bleſs thy ſtudious Hours, 
Thy lonely Walks, and thy ſequeſtred Bow'rs. Ve 


What fav'ring Pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret Aids, 
Thy cavern'd Cell, thy curtain'd Couch, pervades? 
Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy Themes, 

In Whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy Dreams? 
Jesvs! Effulgence of paternal Light! 
Ineffably divine! ſupremely bright! 

Whoſe Energy according Worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe Ardors in thy glowing Breaſt. 
We catch thy Flame, as we thy Page peruſe ; 
And Faith in every Object Jesvs views. 
We in the bloomy breathing Garden trace 
Somewhat—like Emanations of his Grace: 
Yet muſt all Sweetneſs and all Beauty yield, 
{dume's Grove, and Sharon's flaw'ry Field, 
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Compar'd with Jzsvs: Meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt Lily, faint the lovelieſt Roſe. 

Divine Inſtructor! lead thro' midnight Gloomy, 
To moralizing Stars, and preaching Tombs : 
Thro' the ſtill Void a Saviour's Voice ſhall break, 
A Ray from Jacob's Star the Darkneſs ſtreak : 
To Him the faireſt Scenes their Luſtre owe; 

His Cov'nant brightens the celeſtial Bo; 
His vaſt Benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
The yellow Harveſts, and the verdant Meads. 

Thy Pupil, Hzz ver, a Redeemer finds 

In boundleſs Oceans, and in viewleſs Winds : 

He reins at Will the furious Blaſt, and guides 

The rending Tempeſts, and the roaring Tides. 

O give, my Soul, thy Welfare to his Truſt : 

Who rais'd the World, can raiſe thy ſleeping Duſt! 
He will, he will, when Nature's Courſe is run, 
Midſt falling Stars, and an extinguiſh'd Sun: 

He will with Myriads of his Saints appear. 

O may I join them, tho' the meaneſt there! 

Tho” nearer to the Throne my Hervey ſings; 

Tho' I at humbler Diſtance ſtrike the Strings; 
Vet both ſhall mingle in the ſame Employ, 
Both drink the Fulneſs of eternal Joy. 
Jonx Dvics. 
Clerkemwell-Green, 


Feb. 24, 1749-50. 
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K · Numbers of our Race ſurvey 
The Monarch of the golden Day, 
Night's ample Conopy unfurl'd, 

In gloomy Grandeur round the World, 

The Earth in Spring's Embroidery dreſt, 

And Ocean's ever-working Breaſt! 

And ſtill no grateful Honours riſe 

To Him who ſpreads the ſpacious Skies, 


P 


Who hung this Air-ſuſpended Ball, 


And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in All! 


To chaſe our ſenſual Fogs away, 
And bright to pour th' eternal Ray , 
Of Deity inſcrib'd around 
Wide Nature to her utmoſt Bound, 
Is Herxveyr's Taſk: And well his Skill 
Celeſtial can the Taſk fulfil : 
Aſcending from theſe Scenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's Praiſe to ſhow, 


His ſacred Contemplations ſoar, 


And teach our Wonder to adore. 
| Now he ſurveys the Realms beneath, 
The Realms of Horror, and of Death; 
Now entertains his vernal Hours 
In flow'ry Walks, and blooming Bow'rs ; | 
Now hails the black-brow'd Night, that brings 
AÆthereal Dews upon her Wings; 
Now marks the Planets, as they roll 
On burning Axles round the Pole : 
While Tombs, and Flow'rs, and Shades, and Stars, © 
Unveil their ſacred Characters 
Of Juſtice, Wifdom, Pow'r, and Love; 
And lifts the Soul to Realms above, 
Where dwells the God, in Glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs Influence round. 
So Jacob, in his bliſsful Dreams, 
Array'd in Heav'n's refulgent Beams, 
Saw from the Ground a Scale arife, 
Whoſe Summit mingled with the Skies : 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the Road, - 
The Stage to Earth, and Path to God. 
Hervey, proceed! For Nature yields 
Freſh Treaſure in her ample Fields ; 
And in ſeraphic Ecſtaſy 
Still bear us to the Throne on high. 
Ocean's wild Wonders next explore, 
His changing Scenes, and ſecret Store ; 
Or let dire EARTHQUAKE claim thy Toil, 
EARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty Iſle. 
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So, if ſmall Things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear Man, thy Labours, and thy Worth, 
he Bee upon the flow'ry Lawn 
Imbibes the lucid Drops of Dawn, 
Works them in his myſterious Mould, 
And turns the common Dew to Gold. 
| TroMas Gig ons. 
London, May 26, 1750. 


Dre Author ! whom the Saints inſpire ! 

And whiſp'ring Angels with their Ardors fire ! 
From Youth like mine, wilt thou accept of Praiſe ! 

Or ſmile with Candor on a Stripling's Lays ? 

My little Laurel (but a Shoot at moſt) 

Has hardly more than one ſmall Wreath to boaſt. 

Such as it is—(Ah ! might it worthier be!) 

Its ſcanty Foliage all is due to I Hee. 

Oh! if, amongſt the Honours of thy. Brow, 

This lender Circlet may but humbly grow: 

If its faint Verdure haply may find Place— 

A Foil to others ,—Tho' its own Diſgrace; 

Accept it, HeRvey, from a Heart ſincere, 

And for the Giver's Sake, —the Tribute wear. 

Thy Soul-improving Works perus'd, what Tongue 
Can hold from Praiſe, or check th' applauſive Song? 
But ah! from whence ſhall Gratitude obtain 


Language that may its glowing Zeal explain ? 

How to ſuch wond'rous Worth adapt a Strain ? 
Deſcrib'd by Thee, cold Sepulchres can charm ; 
Storms, calm the Soul; and freezing Winter, warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy Shades, we view pale Night 
Surrounded with a Blaze of mental Light. 

Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent | penſive! flow ! 
On her dark Robe unnumber'd Meteors glow ! 

How on her Head a ſtarry Crown ſhe wears! 

Bright in her Hand the Lamp of Reaſon bears ! 

2 Smiling, 


| avid } 
Smiling, —behold ! She points the Soul to Heav'n, 
And bids the weeping Sinner be forgiw'n! 

But when thy Fancy ſhifts this ſolemn Scene, 
And ruddy Morning gilds the chearful Green; 
With ſudden Joy we view the Proſpect chang'd, 

And bluſhing Sweets in beauteous Order rang'd. 
We ſee the Violets ; ſmell the dewy Roſe, 

And each Perfume that from the Woodbine flows : 
A boundleſs Perſpective there grects our Eyes: 
Rich Vales deſcend, and verdant Mountains riſe. 
The Shepherds Cottages, the rural Folds : 

All, that thy Art deſcribes, the Eye beholds ! 

Amazing Limner ! whence this matchleſs Pow'r ? 
Thy Work's a Garden !—ey'ry Word, a Flow'r ! 
Thy lovely Tints almoſt the Bloom excel, 

And none but Nature's Self can paint ſo well! 

Hail, holy Man !—henceforth thy Work ſhall ſtand 
(Like ſome fair Column by a Maſter-Hand, 

Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring Pile) - 
At once to grace, and elevate our Ie. 

Tho' imple, lofty ; tho' majeſtic, plain; 

Whoſe bold Defign the Rules of Art reſtrain. 

In which the niceſt Eye ſees nothing wrong : 
Tho?” poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, tho' ſtrong. 


Sr. GzorGe MoLESWORTH. — 

June 24, 1750. | Th 
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3 Pleaſure's Lap the Muſes long have lain, Her 
And hung, attentive, on her Si-en Strain: Wit 
Still toils the Bard beneath ſome weak Deſign, Tha 
And puny Thought but halts along the Line: Hun 
Or tuneful Nethings, ſtealing on the Mind, Glac 


Melt into Air, nor leave a Trace behind, 
While to thy rapt'rous Proſe, we feel, belong 
The Strength of Wiſdom, and the Voice of Song: 1 
This lifts the Torch of ſacred Truth on high, 
And points the Captives to their native Sky. 
How 


How 
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How falſe the Joys, which Earth or Senſe inſpires, 
That clog the Soul, and damp her purer Fires! 
Truths, which thy ſolemn,$eenes, my Friend, declare, 
Whoſe glowing Colours paint us as we are. 

Yet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 

Dull Melancholy reigns, or Trifles ſway ; 

Ill would the Strains of Levity befit, 

And ſullen Gloom but ſadden all thy Wit: 
Truth, Judgment, Senſe, Imagination join 

And ev'ry Muſe, and ev'ry Grace is thine. 

Religion prompting the true End of Man, 
Conſpiring Genius executes the Plan; 

Strong to convince, and elegant to charm; 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 

Rais'd by Degrees, we elevate our Aim; 

And grow immortal as we catch thy Flame ; 
True Piety informs our languid Hearts, 

And all the Vicious, and the Vain, departs. 

So, when foul ſpreading Fogs creep ſlowly on, 
Blot the fair Morn, and hide the golden Sun; 
Ardent he pours the boundleſs Blaze of Day, 

Rides thro' the Sky, and ſhines the Miſt away. 

O, had it been th' Almighty's gracious Will, 

That I had ſhar'd a Portion of thy Skill ; 

Had this proor Breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly Beam, 
Which ſpreads its Luſtre thro' thy various Theme; 
That ſpeaks deep Leſſons from the ſilent Tomb, 
And crowns thy Garden with freſh-ſpringing Bloom; 
Or, piercing thro' Creation's ample Whole, 

Now ſooths the Night, or gilds the Harry Pole; 

Or marks how inter calls her howling Train, 
Her Snows and Storms, that deſolate the Plain ; 
With Thee the Muſe ſhould trace the pleaſing Road, 
That leads from Nature up to Nature's Gop ; 
Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 
Glad to obey, and happy to adore. . 


PRTER WHALLEY. 


Northampton, 25 Aug. 1750. 
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be whole cloſes with à View of the preſent Security, 
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blem of the ſmaller Differences among Proteſtants, 122 — Re- 
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tranſlated, 133-135—A favourite Tenet of Mr. Pope's 
rightly lated, 136 —The brute Creatures unaffefted with 
Flowers: Their fine Qualities peculiarly intended to delight 
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Paſfion- Flower ; its Deſcription ; with a religious Improve- 
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Glow-worm, and Ignis fatuus ; the Pleaſures of the Werld, 
and Powers of unenlightened Reaſon, 26 3—4 Comet; ima- 
gined to be the Forerunner of Fudgments ; Licentiouſneſ 
abounding in a Nation, a much more formidable Omen; the 
Diftemper among the Cattle, 26 5— Northern Lights ; the 
Panic they occaſion ; the general Conflagration, 268 — The 
Moon rifing; brightens as ſhe advances ; ſuch ſhould be our 
moral Conduft, 27 1— Moon opens a majeſtic Scene; how 
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* for the Ni ight, 284. 
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Sufficiency for the moſt deplorable Caſes of Sin and Miſery, 3 12 
—The Power of GOD manifeſted in the Stari) Heavens ; = 
this the Chriſtian's conſtant Safeguard, and ſure Reſource, 31 5 
—The miſerable Condition of the Ungodly, who have Omni- 
potence for their Enemy, 319— be unwearied Patience of - 
this all-mighty Being, 321—The Wiſdom of GOD, diſplayed 
in the Skies ; Submiſſion to his Diſpenſations, even when they 
feem moſt frowning and ſevere; all ſpring from Love, and 
will terminate in Good, 322-—The Goodneſs of GOD, diffuſed 
through the vaſt Syſtem of created Things ; but far more il- 
luftrioufly exemplified in the Work of Redemption; the former 
View gives a moſt amiable, the latter a perfe#ly raviſhing, 
Idea of the Divine Beneficence, 325—The Purity of GOD, 
„ faintly 


1 


w CONTENTS. 


faintly repreſented by the unſpotted Firmament; the Dol 
ment of ſinful Man, the immaculate Excellence of bis Surety, 
333. — be unmeaſurable Dimenſions of the Sky; the greater 
Extent of the Divine Bounty and Mercy ; the tft of theſe Sub. 
jetts, being ſo peculiariy comfortable to Sinners ggonfidered ſome- 
wha copioufly, 
ſupports the Glu 
the Chriſtian in bis Courſe, $44—The 4 . of GOD 
portrayed, in the Stability of the heavenly lies, and Per- 
 petitity of their Motions; the Unreaſonableneſs of our Unbelief; 
Mot ives to an aſſured Faith, 348—Vearious Attributes of the 
DivineNature appear, withaglimmering Light, in the celeſtial 
Luminaries; all ſhtne forth, with thefulleft Luſtre in CHRIS 
 FES US, 351 - be Dignity of Prayer and Happineſs of ba- 
wing GOD for our Portion, 347 —The horrible Ingratitude, 
and * Perverſeneſs, of living without G in the 
_ Wirld, 359 Al the ralling Woryds on high, punZtually obe- 
dient lo their Maker's Orders; are a Pattem in this Refpet, 
and a Provoc . a tho rational Creation, 362 - Thegragua!l 
Appearance of and progreſſive State of a trie Conver- 

ion, e be Multitude of Stars; eſpecially in he Galaxy; 

"the more attentively ſurveyed, the greater Number diſcovered; 


this applied to the unſear chable Treaſures of Wiſdom in the 


_ Seriptares, of Merit in CHRIST, of Bliſein Heaven, 367 — 
The celeſtial Bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a Manner, as tobe delight- 
fil and ſerviceable to Man; adorn bis Abade, and _ 


"bis Time; @ filent Admonition this, to _unprove. the Talen!, 


370—Brighineſs of the Stars; Encouragement to Fidelity in 
the Miniſterial Office, 372 —Polar Star; its invariable Si- 


3 tuntion; Guidg to the ancient Mariners; ſuch the Word of 


GOD to our Souls; Perſuaſive to follow its-unerring Dic- 
tates, 37 3-—Variety in the Magnitude, and Splendor of the 


Stars; different Degrees in the World of Glory, yet all the 
55 ed N baph), 375 9 and Altraction, 


the 


bai ſuſtains the Arch of Heaven, and 
it contains; the ſame inviſible Hand upbclds 
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CON S. a 


the grand Principles that aFuate the Planetary "Ra Faith 


and Love bear much the ſame Proportion, in the Oeconomy of 
Chriftianity, 376—The admirable Effects, andextenſive Influ- 
ences, Attraction; the Ane of the HOLY GHOST onthe 
buman Mind, 378—Vaſt Gradation in theScale of. Beings; all 
art O es of the Divine Care, and full of the Divine Pre- 


ſence, 15 2 — The ſurpaſſing Worth of an immortal Soul: a 


Selicitude for its final W elfare urged, 387—2n unthinking 


View of the Skies is affecting; much more a rational and de- 


vout ane, 389 — The Scantingſs of our Knowledge, with Re. 


yard to the celeſtial Bodies, after all our Search they are O. 


jets of Admiraticn, rather than of Science; Exhurtation to ſuch 

pupils as are of eaſy Attainment, and will be of everlaſt- 
ing Advantage, 390 - Short Recapitulation of the Whale ; 
aud an Hynm of Praiſe, ſuited to the Occaſion, 392. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned 


Reader, that Aſtronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch 
Things; and ſpeak them with ſuch an Air of Afurarce; 
concerning the Diſtances and Magnitudes; the Motions 
and Relations, of the heavenly Bodies. I would deſire 


* 


ſuch a Perſon to conſider the Caſe of EcLieses, and wich 


what Exa#neſs they are calculated. They are not only 


foretold, but the very Inſtant of their Beginning is deter- 


mined. The preciſe Time of their Continuances aſſigned; 
aſſigned, almoſt to the Nicety of a Moment; and what is 


ſtill more ſurpriſing, for the Space of Hundreds or Thoy-. 
ſands of Years to come, —As this is a Matter of Fact, ab- 


ſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo a very obvious, yet folid 
Demonſtration, that the Principles of Science, on which 
thoſe Calculations proceed, are not mere Conjecture, or 
precarious Suppoſition ; but have a real, a certain Foun- 
dation, in the Nature and Conſtitution of Things. 
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Every Stone that we look upon, in this Repoſitory of paſt 
Ages, is both an Entertainment, and a Monitor. pF 


Plain-Dealer, Vol. I. N' 42. 
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F . 
=- 1 5 . « 4 
o * * : 


MaDaM;, 


Pie lately into Cornwall, I happened 
to alight at a conſiderable Village, in that County: "34 
Where, finding myſelf under an unexpected Neceſſity «4 
of ſtaying a little, I took a Walk to the Church . The 2 
Doors, like the Heaven to which they lead, were wide * 
open; and readily admitted an unworthy Stranger. 

Pleaſed with the Opportunity, I reſolved. to ſpend a * 

Minutes under the ſacred Roof. | , 


'* I had named, rn vix. 
KttxHAMPTON ; where ſeveral of the Monuments, deſcribed in che 
following Pages, really exiſt, But as I thought it convenient, to 
mention ſome Caſes here, which are not, according to the beſt of my —4 
, referred to in any Inſcriptions there; I have now 9 
omitted the Name. That Imagination might operate more freely, and 
the Improvement of the Reader be conſulted, without any Thing that | 
hould look like a Variation from Truth and Fact. ' _ "= 

B * 14 


LS MEDITATIONS 
I x a Situation fo retired and awful, 1 could not avoid 
falling into a Train of Meditations, 2 and mournfully 
* pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in ſome Degree prokit- 
able to me, while they poſſeſſed and warmed my 1 
0. if they may adminiſter any Satisfaction to yau, Ma- 
m, now they ate recollected, and committed to Writ- 
ing, I ſhall receive a freſh Pleaſure from them. 
Ir wasan ancient Pile ; reared by Hands, that, Ages 
ago, were mouldered into Duſt.—Situate in the Centre Hen 
of a large Burial- Ground; remote from all the Noiſe and 
Hurry Uf tumultuous Life.—The Body ſpacious ; the 
Structure lofty ; the Whole magnificently plain. A Row 
of regular Pillars extended ,themfelves through the 
Midſt; ſupporting the Roof with Simplicity, and with 
Digoley The Light, that paſſed: through the Win- 
dows, ſeemef} to ſhed a Kind of luminous Obſcurity ; 
which gave every Object a grave and venerable Air— 
The deep Silence, added to the gloomy Aſpect, and 
both heightened by the Lonelineſs of the Place, greatly e 
- increaſed the Solemnity of the Scene—A Sort of reltgi- 
eus Dread ſtole inſenſibly on my Mind, while I ad- 
vaneed;" all petifive and thoughtful, along the inmoſt 
| Aiſle, Such a Dread, 'as huſhed every ruder Paſſion, 
and d diflipated all the gay Images of an alloting World. 
- "Havine adored that Etetnal Majeſty, who, far from 
being confmed to Temples made with Hands, has Hea- 
ven for his Throne, and the Earth for his Footſtool—l 
took particular Notice of a handſome Aler-piece; pre- 
ſented, as I was afterwards informed, by the Maſter- 
Builders ↄf Stam“; out of Gratitude, F preſume, to 
| A Gov, ns mo Tn 
| or 
im 


»The Name of a A Seat, belonging to the late Earl of Bath * 
temarkable formerly for its excellent Workmanſhip, and elegant Furni- 
tare ones — e . n 
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* 
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AMONG THE Ton 3 
Tork; and enabled” him to de forth weir Top- 5 
ſtohe with J "at WR api 
0! How ie A Sata Fas "a it 55 | 
0 ſupreme Benefactor for it 5 Object. 1 have always 
oked upon Gratitude, as the moſt exalted Principle 
it can actuate the Heart of Man: It has ſomething 
oble, diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the Term) 
enerouſly devout. Repentance indicates dur Nature 
len, and Prayer turns chiefly upon a Regard to one's 
lf. But the Exerciſes of Gratitude W Me in Paradiſe; ' 


ben there As no Fault to deplore ; and will be perpe- 
atediin Heaven, when Goo mall be Nl in all „„ 


Tur Language of this ſweet Temper is; b 1 am un- 
deakably obliged: What Return ſhall make?” —And; 
rely, it is no improper Expreſſion of an” 
hankfulneſs, to decorate dur Creator's Courts; and N 4 
the Place whete His Honour dwelleh. Of bid, 
de Habitation of his Feet was-glorious 1 let it not, now, 
: ſordid or contemptible: It miſt - grieve an ingenu- 
s Mind; and be à Reproach to any People; to have 
ir owh Houſes wainſcotted with Cedar, and painted 
ith Vermylion; while the Temple of the Lord of Hoſts 
deſtitule of every decent Ornament: 


Hats 1 recalled; and was charmed, it, Halb. 
1 fine Addreſs to the Almighty; at che Dedication of - © 
famous Temple: With! nenſe Charge; and ex: 
ite Skith he had etected the moſt rich and fimiſhed 
tructure, that che Sun ever AW. Yet, upon a Review 
his Works and&a; Neflection on the tranſcendent Per- 
ctions of the Godhead; how he exalts the one, and 
aſes the other be Building was too glotious, for 


% denden dis e with the Otolind, ad ſores ese Bron a 


upon another 80 nen or Nerdes ſpring} Whars 
w lately ſtood; 1 : 


4 . MEDITATIONS 


the mightieſt Monarch to inhabit ; too 8 for un. 
hallowed Feet even to enter; yet infinitely too mean, fo 
the Deity to reſide in. It was, and the Royal Worſhip. 

per acknowledged it to be, a moſt muevellows Vaud 
ſafement in uncreated Excellency; to * put his Nam 
ce there. The whole Paſſage breathes ſuch a Delicacy, 
and is animated with fuch a Sublimity of Sentiment 
that I cannot perſuade myſelf to paſs on without re. 
peating it. But will GOD'indeed dell on Earth ? B. 
hald ! The Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens, cannot conta 
thee ! bow much leſs this Houſe that I have builded li- 
> Saying! Worthy the wiſeſt of Men. Wh 
would not chooſe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated Devotion 
rather than to own all the glittering Man of thi 
ſumptuous Edifice? - i 


nei. 27. — eee ee moſt bg, 
nificantly deſcribing the Amazement and Rapture of the Royal Pn. 
phet's Mind !1-GOD: He uſes no Epithet, where Writers of juberg 
Diſcernment would have been fond to multiply them: But ſpe: 
the Deity as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe Perfections 
are exalted above all Praiſe. Dæuell . To beſtow on finfal Creatud 
a propitious Look; to favour them with a tranſient Viſit of Kindne6 
even this were an utterable Obligation. Will he then vouchſafe u 
fix his Abode among them, and take up his ſtated Reſidence vis 
them ?—Jzdeced ! A Word, in this Connexion, pecukirly . 
erxpreſſive of a Condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraordinary almoſt 
. 'yohd all Credibility. Behold: Intimating the continued, a 
increaſing: Surpriſe of the Speaker, and awakening the Attention 
3 Behold ! the Heaven : The ſpacious is Concave Gf the Fr 
mament; that wide-extended Azure Cireamference, in which World 
unnumbered perform their Revolutions, is too ſcanty am A partes 
for the Godhead. — Nay, The Heaven of Heavens ; Thoſe vaſtly hight 
_ Trafts, which lie far beyond the Limits of onda Biever: | 
which our very Thoughts can hardly ſoar; even Theſe (unbounddif Un 
as they are) cannot afford an adequate Habitation for Jonovan 
even theſe dwindle i into a Point, when compared with the ITnfinituc 
of his Eſſence; even Theſe © are as nothing before him.” l 
nuch leſi proportionate is this poor ditninutive Speck (which I hun 
ett embelliſhing) to — . 
ye | 
9 W. 
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AMON'G' THE TOMBS. = 


bi. Archice&ture. And, perhaps, on a Sight of the ancient 
uch. Sanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial Obſervation 
ane WY f che Diſciples, * What Manner of Stones, and what 
Ac), «© Bui are here!“ — But what a #obler Turn of 


Thought, and jufer Taſte of Things, does it diſcover ; 
to join with Jyael's King, in celebrating the Condeſcen- 
ſion of he divine Inhabitant ! That the High and Lofty 
One, who fills Immenſity with his Glory, ſhould, in a 
e Harter, fix hls Abode there Should there 

manifeſt an Degree of his benedictive Pre- 
ſence ; permit ſinful Mortals to approach his Majeſty ; 
and promiſe to make them joyful in his Houſe of 
Prayer Ibis ſhould more ſenſibly affect our Hearts, 
than the moſt curious Arrangement of Stones, can de- 
light our Eyes. 

Nay, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dwell, 
in our Souls by his Holy Spirit; and to make even our 
Bodies his Temple. Tell me, ye that frame critical 
Judgments, and balance nicely the Diſtinction of 
Things ; © Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing ?” 
He" humbleth himſelf, the Scripture aſſures us, even 
to behold the Things that are in Heaven“ Tis a 
moſt condeſcending Favour, if HE pleaſes to take the 
kaſt approving Notice of Angels and Arch- angels, when 
they bow down in Homage from their celeſtial Thrones, 
Will He then graciouſly regard, will He be united, moſt 
intimately unitad to poor, polluted, breathing Duſt ?— 
UnparalleYd Honour! Invaluable Privilege! Be this 
anne nor envy 


an 


* Pal. oxiii, 6. ned uct 


4 \ 


4 MEDITATIONS! 


Bu let me remembor, what a Santriry of pipe 
1 Uprightne/s of Converſation, ſo exalted a Nelatin 
demands: Remember this, “and rejoice with trem 

x bling.“ - Hurſt I commit any Iniquity, while I tren 

8 theſe hallowed Courts ? Could the Jetiſh High- Pre 
allow Himſelf in any known Tranſgreſſion, while |: 
made that ſolemn yeatly Entrance: into the Holy 

_ Holies, and ſtood before the/ immediate preſence 

. ZEHOYVAH? No, truly. In ſuch "Circumſgince 
thinking Perſon muſt ſnudden at the moſt remote Sol. 
citation, to any, wilful Offence. I ſhould nem be'ſhock 
edd at the leaſt Indecency of Behaviour, and am appr. 
henſive of every Appearance of Evil. And why do w 
mot carry thus, holy Jealouſy, into all our ordinary Life? 

| Why do ye not, in every Place , reverence ourſelve; 
= as Perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as living Temples 
the Godhead ? For, if we are real, and not merch 
nominal Chriſtians, the Gp of Glory, according to lo + 

| "own Promiſe, + dwells in us, und walks ins.—O.! tl - 
bluse one Doctrine of our Religion might operate, with a A 

- abiding Efficacy, upon our Conſciençes! It would de 7: 

* 


Inſtead of a thouſand Laws, to xegulate yur Conduct; 
Inſtead of a 22 5 Motiyes to quicken, us in Holinck 
Under the Influence of fach k Conviction, we ſhoul 


| It 
"ſtudy to maintain a, Purity of Intention ; ; @ Dignity d : 
e and to yolk worthy, of N tranſcendently n m. . 
15 my * > Bras. bx; 7 2057 4 00 wth | ſe. 


=» 5 EO eee eee H 
Marin of Huber bad derided eafwaage ofthe beſt moral Pr P 
copts, ever given to the heathen. V 1 With Na ee Forte 5 


and very ſingular Advantage, does Argument take Place in tit 
Chriftian Scheme Where we are taught to regärd ourſelves, 10. 


tu 
merely as intellectual Beings, who have Reaſon for our Monitor ; but » E 
conſecrated Creatures, who have a Cor of the m moſt conſummate Perſet * 
wo. oY with us, ever irt. 3 

$ ; 1 2 Cor. Vi. 16. 


jeſtt 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 7 


El and with his Son Jzsvs Curr: 


Tux next Thing, which engaged my Attention, was 
the Lettered Floor. The Pavement, ſomewhat like 
Fzekiel's Roll, was written over from one End to the 


in another Reſpect ; and the bien to be Matter 
of Mourning, Lamentation, and Woe *.” They ſeemed 
to court my Obſervation; ſilently inviting me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb Monitors inform 
me of — That beneath their little Circumferences, . 
« were depoſited ſuch and ſuch Pieces of Clay, which 
« once ved, and moved, and. talked : That they had 


« the remaining Truſtees of their Memory.“ 


An! faid I, is ſuch my Situation The adorable 
Creator around me, and the Bones of my Fellow. 
Creatures under me I Surely, then, I haye great Rea. 
ſon to cry out, with the revering Patriarch, leu dread- 
ful is this Place f. Seriouſneſs and Nevin become this 
Houſe for ever. May I never enter it lightly or irreve-. 
rently ; but with a profound Awe, and godly Fear! 

0 that they were wiſe g ſaid the inſpired Penman... 
It was his laſt Wiſh for his dear People, He breathed 


It conſiſts not in refined Speculations; accurate Re- 


Hiſtory. The divite-Lawgiver ſettles this important 
kr Point in his next Aſpiration: O] that” they underſtood 
0 BY {bis ! That'they had right Apprehenſſons of "their ſpiri- 
„ uf al Intereſts, and eternal Concerns: That they had 
bet oi Eyes to diſcern, and Inglinations to purſue, the Things 
cri WY which belong 9 their eace Hut bow ſhall they at- 
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jelue Being, who admits us $0 « Fellowſhip with Him-/ | 


other. 1 ſoon perceived the Compariſon to hold good, 


« received a Charge to preſerve their Names, and were : 


it out, and gave up the Ghoſt, —But what is Wiſdom ?- 


ſearches into Nature ; or an univerſal Acquaintance with . 
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ſpeaks diſtinctiy, i in the Retirements of ſerious Cantem- 


1 1 i 1 2 
tain this valuable 


ditiouſly, this Science of Life, iy conſidering tbeir latter 


Eud. This Spark of Heaven is often loſt under the 


Glitter of pompous ition ; hut ſhines clearly, in 
the gloomy Manhons of the Tomb, Drowned is this 
gentle Whiſper, amidſt the Neiſe of ſecular Affairs; but 


plation—Behold ! how providentally I am brought to 


the School of Wiſdom !'* The Grave, 1s the moſt Rich. 


ful + Maſter; and theſe Inſtances of Mortality, the moſt 
inſtructive Leſſons, Come then, calm Attention, and 


compoſe my Thoughts; Come, thou caleftial Spirit, and 


enlighten my Mind ; that I may ſo peruſe theſe awful 


Pages, as to become ** wiſe unto Salvation.“ 
* EXAMINING the Records of Morality, I found. the 


- Memorials of a + promiſcucus Multitude, They were 


huddled, at leaſt they reſted together, without any Re- 


gard to Rank or Seniority. None were ambitions of the 


uppermoſt Rooms, or chief Seats, in this Houſe of 
Mourning ; none. entertained fond and eager Expec- 
tations of being. hanourably greeted, in their. dark- 
ſome Cells. The Man. of Years and Experience, re- 


puted as an Oracle in his Generation, was content to lie 


down at the Feet of a Babe. In this Houſe, appointed 
for all Living, the Servant was equally r 


22 The Man how wiſe, who ſick of gaudy Scenes, 
Is led by Choice to take his fav'rite Walk 
Beneath Death's s gloomy, ſilent, * 


©  - Unpierc'd by Vanity's fantaſtic Ray ? . 


To read his Monuments, to weigh Dutt, Ig. 
Wie bis Yak, und dwell among the Tombs! 


1 Wait the great Teacher Death. Porz. 
2 Mita Seaum'ac Juuenum denfantur Funera. Hon. 
Ait! ; $4 and 


2 I ſend chem 1 
the illuſtrious Teacher, to turn over all che Volumes of 
Literature: They may acquire, and much more expe- 
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2 — flept as * Condi, as the 
moſt opulent Poſeſor, All the Diſtinction that 
e * 
Stone, ornamented with Imagery. 
- Way then, faid 
ſhould we raiſe fiich's Stir, — — . 
Precedence ; when the next Remove, will reduce us all 
to 4 State of equal Meanneſs? Why ſhould we exale. 
ourſelves, or debaſe others? ſince we muſt all, one Da, 
be upon à common Level, and blended together in the 
_ ame undiſtinguiſhed Duſt? O!] that this Conſideration 
might humble my own, and others Pride ; TI Oy 


| Awons theſe confuſed Relics of Husa dee 
without Doubt, Perſons of contrary Intereſts, and en- 
tradiing Sentimenty, Bur Death, k ay oem inn ye 
man, has laid his and on the 9 
brought all their Differences to an“ atnicable Conc] 
on. Here Enemies, fworn Enemies, dwell together 
in Unity. They drop every imbittered Thought, and 
forget that they once were Foes. Pe their crumb- 
ling Bones mix, as they moulder: And thoſe who, while 
they lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable Variance; here 
fall into mutual Embraces, and even with 
each other in the Grave. Ol tat we mighit learn from 
ee ee eee 
Iyurie 
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s; not to ſoment the Fever of Nentment; nor 
cheriſh the Turbulence of Paſton. Thar there may be 
as little Animoſity and Diſagreement in the Land of the 


Living, as there is in the herd ary l 


” . que: hee Corcentir cenne; $5 
| PP Vis. 


oe 


| ” 

= . |; I 

+» - | 
nd 6 | 

CY * = — | 
t | 
=” 
- 


| 5 * =” *-£ 
l «fe? Is "5 
E . 1 . 
——— > * by” 
\ of * . 0 » 2 2 
0 4 »P 7 
. = a i 4 w__ 3 
3 _— 
#- 2 $ 
= 
y 
- 2 
7 ">; * > 4 
bh YT % , 
in W * 
= l 5 


. 3 
= 
- * S 
= 
"+0098 A 
> *Y 
C 
©% wy — . " al 
for © + _ 4 « 5.4 
0 
„ 8 2 ul / : 
| n 8 — 
9 0 
* 
. "| - 1» 
7 , -- 
* = # * 


©. © MWEDIITAT ILON-S 
ui I ſuſpend for a while ſuch general Obſerva . 
addres myſelf to a more particular Inquiry. 

Foods thin Stone, Emblem of the ee it 
covers; Unfbriis the Beholder of One, who breathed out 
its tender Soul, almoſt in the Inſtant of receiving it.— 
There, the peaceful afar, without ſo mug as know. 

| ing what Labour and Vexation mean, « lies ſtill and 
eis quiet; it Neeps and i at Reſt.“ Staying only to 
_waſh away its native Impurity in the Laver af Regene- 
ration, it bid a ſpeedy Adieu to Time, and terreſtrial 
Things. What did the little haſty Sojourner find, fo 
forbidding and. diſguſtful i in our upper World, to occa- 
ſion its precipitate Exit? Tis written, indeed, of its 
faliering Saviour, that when he had taſted the Vinegar 
mingled. with Gall, He would not drink f. And did 
our new-come. Stranger, begin to % the Cup of Life ; 
but, perceiving the Bitterneſs, turn away its Head, and 
refuſe the Draught ?. Was this the Cauſe why the wary 
Babe only opened its Eyes; juſt Locked on the Light, 
and then withdrew, Ingo the ce 9 of 
undiſturbed Repoſe ? . Ini 39d. a 


. Hapey Voyager! No, Aer, ed a 
at the Haven 4 But more eminently happy h, WhO 
have paſſed the Wayes, and weathered.all the Storms, of 
3 troubleſome and dangerous World! Who, „ through 
« many Tribulaions,; have entered into the Kingdom 
of Heaven,” and thereby brought Honour to their 
divine -Convoy; adminiſtered, Comfort to the Companions 
of their Toil, and * e e Love 
og Pilgrims a7 1-0 l 
82 r — — * * 
1 Happy he tabs, who isis by Fate 


To ſhorter:Labour, and alighter, Weight. 
RNecęiv'd but Veſterday the £ Gift of Breath, 


Order'd Ta-morrow to return to Neath. Paton! s Sol, 


S. K 
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AMONG "THE TOMBS. 1 
Henry favoured 'Probitioner! accepted, without 


being exerciſed . It was thy peculiar Privilege, not to 
feel de ek of thoſe Evil, which , f rn. 
ing Kindred; which frequently ſetch Groans, from the 


. — manly Fortitude, or moſt elevated Faith. The 


Arrows of Calamity, barbed. with Anguiſh, are often 


fixed deep in our choiceſt Comforts: The fiery Darts 
e ſhot from the Hand of Hell, are always 


flying in Showers around our Integrity. To thee, 
ſweet Babe, both 2 F Dangers were alike 


Cen „ee Parents, W 


Tears. Why ſhould 0 lament, chat your little ones 


are'crowned' with Victory, before the Sword was drawn, 
or the Conflict begun? Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpoſer 


of Events, foreſaw ſome inevitable Snare of Tempta- 


tion forming, or ſome dreadful Storm of Adverſity im- 


And why ſhould you be ſd 04:10 4 
that kind Precaution; which houſed your pleaſant 

and removed into Shelter a tender Flower, before the 
Thunders roared : before the Lightnings. flew: before 
the Tempeſt poured its Rage: O remember! they arc 
not loſt, but taken away from the Euul to come *, 


Ar the ſame Time, let Survivers, doomed to bear the 


Heat ind Burden of the Day, for their 


reflect That it ! more honourable to have entered the 
Liſts, and to fought the good Fight, before they 


come off Conquerors. They who:have:bore the. Croſs, 
and ſubmitted to afflictive Providenees, vith a chearful 
Reſignation; have girded up the Lins of: their Mind, 
and performed their Maſter's Will, wich an honeſt and 
perſevering Fidelity: Theſe, having glorified their Re- 
Le e W eren 


Magnitude 


1 vis." ko 
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is Henraghi — brinhiee 
Rr gol habe: 

| ag: 
Hate le dr Grief of « fond Voter, 400 the Blaften 
ExpeRarion of an indulgent Facher. The Touth grew 
up, like a well-watered Plant: he ſhot deep, roſe high, 
and bid fair for Manhood. ” But juſt as the Cidar began 
to tower; atid promiſed, ere long, to be the Pride. of 
the Wood, and Prince among the bouring Trees 
*—Bchola! the Ae is laid unto the Root; the fie Blow 
ſtruck ; and all its branching Honours tumbled to the 
Duſt. And did he fall alone? Mor The Hopes of his 
Father that begat him, and che pleaſing Proſpects of 
eee p, r e Wk 
Kim. aten: 


l N it * le pierced one's Heart, th 
haye beheld the tender Parents, following the breathleſs 
"Youth, to his long Home. Perhaps, drowned in Tears, 
and all over-whelmed with Sorrows, they ſtood, 
weeping ſtatues, on this very Spot. -Methinks, I 
1 the deeply diſtreſſed Mourners attending the fad Softem- 
=_ How the their Hands, and Floods 
8 PR Taty tot rl BEk 
Paſſionate Mather, in am Agony of Affliction, taking her 
final Leave of the Darling of her Soul? Dumb ſhe re- 
mained, while the awful Obſequies were performing: 
dumb with Grief, and leaning upon the Partner af her 
Woes... But now the inward Anguiſn firuggles for Vent; 
it grows too big to be repreſſed. She advances to the 
Brink of the Grave, All her Soul is in her Eyes. She 
faſtens due mate Lock upon the dear daga Object, 
before che Pit ſhuts its Mouth upon him. And as. the 
1 Jooks,- ſhe cries in broken Accents, interrupted: by 
= 38 ING Sab, ae Farewel, a Son! ag 
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AMONG: THE: TOMBS. = Wo 
Send (my only Beloved? Would/t6 God Thad dt. 


< ſox thee |—Farewel, my Child; and fare wel all my 
« earthly Happincſs;—l ſhall never more ſee-Good, in 
« the Land of the Living. — Attempt” not to comſort 
“me. -I will go mouming; all my Days, till my grey 
Hair come down, with Sorrow, ig the Grave,” 


| "From this afefting "EDI" let Parents be 
convinced, how highlygit concerns them to cultivate the 
Morals, and ſecure the immortal Intereſts of their CI- 
dren.—If you really love the Offspring of your own Bo-, 
dies if your Bowels yearn over thoſe amiable Pledges. 
of com Endearment; ſpare no; Pains; gitte. all Di- 
ligerice, I entreat you, to bring them ay, i in the Nur-, 
« ture and Admonition of the Lok p.“ Then, may you 


have Joy in their Life, or Conſolation in their Death. 
If their Span is prolenged 1 their unblaimeable and -uſeful. 
Conduct, Wil be the op e and a Balm for 
declining Nature. Or, if the Number of their Years, 


be cut off in the mid? ;. you may commit their Remains 
to the Duſt, with much the ſame comfortable ExpeQa-- 
tions, as you ſend the Survivors to Places of 
Education.  . You may commit them to the Duſt, wich 
chearing Hopes of receiving them again to your Arms, 
inerprelſibly improved in every noble and endeaning Ac-, 
eee. | 

Tis certainly a ſevere Trial, apd much more ae 
tive, than Lam able to imagine; to reſign a lovely bloom 
ing Creature, ſprung from your own Loins, to the gloomy 
Receſſes of Corruption. Thus to refign Him, after hav-- | 


ing been long dandled upon your Knees ;. united to your 


Affections by a thouſand Ties of Tenderneſs; and now. 
OE the Delight of your Eyes, and the Sup- 

port — 85 your Family !— To have ſuch a one torn from 
your Boſom, and thrown into "Darkneſs; doubtleſs, it 
muſt 


14 | MEDITATIONS | 
muſt be like eee how 


much more cutting to: you, and confounding to the Child, 4 


to have the Soul ſeparated from Gop; and, for 


Fance, or eariy Inpiety, tranſmitted to Places of eter- 


nal Torment! How would it aggravate your Diſtreſs, 
and add a bafis to all your Sighs, if you 
ſhould follow the Pale orpſe with theſe bitter Reflec- 
tions ye This dear Creature, ugh long ago capa- 
ce ble of knowing Good from Bvil, is gone out of the 


ks 4 World, before it had learned the great Deſign of com- 


« ing into it. A ſhort- lived momentary Exiſtence, it 
received from me; but to good Inſtrüctions, no holy 
« 'Admioflitions, nothing to further” its Well being in 
ce that everlaſting State, upon which i it is now entered. 
«The poor Body is conſigned to the Coffin, and carried 
« out to confume away, in the cold and ſilent Grave. 
« And what Reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious 
« Haul is in a better Condition? May I not juſtly fear, 


4 that, ſentenced by the righteous Judge, it is going, 


ec or gone away, into the Pains of endleſs Puniſhment? 
„Perhaps, while I am bewailing its untimely Depar- 
« ture; it may be cu7fing, in outer Darkneſs, that ever 


* to be deplored, that moſt calamitous Day, when it 


ewas born * W as I have 
< Rec” 
8 I think, but the Gnawings of that Worm 


which never dies, can equal the Anguiſh of theſe ſelf- 
condemning Thoughts. The Tortufes of a Rack muſt 


| be RF Ying, comtured with the and 


Horror of ſuch a Remorſe. How earneſtly do I wiſh, 
that as many as are entruſted with the Management of 
Children, would take timely Care to prevent theſe 
Scourges of Conſcience ; fl. endeavouring to ns 

4 ,; WR 
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AMONS; THE Hoa 4 
their Minds 1 early nt, _ Cori and a Son- 
1 e 9 1 c 

On this Hand is lodged One, 2 Sepulchra Stone, 
tells a moſt pitiable Tale indeed! Well may the Ale 
Indges, reclined over the lee ing Aſhes, down 
beit Heads with that Auf None 7 ym 
ſo mournful a Story; without feeling ſome gies of of 
ſympathizing Concern.—His, Age Twenty eight; his 
Death ſudden ; himſelf cur down 1 in the Prime of Life, 
amidſt all the "Vivacity and Vigour of Manhopd; while 
« his Breaſts were full of Milk, and his Bones moiſtened 
« with Marrow.” —Probably, he entertained no Appre- 
henſions of the evil Hour. And indeed, who could 
have ſuſpected, that ſo bright a Sun ſhould go down at 
Noon? To human Appearance, his Hill ſtood 
Length of Days ſeemed. written; in his ſanguine Coun- 
tenance. He ſolaced himſelf with the Proſpect of 2 Jong, 
long Series of earthly Satisfattions. When, lol an 
expected Stroke deſcends! deſcends from that 
Arm, which © overturneth the Mountains by their Roots; 7 
« and cruſhes the imdginary Hero, * . the Moth; * 


. . %obi iv. 1 9. wymmh—Ad inflar, * . — ho, £5 
Interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to m Purpoſe, and as 

sg by ſome eminent Commentators the celebrated 
chiltens, Though I cannot but give the Preference to the Opinion f 
a judicious Friend, who would render the e more literally, Before 
the Fate F a Moth: Making it to repreſent a Mature ſo ex gly 
frail, that even a Moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it to Pieces.— 
Which, beſides its clofer Correſpondence with the exact Import of the 
Hebrero, preſenta us with a much finer Image of the molt extreme Im- 
becility. For it certainly implies, a far greater Degree of Weakneſs, 
to be cruſhed by the feeble Flutter of the ſeebleſt Creature, than only 
to be cruſhed as eakily as that Creature, by che Hand of Man —The 
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Alone THR TOMBE. * 
Cob Death, relentleſ Death, is making him another 
Kind amn in the Duſt of eee Unto this-he 


lowed by een of ane On this he muſt take 
> 4 lonely Lodging, nor ever be releaſed, .© till the 
„ Heavens a no more. n vain does the 
Fair-one put on her Ornaments, and her d 
Did the not, like S, e Mother, — bebe Lat- 
tice ; chide the Delays of her Beloved; and wonder 
& why his Chariot was ſo long in coming; Little chigk+ 
ing, that the intended Bridegroom had for ever done with 
tranſitory 'Things ! That now: everlaſting Cares employ 
his Mind, without one fingle Remembrance of his lovely 
4 o, diſappuinted Virgin! Ga, mourn the 
aN all created Rui! Teach thy Soul to afs 
pare ar a fine and me Felicity ! For the once 
pay and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in other Embraces; even 
in the icy Arms of Death! Forgetful, 7 
ful, of the World—and ches. 


Hrrxxzro, one is tempted to FER againſt the 
King of Terrors, and call him capricioufly cruel. He 


ſeems, by beginning at the wrong End of the Regiſter, 
o have inverted the Laws of Nature. Paſſing over the 


Couch of deerepid Age, he has nipped Infancy in its 
Bud ; blaſted Youth in its Bloom; and torn up Manhood 
in its full Maturity. Terrible indeed are theſe Provi- 
vence yet not unſearchable the Counſels : | 


For us they fete, and far us they die . 


Sven Strokes, muſt not only grieve the Relatives, but 
wprife the whole Neighbourhood. They ſound a pow- 
Alarm to heedlefs dreaming Mortals, and are *. 


. * Thoughts. 


C : tended 


— 


of a MEDI THT DD 
-t81dtd: as a Remedy; fot- out amal Security. Suck 


Paſſing · Belk, inculcate doudly our Lonn's Ad monitien; 
W Fake ye Heed, Match and ray: for e knbw not 
when the Pie is.” We nod; like intoxicated. Crra. 
fires; upon the vety Verge»of A 'tremefidous: 
I heſe aſtoniſhing Diſpenſations : ape the kid Meſſenger 
of Heaven; to rovfe cus from. otir õupinenęeſs, and quicken 
us into timely Circumſpection. I need not, ſurcly, ac- 
conmodate them with: Langage: 8 A thear In- 
terpreterꝭ t every ones Conſciehce be awake, and 
this will appenf cheir awfulMeaning—* OL ye ons of 
4e Meno in the Midiſt of Life youate in Death. No Star, 
np Circumſtance, can aſcertain your! Freſervation 2 
i ſingle. Moment So frag is the Tyrant's Arm, that 
nothing can cſiſt its Force; ſo rue his Aim that no- 
thing ca eludr the BlowHSudden,as. Lightning; ſome- 
v0 times is his Arrow launched and wounds, and Rills, it 
« the Twinkling of an Eye. Never promiſe ꝓdurſelvei 
e Safety. in any Expedient, bur; conſtant Preparation 
«« The fatal Shafts fly ſo promiſcuouſly, that: none can 
© gueſs the next Victim. Therefore, be ye always reat): 
40 * for i ſuch, an Honr as Je think not, the 1 1 
2 cometh.” 8 
Be ye e n "far i in l an 3 25 think ml 
lat Admonition! Methinks, it reyerberatcs 
ſrom Sepulchre to Sepulchre ; and addreſſes me with 
Lide upon Line, Precept upon Precept. The reiterated 
Warning, I acknowledge, is too needful; may co-ope- 
rating Grace, render it effectual: The momentous T ruth, 
though worthy to be Pngravied, on the Tables of a moſt 
4enacious Memory; is but {lightly fetched, on the tran- 
fient Flow of Paſſion. We ſee our Neighbours fall; 
we turn pale at the Shock; and feel, perhaps, a tremb- 
ling Dread. No ſooner are — removed from our 


Sight; 
4. Be: , 5 
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Sight 3 baits drivem in the Mhirl of Ruſineſs, or hulled: 
in the Eangucrs of Pleaſure; e. forget the Providence: 
and: nagiect ts Errand. Ihe Impreſſion made on 


unſtable Minds; is lilaet cha Trace of anfuirowy, abrough: 
— 2-08 the: Want. 2 in * ſur- 


Monitor. beſpeaks me, 
contains the Narrative | 

om his Fnends; and hay 
=D > to take 4 


N * 


6 4 7 1 *% 2 * toy n CI de t 
Wait chen a ranlom Stroke Doutitleſs;.che'Blow 
eme Kom an aiming,; thodghy inviſible- Hand. G0 
preſideth over the Armies of Heaven; Gi ruleth among 
the Inhabitanta / of the Earth: and Gob conducteth, what 
Men call CLbauce. Nothing; nothing comes to Pals. 
trough blind and undiſcerning Fatality. If Acki⸗ 
dents Happen; they happen according to the exact Fore- 
knowledge and conformably to the determined, Coun- 
ele, of eternal Wiſdom: The Logp;: with whom are 
the Iſſues of Death, ſigns the Warrant, and gives: the 
high: Commiſſion. The ſeemingly fortuitous Diſaſter, 
i only the Agent, or the Hiſtrument, appointed to execute 
the ſupreme; Decree. When the King of | reel wWas 
mortally. wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual: Shet, A1 
certain Man drew a Bow at a Venture t 4 Peuurt; as 
he thought. But his Hand was ſtrength 


ened. by am. om- 
nipotent Aid; and the Shaft levelled, by an UNEFr 

Eye. So that, when we term Caſualty, is 18 7 Provi- 
dence ; een deliberate Deſigns, dür conceal 


® 1 Kings Kit: 34. = 2 a 2 
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ing its own Interpoſition.-How comforting this Reflec. 
tion Admirably adapted, to ſoothi the throbbing An- 
gn of the Mourners, and compoſe their Spiri into 

2 quiet Submiſſion | Excellentiy ſuited, to diffipare the 
Fears of godly Survivors, — a:6feg 
even amidſt innumerable Perils ! | — | 


How thiz is the tk dene hw Wann and 
another ! How ſhort the Tranfition, from Time to Eter- 
nity! The Partition, nothing more than the Breath in 

our Noftrils ; and the Tranſitin may be made, in the 

Twinkling of an Eyr.— Poor Chrenylur, I remember, 

atoſe from the Diverſion bf à Card-Table, and ! dep 
into the Dwellings of Darkneſs,=One Night, Cori 

was all Gaiety in her Spirits, all Finery in her Apparel, 
at a magnificent Ball. Th next Night the lay pale and 
ſwiff, an extended Corpſe, and ready to be mingled with 
che mouldering Dead. —Young Atticus lived to ſee his 
ample and commodious Scat completed but not to 
spend one jcppus Hour, under che ſtately Roof. The 

Saſhes were hung, to admit the Day ; but che Maſter' 

Eyks were cloſed in endleſ Night. The Apartmena 

were furniſhed; to invite Society, or adminiſter Repoſe; 

e reſts in the lower Parts of che Earth, in 

cke folitary; ſilent Chambers of the Tomb. The Gar- 
dens were planned, and a thouſand elegant Decorations 
deſigned; but alas! their intended Poſſeſſor, is gone 
down to „ che Place of Skulls ;” is gone down to th 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. | 


Wars I am recollecting, many, I pics not, are 
experiencing the ſame tragical Viciflitude. The Eyes 
of that fublime Being—who fits upon the Circle of the 
Earth, and views all its Inhabitants with one comprehen- 


ſive Glance—even now behold many Tents i In Afﬀiction. 
; Such 


a > * =» > wa 4.u a i vb _ ww ac © ca 


FF 


4 
Th 


* 


Ta FFI 


=" 


i A. FS EKEITAK IAA 


5.83.85 5 


AMQNG THE TOMBS. 27 
$uch AfiQtion, as overwhelmed the Eg ypridns in that 
fatal Night, when the deftroying Angel ſheathed his Ar- 
rows in all the Pride of their Strength Some, \ ſinking 
to the Floor from their ca Chair; and deaf even amidſt 
the piercing Shrieks of their diſtracted Relations. Some, 
giving up the Ghoſt, as they ſit retired, or lie reclined, 


Scene. — Some, as they fail, aſſociated with a Parry of 
Pleaſure, along the dancing Stream, and through the 
laughing Meads, Nor is the grim Intruder mollified, 
though Wine and Muſic flow around,—-Some intercepted, 
as they are returning Home and Tome interrupted, as they 
enter upon an important Negociation. Some arreſted, with 
the Gain of Twjufice in their Hands; and ſome ſurprized, 
in the very Act of Lewdneſs, or the Attempt of Cruelty. 
Lzc1ons, Legions of Diſaſters, ſuch as no Prudence 
can foreſee, and no Care prevent, lie in wait to accom- 
pliſh our Doom, A. farting Horſe may throw his Rider; 
may at once daſh his Body againſt the Stones, and fling 
his Soul into the inviſible World. A Stack of Chimni 
may tumble into the Street, and cruſh the unwary Paſ- 
ſenger under the Ruins, Even a ſingle Tile, dropping 
from the Roof, may be as fatal as the Fall of the whole 
Strufture,—$0 frail, ſo very attenuated is the Thread of 
Life, that it not only burſts before the. Storm, but breaks 
even at a Breeze. The moſt common Occurrences, 
thoſe, from which we ſuſpect not the leaſt Harm, may 
prove the Weapons of our Deſtruction. A -Grape- 
ſtone, a deſpicable Fly, may be more mortal than Ge- 
liath, with all his formidable Armour,<Nay, if Gon 
give Command, our very Comforts become killing, The 
Air we breathe, is our Bane ; and the Food we eat; the 
Vehicle of Death. That laſt Enemy has unnumbered 
aaa Jer, lies intrenched in our 
3 very 
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ve J Boſbm, And Rblds s Fortfeſs in ui Seit öf di. 
i The crimſon we b. diftributts Flealth, i 
impitgnaterf itil the Steds of Death. Eat may in. 
a Nit ör Tail oppreſs It; and mak® it deſtroy the 
Parte it was deſigned t&'cheriſh, Some unſeen” We 
[diner may ohſtruct its Paſſage, or ſome-unknown Vio. 
lence mayidivert/i& Cbur̃ſe; in either of which Caſes, i 

* che Part of a poiſanous Draught'o or a * 
. in wh . 15 bir Tie engagea | | 
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N 4 we are 's babe gelſed of th 
earth Tabe! ache, let 120 1 upon Ty 
" Tenants. a W x: and. hold Ourſelves in perpethia PREM: 
| dine, to "depart at, a Moments 8 Waring 14555 
ſuch an habitual Readineſs, we are like Wretches, that 
neep © on the Top of a Maſt, while a horrid Gulph : Yawns, 
or furious Waves | below. And where can be the 
f Pease, what the Sitisfadion, of ſuch a a State ?—Wherex, 
2 prepared Condition will inſpire a Chearfylneſs of 74 
per, not to be” dilmayed by amy alarming Accident ; an 
create A Firtanels' of Mind, not to be e by the 
| ' moſt tlireatening Dangers, . When the C ity is fortified 
with Walls, furniſhed with Proyiſion, guarded by able 
and reſolute Troop S3 what have the Inhabitants to fear! 
wat may they 1 a enjoy? So, jult ſo, or rather by! 
much ſurer Band, ate connected the del 128 of ot 
| and the conſtant Thought of Death. = 


1 sa, Our very Comforts may become 3 ſee 
te Truth inferived by the Hand, ſealed wk th Sign 
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qfat 1g The, Marble, chieh graceg yonſer Pillar, in- 
fore meg esd nag it, are, depoſited tig Renmuns of 
Sopbronilge:- 5: much, lamerped: Sephronjes, who. died in; 

Geng Olten tees this Calamity happen! The; 
Branch ſhoots; hut the Stem withers. The Babe ſprings 
ro.Lights hun She-tharbax, Him, breathes. her laſt. She 

gives Life, Ht ges it ( Pitiable Conſideration ) at 
the, Exxpenge.of her ou z, and becomes, at once, a Ad 
ther, and #Cargſe,—O alles perhaps, She expires in ſe- 
vere. Pangs, and is. Herself a Tomb. for, her Infant 
while che melancholy Complaint. of 4 Monarchs Woe,, 
js the Epitaph for chepyboth 35 The Children are. come ta. 
the Birth, and there is not Stren gth to bring forth * —Lcſs 
to be lamented, in my Opinion, this Misfortune than the 
other. Better, for the bender Stranger; to be Ropped 
in the Porch, than to enter only to converſe with Af 
fiction, . Beer to finda Grave in tie Womb; than 
w be "Expoſed 61 a hazardous World, without the Guar- 
diam of its infantile Years, without the faithful N 
ts Youth, Rage! 7; | 7 130} 8 ne Leddes a9 


Tus Monument is tinged by irs 501 Wis 
rials, and mere —— Appendages. It ſecms to have, 
taken its Model from an affluent Hand directed by a 
generous Heart; which thought it could never do enough 
for the Deceaſed. It ſeems, alſo, to "EXhibit an #1b/e-" 
matical Peture of Sopbrozia' 8 Perlon. and Accompliſh- 
ments. Is her Beauty, or, what is more than. Beauty, 
her white · rob d Innocence, repreſented by the ſhowy Co- 
lour ? The Surface, ſmoothly poliſhed, like her amiable 
Temper, and engaging Manrers. The Whole adorned, 
in 1 eiu d Medium, between extravagant Pomp. 

ordid. Negligence; like ber eee n 
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24 MEDITATIONS 

neſs, remote frem the leaſt Oſtentation, yet in all Poing 
exemplary.— Bu ah! how vain, were_all i e. 
ing Charms! How vain, the Laiffre of thy ſprightly Eye! 
How vain, the Bloom of thy bridal Youth ! Ho van, 
the Honours of thy ſuperior Birth ! How unable to ſe- 
cure the lovely Poſſeſſor, from the ſavage Violence of 
Death !—How ineſſectual, the miverſal Eſteem of thy 
Acquaintance ; the Fondneſs of thy tranſported Hul. 
band; or even the ſpotleſs Integiity of thy Charadter ; 
to prolong thy Span, or procure Thet a ſhort Reprieve; 
— The Concurrence of all thefe Circumſtances, 8 
me of thoſe beautiful and tender Lines: FEED 


Hew lov'd, how vahu'd once, avai's Thee not, | 
To whom related, or by whom begot. | 
A Heap of Duft alone Yemains of The : | 
Is all THOU . PROUD Doll be " 
| Porr Mal. 
Fxr, 


. Theſe Verſes are inſcribed on a fall, but elegant Monument, 
lately erected in the great Church at Northampton. Which, in the 
Hit iereghphical Decorations, correſponds wich the D-{ription intro- 
duced above. In this Cifeumſtatice particularly, thai It is dedicated 
to the Memory of an amable Woman, Mrs. ANNE STONHOUSE; 
the excellent Wife of my worthy Friend Dr, STONHOUSE, Who 
has ſeen all the Powers of that Healing Art, to which I, and. ſo many 
others, —_— RY . 
ſerve a Life d eurer to Him than his ow -.. 


Nec projuct Done, que fragt ils, m.. 


No longer his all-healing Art avails; 
But ev'ry Remedy its Maſter fails, 


fo the Midlt of this Diſtreſs, He has ſought fonie Kind of 
Conſolation, even from the ſe hral Marble. By teadhing jt toſpeak, 
at once his Eſteem for ber ; and his Veneration for thas Rel 
gion, which She ſo eminently adorned. Nor could this be mort fig- 
nificantly done, than by ſanuiiing up her Character, in that comiſe, 
dut comprehenſive Sentence, 
enough, to be the Mons the 


SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Cori 
ne Ring ; yePas —— 
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AMONG THE ToMss. 25 
Tux, thoygh-unable to divert the Stroke, Chriſtia. 
diey is fovereign to pluck om the Sting of Death. Is 
not this the ſilent Language of thoſe Lamps, which burn, 
and of that Nur, which flames; of thoſe Pans, which 


bein, and of that g which the well 
? . e 


1 eee 

or, whatſoever Things are pure; whatſoever Things are lovely ; 

„ e Aer r 

grand e Aggregate, A fixcere | 

The firſt Lines, confidered in ſoeh a Connection. are weaterfully 
be * ne, Seal Ee wo; 

hem related, or by vb beyot. | | 

They foind, at leaſt in my Ears, lle the Vole Sees mihighed 

with Admiration. n for a while, 


s, 


t is Silence unde 
, and the Superiority of Birth which diſtin- 
deceaſed Wife; it expreſſes, beyond all the Pomp of 
e Yearing Affection, und Heart-felt Affliction, of the ſur- 
viving Hufbard.—Amidſt the Group of monumental Marbles, which 
ang td of thetr Panegyric this, I think, reſembles the incomparable 
Addreſs of the Painter. Who, having placed round a beautiful ex- 
piring | tage Fend, h di che Age, of Grief; x 


"If the af Lines, gre.» ride de From ths dees Track 
. 4nd the vry Reeſe of he gh down | 
Complimerics, 

W Pee! 


Erz art dun Pall be? 2 


they are not without n Precedent, and one of the moſt conſummate 
Kind. Sine they drenths the very Spirit of that ſaared Blegy, u which 
ill the Heart of the Heiv and the Friend, ſsems 40 be diflolved; H 
are the Mighty fallen, and the Weapons of War perifbed ! 2 Sam. i. 27, 
They remind the Render, of that awful Leflon, which r 
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ceming Eye, deſcribe,;the Vigilance, of, hex, Faith; the 


2 MEDI FAT IO NS 
and gilded, Marble? Do. they ngt, to the, ii. 


Ferreney of her Devouon;,) her Victory gan the, World; 
aud dhe celeftial Diadem, wich che Lago; the, rights, 


oui, nne her at chat Day 225 W705 re ( leet t& 
How, happy the Huſband, in ſuch a Sparer of his 


| Bed, and Partner of his Fortunes! Their "> (OR 


were nicely-turned UVniſins; and all their Converſation 
was Hermon). How ſilken the Foke to ſucha Pair; and 


what Bleffings were twifted with ſuch Bands? Every/Foy 


Was heightened, and every Cate alleviated. - I? 5 
ſeemed wanting to conſummate their Bliſs, but. a 

ful Progeny,. riſing around them. That they might ſee 
Themſelves, multiphed in their. Little ones; ; ſee their 


winged Graces,. tripatuſe | into their Offspring and feel 
Gomes by Gade Wikdoost Out d leb ee 


n,. Gen. ini. 19.— They inculcate, with all the Force. of the moſt 
Evidence, that ſolemn wor liyered bythe Pro- 


S —* Ceaſe 12 from Man, "0boſe Breath in in bis Neftriles for alen 


"#8 HE td be actiinited of ? Wai; ii, ...... bo fie 
That no Reader, however beta, ag miſs the Sen 
Delign,of tht bene deen e 5 bin . niir 


: "Gi ALL Thos a 8 Ty bit 1 264, 46 Ali! 07 
4b desde above and beneath.—Above, ls an nc 


ſeems to be waved, with an Air of Triumph, over the Emblem of 


Death. Which we cannot but ſuppaſe-to bheithe. Value of Iaſpina- 
tion, as it exhibits a Sort of Abridgment of its whole. Contents, in 


moſẽ animated Words; BRV NU SLOTHE@L,'BUT Fol vow ixs 
or TREu, wao THEQU/GH FairnuianpPatiiucy 1VBEKIT-THE 


| ProMIsEs, Heb. vi. 12:=—Benbath, eee 


with Inſtruction, are thoſe ſtrikin Reflections; e — 
ration of the þighe/t Proficient in Knowledge and Picty, LR obvious to 
the Underſtanding of the moſt 4848 Reader; 1 29 How SHORT: 


EITERRLPY, HOW, Longl+May my Soul learn the 


el chis Mart Laſton, in her contracteq Span of Tüme l. and alk Etexaity 
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the Glow of cit Affection wiiphirmed, dy being reflePed 
from theit Children. "68 Stan Vs chis Gift, aid their 
ec united Prayers, arid out” OG are erowried: . 
'« WetequelPns were MOTIONS eee Gr 
Aras how blind r Events ! How 
"unable! to Giſcein, what is really Goode Give me . 


"tres ſaid Raba#h,"or lf I diet.” An Ardor of Impa- 


ticnce; Altögether unbecoming; and as miſtaken, as it 
Was unde coming. "She dies, not by the Diſappointment, 
bur by the Tory mon of her Deſire. —If Children 
"are; 12 Patents, flowery-Chaplet, whoſe Beauties 
bloſſom wich Ornament, and whoſe Odours breathe De- 
lights Death, or ſome fell Misfortune, may find Means 
to ent wine themſelves wich the Tovely Wreath: When- 
ever "our Souls are poured but, with paſſionate Importu- 
.nity; after afiy inferior Acquiſition: it may be truly ſaid, 
in the Words '6f our Divine Maſter, Ne know-not what 
Does Providence with-hold the Thing chat we | 
long for? It denies in Mercy; and only with-holds the 
Occaſion of our Miſery, perhaps the Inſtrument, of our 
Ruin. With a-fickly Appetite, We often lothe what is 
wholeſomez» and hanker aſter our Bane. Where, na- 
gination dreams of unmingled Sweets; The 1 
een fas "te Dinas of Nes. | 


* der 
this nor that Poem 0 r Felicity, bur refer -the 


Whole of our Condition, to the Choice of unetring 
Wiſdom. * May we learn to renounce our own. Will; 


and be ready to make a Sacrifice of our warmeſt Wiſhes, 


2 Nefein Meng 8 Fati, Sortifeu fare! „ 
© Tyrns Tempus erit, magno cum opta berit empgums : 
, Trtadtum Pallanta; ons ns W MS Nr 
Weed r | VII. a 
war lk 1 ; 1 N . N 0 
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' - whenevonghey ́ä—— the good Pleaſure of. Goy, 
For, indeed, as; 40\vbey his Laws, ia to be pertſecty 
fee; {o, to rolgn Ourſelves to his Diſpoſal, is 0 efe. 
E e keure from Few 


-Hynz, a fnall and plain Stone. . 
Ground, , Purchaſed, one would imagine, from the lit. 
tle Fund, and farmed by the Hand, of Frugality iefell 
Nothing coſtly : not one Decoration added : only a very 
ort Inſcyiptionz and that ſo effgced, as to be ſcarceſy 
intelligible. Was che Depolkary unfaithful to its Truſt? 
Or were the Letters worn, by the frequent Reſort of the 
&rviring Family 4 to-moum over the Grave, of a moſt 
valuable and beloved Rejative?—For I perceive, upon 
2 cloſer inſpection, WS: comers he als fs Fa 
ther. A. religioes Fathgr z ſnatched from his growing 
Offspring, before they were ſettled in the World, or ſo 
wach as chejr Principles fined by a thorough Education, 


Tum, ſure, is the moſt complicated Diſtreſs, that has 
Kitherro come under out Gonſideration, The Solegmities 

of fuch » &ing Chamber, are ſorne of the wolt meſting 
and melancholy Scenes imaginable, —There Ties che af- 
Ectionate Huſband; the indigent Patent; the "faithful 
Friend; and the generous Maſter.” He hes m Ge aft 
Extremuics, and on the very Poiht-of Piflalugon, Art 
Jus done its All. ' The raging Diſcaſe moeks the Power 
of Medicine. It haſtehs, with refiftle& Impetuolity, to 
grecute its dreadful Errand; to rend aſunder the Silver 
Gold 4 Life, call eee 
_ tachment, and conjugal Aﬀe ection, _ 


A Servant or two, bo g yewritg Bides caf 


many a wiſhful Look, and condole their honoured Maſter 


in the Language of Sighs. The condeſcending Mild- 
neſs of his FOI wont to produce an Ala- 


erity 
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of Qbedience, and render their Service a Pleaſure. 
2 ng 
makes it trielae plentifully down their honeſt Checks 
His Priands;/ who have fo: often ſhared his: Jays, and 
gladdened Ins: Mind wich their enhivening. Converts 
now are miſerable Comforters. A fapathicing- and 
mournful Pity, 3, the Relief, they are ale ta cm- 
uibute: unleſs it be augmented by their ſent Prayers 
for che Divine Suceaur, and a Word of Conſclason 
ſuggeſted; from the Scriptures .. — Thoſe poor Innocent, 
the Childrat, croud around the Bed; drownedin Tears 
and almoſt frantic with Grief, they ſob out their Rttle 
Souls, and pallionately cry © Will He leave us? 
„Leave Us.1n.a helpleſs Condition! Leave Wks to a2 
« injurious Word!“ 


Taken ee are e the eee 
Spouſe, and pverwhelm her Breaſt wich an impetyous 
Tide of Sorrows. In Her, the Lover weeps; the 
mourns; and all the Mother yearns. To Her, the 
is beyond Meaſure aggravated, by Months and Years. of 
delightful Society, and exalted Friendſbip—Where, alas! 
can She meet with ſuch unſuſpected Fidehty, or repoſe 
ſuch 3 Confidence? Where ſind ſo dſcreet 2 
Counſellor; an Example; and a Guardian 
fo paw ee, to the Intereſts of herſelf, and 
ber Children?—See ! how ſhe hangs over the languilh- 
ing Bed; 9 2 tenderly ſolicitous to 2 Lite, 

and. e far beyond her own, Or, X 


| Ls center ; containing Pro- 


| Lam. iii. 32. Hab. xii,6. 2Cor. 
ir. W i. 5. Jai. . 18. 1 Jobs ii. 1, 2. 4. 
x. 43.—of Juſtißes tien, Non. 1 9. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 3 Car. v. 21. 
—of Victory over Death, Pſa). xxiii. 4. Pal. lxxiii. 26. 1 Cer, xv- 
56, 5 e fog * v. 1. Rev. 


n 5 
6 that 


35 Doe 
that 


5 „ no leſs recerhcalficiedd4s: Goth 
the laſt-Agonies of ther dearer: Sf Her Hands; trem- 
bling under direful 
from che hvid Cheeks; and ſotnetimes ſtay e ſi 
Head on her gentle Arms, ſumelimes reſt t on her 
dompaſſionate Boſom. See ii how fh6=-puzes, with a 
S Andor, on the pale Countehanca, and meagre 
Fearures.” Speechleſs her Tongue; but She lool un- 
utterable Things. While all her ſoft. Paſſiohs-throb 
with unavailing Ke ne NO y Son Meet with 
exquiſite Anguiſh, wv. Dia Ka 1 TIF 1; 

"Tar Sufferer, all FOR aud 00h bine to the 
divine Will; and, by Submiſſion, becorhes ſuperior to 
his Afffiction. He is ſenſibly touched with the diſcon- 
ſolate State of his Attendants ; and*pierced with an 
anxious Concern, for his Wife" "ati his' Chiron; His 
Wife, who will ſoon be a'deftitute Wide; his Children, 
who / will ſoon be Nee ee e Tet though caſt 
«« down, not in deſpair.” He is greatly reſreſhed, by 


his. Truſt in the everlaſting Covenant, and his Hope of 


approaching Glory. Religion gives a Dignity to Diſtreß. 
At each Interval of Eaſe, he comforts lis very Com- 


forters; and ſuffers with all the Majeſty of Woe. 


Tux Soul, juſt going to abandon the 1 tottering Clay, 
calects all her Force, and exerts her 2 Efforts. The 
good Man raiſes himſelf on his Pillow; extends a kind 
Hand to his Servants, which is bathed in Tears; takes 
an affecting Fare wel of his Friends; claſps his Wife in 
a feeble Embrace; kiſſes the dear Pledges of their mu- 
tual Love; and then pours all that remains of Life and 
of Strength; in the following Words ;=< J die, my 
« dear Children: but Gop, the everlaſting Go, will 
cc be with You. — Though You loſe an earthly Parent; 
17 You have a Father in Heaven, who lives for ever- 

| cc More. 


„ | wipe te cold Dews 
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AMONG THELTOMBS. 4 
r mdre . Nothing» nothing) but an unbelievilg KMeart, 
« and itreligious Life, can ever ſeparate Tou ſtam die 
Regards of bis eee Endearmencs of 
pints rudern ingly: - ich: 1040 
IIx could proceed no farther. His Heart was fully 
but) Ls fatled—Aftet à ſhort; Pauſe; with Diff. 
—— Diſpcuy, ha adde Y bu, che dear 
« Partner. of my Soul, Lon ark nom th on Protector 
« of our Orphans. I geave you; under a Weight of 
« Cares. But Gop, who. Hefendeth the Cauſe /o the 
% Widow Gep, gwhoſe Pramiſe is Faithful se Dan 
« TD ſaich will never, eue Ther, aur | 
« foyjakt ; Ihe g. — This rere m Arooping Spirits» 
Let thid ſupport the Wiſe af my Boſom. And now, 
% Father of Cotmpafloms, int ny Flanch I comment 
nx Sr e by thy promiſed Goodneſs, I 
kauen lanter ig Qm V oo ne 07Ag 
xx, He fainted; eil back pen the Bed, nd fy; 
for ſome Nlinütes, bereſt bf his Senſes. As n Taper, 
upon the very Point of Extinction, is ſometirhes Aden. 
. rekindled, and leaps into 4 quivering Flame S0 
Lig, befoxe it totally expired; gave a parting Struggle; 
and once more looked Abroad * 
lidg-—He would fain have ſpoke; fain have uttered che 
Sentence, he began. More chan once he aſſayed: but 
the Organs of Speech, were become like a broken Veſ- 
ſel; and nothing but the obſtructing Phlegm, rattled in 
his Throat. His Aþe#, however, ſpoke Affection inex- 
preſſible. With all che Father, all the Huſband ſtill living 
in his Looks; he takes one more View of thoſe dear Chil- 
dren, whom he had often beheld with a parental Triumph. 
He turns his dying Eyes on that beloved Woman, whomgie 
4 


* Heb, xiii. 5. 85 
REVET 


* pr l 5 


never beheld but wids a Glow of 
Poſture; amidſt Snaijes of Love, aud 
Heaven hy Dis St chein aft, Ft os 2s e 

' Uz6x this; the Mel Soo tits Ke At 
meme. Tue weep, ant felt on be cenmed. Til 
| ſome Length of Time; had given Vent to'the Exch 
= Paſſion; and the Cenſalatiom of Religion, had ftancked 
| their bleeding Woea. Then, ide afffcted Family Rare 
for the Sentence, which fell aden from: dent loved 
thoſe venerable, and pio Lips.” They fit ce 


| by the Prophet Jeremiab; containing d Didothion of 
| infinite Wildom; and the Promiſe of 'unbounded Good- 


then 


| neſs; Leave thy Children; T 
| alu: and let thy Widows ß in me *; H now, i 
! the Comſbet of theit'Lifv,. and the Joy of thei Hear 
\ They -reaſbre it up in their Memories, N in the del 
of Legacies, and an inexhauftible Fund,” N Fund, which 
will ſupply all their Wants, by cnwiling:the- Bleſſing @ 
Heaven, on all their honeſt Lab s The an Richy 
they are Happy; in this fred Pledge of the Divine 
Favapr. They fear no Exil; they want no Good ;- bes 
cauſe Gon is their Portion, and their Guardian Gp. 
| ſogner turned from one Mements of my own, and 
ial of another's Deceaſe, but a-ſecand, a third, 
2 long Succeſſion of theſe melancholy Monitors, -eroud 
| upon my Sight f.— That which has fixed my Obſerva+ 
 F tion, is one of a moreigrave and fable Ape than the 
former. I ſuppoſe, it preſerves the-Relics of à more 
aged Perſon. One would conjecture, that he made 
ſomewhat of a Figure, in his Station among dhe Living. 
— ——— PONETNINEC 
2 W Stone 3. * 

73 jetem. Alix. 11. 
| | N 1611 1 
| _ « or 


wha hy: of * ;\which 
was much improved, by his own Apphcarior 

nagement* That, he leſt the World in the buſy Period N 
Tie advanced a lite beyond the Merian. 5 


| 2 rephed my muſing Mind, one of thoſe 
indefatigable Druages, who riſe early; late take Reſt; 

and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs; not to ſecure the 
Loving-kindneſs of the Loxp : not / to make Proviſion 
7 Neceſſty: bur only to awaſs 

ten Thouſand Times more, than they can poſſibly uſe. 
Did he not lay Schemes for enlatging 8 
and aggrandizing his Family? Did he not 

join Field to Field, and add 'Houſe to Houſe ; till bis 
Poſitffions were almoſt as vaſt, as his Defires? T 

then, he won“ fit down, and enjoy what he had ac+ 
red; bresthe a while from his toilſome Purſtit of 


1 9 and, pertiaps, | ETON TIO 


Buy ee the Folly of worldly Wildom! Hor ih how 
Aldi, is che Sagacity of (what is called) manly. and 
maſterty Prudence; when it contrives more ſolicitouſly 
rege then it provides for ETERNITY TI How 
gehy infatuated are thoſe ſubtil Heads; which weary 
— 4 in goncerting Meaſures ſor, Phantoms of a 
Wy 5 d ſcarce, beſtow a Thought, an . 
Realities When every Wheel moves on 
za all che-well-diſpoſed Deſigns are ripening gpace for 
Execution and:the, long expected Crifis of Enjoyment 
kems,t9) approach ;, behold! Goo from on high laughs 
mer. Death touches: the Bnbble; and it 


* | Mr mag labora | 
Beſt frre, nes ur in ctia-tita recedant, 5 
Aiunt, cum fibi ſint congeſtu cibaria. Hos. 

D breaks ; 


* 
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breaks; it it drops into nothing. The Cobweb, meſ 
"finely ſpun indeed, but more eaſily diſſodged, is fyept 
. away in an Inſtant: and all the abortive Projects arc 

in the fame Graye with their Projector. So true 
is that Verdict, which the Wiſdom from above 
on theſe ſucceſsful Unfortunates : © They walk in a vail 
»« « Shadow, and diſquiet themſelves i in vain *.” 


- Sezax, Je that, attend inch a. one in his laſt .. 
Tg: Wh al jt g Sentiments ; did he not 
> of out, in the Language 7 * Appia Senſuality— 
O0 Death! how terrible is thy Approach, to a Ma 
% immerſed, in ſecular Cares, and void of all Concen 
2 e e ee Where, alas is the 
% Profit, whe omfort, of entering deep into the 
2 wledge, and of being dexterous in the Niere 
x 6 tanhly Affairs; ſince I have, all the ne 
0 N ab Thing needful Deſtructive Miſtake l 1 have 
40 Been attentive to every inferior. Intereſt ; I have laid 
& myſelf out on the Trifles of a Moment; but have di 
1. Tegarded Heaven ; have forgot eternal Ages | O! tha 
_ © my Days'\—Here He was going on to breathe ſon: 
> Arvitiefs Wimhes; or to form, I know not what, 'ineffec- 
tual Reſolutions. But a ' ſudden Convulfion ſhook'hi 
e diſabled his e _ rc nog 


5 pr the Children of this Wojta he wk” by th 
ching Words of an unhappy Brother; and gather Ad. 
' © Vantage, from his" Misfortüne Why mould they pan, 
wick fuck impatient Atdor, after white and yellow Earth 
dans if the Univerſe did not afford ſufficient, for every oe 
to takte u Retle? Why ſhould they lau themſelves wid 


| eto 
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which, g A 

Arms wil K ee, ii they are to Nin for their 

Loe ?—Yet, To prepoſterous is the Condu& of thoſe - 

Perſons, who ate al Hiduftry, to heap up an Abundante 
of the Wealth which periſheth ; but are farce wer 

as faintly defrous, of being rich townkds Gov: me 


„ F 


Mi 01 rar we'may walk, through all theſe glittering 
x Tus; at leaſt with à wiſe Indifference, if not witli a 
* ſuperior Diſdain! enough for the Convenientics 
lan BY of Lite, jet ud only azcommodate ourfelves with Thiy 
em below, und "lay up gur eaſures in the Regions | 
the Wi —Whereas, if we zd. an anxions Concern,/or laviſh 
the an inordinate' Care, on any ' tranſitory Polleſions ; we 
0 ſhalt tivet ther ro our Affections with ſo firm an Union, 
ſed 1 urmoſt Severity of Pain muſt attend the ſepa- 
ave rating. Stroke.” By Tuck an eager Attachment, to what 
laid will cerralnly be raviſhed fro only infire 
di. to ourſelves accumwated', oni 
that Hour. We ſhall: plant, afore 
"me with Thors ITT hf Wld maus TOW Af 
1 Sox, 1 perceive, antes; At t Threeſcore Sp 7.0) 
Ten, before they made their Exit ; nay; ſome few re- 
"MI ſigned not their Breath, till they had numbered Four- 
ſcare revolvitig Harveſts.” Theſe; I would hope, © re- 
the _ © tnEmbered ir rector in the Days of their Youth ;” : 
. bef6te Weir 9 became Labour and Ferrow:— 
m | r 
bn 8 5 
wh "8g A >; to \ * Pietee thee Nene 9403 0 
1 e N 
Pi- I "ow eds, * Gn 
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. aud Defre itſelf fails in lftlck, kethargic 7 
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101141142 u be 
poſſible with Cop: Tie faid, Let there be Light. 


* 
— 


flew and there "Wis 
2" ki 
Mo- 
a0 
* 
M 
1 ful oui — 
2 Gov m/ A Ke — may withdraw his ble | 
N boo in Ae Wache chat fick" Abules uf his- bang 
Hh fiſting wal ee never enter inte His Neſt. / ch 74 Ho 
with II r that are we os 8570 poi in Haſh, and Boom 
an- 
9m. 
h 2 
iff 
* Day, idle 
el Jour — 
out a WA id Oe 2 
ae His, and delay not He Tune, 
Contihandivients.” While ydu are are” loiverinds i 2 gay db. 
* ſnfbllity, Death may be bending his DD an 
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N —— as a Treaſute of 
Valve, ant Fteatiſe particularly appoſte to-my. SubjeQ, 


Dx. 
CAS's — RY.AFTER 555 PPINE $5.? That Part e 
diplays the Method, and ehumerates the Advantages,” f 
Life, "or Irving much in" Hl, Time. Chap. III. 5. 158/06 the 


0 Et An Aube; in Whom the Oentleman the which, ju — 
„andi, are moſt happily united. A Performance; 5 
the of lid Argument, ne Fiery, anda Vein of T 
tl ngly fertile, h rhaps, no Superior. Twi 
— perhap 
4 120 more refined aſure, or a more fubſtantial. 
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[you gut for e dl, - ge long go, up 
to ya thoughtleſs J. The po Bird wa 

dly buſied, in dreſſing. his pretty 3 or hopping 
carelefly, from 1 to Spray. A Sportſman, com- 
ing dy, obſerves ſeatheredi Rover. - Immediately he 
lifts the Tube, and levels his Blow. Swifter than Whirl 
wind; flies the leaden Death; and, in 3 Moment, /\ lay 
the filly: Creature breathleſs on the Ground. Such, /uch 
may be the Fate of the Man, who has a fair Occaſion of 
obtaining Grace to To-day; and wantonly poſtpones the 
of it, till To- morrow. VINE cut 
off, in the Midſt of his Folly ; and ruined for gver;; while 


tex is dreaming of being wiſe, bereafter. 


Sor, no doubt; came to this their laſt Reba, ul 
of Piety, and full of Days: as a Shock of Corn, ..ripe 
«/-with Age, and laden with Plenty, cometh. in, in hi 
te Seaſon . Theſe were Children of Light, and mit 
in their Generation. Wiſe with that exalted Wiſdom, 
which | coming from above; and with , that., enduring 
Wiſdom, which laſts to Etemity. —— Rich alſo they were, 
more honourably and permanently rich, than all the 
Votaries of Mammon. The Wealth of the One ha 
made itſelf Wings, and is irrecoverably gone. Whik 
the wretched Acquirers are tranſmitted, to that Place of 
Penary and Pain! where; not ſo much as one Drop of 

Water is allowed, to cool their ſcorching” Tongve. 
The Stores of the Otber ſtill abide with them ; wil 
never depart from them ; but. make chem glad, for 

Ever and Ever, in the City of their God, | - Ther 
=p reafures were ſuch, as no created Power could 'tatt 
away, ſuch, as note, but infinite Beneficence can bee; 
and (comfortable: to conſider ) fuch as I, and ever 
PE; tog Sinner, may obtain; Trabis ol, ek 
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AMONG, THE” TOMBS. . 
vealy Knowledge, and ſaving Faith; er eins 


. Blood, and imputed Righteouſnefs, 
"wn Hex * lie 2 a 
cs Enn Here, oe go 
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„Some; 1 Know, RO . 
Church ; and exclaim againſt it, as a very great /mpropriety und b.. 
5 But this, I imagine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken 

. to ſecure. from Inj the Fen- 
= the and to prevent the Ede cap arif 
2 from the purfping keen: I exror diſcover any Jo 

niencies, attending this Practice el 


ae eee eee 
unbecoming a Place conſecrated to religious Purpoſes, ſeems to be de- 
i IS eee Open. Wigreby it was declared, 
Body imparted Defilement to the Perſon, who touched it; 
145 ated the 8 t, where it was lodged. On which Account, the 
Jews were ally careful, to have their Sepulchres built at a a 
Diſtance from their Houſes ; and made it a Point of Conſcience; not 
to ſuffer Burial Places to ſubſiſt in the City. r | 


purely ceremonial ; rt rains Fr aprons e 
penſation. 


J ·˙¹¹ ES hs ants, 5 
there is a Propriety and Uſefulneſs in the Cuſtom. ——U/fulneſt, becauſe . 
it muſt render our ſolemn Aſſemblies more venerable and awful. For, 
when we walk over the Duſt of our Friends, or kneel upon the Aſhes. , 
of our Relations; e ſtrike. a lively 
Impreflion-of our own Mortality. And what Confideration can — 
more effectual, o make us ſerious and attentive i. Hearing 3 
and importunate in Praying? = | 


As for the Firze/+ of the Ulage, Gras eb 
Defign of thoſe facred Edifices. They are ſet apart for Gop'; not 
only'to receive his Worſhippers, but to preſerve the Furniture for holy 
Miniftrations, and what is, in a peculiar Manner, appropriated to the 
Divine Majeſty. Are not the Bodies of the Saints' the Almighty's ' 
Property? Were they not once the Objects of his fender Dove 7 Are 
they not ſtill the Subjects of his Special Care Has be not given Com- 
mandment concerning the Bones of his Elect; and Ocvan, -- 
and enjoined the Grave, 0 keep them until char Day'®- When Rocks 
zie with Gems, W nn 

+ 5 U 
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oe beer . and: are e ſcapet 8 Snare 
The Head aches no more che Eye forgets: to weep, 
the Flaſh; n nor wadked 
with lingering: Diſtempers Heres, they regeivp a final 
| Releaſe from Pain, and an everlaſting Diſcharge: from 
Sorrow. Here, Danger never threatens them, with her 


terrifying, Alarms; but; Tranguility ſoſtens. their Couch, 
and Safety. guards heir Repoſe—Reſt-theny. ye preciou 
Relies, within this hoſpitable Gloom. Reſt in gentle 
Shimbers, till the laſt Trumpet fall give the welcome 


Signal; and ſound aloud, through all your ſilent Man- 
fions, © Ariſe ! ſhine; for your Light is 3 
Glory of the Lord is riſen upon Tou f. | 


the devouring Flames . 
not theſe. be into Jznovan's Kin "ow. hh 
100 y with the Soul, made his ſewels; made 4 
ſure; rene and as the 
Stars for Ever and Ever? 

Is not Cn AIs T the LORD of our Bodies Are they not bought with 
a Price ? Rought, not with corruptible Things, Silver and. God, but 
with his divinely precious Blood. And, if the bleſſed Jzs vs obtained 
the Redemption of our Bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a Rate; can it 
enter into Eut Hearts to conceive; tat be ſhould diſlike to have then 
repoſed under his own Habĩtation? Once more; Are not the Bodies 
of the Faithful, Templer of the Holy Cb? And: is tere not, tpen 


this Sappoſition; an apparent'Propriety, rathet than the Ieaſt Zrdeco- 


rus; in teftiltting theſe Temples of Fleſh to the Temples made with 
Hinds?” They ate Veſſels of Honour; Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs; 
and, even when broken by Death, like the Fragments. of a: golden 
Bowl, are valuable; ed ones aa. moſt ho- 
nourable Repoſitories. 

Upon the Whole, finee the Lon» 18 has purchaſed. them, at 
the Expence of.his-Blood ; and the bleſſed Spirit has n them, 
with his in- dwelling P | Preſence ; fince they are right dear in the Sight 

the adorable Trinity, and undoubted Heirs of a glorious Immorts- 
it be thought a Thing im ho t, to admit them to a 


tranſient Re in their! we Sant ö Why may they not 
e in Ceurrr; are ſoon to be in- 
E te owe} Mayfan of overt; . 
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AMONG 'THE TOMBS. 1 


To tleſt how dan wn the Evening: of Liſe l In what 
Serenity. Nici their Sun go dowul When their 


Fleſh and their Hrart failed, how reviving was the Ne- 
membrane of an all- ſuſſieient Redrerner; onoe 
for ii Sins; note riſen! again for their Juſtification 
How chearing the well-grouttled Hope of Pardon for 
their and Peace with Gon, through” 
Jus Cunwur our enn! How! did, this, aſſuagę the 
Agonies, and-feveeten.the. Bitterneſs: of Death ? Where 
now is Wealth, with all her golden Mountains? Where 
is Honour, with her proud Trophies of Renawn.?- 
Where are all the vain Pomps of a deluded; World? 
Can they. inſpire ſuch Comfort, can, they adminiſter am 
Support in this laſt Extremity? Can they: compoſe. the 
affrighted, Thoughts; or buoy up the departing. Souk,. 
amidſt all the Pangs of Diſſolution ? - The Followers of 
the Lamb feem;pleaſcd and triumphant, even at their laſt 
Galp. “ Gop's everlaſting Arms are underyeath **” 
their fainting Heads. His Spirit whiſpers. Peace and 
Conſolation to their Conſciences. In the Strength of 
theſe E Succours. they quit the Field, not Cap-. 
by © Comguerare ; with * Hopes full of Inmorta- : 
Any now they are. gone,+— The ſtruggles 8 
Nature are over. The Body ſleeps in Death: the Soul 
launches into the inviſible State. But, who can imagine 
the delightful- Surpriſe, when they find themſelves ſar-. 
rounded by Agel inſtead of werping Friends? 
How ſincerelꝝ do they wing their Way, and pass through . 
unknown: Warlds, under the Conduct of thaſe —— 
Guides The Vale of Tears is quite loſt: Farewel, 


for Ever, the Reatins of Woe, MACE Sg 


be -\ 
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Beings! They arrive on the Frontiers of inexpreſſble 
Falicity; They are come to the City of the Living 
« Cop: while a Voice, ſweeter than Muſic in her ſofteſt 


Strains; ſweet as the Harmony of hymning Seraphim; 


congratulates their Arrival, and beſpeaks their Admiſ- 
ſion: Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates ; and beyelift up, ye 
everlaſting Doors; that the Heirs of — 


Hxxr, then, let us leave the Spirits and Souls of the 
Righteous; eſcaped from an entangling Wilderneſs, and 
received into a Paradiſe of Delights! Eſcaped from the 
Territories of Diſquietude, and ſettled in Regions of un- 
moleſted Security! Here, they fit down with Abraham, 
Jaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their Father. Here, 
they mingle with an innumerable Company of : Angels, 
and rejoĩce around the Throne of the Lamb: rejoice' in 
the Fruition of preſent Felicity, and in the aſſured Exper- 
zation of an inconceivable Addition to their Blifs ; when 
GOD ſhall call the Heavens from above, and the Earth, 
that be may juc I People ®, © 


Fools accounted their Life Madneſs, and 15 End t 
be without Honogr : but, they are numbered among the Chil- 
dren of GOD; and their Lot, their diſtinguiſhed and 
eternal Lot, is among the Saints 11 However, therefore, 


| ay World ny Ape, * * 


„ eee eee delivered from 
the Burden of the Fleſh, are ſparkling and fine ; yet very indiſind and 
ompared with the Particulars mentioned above, and with many 
2 that might be collected from Scripture. I» loc tam procelhf, 
Os in mes Tempeftater expoſite navigantibus Mari, aullut Portus; tiff Morti: 
eff. Ne itaque invideris Fratri tus; quieſeit. Tandem liber, tanden 
tutus, tanilem ætemmus off. Fruiter nunc aperto If /ibera Clo; er humili 
& deprefſo, in cum emicuit l * ee eee Gy Care rp 
Sinn; & nunc omnia Rerum ö 
Sex. ad Polyb, | 
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0 * VM ene 9 Fear 

vis, te truly, Religiawsz be this he Supreite, ths In 
varable Deſire 1. fr part! © Let me me tive the Life, 
« and. die the death, ef the. Righteous. Oh], ke "ay 


latter End, and future State, be like theirs!** Wee 
Wu ar Figure is That, wich ſtrikes, my Eye, from: 
an eminent Part of the Wall ? It is not only placed in 
a more elevated Situation, than the reſt ; hut carries a more. 
ſplendid and ſumptuuus Air, than ordinary. Swordz and 
Spears; murdlering Engines, and Inſtruments of Slaugh - 
ter; adorn the Stone ich a formidable Magnificence. — 
I: proves to be the Monument of a noble Warrior. 1 


I boch Reſpect dsh 1. Paid to che Memory of 
bis brave Solkficr, for-facrMcingy his Li to the public 


Good ?— Then, what Honours, what immortal Honours, 


ate due to the great Captain of our Salvation? Who, 


though Lord of the Angelic Legions; and ſupreme Com- 
mander of all the heavenly Hoſts; Nr offered + 


ſelf a Bleeding Propitiation for Sinners! — 


Tux One died, being a Mortal; n 

1 Life; which was long before Wrfeibed to Divine: Jul. 
ie: e fade Live weed nx Bel. 
to Nature, if it had not fallen as a Prey to War.—But 
Cunisr took Fleſh, and gave up the Ghoſt, though he 
was the great I AM; the Fountain of Exiſtence ; who 
calls Happineſs and Immortality all his own. He, who 
thought” i no Robbery to be Equal with! C He, 
whoſe were from Everlaſting ; even He, was 
made in the Likeneſs of Man, and cut off out of the 
Land of the Living. Wonder, O Heavens! Be aſto- 
niſhed, O Earth HE died the Death, of whom it is 


. r oo + 
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.T xx One expoſed Himſelf to Peril, i 

his, Syvereige and his Cpautry ; which, cid is gb 
nous to do, yet would have been ignominious, if fuch 
Circurnſtances, to have declined. —But CRS. 2 the 
Field, though he was the Med and only Potentate ; the 
Kine of Kings, and Lonb of Lords. Cunler took 
che Field, though He was /ure to drop in the Engage- 
ment; and put on the Harneſs, though He knew be. 
forchand, that it muſt reek with his Blood. That Prince 
of Heaven reſigned his Royal Perſon, not barely to the 
Hazard; but to the inevitable Stroke; to Death, certain 
in its Approach, and armed with all its Horrors.—And 
for u Not for thoſe who were in any Degree de- 
ſervings but for. his om diſobedient Creatures ;, for the 
Pardon of condemned Malefactors; for a Band © Re. 
bels, a Race of Traitors, the moſt obnoxious and inex- 
cuſabje. of all Criminals. . Whom, he might have left to 
periſh in their Iniquizies, without the leaſt Impeachment 
7 Goodnels, e e e ag 

e. 


Tus One, n 
denly wounded, and ſoon ſlain. A Bullet, de 
his Heart; 2 Sword, ſheathed in his Breaſt ; or 2 \Bat- 
le-ax, cleaving the Brain, might pyt a ſpeedy End to 


his Miſery; difpatch him 4 as ina Moment /'-—Whereas, 


tho divine Redeemer expired in tedious and protracted 
Torment His Pangs were as lingering ,.as they. were 
exquiſite. Even in the Prelude to bis laſt Suffering, what 
» Load of Sorrows overyhalmed his ſacred Humanity 
Pill thi intolerabt [Preflure wrung- Blood, inſtead. of 


gwrat; from every Pore; till the'ctiraſog; Blopy ſtained 


alt e Naiment, andaiogedthe veryBrones:—But, when 
the laſt Scene of the Tragedy commenced ; when the 


Executioner's Hammer, had nailed him to the Croſs ; 
9 Q! how 
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0! toy Sib b Hours, did tha itſtrions Sufferer 


hang! 2 4 Woe to Gop, to und to 


Men? i“ Temples tangled" with de thordy:Crmwb ! 
his Hahds' and Feet deft with the“ ruggecl Irons; his 


whole Body covered with Wounds and Bruiſes l and his 


Soul, his * — Feen widh re m $ 
80 * . chat Nature, through al her Do- 


minions, vas thrown into fm thizing Commotions. 


The Earth could no longer fuſtain ſuch barbarous In- 


dignities, without Trembling ; nor the Sum behold them, 


without Horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in this Ex- 


rremity of Agony and Torture, that the Alarm reached 
even the remote Regions of the Dead.—Never, O my 


Soul, never forget the amazing Truth. The Lamb 


of Gon was ſeized; was bound; was ſlaughtered with 


the utmoſt Tnhumanity ; and endured Death, in all its 
Bitterneſs, for thee. | His murderers, ſtudioully- 


ſo guided the firal Cup; that he taſted every" 
its Gall, before he drank it off to the very Dregs. 


 Oncx-again; The Warrior diet like 4 Hero, and Fell 
gallantly in the Field of Battle. — But, died not Cunisr 
as a Fool dieth*? Not on the Bed of Honour, with 


1 


Sears of Glory in his Breaſt? but, like ſome" execrable 
Miſcreant, on x Gibbet; with Laſhes of the vile 
on his Back. Tes, the bleſſed” J ius bowed his ex- 


piring Head on the accurſed Tree ; ſuſpendẽd between 
Heaven and Earth, M . 


| at of Either. 


* 


\ Wir flea Rerurts of inflated and odaring Be- 


| voip, can n e Flay? One of gouf thus | 
5 5 eee 2 Of his hagge our Lox complains; 4 


10 


dying, 


4 © MEDETATIONS, 


Aying, that we might live? Dying in, Ignominy and 
Angviſh 1. that we might live, for ever in the, Heights of 
Joy, and. ſit for ever on Thrones, of Glory. — Alis it 
i not in #6, impotent, inſenſihle Mortals, to be du 
- thankful... He; only, who confers ſuch. inconceivably rich 
Favours, can enkindle a proper Warmth of grateful Af- 
fections. Then build thyſelf a Monument, moſt: 
Danaxukr, build thyſelf. an everlaſting Monument of 
Gratitude in our Souls. Inſcribe the Memory of thy 
matchleſs Beneficence, | not with Ink and Pen; but wit 
that precious Blood, which guſhed Wo thy wounded e 
Veins, Engrave it, not with the Hanimer and Chizel; 
but with that ſharpened Spear, which pierced. thy ſacred 
Side. Let it Rand conſpicuous and indelible, not on 
outward Tables of. S Stone; but on the very inmoſt Tall 
of our Hearts. 42 3, e 


Os Tide montke e Be Fab 
| In them ed Warrior, and his garniſhed Sepulchre. 
How mean are theſe oftentatious Methods, of bribing 


the Vote of Fame, and purchaſing a little Poſthumou 
.. Renown! What, 2 poor Subſtitute for a Set of memo- 


- 'rable Actions, is poliſhed Alabaſter, or the Mimicry of 
1 he real Excellency of this oy n 


». Sir Broil b flain 8 the Civil Ware, at. an Bngagenen 
| with the It may ly be ſome Entertainment to the Reade, 
ut | 2 ſubjoin Sir Bevil' s er; as it is drawn by that celebrate! 
Pen, which, wrote the Hiſtory of thoſe calamitou Times That 
* Vhich would hte clouded any Victory, fays the noble Hiſtorian, an! 
made cheLbisofothits Jeb Waben uf was the Death — . 
** Granville, He was indeed an excellent Perſon, 
4 tereſt, and Reputation, were the Foundation of — 0 Ne MW ce 
- 4 i nal, Hin Ternper and AﬀeRiohs Hips bac, that no Acc ee 
aa Ae e e e e ar en him. Au 
ple kept others from taking any Hing il or at Feaſt ſcen 
I to do ſo. Ina Word, a brighter Courage, and a gentler Di. - 


: | 4 polition, were peyer married 0 moſt cheariu « 
and innocent Converſatiqg 1 Ne Hip Ker. ow U Fe 
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| Patriot; is written on the Minds of his C 


. « of Perdition;: and I. 
© retrievable Ruin I might quickly have been plunged ; 
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ountrymen. It 
would be remembered with Applauſe, ſo long as the 


Nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial to per- 
petuate it. —And ſuch, ſach. is the Monument, I would 
wiſh for myſelf., Let me leave a Memorial, in the 
Breaſts of my Fellow-Creatures. Let ſurviving Friends 


bear Witneſs ; that I have not lived to myſelf alone, nor 
been altogether unſerviceable in my Generation. Ol let 


an uninterrupted Series of beneficent Offices, be the In- 
cription ; and the beſt Intereſts of my Acquajuages, * 
Plate that exhibits 1t. 


. | 
little Spot, and thankfully acknowledge There lies 
«;the Man, whoſe unwearied Kindneſs was the conſtant 
« Relief of my various Diſtreſſes; who tenderly viſited 
ce my languiſhing Bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent 
« Circumſtances, How often were his Counſels, a 
Guide to my perplexed Thoughts, and a Cordial to 
my dejected Spirits! Tis owing to'Gop's Bleſſing, 
« on his ſeaſonable Charities, and prudent Confolations; 
that I now live, and live in Comfort,” Let a Per- 
fon, once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his Eyes to Hea- 


ven, and ſay within himſelf, as he walks over my Bones; 


« Here are the laſt Remains of that ſincere Friend, 
* who. cuatched for my Sou. I can never forget, with 
«what, heedleſs Gaiety; I was; poſting on in the Paths 
tremble to think, /ingoy what ir- 


* had not his faithful Admonitions arreſted me in the 
* wild Career I was.unacquainted with the Goſpel of 
Peace, and had n Concern for its unſaschable Trea- 
© ſures; but ma enlightened by his iu Conver- 
« /ation, 1 ſee the All-ſufficiency of my Saviour; and, 
animated by his repeated Exbor tations, I count all 
25 Things but Lofs, chat I may win Cukisr. Me- 


ed 6c thinks, 


\ 


0 nbrrar tons 
r this, is Diſcourſes, ee with Reign, i= 


e f& Home by the divine Spirit, ll tingle in 
-« Ears; are ſtill warm upon my Heart ; and, Tr 
. ill be more and more operative, Fer meet oath 
-« other in tie Hodſe not made with Hands, etermil i 
the Heavens“. 
* + HE only: pifallible Way of immortalizing our r Cha: 
_ rafters;, a Way equally open to the. 12 * and moſt 
exalted Fortune; is, To make o alling and Elec- 
tion ſure; to gain ſome e e that our 
Names are written in Heaven. Then, however they may 
«be: diſregarded or forgotten, among Men; they will not 
Ail to be had in everlaſting Remembrance, before the 
Lond. This is, of all diſtinctions, far the nobleſt. 
> mbition, beithis thy Object, and every Page of Serp- 
ture will ſanctify thy Paſſion ; every Grace itſelf will fin 
athy Flame. As to earthly Memorials, yet à little 
oWthite, und they ure all lobliterated. The Tongue of 
chaſe, i whoſe Happiness we have ⁊calouſiy promoted, 
muſtiſoon be ſilent in the Coffin. Characters cut with 
a Pens of Iron, and cmmitted to the ſohd- Rock, will 
erel long ceaſe to he legible 7. Bur es men) as are in- 
. polled . in the Lamb's! Boak-df: Life; He himſelf de- 
Aclares, ſhall never be blotted! owe! from thoſt:2Ahrnils 
ö Eternity. When ia Flight ef Years has melde red 
ane triarnphat Column intd Duſt: wher the brazen 
Statue poxiſhes, under the corrbding Had ef Time: 
left fibuturs ſtill ctinot ; ſtill ' are (blooming and in- 
„lccrruptible, in che Workd-of\Glory, eirt non Ea , 
10 Man the extende@PSMesyobr Temb? ” 6 
1 eat Beate 4eLB TD Wade £0: 85851 
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Would bounteous Heay'n indulge | my Pays IN 
Minus. h nobler Ghotce DISD 

Nor, living, wiſh the e "tY Pile ; | 
Nor, dead, regret 

In thy fair Book of Life divine, 
My Gop, inſcribe my Name: 

There let it fill ſome humble Place, 
Beneath the ſlaughtered Lamb. 


Thy Saints, while Ages roll away, 
-- In endleſs Fame furvive ; 
Their Glories, o'er the Wrongs of Time 
Greatly triumphant, live. | 


Yowper Entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to - A Fault. 
Let me turn aſide, and take one View of the Habita- 
tion, and its T'enants.—The ſullen Door grates upon its 

inges: Not uſed to receive many Viſitants, it ad- 
mits me with Reluctance and Murmurs.— What mean- 
eth this ſudds Tyepidation; while I deſcend the Steps, 
and am viſiting the pale Nations of the Dead ?—Be ' 
compoſed, my . there is nothing to fear, in theſe 
quiet Chambers. Here, even the Wicked ceaſe from 
% troubling.” _ 

Goop Heavens! what a ſolemn Scene Ho dif. 
mal the Gloom / Here is perpetual Darkneſs, and Night 
even at Noon-day,—How doleful is Solitude]! Not one 
Trace of chearful Society; but forrow and Terror ſeem 
to have made This, their dreaded Abode—Hagh | how 
the hollow Dome reſounds, at every Tread. The Echoes, 
that long have ſlept, NY WES TI LOG: and - 
iigh, along the Walls. . 

A Bzam, or two, finds its Way through the IE oy 
and reflects a. feeble Glimmer, from the Nails of the ; 
(Mus. 80 n Spectacles, half concealed , | 
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in Shades; half ſeen dimly by the baleful Twilight; 
add a deeper Horror to theſe gloomy Manſions.— pore 
upon the Inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick out; 
That theſe are the Remains of the Rich-and Renowned, 
No vulgar Dead are depoſited here. The Moft Tuftri- 
- ous, and Right Honourable, have claimed this for their 
- laſt Retreat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a 
| ſhadowy Pre-eminence. © They lie, ranged in mournful 
Order, and in a Sort of ſilent Pomp, under the Arches 
of an ample Sepulchre ; while meaner Corpſes, without 
much Ceremony, © go down to the Stones of the Pit.“ 


My Apprehenſions recover from their Surpriſe. | 
find, here are no Phantoms, but ſuch as Fear raiſes. — 
However, it ſtill amazes me, to obſerve the Wonders 
of · this nether World. Thoſe, who received  valt Re- 
venues, and called whole Lordſhips their own; are here 
reduced to Half a Dozen Feet of Earth, or confined 
in a few Sheets of Lead. Rooms of State, and ſumptu- 
ous Furniture, are reſigned; for no other Ornament 
than the Shroud, for no other Apartment-than the dark- 
ſome Niche. —Where is the Star, that blazed: upon the 
Breaſt; or Coronet, that glittered round the Temples ? 
The only Remains of departed Dignity are, the Wea- 
ther-beaten Hatchment, and the tattered Eſcutcheon. 
I fee no ſplendid Retinue, ſurrounding this ſolitary 
Dwelling. The lordly Equipage hovers no longer about 
the lifeleſs Maſter. He has no other Attendaat, than 2 
duſty Statue; which, while the regardleſs World is as gay 
as ever, the Sculptor's Hand has taught to weep. 


* THrosx, who gloried in high-born Anceſtors, and 10d: 
Pedigree; here, drop their lofty Pretenſions. They ac- 
knowledge Kindred with creeping Things, and quarter 
Arms with the meaneſt — ey ſay to Corruption, 


Thou. art my Father ; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mo- 
ther 
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ther and my Siſter. —Or, ſhould they ſtill aſſume the Stile 
of Diſtinction, ahl how impotent were the Claim! how 

apparent the Oſtentation | Is it ſaid by their Monument, 
HERE LIES THE GREAT ? How ealy-. is it replied by the 
Spectator 


ae Marble! r, 
Notbing but poor and ſordid Duft lies Here. 


Mortifying Truth! Sufficient, one would think, to wean 
the moſt ſanguine Appetite, from this tranſitory State 
of Things; from its ſickly Satisfactions, its fading COL 
its vaniſhing Treaſures. 


For now, ye Hing Vanities of Life | 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating Train ! 
Where are ye now ? And what is your Amount? 


War is all World, to theſe poor breathleſs 
Beings ? What are their Pleaſures ? A Bubble broke. 


What their Honours? A Dream that is forgotten.— - 
What the Sum-total of their Enjoyments below ? Once, 
perhaps, it appeared to inexperienced and fond Deſire, 
ſomething conſiderable. But, now Death has meaſured 
it with his Line, and weighed it in his Scale, what is 
the Upſhot ? Alas! it is ſhorter than a Span; lighter 
than the dancing Spark ; and driven away hike the Ai 
lolving Smoke. „ 


InpuLcz, my Soul, a ſerious Pauſe. Reculledt all 
the gay Things, that were wont to dazzle thy Eyes, and 
nveigle thy Affections. Here, examine thoſe Baits of 
Senſe. Here, form an Eſtimate of their rea! Value. 
Suppoſe thyſelf firſt, among the Favourites of Fortune; 
who revel in the Lap of Pleaſure; who ſhine in the Robes 
of Honour; and ſwim in Tides of inexhauſted Riches. 
Yet, how ſoon would the paſſing Bell proclaim thy Exit! 
And, , when once that Iron Call, has ſummoned thee to 

| | E 2 . thy 
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thy future Reckoning ; where would all theſe Gratifici 
| tions be? At chat Period, how will all che Page antry of 
the moſt affluent, ſplendid, or luxurious Circumſtances, 
vaniſh into empty Air And is this a r a. 
paſſionately to be caveted? - 


I Tank you, ye Relics of ſounding Titles, and 
magnificent Names. Ye have taught me more of the 
Littleneſs of the World, than all the Volumes of my 
Library. Your Nobility arrayed i in a Winding-ſheet; 
your Grandeur mouldering in an Urn ; are the moſt in- 
diſputable Proofs, of the Nothingneſs of created Things 
Never, furely, did Providence write. this important Point, 
in ſuch legible Characters; as in the Aſhes of My Lord, 
or on the Corpſe of His Grace *, —Let others, if they 
pleaſe, pay their obſequious Court to your wealthy Sons; 
and ignobly fawn, or anxioufly ſue, for Preferments, 
My Thoughts ſhall often refort, in penſive Contem- 
plation, to the Sepulchres of their Sires ; and leam, 
from their ſleeping Duſt—to moderate my Expectations 
from Mortals—to, ſtand diſengaged from every undue 
Attachment, to the little Intereſts of Time—to get 
above the deluſive Amuſements of Honour ; the gaudy 
Tinſels of Wealth; and all the empty Shadows of a 

periſhing World. 

Hank ! what Sound is that !—In 9 a Sitvation 
every Noiſe alarms.—Solema and flow, it breaks again 
upon the ſilent Air..—'Tis the Striking of the Clock.— 
Deſigned, one would 1 imagine, to ratify all my ſerious 
Meditations. Methinks, it ſays Amen, and ſets a Seal, 
to every improving Hint. It tells me; That another 
Portion of my appointed Time, is elapſed. One call 
it © the Knell of my departed Hours.“ Tis the Watch- 


Mors fola Fatetur | 
Quantula fint Hominum PN 
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«a to Vigilance and Activity. It cries in the Ear of 
Reaſon ; “ Redeem the Time. Catch the favourable - 
« Gales of Opportunity: O | catch them, while. they 


« breathe; before they are irrecoverably loſt. The Span . 
« of Life ſhortens continually, Thy Minutes are all 
upon the Wing, and haſtening to be gone, Thou art 


« a Borderer upon Eternity; and making inceſſant Ad- 


 yances to the State, thou art contemplating.” May 


the Admonition fink deep, into an attentive and obedienr 
Mind ! May it teach me that Heavenly Arithmetic, of 


« numbering my wb and lying my Heart unto 
« Wiſdom ]“ 


I navs often if beneath the impending Pro- 
montory's craggy Cliff; I have ſometimes trod the vaſt 


Spaces of the lonely Deſart; and penetrated the inmoſt 


Receſſes of the dreary Cavern: but never, never be- 
held Nature louring, with ſo tremendous a Form; never 


felt ſuch Impreſſions of Awe, ſtriking cold on my Heart; 


as under theſe black-browed Arches, amidſt theſe mouldy 
Walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch rueful Objects. Where 
Melancholy, deepeſt Melancholy, for ever ſpreads her 

Raven Wings. Let me now emerge from the damp 

and dreadful Obſcuriry.—Farewel, ye Seats of Deſola- 

tion, and Shades of Death! Gladly I reyiſit the Realms 
of Day. 


Havino caſt a | ſuperficial View, upon theſe Recep- 
tacle of the Dead; Curiofity prompts my Inquiry to a 


more intimate Survey. Could we draw back the Co- 


vering of the Tomb; could we diſcern, What thoſe are 
now, who once were Mortals—O ! how would it ſur- 
priſe, and grieve us ! Surpriſe us, to behold the prodigi- 
ous Transformation, which has taken place on every 
* grieve us, to obſerve the Diſhonour done to 


E 3 our 
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| our Nature i in general, within theſe fubrerrancous Nr 
ments! 
Hxxx, the ſweet and winni ng Apes, that wore per- 
petually an attractive Smile; grins horribly a naked, 
ghaſtly Skull. The Eye, that outſhone the Diamond's 
Brilliancy; and glanced its lovely Lightning, into the 
moſt guarded Heart: Alas ! Where is it ? Where ſhall 
we find the rolling Sparkler ? How are all its ſprightly 
Beams eclipſed ! totally eclipſed The Tongue, that 
once commanded all the Power of Eloquence, in this 
ſtrange Land has © forgot its Cunning.” Where are 
+ now thoſe Strains of Harmony, which raviſhed our Ears? 
Where is that Flow of Perſuaſion, which carried captive 
dur Judgments ? The great Maſter of Language and of 
Song, is became ſilent as the Night that ſurrounds him. 
The pampered Feb, fo lately cloathed in Purple 
and fine Linen, how is it covered rudely with Clods of 
Clay! There was a. Time, when the timorouſly nice 
Creature, would ſcarce * adventure to ſet a Foot 
upon the Ground, for Delicateneſs and geo s 
but is now enwrapped in clammy Earth, and ſleep 
no ſofter a Pillow than the ragged Gravel- ſtones.— ler, 

the ſfrong Men bow themſelves.” The nervous Arm 
is unſtrung; the brawny Sine ws are relaxed; the Limbs, 
not long ago the Seats of Vigour and Activity, lie down 
motionleſs ; and the Bones, which were as Bars of Iron, 


are crumbled | into Duſt. 


| Hens, the Man of Buſineſs forgets all his favourite 
Schemes, and diſcontinues the Purſuit of Gain. Here, 
is 4 total Stand to the Circulation of Merchandize, and 
the Hurry of Trade. In theſe ſolitary Receſſes, as in 
the Building of Solomon's Temple; is heard no Sound 


„Deut. xxviii. 56. 
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of the Hammer and Ax. The Winding-ſheet and the 
Coffin, are the utmoſt Bound of all earthly Devices. 
« Hitherto may they go, but no farther,” Here, the 
Sons of Pleaſure take a final Farewel, of their dear De- 
No more is the Senſualiſt anointed with Oil, or 
crowned with Roſe-buds. He chaunts no more, to the 
Melody of the Viol; nor revels any longer at the Ban- 
quet of Wine, Inſtead of ſumptuous Tables, and deli- 
cious Treats, the poor Voluptuary is Himſelf a Feaſt 
for fattened Inſects; the Reptile riots in his Fleſh ; 
« the Worm, feeds ſweetly on him *.” —Here alſo, 
Beauty fails bright Beauty drops her Luſtre here, O 
how her Roſes fade; and her Lilies Languiſh, in this . 
bleak Soil! How does the grand Leveller pour Con- 
tempt, upon the Charmer of our Hearts ! How turn to 
Deformity, what captivated the World before ! 


| CovtD the Lover have a Sight of his once inchanting 


Fair-one ; what a ſtarthng Aſtoniſhment would ſeize 
him —“ Is This the object, I not long ago fo paſſion- 
« ately admired! I faid, ſhe was divinely fair; and 
* thought her, ſomewhat more than mortal. Her Form, 
« was Symmetry itſelf ; every Elegance breathed in her 
« Air; and all the Graces waited on her Motions.—- 
« *I was Muſick, when ſhe ſpoke : but, when ſhe ſpoke 
« Encouragement, 'twas little leſs than Rapture. How 
© my Heart danced, to thoſe charming Accents |—- 
« And can that, which, ſome Weeks ago, was to Ad- 
« miration /avely, be now ſo inſufferably loathfome ?— 
« Where are thoſe bluſhing Cheeks ? Where the coral 
« Lips? Where that ivory Neck, on which the curli 

« Jet, in ſuch gloſſy Ringlets, flowed ? With a thouſand 
* other Beauties of Perſon, and ten thouſand Delicacies 


* Job xxiv, 20, 
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2 of W e 
„ —PFondly I gazed upon the glittering Meta. It 
ſhone brightly; and I miſtook it for a Star, for a per- 
manent and ſubſtantial Good. But how is it fallen 
fallen from an Orb, not its own ! n 
75 trace on Earth, is but a putrid Maſs.” ' + 


Liz, poor Florella ! lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure 
. Darkneſs. Let Night, with her impenetrable Shades, 
_ - always conceal Thee. May no prying Eye, be Wit- 
.neſs to thy Diſgrace : but let thy ſurviving Siſters, think 
upon thy State; when they contemplate, the Idol in the 
Glaſs. When the pleaſing Image riſes gracefully to 
View, ſurrounged with a World of Charms; and fluſh- 
ed with Joy, at the Conſciouſneſs of them all Then, in 
_ thoſe Minutes of Temptation and Danger, when Vanity 
uſes to ſteal into the Thoughts Then, let them re- 
member, what a Veil of Horror is drawn over a Face; 
which was once beautiful and brilliant, as theirs. Such 
a ſeaſonable Reflection, might regulate the Labours of 
the Toilet; and create a more earneſt Solicitude, to 
poliſh the Jewel, than to varniſh the Caſter, It might 
then become their higheſt Ambition, to have the Mind 
decked with divine Virtues; and dreſſed after the amiable 
Pattern of their Redeemer's Holineſs. 


AND would this ; prejudice their Perſons, or depreciate 


their Charms ?—Quite the Reverſe | It would ſpread : 
ſort of Heavenly Glory, over the fineſt Set of Feature: 
and heighten the Lovelineſs of every other engaging Ac- 
. — What is nan inviting Conſide- 


Quo fugit — Heu Nuove Color ? decens © 
Quo Motus ? Quid habet illius, illius, 
Qu ſdirabat Amores, ! 
Que me ſurpuerat mihi ? Hos. 


ration; 
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tation; theſe Flowers would not wither with Nature, 
nor be tarniſhed by Time; but would open contintially 
into richer Beauties, and fouriſb even in the Winter of 
Age.—But, the moſt incomparable Recommendation of 
theſe noble Qualities, is: That, from their hallowed 
Relics, as from the fragrant Aſhes of the Phenix, will 
ere bag Arik an illuſtrious Form; bright, as the Wings 


of Angels; laſting, as the Light of the new Jer nſalem. 


Fon my Part; the Remembrance of this ſad Revo- 
lution, ſhall make me aſbamed to pay my Devotion, to 
a Shrine of periſhing Fleſh ; and afraid, to expect all 
my Happineſs, from ſo brittle a Joy. It ſhall teach me, 
8 to think too highly of well proportioned Clay ; 

though formed in the moſt elegant Mould, - and ani- - 
mated with the ſweeteſt Soul. Tis Heaven's laſt, beſt, 
and crowning Gift ;—to be received with Gratitude and 
cheriſhed with Love, as a moſt valuable Bleſſing; not 


' worſhipped, with the "Incenſe of Flattery, and 4 


of fulſome Adoration, as a Goddeſs.—It will cure, 
truſt, che Dotage of my Eyes: and incline me 88 
to prefer the ſubſtantial « Ornaments, of a meek and 


« virtuous Spirit; before the tranſient ON of 
White and Red on the Skin. 


HRE, I called in my roving Meditations, from their 
long Excurſion on this tender Subject. Fancy liſtened 


a while, to the Soliloquy of a Lover. Now Judgment 


reſumes the Reins, and guides my Thoughts to more 
near and ſelf- intereſting Inquiries —However, upon a 
Review of the whole Scene; crowded with Spectacles of 
Mortality, and Trophies of Death; I could not forbear 
ſmiting my Breaſt, and fetching a Sigh, and lamenting 
over the nobleſt of all viſible Beings, laid proſtrate under 


„* a ** 1. 
, | 
» l a ” 
4 p 4 % F 
* ' * 
. 2 * 


58 MEDITATIONS 


the Feet of © the. pale Horſe, and his Rider *,”.. 
could not forbear repeating that pathetic Exclamation, 
O Thou f Adam, what haſt thou dune What De. 
folation has thy Diſobedience wrought in the Earth! 
See the „ the ruinous Malignity of Sjz ! Sin, 
has demoliſhed fo many ſtately Structures of Fleſh : Si, 
has made ſuch Havock, among the moſt exce nt Rank; 
of Gop's lower Creation: And Sin (that deadly Bane 
of our Nature) would have plunged our better Part, 
Into the execrable Horrors of the nethermoſt Hell ; had 
not our merciful Mediator interpoſed, and given Him. 
ſelf for our Ranſom. —Therefore, what grateful Acknoy. 
ledgments, does the whole World of penitent Sinners 
owe ; what ardent Returns of Love, will a whole. Hea- 
ven of glorified Believers pay; to ſuch a Friend, Bene- 
factor, and Deliverer! | 


Musi upon theſe melancholy Objedts, « faithful 


Remembrancer ſuggeſts from within Muſt this fad 
.« Change ſucceed in me alſo? Am I to draw my laſt 
« Gaſp; to become a breathleſs Corpſe ; and e, what 
« I deplore ? Is there a Time approaching, When this 
e Body ſhall be carried out upon the Bier, and con- 
<« ſigned to its clay- cold Bed? While ſome kind Ac- 
ct quaintance, perhaps, may drop one parting Tear; and 
« cry, Alas! my Brother the Time approaching?” 
Nothing is more certain. A Decree, much ſurer than 


Rer. v. 3. + 2Efdr. vii. 41. 


t I paſs, with melancholy State, 
- By all theſe folemn Heaps of Fate ; 
And think, as ſoft and fad I tread 
Above the venerable Dead, . 
* Time was, like me, they Life poſſeſs d; | 
« And Time will be, when I ſhall reſt.“ ParneL. 


the 
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the Law of the Medes and Prefs, has irrevocably de: 
termined the Doom. _ 


nov p one of theſe ghaſtly Figures, bunt from. bis 

Confinement ; and ſtart up, in frightful Deformity, be- 
fore me — ſhould the baggard Skeleton, lift a clattering - 
Hand; and point it full in my View—ſhould it open the 
ſtiffened Jaws ; and, with a hoarſe tremendous Murmur, 
break this profound Silence ſhould it accoſt me, as 
Samiel's Apparition addreſſed the trembling King— 
« The Loxp all deliver Thee alſo into the Hand: of 
6 Death. Yet a Jittle while, and Thou ſhalt be with me *.” 
—The ſolemn Warning, urns. | in ſo ſtriking a Man- 
ner, muſt ſtrongly impreſs: my Imagination. A Meſ- 

ſage i in Thunder, would ſcarce fink deeper. Vet, there 
is abundantly greater Reaſon to be alarmed, by that ex- 

preſs Declaration of the Loxp Gop Almighty, © Thou 
8 2 ſurely die.. Well then, ſince Sentence is paſſed; 
ſince I am a condemned Man; and know not, when 
the Dead Warrant may arrive: let me ie to Sin; 'an 
die to the World; before I die beneath the Stroke of 2 
Righteous Gop. Let me employ the little uncertain In- 
terval of Reſpite from Execution; in preparing for a 
happier State, and a better Life. That, when the fatal 
Moment comes, and I am commanded to ſhut my Eyes, 


* 1 Sam. xxvili. 19. On this place, the Dutch Tranſlator of the 
Meditations has added a Note; to correct, very probably, what he 
ſuppoſes a Miſſake. On the ſame Suppoſition, I preſume, the Com- 
pilers of our Rubric ordered the laſt Verſe of Ecelus. xlvi. to be omit- 
ted, in the Service of the Church. But that the Sentiment, 
hinted above, is Rrictly true, that it was Ran *mmow Samue! himſelf 
(not an infernal Spirit, perſonating the Prophet,) who appeared to the 
Female Necromancer at £ndor ; appeared, not in Compliance with any 
diabolical Incantation, bur in Purſuance of the divine Commiſſion; 
dais Var is rn in the Hiforical Account of the Life f 

Vol. I. Chap. 23. 
upon 
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upon all Things ere below; I may open dem 
to be my Saviour in the Manſions above. CY =D 


Stex this Body, which is ſo fearfully and woderfuly 
made, muſt fall to Pieces in the Grave: ſince I muſt 
ſoon reſign all my bodihy Powers to Darkneſs, Inadi. 
vity, and Corruption: let it be my conſtant Care to uk 
them well, while I poſſeſs them Let my Hands be 
ſtretched forth to relieve the Nays, and always be more 
e ready to give, than to receive.” t my Knees bend, 
in deepeſt Humiliation, before the. hrone of Grace: 
while my Eyes are caſt down to the Earth, in penitential 
Confuſion; or deyoutly looking up to Heaven, for par: 
doning Mercy In every friendly Interview, let the 
% Law of Kindneſs Gell on my Lips; or rather, if 
the Seriouſneſs of my Acquaintance permits, let the 
Goſpel of Peace flow from my Tongue. O! chat! 
might be enabled, in every public Concourſe, to lik 
my. Voice like a Trumpet; and pour abroad a more 
Joyful Sound, than its moſt melodious Accents, in pro- 
claiming the glad Tidings of free Salvation !—Be ſhut, 
my Ears, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the malevolent Whiſ- 
pers of Slander, and the contagious Breath of filthy 
Talking. But be ſwift to hear the Inſtructions of Wil- 
dom; be all Attention, when your Repezmts ſpeaks; 
imbibe the precious Truths; and convey them carefully 
to the Heart Carry me, my. Feet, to the Temple of 
the Lorp; to the Beds of the Sick; and Houſes of 
the Poor. May all my Members, devoted intirely to 
my divine Maſter, be the willing Inſtruments of pro- 
moting his Glory. 7 


Tazn, ye Embalmers, you may ſpare your Pains, 
Theſe Works of Faith, and Labours of Love ; theſe 
hall be my Spices and Perfumes. Enwrapped.in thoſe, | 
would lay me gently down, and ſleep ſweetly in the bleſſed 

Ifxsus; 
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Jesvs; hoping, that Gov will « give Commandment 
« concerning my Bones; and one Day fetch them up 
from the Duſt, as Silver from the Furnace, purified, 
« I ſay not, ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven.” 1 


HxxE, my Contemplation took Wing; and, in an 
Inſtant, alighted in the Garden, adjoining to Mount 
Calvary. Having viewed the Abode of my deceaſed 
Fellow-Creatures; methought, I longed to ſee the Place, 
where our Logp. lay.-And, O! what a marvellous 
Spectacle was once exhibited, in this memorable Se- 
pulchre ! He,” * who clothes Himſelf with Light, as 
« with a Garment; and walks upon the Wings of the 
„Wind“; HE was pleaſed to wear the Habiliments 
of Mortality, and dwell among the praſtrate Dead. 
Who ean repeat the-wondrous Truth, too often? Who 
can dwell upon the tranſporting Theme, too long? HE, 
vho fits intlroned in Glory, and diffuſes Bliſs among 


* The dire, ſpeaking of the Sepreme Bekiie fay—He walteth | 
jon the Waves of the Sea ; to denote his uncontroulable Power, Job ix. 
8.—He walketh in the Circuit of Heaven ; to expreſs the Immenſity of 
his Preſence, Job xxii. 14.—He walketh zpon the Wings of the Wind; 
to ſignify the amazing Swiftneſs of his Operations, Pal. civ. 3.—In 
whichlaſt Phraſe, there is, Ithink, an Eleganceand Emphaſis, nottaken 
Notice of by our Commentators, yet unequalled in any Writer.—Not, 


| He flieth ; He runnerh ; but, He walkerh : and that, on the wery Wings 


of the Wind; on the moſt f impetuous of Elements, rouſed into its ut- 
moſt Rage, and ſweeping along with inconceivable Rapidity.—A Tu- 
mult in Nature, not to be deſcribed, is the compoſed and ſedate Work 
of the DEITY. A Speed, not to be meaſured, is (with Reverence 
| uſe the Expreſſion, and to comport with our low Methods of Con- 
ception) the ſolemn and majeſtic Foot-pace of JEH OVA H—How flat 
ae the following Lines, even in the great Maſter of Lyric Song, 


Ocyor Cerwis, & agente Nimbes 


ho Ocyor Eura, 
when compared with this inimitable Stroke of divine Poetry !—He 
walketh upon the Wings of the Wind. 


all 
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all the heavenly Hoſts; He was once a pale and bloody 
Corpſe, and Prestel this little Spot. 


O Drarnl how great was thy Triumph in that Hour! 
Never did thy gloomy Realms contain ſuch a Priſoner 
before, .—Pri :ſoner, did I ſay? No; He was more than 
Conqueror. He aroſe, far more mighty than Sampſon, 
ffom à tranſient Slumber; ; broke down the Gates, and 

demoliſhed the Strong-holds, of thoſe dark Dominion 
—And this, O Mortals, This is your only Conſolation and 
Security. Jesvs has trod the dad Path, and ſmooth- 
ed it for your Paſſage, —Jzsvs, ſte ing in the Cham- 
bers of the NE has brightened Pl diſmal Manſion; 
and left an inviting Odour, in thoſe Beds of Duſt; The 
dying Jzsvs (Never let the comfortable Truth depan 
from your Minds | The dying Ixsus) is your ſure Pro- 
fetion, your unqueſtionable Paſſport, through the Ter- 
fitories of the Grave. Believe in Him; and they ſhall 
prove a © Highway to Sion; , ſhall tranſmit you fafe to 
Paradiſe, Believe in Him; and you ſhall be no Loſers, 
but unſpeakable Gainers, by your Diſſolution. For, 
hear what the Oracle of Heaven ſays, upon this impor- 
tant Point: I boſo believeth in Me, ſhall never die * — 


What * ſublime, and emphatical Language, is T his? 


Thus much, at leaſt, it muſt import“ The Nature 
« of that laſt Change, ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered, for 
te the better. It ſhall no longer be ified, as a Pu- 
* niſhment; but rather be vouchſafed, as a Bleſſing. 
« To ſuch Perſons, it ſhall come attended, with ſuch 
« a Train of Benefits; as will render it a Kind of happy 
ce Impropriety, to call it Dying. Dying! No! 'ti 

« Then they truly begin to live. Their Exit, is the fond 
« of their Frailty, and Their Entrance upon Perfection. 


* John xi. 26. 


cc Their 
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Their laſt Groan is che Prelude to Life and Immor- 

dy i ality. | 1 
O vx timorous Souls, that are terrified at the Sound 
ir! Wl of the paſſing Bell: that turn pale, at the Sight of an 
er opened Grave; and can ſcarce behold a Coffin or 2 
Skull, without a ſhuddering Horror: Ye that are in 


an 
Mm, Bondage to the griſly Tyrant, and tremble at the Shak- 
od WY ing of his iron Rod; cry mightily to the Father of your 
is Spirits, for Faith in his dear Son. Faith, will free you 
nd Wi from your Slavery *. Faith, will embolden you to tread 
h- on (this fierceſt of) Serpents f. Old Simeon; claſping 
n- che Child Irsus in the Arms of his Fleſh, and the glo- 
n; nous Mediator in the Arms of his Faith, departs with 
he Tranquility and Peace. That bitter. Perſecutor Saul, 
n BN having won Cars; being found in Carts; longs. 
1. so be diſmiſſed from cumbrous Clay, and kindles into 
r- Wh Rapture at the Proſpect of Diſſolution . * 


to « Neath's Terror is the 1 Faith removes: ( 
is Faith difarms Deſtruction.— 
ih Bilieve, and loole with Triumph an the Tomb. 


yp Thefe, and ſome other Quotations, I am proud to-borrow from the 
. ctr 7 boughrr, eſpecially from Night the Fourth. In which, Energy, 
of ge, Sublimity of Sentiment, and the moſt exquiſite Beauties 
of Poetry, are the leaf Perſections to be admired. Almoſt every Line 
elows with Devotion; riſes into the moſt exalted Apprehenſions of the- 
dorable Redeemer ; and is animated with the moſt lively Faith in His: 
All-ſuffictent Mediation. The Author of this excellent Performance. 
has the peculiar Felicity, of ennobling all the Strength of Stile, and 
very Delicacy of Imagination, with the g ddiſtingumſhing Truths 
of Chriſtianity: Theſe Thoughts give igheſt Entertainment to 
the Fancy; and impart the nobleſt Improvement to the Mind. They 
not only reſine our Taſte, but prepare us for Death, and ripen us ſor 


P) lory. I never take up this admirable Piece, but 1 am ready to cry 
is iſou-—Trcum wivere amem, terum obeam libens 5 1. er „ Inſpire me 
nd ich ſuch a Spirit, and Life ſhall be delightful, nor Death itſelf 


un elcome. _— 


+ Luke x. 19. t Phil. i. $$ 2 Tim. iv, 7, 8. 
I fe 
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I ſee another of IMManus's Followers, ud in his 
Saviour; leaning on his Beloved; go down to the ſilent 
Shades, with Compoſure and Alacrity ®.-—In This poy- 
erful Name, an innumerable Company of ſinful Crea. 
tures have ſet up their Banners; and, overcome, through 
« the Blood of the Lamb.” Authorized by the Cap- 
tain of thy Salvation, Ibou alſo mayſt ſet thy Feet, upon 
the Neck of this King of Terrors. Furniſhed with this 
Antidote, Thou alſo mayſt play around the Hole of the 
Aſp, and put thy undaunted Hand on this Cockatrice- 
Den f. Thou mayſt I feel the Viper faſtening to thy 
mortal Part, and ſear no Evil: Thou ſhalt one Day 
ſhake it off by a joyful Re ſurrection, and ſiſſer no Harn. 


ResvrRECTION! That chearing Word caſes my Mind 
of an anxious Thought, and ſolves a moſt momentous 
Queſtion.” I was going to aſk; © Wherefore do all 
e theſe Corpſes lie here, in this abje& Condition? h 
This their final State? Has Death conquered? and 
+ « will the Tyrant hold Captivity captive ? How long 
tc wilt thou forget them, O Loxo? For ever?“ No, 
faith the Voice from Heaven, the Word of divine Re- 
velation; The Righteous are all Priſoners of Hope J. 
There is an Hour (an awful Secret That, and know 
anly to all-foreſceing Wiſdom) an appointed Hour there 
is, when an Act of Grace will paſs the Great Seal above, 
and give them an univerſal Diſcharge ; a general Deli- 
very from the Abodes of Corruption.—Then, ſhall the 
Loxp Jzsvs deſcend from Heaven, with the Shout of 
the Archangel, and the Trump of Gop. Deftru#tim 
itſelf ſhall hear his Call, and the obedient Grave give up 
her dead. In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 


as Por. i. 14 TED | 1 % 85 55. $ Zech. 
ix. 12. | | 
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eee py the, Soul and Bore rlgſs 
affectionate Companions, . reunite! Rut, with how much 
greater Demonſtrations, vl, Kindneſß, are they both re- 
55 by their, compaſſionate Recdeemer The Antient 
Days, who. comes in, the | Clouds of e is their 
Friend; their Father, their Bri He comes 
ith irreſiſtible Power and infinite ox bur they have 
nothing to fear trom; his majeſtic Appearance, Thoſe 
tremendous Solemuities; which ſpread Deſolation and Aſto- 
nſhment;\ through the Univerſe; ſerve only to inflame 
their Love; and heighten their, Ws The Judge, the 
awful, J widge;.. amidſt all his Magnificence and Splendor, 
youchſafes to confeſs. their Names; ; vouichſafes to com- 
memorate. their Fidelity, before all the Inhabitants of 
the Skies; and the whole aſſembled World. f 


Haul che Thunders ate buſhed:// Sce! the Light- 
tings ceaſe” their Rage. The: Angelic Armies ſtand-in 
lent Suſpence. The whole Race of Adam, is wrapped 
In pleaſing; or anxious Expectation. And how, that 
adorable Perſon; -whoſe [ Favour is better than Life ; 
vc eee rnb 

Countenance upon the Righteous. He 
a re raviſhing Words proceed from his 
gracious Lips Þ What Ecſtaſies of Delight, they enkindle 
i che Nreaſts of the Faithful |--* I accept. vou, O my 
« People] Ye are they, that believed in my Name. Ye 
* are they, that nounced Yor ſelves, and are complete 
4 Me. 1155 no Spot or Blemiſh in you; for ye are 
a walhed in my Blond, and clothed with my Righte- 
* oulnefs, Renewed by. 9 ye have doc bed 
F 0 
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| Ko = Wok your Lins Come, ye Children of Light 
I © ye Blefled" of my Father; tective the Kg » 
cal never be 5 Wea LT fed 
not away; and enjoy Pur 65 fot edermore - 
Tx, it will be one of t weben Privileges of th 
Righteous, that they hall languiſh no more; that Sick 
nes will never again ſhew her pale Countenanoc, in 
their Dwellings *. DearÞ it itſelf will be * ſwallowed up 
in Victory. That fütaf Javelin; Which has drink 
the Blood of Monarchs, and finds its Way to the Hearts 
of all the Sons of Adam: mall Be utterly broken. That 
enormous Scythe; which has ſtruck Empires from their 
Roots, and fwept Ages and Generations into Oblivion; 
mall lie by i in perpetual Uſeckſmefs. Nin ab, which 
filled chy Quiver, thou infatiare Archer !Sth, which 
ſtrung thy Arm with refiftſefs Vigour—whicipointed 
all thy Shafts with' inevitable Deſtruction— Sin, will then 
be done away. Whatever : fru, or deprizvid, will be 
thrown off with our Grave=cloaths:: All ta come is per- 
fect Holineſs; and conſummate Happineſa ; the Tem 
of whoſe Continvance is Etertitye:: 2419 7 
| O EAN r Eternity! How ure dur Bbldl, our 
. ſtrongeſt Thoughts, loſt and ovVerwWhelmed im thee ! W 
| can ſet Landmarks, to limit 'thy-Dumenfionsz or: find 
Plumbets, to fathom thy Depths? Arithmitiaiays hav 
Figures, to compute all the Prugreſſibus of Tine. . 
e N Ne to .calculato the;-Diſtancs 


| | 459. 3 {las tabs ay: 

N aiah, e of the: new Jerufalom, mentiads as one dl 

Its tent The Iehabitants theres, Halt no more 756 77 am ict 

+a Andther Clauſe, in Its 3 UT Os „ runs 2 2 222 i 

e e ac Hes 3 and „lere Null be is vv Db, nth 

Borrow, nor Lipisg; neither hall * any mon Pin. IA. 

8 Rev. xxi. 4. F 
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of the Pluners x The Na bb FE: | 

Lines can is Lens and 

et is e in eaven; ou go? 
« Jeeper than Hell ; what canſt thou 15 The New 


« * big thereof, is Jager, Fan. the Earth 

i | 

YSTERIOUS, mighty E nee A a not fo 
Moot by the largeſt 2 An Extent, not 
ro} — by alt poſſible_Diminutions ! Nees 0 | 

55 ou the 1 — 815 Wiſte of 
— 'of: Eterni e.“ For, when Mil 
of Centuries are cla . it 1 is but juft ee 
and; whett Millions more have run theit ample Riund, 
it wal be no nearer ending. Yea, when Ages, nume- 
wur as the 'Blo6mn' of Spring; increaſed'by the Herbage 
of Summer; both àugmemed by che Leaves of Au- 
tumn; and all frultipied by the Props of Rain, whith 
drown. che Winter hen theſe, and ten thouſand; times 
ten thouſand: moro more than can be repreſentrd by 
m Similitude; or imagined by any Conception hen 
al theſe ate rexolyet and finiſhed; Eternity, vaſt, baund- 
nen, will any be beging 
Wr a pleaſing, yet awful Thought" is'this | Full 

eib, and full of Dread. O! may it alatm our 
Fear g quicken our Hapes; and animate all our Endeo+ 
wurf Since we are ſoon to launch into this endleſs and 
wcongeivable State g let us give all Diligence, to ſecure 
our Entrance into Bliſfs,—Now, let us give all Diligence; 
ending: bs no Alteration, in the Scenes of Futu- 

The Wheel never uns: All. is ſtedtaſt and im- 
— To beyond! che Grave... Whether Ware then 
leated- on the Than, or ſtretchec on che- Nack; 4 Seal | 
will oy * to nn by the Hand of everlaſt- 


I" rd 91G” \ 
ran t 8 Job xi. 8, 9. 
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68 MEDITATIONS, 
ing Mercy, or inflexible. Iuſtice.— The Saints, re- 
1 5 D e Smil&s'6f Heaven it Hatps aft per. 
; their Trumplis adtrüt of 'no_Interrup. 
7 be Kun of the Wicked is irreniediable. The 
fatal Mit once paſſed, is never to be fepealed. Ny 
Hope of exchanging their doleful Habitations. But al 
zu bear the ſame diſmal Aſpect, for ever and cher 


" Th HE Widked-—My Mind recoils , at the A 
fon! of their Miſery... It has ſtudiouſly wayed. the fear. 
ful Subject: ; and ſeems unwilling to purſue it, eyen now, 
Burt tis better to reflect upon it, for a few. Minutes; 
than to endure it, to eternal Ages, Perhaps, the, Con, 
fideration of their aggravated Miſery, may be profitably 
terrible: may teach me more highly to prize the;Savi- 
our, who. « delivers from going down. into the bottom- 
« leſs Pit: may drive me, like n 
to this onſy City of Refuge, or obnoxious inners. 

Tus Wicked ſeem: to lie here; like Malencters in 
lep and: ſtrong Dungeon; reſerved againſt the Daycl 
Frial.—* Their Departure was without Peace. Clouds 
of Horror, ſat louring upon their cloſing Eye-lids;” moſt 
ſadly forebqding the Blackneſs. of Darkneſs for ever. 
When the laſt Sickneſs ſeized" their Frame, and” the in- 
evitable Change advanced when they ſaw the fatal Ar- 
row; fitting to the Strings; ſaw the deadly” Archer, 
aiming at- their Heart; and ſelt the envenom'd Shaft, 
faſtened! in their Vital- God Gop! what Fearfulneß 
came upon them]! What 'hofrible Dread overwhelmed 
them How did they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt, upon 
the ttemendaus Precipioe | Eaceſſtyely afraid to plunge 
inte! the Abyſs of Eternity, / yot utrerly DN 
e ding once Verge of Life 32 10 obs 
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* AKA THEY 
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aud THE rende =_ 


ic 'O 7. A We.) Revi "hat © bi f 
cönlpire 0 Ag pe Nr yl IR — 5 94 
ward, and bel 2 175 melanctioly Scene f Sins un- 
repented of ; Mercy flighted'; and_the Day of Grace 
ending — They look forward,” and Wan : 
ſelf, but the Judge; the "dreadful: Tribunal; 
and a moſt ſolemn Reckoning, —They rolſ aruumũ their 
affrighted Eyes, on Friends. If Accomplices 
in Debauchery; it ſharpens: their Anguiſh,” to conſider 
this farther Aggravation'of their Guile ;- That they have 
not ſinned alone, but drawn others into the Snare. If 
religious'Acquaintance ; it ſtrikes a freſh Gaſh into their 
Hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, but 
only at an ne OY 9 by the 
unpaſſable Gulf. fX W 
Ax laſt, dein u begin to gray. \ Finding no 
other poſſible \ Way of Relief," they are conftrained to 
apply unto the Almighty, With trembling Lips, and a 
faltering TWngne," they cry unto that Sovereign Being 
# who kills and makes alive,” —But why have they de- 
fares, ſo long deferred their Addreſſes to Gop.? Why 
have they deſpiſed all his Counſels ; and ſtood incorrigi-. 


ble, n How often have they, 


bern forewarned of theſe Terrors ; and moſt importu- 
nately, intreated, to eek th LORD, while. be might 3 
uu waſhy. they may gbtaur Mercy at the kx. 
iu ther laſt Hour, I wiſh,, they may be ſnatched from 

the Jaws ; the opened, the gaping,” ip almoſt cloſing 
Jaws of Namnation, But, alas ! "Who can tell, whether 
affronted Majeſty, will lend an Ear to their Complaint ? 
Whether the Holy One will work a Miracle of 1 
in Behalf of weh 81 ranſgreſſors? He may, for aught 
any Mortal knows, „laugh at _ 1 and 
# "_ when their Fear cometh,” | 


F 3 Tus 


79 Nn E 4 E 9 TO 4 


Furs they lie . le . 
13k; their Limbs e e cir Hea | 
gling with conyulfive Throes; F ains inſupp * Fo vb: 

bing. een Pulſe; and innumerable Darts of Agony 
transfixing their Conſcience,  * \ loo! T grill? 

* n that: dread Mament, both the frantic Soul 1c ed 

121 Faves mund ube Walls of bir: Gloy lane 

20 Res: fe tech Auen; au forieks fin hb, 
Butobrists in vain . How daiſdfully 1 i, 

3:1. Onioll:She's leaving, now us lnger N. 

A lille longer, yet! a litiie longer: 8 

1 Oi right She\ftay, to waſh — 3: ag 

T0 And fit her for ber Paſſage Atournful Sight 155 $94 

+l: vHler-uery: Eyes weep: Bload; and every Gran 

She beaves, is big with Horror: Bit tbe Ra, 
on ditt l Pawnch Murad rer, fendy 10 bis Purpqen 

G2 i Parfues ber: cloſe. thro! -tvi'ry Lane of Life," og 15199 

bu Ver miſſes ones the Track ; bus preſſs u: : + 

ants Till, fors'd at laſt to ihe an, V. ge gti 

„ A once Joe ſinks *.— | TT 211» Pl EN 
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153 


17 bis be the Bil of the Unigodly; My Soul, dome 


inet Thôu into their Secret! Unto their Aſbenbiy, 
„ire Hohout, be not Thou united!“ Ao 40fulh 
Weg "is that Prediction of inſpired Wiglom! 
95 though ſeemingly feet in the Commiſmon; yet at 


tht Taft, it biteth lite a Serpent, and fingeth lite m Adder. 
Fly therefore from the Tents, Of ty from the m—_ 


of bet wretched e * 71 11 


0 Harry Piſſoh no! were "this 4 period of their 
Woes., = alas! all theſe Tribulation, are only the 
« Beginning of Sorrows ;"* a. ſmall Drop only from that 
4. Cup. of Trembling,” which is mingled for tes, future 


* See a valuable poem, intiled, The Grave. 
191 | dA Portion, 
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En _ *. 
ufried into the en 
Ag ' under the © = 


CS, to the Inſults of . 
= oy who 17 50 e no Braid 


will for ever torment th Fan ima- 
Ton 5 ES: | Die, IE the 4 ſtan , 


2 Cera "their incenled Creator? 
Ee ceived the . Tbe God 3 at made 
ther, e Mercy e 1 oof 7 8 29 
Peace, OF $ them With bhorrence, He .c | 
them "over to Chains or Porte belt, 3 F Sig of 
75 "Ya: aint the ſeverer Doom, and dre FR obe 1. 
fam) of e 1 e I oe the 3 of Wi 
ay 'empried upon th Ga reatures.. 15 
have violated, ai they have light- 
| 1 Sp defied, an the Go Fa 
buſed ; elves Hopo bur 


emplary Deſtruction. 11 Gop, Met "Ge Op. 900 
1 8 cane elongeth, Will dra the Arrow wn ö VeLy 
, ant kt 9 8 as fe ano of 151 1 PE 
pate e 
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1 WW Inmontatiey infels, their everlaſiing urs Would 455 
1 

f 

0 


not Bethe Grave, -F that Land. where, all Things; are 
« forgotzen.;”! and withgo lic ecercally hid, iniitg deepeſt 
Gloom:?, But, 75 Duſt'refuſes, ta corceal their, Pexſons ; 
or.to, 79 Yai WR their, Ppactices They. alld mat 
wake; kalt 1 ik; mult appear at the. Bat x, and det 
the Judge. A, Judge, before.. whom the Pillars of 
„ Heaven tremble, and the Earth meits zwang A 
Judge, , onge, long-ſuffcring, and very, compeflionate ; 

5 now ' unalterably deyermined, to teach.ſtubhorn Of 


* Ifai., xxvii. 11. 
"= | F 4 fenders . 


72 unbe F Aro AHS 
. * 180 47 0 42 {xt 01 e de 90 
{ehidlerg=What it is, to Srovelg the Omnipottht God. 


Read? What its, 08 odio che Blood of his Sa 
and 2 2 o al the Fee OV. © f hi 


Spiri 
505 ! — e ! the Diſtration * Nat onde ſeize 
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the Saints will erg turn 17 nde 6 6 themiſe! wi 
for Shelter ar for Succour — YT tis All in 7 vain ; "ti 
all 00 late Friends eee en e | 
more. | Men and Angels abandon,” them, us e uy 
*proaching D Doom. VB Fn the Mediator, e ME Pfd. 
i le @ R himſelf." d deſtrts them in this dreatifl out... 
10 0 „ will be Impraczicable': 70 juſtify themſelves, ſti 
more 45 ble; and now, to make ac d e 
"Utterly hath Fenn 
Brei the Books ar 1855 ged. "The Sec 

all Hearts are he d. The hi hidden Things of 

"neſs are bröught to Light: Ho empty, how bete 
tual note, are all thoſe refined Artifices ; with whit ch Hypo. 
crites IWpoſed upon thkit Fellow-creature euere f f 
ſerved in Character im the Siglit of Men —The Jexlois 
*Gob,"who kis been about their Path," and "about thei 
Bed;'-and/'ſpied out all theit Ways, ſets befofe chem the 
Things that they have done. They cannot anſFer hit 
"one in a4 Thoufand, nor ſtand in the awful Judgment. 
* The Heavens reveal their Iniquities, and the Earth riſes in 
againſt ben. They are 35 — ble with Guilt, and g- 
Anatizt with Infamy, Els all che Armits of the Sky 
- ahd'all the Nations of the Redeemed. What a Favou 
 wouktÞehey"cfivern it; 79 hide their aſhatned Heads, i 


* Job xx. 27. 
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dell upon.” 'Bur, if 6 


* ” 


alloge THz TOMBS. 


{he Bottom of the Ocean or eyen to be buried, b. 15 ba 


the Ruins of the tottering World | 


Is the Contempt, poured upon them, be thus j 


portable z how will their Hearts endure, when the Smord 
of infinite Indignation i: is unſheathed; and fiercely wayed, 
around their drfetiecleſs Heats ; or pointed directiy, at 


their naked Breaſts? How muſt the Wretches ſcream 


with wild Amazemetit, and rend the very Havens with 
their Cries, when the v fbr. iim Thunderbolts go abroad; 
Go abroad, Wich a dreadful Commiſſion, to them 
dom the! &f Glory! and phinge theme 
into the of M Moment, or the Fortures of an 


ere at ret Ages of nquenchz 
Fite, and everlaſting Delpai 97 85 wich 


'Mpzay. of Miſeries! 9⁰ Wuelng K+ Reflecion't 
to foreſee "and Thar at 
a Diſtance; r gether with ſome comfortable PxpeRation 
of 2 1.0 how bittet, inconcctvably bitter, fo 
 withour any Interminen; or any. Ag 
h hopeleſs io eternal Ages | 5 

Ws has any Bowel of Pity ?—Who bas any mT 
ments of Compaſſion ? Who' has any tender r ent 
for his Fellow creatures? Who? — In God's Name, 


and for Cunisris Sake, let Him ſhew'it; by warning 
every Man, and beſeeching every Man, to > ſeek the Loxo 
while He may be fon; 


To ds down'the Arms of 
Rebellion, before the AR of Indemnity expires : Sub- 
miſſively to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 


We Sceptre.—. Here, let us act the friendly Part to 


© Repiins of Sorrow, doleful Shades, where Peace 
And Reſt can never dwell; Hope never comes, 
That comes to All: but Torture without End 
Still 'urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed | 
With ever-burning Sulphur unconſum” d. Mir. 


5 
* . . 
* re 0 * , 


* 
* BD W T1 278 
"Mankind. ere, let the whole Force of our Bene. 
Tence exert itſelf: in exhorting Relations, Acquaintance 
25 bours, f whomſoever we may probabl influence 


0 © the Wings of F. atth unfeigned ; of R entance u. 
layed) and tee” away from this Wrath to code. 


114 


Uron the Whale; what fhupendous Diſcouenes : are 
theſe ! Lay them. up in a faithful Remembrance, O ny 
Soul... Recgllcct them, with the moſt 1 
when: thou lieſt down, and when, thou riſeſt up. 
thou walkeſt, receive, them jor 1 => 
thou talkeſt, liſten to. tham as thy Prowpters ; and 
hate ver thou daeſt, conſult. them as thy NireFors,—- 
Influenced... by, theſe, . Conſideratians, thy + Views, wil 
greaten ; thy Affections hs, and thou thyſel 
aiſed-above the tantalizing Power of periſhing Thing: 
. 
pe ol. ours, 5% l e, App 
on. of chat Sovercign Being ; who will. chen, fil tie 
Thee, and pronounce the. deciſiye e 15 
"wilt ſe nothing worth a Wiſh, *, in Co mpatiſon off 
his Will for thy Rule; his Glory Foie Aim; and th 


Holy Spirit for thy ever actuating Principle. 


Works, O Man; be loſt in Admiration; 46 ri 
10 Events, which are coming upon the Univerk. 
Events, che Greatneſs of which, nothing finite ban mei- 
ſure. Such, as will, cauſe; whatever is conſiderable or 
momentous. in the Annals of all Generations, to ſunk 
into Littleneſs and Nothing: Events (I svs prepare 
us, for their Approach; defend us, when they take 
Place!) bis with the everlaſting F ates, of all the Liv- 


* Gm Day of Dread, Decifon, and Deſpair! 4 
At Thought of Thee, each ſublunary Wiſh: - 

Lets go its Ve Wen and quits the World. 

| Night Thong: 


ig, 


+» 
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AMONG THE, TOMBS. 75 


b and all the Dead -A m ſee the Graves cleaxing; 
a 9 525 tee ming; "and Twas = unlulpeRted, . 
5 numbered, yea, N ultitudes 9 "throngin gg ' Nations, f. 1 
om both.— 1 muſt Tee” the World i in 7 mu 
tand at the Difſolution of all terreſtrial Was | 
be an Attendant on the Burial of Nature. ws ee 
the vaſt Expanſe of the Sky, ' wrapt. wp, like. a Scroll; 
and the incarnate Gop, iſſuing forth, from Light 
acceſſible, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand As ls : 
to judge both Men and Devils.—T muſt ſee the Curtain 
of Time dog]; ſce all Eternity difcloſed to View?} And 
enter upon a Sole of Bene that an wee en 
have an End. 8 Fr 


Axp ought I not (let the igel Imagination - A 


mine; I pot) to try the Sineerity” of my Faith, 
and Ny be to my \ Vays ? Is an 400 4.18 


there a Care; ; of greater, of equal, of Sora io 
une not this an infinitely pteff to 
that my Loins 1 © girded about; my 15 trimmed; 
and myſelf dreffed for the Bridegroom $ Appearance 
That, waſhed in the Fountain opened in my Saviour's 
Side; and clad wich the Marriage Garment wove by his 
Obedience; I may be found in Peace, unblameabte; 
and unreproveable.—Otherwiſe, how Thall T ſtand with 
Boldneſs; when the Stars of Heaven fall from their 

Orbs ? How ſhall I come forth ere and couragebius . 
when che Earth itſelf reels to and fro like a Drunkard . 
How ſhall I doe up with Joy, and fee my Salvation 


drawing nigh ; when the Hearts of Millions and Mil- 
bons fail for Fear? PA to 


Now, Madam, leſt my 1 ſet i in a Cloud; 3 
ad leave any unpleaſing Gloom upon your Mind; let 


=>-2 2. 66 EESESSSSRE REEESE 8-7 


#* Iſai. xxiv. 20, 


3 


ME Abo ONS, wc. 
1g ance more tur to che brightening Pratyetts of the 
Righteous. | A View, of Them, and their delight 
ExpeAtations, may. ſerve. to exhilarate the Thought, 
nach have been muſing upon melancholy'S ubjeQts, and 
hovering About che Edges of infernal Barkneſs. Ju 
a ſpacious Field, arrayed in  chearful. Green,, relieve 
and reinvigorates the Eye; which has fatigued itſelf by 
ring e e e ee 


4 


22 


gt ee — 


„Tur Rightcow fem io-ks by; * che Boom of the 
Earth, as.-a N Pilok in me (wellſheltered Creek, 
till all the Storms, which infeſt this lower World, ar 
blown over. Here th they enjoy ſafe Anchorage; are n 


np Danger. 6 of fo owndering, amidſt the Waves of preyail 
ing Tniquity ; or df being ſhipwrecked, on the Rocks d 

W ptation, But, ere· long, we ſhall be- 
belli went hoiſting their Flag of Hope ; riding before: 
Tweet Gale of MET Merit, and redeeming Love; til 


they make, with all Ek Sails of an 1 Faith, the 
bleſſed Port of exerpal Life, 0 


Tus, may the honoured: Bind. 0, NY an 
writing ; zich in good Works; rich in Heavenly Tem 
Per: but inexprefſibly richer in her Saviour's Right: 
ouſneſs—O 1 may ſhe enter the Harbour, like a gallat 
Pately Veſſel; returned. fucceſsful and victorious fron 
ſame” grand Expedition; with Acclamations, Honour 

Joy! While my little Bark, attendant on the S0- 
mnity, and a Partaker of the Triumph, glides hum: 
bly after.; and both reſt together in the; Hayen—tt 
wiſh'd for, bliſsful Hayen, of Lk Security, and gef. 
eee ri f1 Det cat w Þ 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 
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I hook wpon the Pleaſure, which we take in a Garden, as 
one of the moſt innocent Delights in human Life. A 


uw 
2, 


be- Garden was the Habitation of our firſt Parents before 
re a the Fall. It is naturally apt to fill the Mind with Calm- 
tl neſs and Tranquillity, and to lay all its turbulent Paſſions | 
the at Reft. It gives us a great Infight into the Contrivance 

"i ond Wiſdom of Providence, and ſuggeſts innumerable 

an Subjects for Meditation. 

_ 4 SyzcT. Vol. VII. N' 477. 
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MET ine”, ago, my Moachtations Wok a Tarn 

among the Tant. They viſited, the-awfal.and me- 

lancholy/Maoſiems of the Dead v and you! 

o fvour them with your Attention —May:4, n beg 

the Honour of your Company, in a more inviting and 

delight "Extvrfien ? Ina beaueifel Ter- Gurten; 
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10 REFLECTIONS ON A 
Ir was. carly in 4 Summer Morting... When th Ar 
was cools He Fart moiſt; the whole Face of the Cra: 
tion freſh and g gay: The noiſy World was ſcarce oral 
Bufineſs had ite, ſhook, of ſound Sleep; and 
Hut hid b alk echte H g Head? AlL Was K. 
rene: All was ſtill: 1 tended to inſpixe Tran 
quility of Mind; and an ty ot ſerious Thought: 
Onry the wakeful Lark had left her I * 
to ſalute the openii 

in Ale Re hee bo fen bes Hr then 
his Toil, and all her F ellow-Songſters to 4 — 
Earlieſt of Birds, ſaid I, Companion of t the Dawn, may 
I always riſe at thy Voice Riſe, to offer the Matin-Song; 
and adore beneficent Being, maketk the! 

ec Ot gr * the Morning and I 0 to fejolde. 
How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet Hau ol 


Prime! To etjoy the Calm of Nature; tottead the Jew 
Lawns; and taſte the unrifled Freſhneſs of the Air! 


$wweet is the Breath of Morn, ber Rifeng feet; - 
With Charm of earlieft Birds: . 


Wair 4 Pleaſure do dhe Sons. of Stub Loſe f Lag 
ak} lite is the Sluggard fenſible, how delicious an Fn! 
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| ly exhort to this moſt beneficial Practice, 128 invite O th 
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Come, my Beloved, he of 75 LY 231 in th Rich 
Villager. 1204s ot uf rely . — { lard foo 2b Vin N 
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THE Graneb of the Dawn decays gradually; Abun- 
dance of ruddy Streaks tinge the Fleeces of the Firma- 
ment. Till, at length, the dappled Aſpect of the EM 
is loſt, in one ardent. and bhoundleſs Bluſb.— Is it the 
Surmiſe of Imagination, or do the Skies. really redden 
with Shame; to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched, on their 
drowſy Pillows ?—Shall Man be loſt, in luxurious Eaſe? 
Shall Man waſte theſe precious Hours, in idle Slum- 
bers? While the vigorous Sun is up, and going on his 
Maker's Errand ? While all the feathered Choir are 
hymning the Creator, and paying their Homage in Har- 
mony ?—No. Let Him heighten the Melody of the 

runeful Tribes, by adding the rational Strains of Devo- 
15 Let Him improve the fragrant Oblations of Na- 


by mingling, wich the riſing Odours, the more 


refined Breath of Praiſe. 


'Tis fatural for Man to look upward ; to Ade his 
firſt Glance upon the Objects that are above Him. 


Strait towards Heav'n my tend ring E yes I turn'd, 
Aud gaz'd a while the ample Sky. 


| PxoDiGious Theatre! Where Lightnings dart their 
Fire, and Thunders utter their Voice. Where Tem- 
peſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds unnumbered roll at 
large !—O the Greatneſs of that mighty Hand; which 
eteth out this amazing Circumference, with a Span! 
O the Immenſity of that wonderful Being; before whom 
this unmeaſurable Extent, is no more than, a Point |— 
And O (thou pleaſing Thought !) the unſearchable 
Riches of that Mercy, which is greater than the Heavens * ! 
ls more enlarged and extenſive, in its gracious Exerciſe ; 
than theſe illimitable Tracts of Air, and Sea, and Fir- 
mament! Which gardogs Crimes of the moſt enormous 
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9; REFLECTIONS ON A 
Size, and the moſt horrid Aggravations ; pardons then, 
Conſideration of the Redeemer's' Aroneinet," wit : 
rfe& Freeneſs, and the utmoſt Readineſs.) Mor 
readily, if it were poſſible, than this all-ſurrounding Ex. : 
panſe admits, within its Circuit,” a 3 of Mountain, 
or even a Grain of Sand. 


Cont hither, then, ye awakened, trembling 1 
Come *, weary and heavy-laden with a Senſe of your 
Tniquities. | Condemn yourſelves. Renounce all Re. 
liance on any Thing of your own. Let your Traf bein 
the tender Mercy of Bob, for Ever and Tuer. 

IN them hath. be ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun + 3; 
| hold him coming forth, from the Chambers of the Eaſt. 
See! the Clouds, like floating Curtains, are thi 
back at his Approach. With what refulgent Majeſty dd 
he walk abroad; How tranſcendently bright is his Cout- 


* The Lines which Gen are admirably deſcriptive of the Spin 
and Practice, hinted above, In them Deſire pant; Prayer wrefle; 
and Faith, as it were, graſds the Prize.—T take Leave to tranſplant 
them into this Place; and I could wiſh them a better, à more con- 
ſpicuous Situation, than either their ne or their native Soil. Ther 
native Soil, is no other than The Lamentation of # Sinner, written by 
Mr. Sternbald. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing Genius of che Per. 
formance, I think, We may challenge the greateſt Maſters, to Produce 
any Thing more ſpirited and AI more full of Nature; d 
more fluſhed with Life. 


Mercy, G LORD, e 
This is the total Sum; 
For Mercy, LORD, #s all my Suit; 
LORD, let thy Mercy come. 
The ſhort Sentences—Not a ſingle Copulative—The IOW Repe- 
tition of the Divine Name—The almoſt inceſſant Reiteration of tht 
'Bleſling, ſo paſſionately deſired, and inexpreſſibly needed. This is the 
genuine Language of Ardor: theſe are Beauties obvious to every Eye; 
and cannot fail, either to pleaſe eas Taſte, or to edify th 
graciexs Heart. ; 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 53 
tenance; ſhedding Day, and aud Heshaut Wie Light, through 
the Univerſe !—ls there a Scene though finiſhed. by the 
molt elaborate and coſtly Refinements of Art, “com- 
e to theſe iſluſtrious Solemnities of opening Sun- 
« tne? Before theſe, all the ſtudied Pageantry of the 

« Theatre z os glittering Oeconomy of an Aſſembly; 
« or even the heightened Ornaments of a Royal Palace; 

« hide their diminiſhed Heads, and ſhrink i into nothing.” 


* read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck with the Splendors 


noble Luminary; that he imagined himſelf made 
to late its Glories. Ol that Chriſ- 
tins would adopt his Perſuaſion, and transfer it to the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be 
a chimerical . Notion, and become a moſt importang 
Truth. For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme Happineſs offs + 
the eternal State ; and therefore may well be the ruling 
Concern of this preſent Life; zo know the only true GOD, , 
and FESUS' CHRIST, whom be bath ſent. Nor do 
ſand alone in this Opinion. The very beſt Judge of 
whatever ig valuable in Science, or perfective of our 
Nature ; 4 fudge, who formed his Taſte on the Maxims 
* and received the Finiſhings benno nt 
in the third Heavens; this Judge, dete 
hm nothing but FE SUS CHRIST, and i Rc 
He poſſeſſed, in His own Perſon, the fineſt, a 
admired Accompliſhments; yet pronounces them no better 
than Dung, in Comperibn & the * ſupercminent Excel- 
lency of this ſaving K 
MzTarnxs, I diſcern a thouſand admirable Proper- 
ties in the Sun. Tis, certainly, the beſt material Em- 
blem of the Creator. There is more of Gop in its 
Laftre; Energy, and Uſefulneſs, than in any other viſible 
Being. Tormeflp; i 4p 2 Dekty, was: the alt n= 


— Tar yours. Phil. iii. 7. 
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All their fine Scenes, hid from our View; loſt n N 
night Gloom. In vain, we ſtrive to behold the Featurs (iſ ©. 


u nxrtneTION® ON. A * 


excuſable of all {heathen Niete, 8 ſcarce cu 
wonder, that fallen Reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo fair , Wl | 
"Copy, for the adorable Original. No Compariſon, n Wl 6 
the whole Baok of fired W Wiſdom, pleaſes me more; 

than that which reſembles the bleſſed Jzsvs, to vonder N ti 
Regent of the Day ®. Who now advances on his azure 0 
Road, to ſcatter Light and hipeaſe Gladnefs througi F. 
the Nations. C 
| Wuxr vere all the Rexins of the Work, by, a 
Dungeon of Darkyg/s, without the Beams of the 1 


ſcurity.—In vain, we roll around our Eyes in the mid 


2 amiable Nature. Turn whither we will, no Form o Will « / 


4 % Comelineſs appears. All ſeems a dreary Waſte ; an u. t 


iſtinguiſhed Chaos. Till. the returning Hours, have Wil « 7 
unbarred the Gates of Light, and let forth the Morn,— 
Then, what a Proſpect opens! The Heavens are paved 
with Azure, and ſtrewed with Roſes, A Variety of the 745 
livelieſt Verdures array the Plains. The Flowers put o irn 
a Glow of the richeſt Colours. The whole Cron ſtanch i bot 
forth dreſſed in all the Charms of Wa The nn 
Eye Igoks round, and wondess. 
\ AND what had been the Contlition of our intellectul 
N ature, without the great Redeemerf and his Divine Re. Seaf 
velatiam? Alas! 4 abſurd and unworthy Apprehen- N ador 
| Hons, did the Pagan Sages form of Gop! What ide of ! 
Dreams, what childiſh Conjectures, were theit Doctrine Wwhic 
of a future State How did the Bulk, even of that fi. Win þ 
voured Nation, the Jews, weary themſelves in even out 
Vanity, to obtain Peace and Reconciliation with ther WMtrical 
| offended Jznovan! Till Jzsvs aroſe upon our benighte! WM da: 


Ut yon, that fear my Naws, Hall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ar 
e Minds 


3 Healing ia bis Wings. Mal. iv. * 


* 
9 
a4 


FLOWER- GARDEN. Ly 


Minds, and brought Life and Immortality to bght ; till 
HE aroſe, 4% enlighten the wretched Gentiles, and to be the” 


Glory of bis People Iſrael. 


we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſs Impa- 
tience; Where i is GOD my Maker ? For we are allowed 
to contemplate the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the ex- 

preſs Image of lis Perſon, in the Face of ESU 
CHRIST.—Now, e. no longer 1 inquire, with an un- 
ſatisfied Soliciryde, Which is the Way to Bliſs ?” Be- 
cauſe Jzsvs has marked the Parh, by his ſhining Exam- 
ple; and left us an unerring Cle, in his holy Word. 
Now, we have no more Reaſon to proceed with miſ- 
giving Hearts, in our Journey to Eternity; or to aſk. 
anxiouſſy as we go; © Who will roll away the Stone, 
«and open the relating Doors? Who will remove 
« the flaming Sword, and give us Admiſſion. into the 
« Delights 0 Paradiſe ?” For it is done, All done, by 
the Captain of our Salvation, Sin he has expiated, by 
the unblemiſhed Sacrifice of Himſelf, The Law he has. 


fulfilled, by his perfect Obedience. The Sinner he ans 
farms, by hig ſanctifying Sy1iRIT,—In a Word; He hath 


both preſented us with a clear Diſcovery, of good Things 
to — 04 and adminiſtered to us an abundant Entrance, 
into the final Enjoyment of them. a 


WHENEVER, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the circling 
Seaſons, and revolving Day; let us adore, thankfully 
adore Him, for the more precious Appearance of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, and his glorious Goſpel. Without 
which, we ſhould have been groping, even to this Hour, 
in ſpiritual Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death. With- 
out which, we muſt have wandered in a Maze of inex- 
ricable Uncertainties ; and have © ſtumbled upon the. 
dark Mountains” of Error, till we fell into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit of Perdition. 

| G 3 | WITH» 


: were this Earth, but a lifeleſs Maſs? A rude Lump of 


%. REFLEGTIONS. on 4 
"WITHOUT that grand enlivening Principle, What 


inaltive Matter? The Trees could never break forth in- 
to Leaves, nor the Plants ſpring up into Flowers, 
ſhould no more behold the Meadows, mantled 


* 


with Green; nor the Valleys, ſtanding thick with Corn, 
Or, to ſpeak in the beautifhl Language of a Prophet; 
No longer would the Fig-tree bloſſom, nor Fruit by in 
the Vine: The Labour of the Olive , would fail, and the 
Fields could yield no Meat: Ibe Flocks wuft be cut off fron 
the Fold, and there would be no Herd in 4 Stalls —The 
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Sun darts its Beams among all the vegetable "Tribes; 
and paints the Spring, and enriches the Autumn, This 
pierces to the Roots of the Lig inn and the,Otchard; 
and ſets afloat thoſe fe Juices, which Ir length 
burſt into Floods of Wine, e dend the Boughs with z 
mellow Load.-—Nor- are its Favours confined 2 the 
Upper Regions ; but diſtributed into the deepet Receſſes of 
Creation, It penetrates the Beds of Metal, 15 
its Way to the Place of the Sapphires. It rindtures the 
Seeds of Gold, that are ripening into Ore; and throw 
2 Brilliancy into the Water of the Diamond, that is 
hardening on its Rock.—In ſhort; the beneficial Agency 
of this 1 Luminary, is inexpreſlible. I bras beau- 
tifies, and impregnates, univerſi Nature. There is is no- 
thing hid from the Heat thereof,” 7 

Jvsr in the fame Manner, were the rational World 
dead i in Treſpaſſes and Sins, without the reyiving Energy 
of Jzsvs Carisr. He is © the Reſurrection and is 


ct Life:“ The | over-flowing Fountain of the one, and 
the all- powerful Cauſe of the other. The ſecond Adan 
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is 8 W e Spirit, and all his Saints N . Him, * 
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He ſhines upon their Affection ; and they ſhoot forth 


into Heavenly Graces, and abound in the Fruits of 


Rightcouſneſs. .. Faith. unfeigned, and Love undiſſem- 
bled, thoſe. nobleſt Productions: of the renewed Nature, 
afe che Effect of his Operation on the Mind. Not ſo 
much as one divine Diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not 
one Chriſtian Habit unfold and flouriſh, without the 
kindly Influences of his. Grace. 


| As thet#-ia--no- FrultfulneGs n 
neſs *, without the Sun. When that auſpicious So- 


vereign of the Day, diffuſes the Mildneſs of his Morn- . 


ing Splendor, He creates an univerſal Feſtival.. Mil- 
lions of glittering Inſects awake into Exiſtence, and baſk 
in his Rays. The Birds ſtart from their Slumbers, and 
pour their delighted Souls, in Harmony. The Flocks, 


with bleating Accents, hail the welcome Blefling. The 


Valleys ring with rural Muſic ; the Hills echo back 
the artleſs Strains. All that is vocal, Joins in the gene- 


ral Choir: all that has Breath, exults in the chearing 
Influence, ——Whereas ; was that radiant Orb extinguiſh- 


ed, a tremendous Gloom would' enſue, and Horror in- 
ſupportable. Nay ; let it only be eclipſed for a few 
Minutes ; and all Nature aſſumes an Air of Sadrejs. 
The Heavens are wrapt in Sables, and put on a Kind 
of Mourning. The moſt ſprightly Animals hang down 
their dejected Heads. The Songſters of the Grove are 
ſtruck dumb. Howling Beaſts roam abroad for Prey: 
Ominous Birds come forth and ſcreech : The Heart of 
Man fails, or a ſudden Pang ſeizes the foreboding Mind. 
So, When CHRIST hides away his Face; when wh 


e Sous which b as the uf Soul of the 3 
* produces all the Neceſfaries of Life, has a particular Influence 
In chearin; the Mind of Man, and making the Heart glad.” Speck. 
Vol. V. No 387. 
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every Diſtance, and in every Direction. Profuſely 
ral of his Gifts, He Ilkiminates and chears all the Ends 
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loſes Sight of that Conſolation of Iſrael ; how gloomy are 


the Proſpects of the Soul! Our Gop ſeems to be x 


conſuming Fire, and our Sins cry loudly for Vengeance, 

The Thoughts bleed inwardly; the Chriſtian walk 
heavily. All without is irkſome ; all within is ' diſcor. 
ſolate.—Lift up then, moſt 9 Irsus, thou noble 


Day-ſpring from on high! O lift up the Light of thy 
Countenance, upon thy People ! Reveal the Fulneſs of 


thy mediatorial Sufficency ; make clear our Title to this 


great Salvation; and thereby: 1 impart ' 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy,| 
The Soul"s calm Sunſhine, and the 7 Heart. felt oy *. 


"In once Inſtance ws 
The Sun, I obſerve „po 


urs his Luſtre all around; to 


i. 


of the Earth, and 'the whole Compaſs of the Skies, 
The Eaſt reddens; with his riſing Radiance; and the 
weſtern Hills, are "gilded with his fireammg Splendor, 
The chilly Regions of the North, a riſhed by lus 
genial Warmth ; while the ſouthern Tracts, glow with 
his Fire. Thus, are the Influences of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, diſfuſus and unconfined. The Generations of 
old felt them; and Generations yet unborn, will re- 
joice in them. The Merits of his precious Death ex- 
tended to the firſt, and will be propagated to the-laſt, 
Ages of Mankind. May they, ere long, viſit the n- 
moteſt Climates, and darkeſt Corners of the Earth! 
Command thy Goſpel, bleſſed  Jzsvs, thy everlaſting 
Goſpel, to take the Wings of the Morning, and travel 
with yonder Sun. Let it fly upon ftrong Pinions among 
every People, Nation, and. Language, That, where 
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ance, The Sun, that lights them up, will ſoon 
them into Air, or exhale them into Vapours. Wi 
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che Heat ſcorches, uw the Cold 8 Thou — 


be known, confeſſed, and adoreg'! That Smangers oy 8 


Name, and Enemies to thy Doctrine, may be en 
with the Knowledge, and won to the Love, of thy T ith? 
O! may that beſt of Eras come; that wiſhed for Period 
advance; when A the Ends of the World ſhall remember 


 themſeves, andthe turned unto the LORD; and all ihe 


Kindreds of the Nations 'warſhip before bim 


From the Heavens, we retire to the Earth. DH 
the Drops of Dew, like ſo many liquid Cryſtals f, Tparkle | 


upon the Eye. How brilliant, and unſullied, is their 
Luſtre! How little inferior to the proud Stone, which 
irradiates a Monarch's Crown! They want notlung but 
Solidity and Permanency ; to equal them with the fineſt 
Treaſures of the Jeweler's Caſket. Here, it muſt be 
confeſſed, they are greatly deficient ; ſhort-lived Orna- 
ments; Poel of little more, than a momentary Radi 


another Ho may look for their Place, and 
« ſhall be 2 —O ! may every good Reſolution of 
mine, and of my Flock's ; may our united Breathings 


after Go, not be like theſe tranſient Decorations of the 


1 t like the ſubſtantial Glory of the grow- 
ay! The one ſhines more and more, with aug- 
— ndors ; while the other, having glittered 


gaily for # few Moments, diſappear and are loſt. 
How ſenfibly has this Dew refreſhed the vegetable 


| OI ! The ervent Heat of Yeſterday” s Sun, had 


4 „ .* Pal. 1 aw 
+ Now Marn, her roſy Steps in th' Eaſtern Cine | 
' Advancing, ſow d the Earth with orient Pearl. 
| Mirr. 4 
almoſt 


— 


d 1 eee eee 
* Nature, But what a ſovereign Reſtorative, are theſe coal. 
ing Diftillations of the. Night! How they gladden, 'and 
- Invigorate, the languiſhing Herbs! Sprinkled with theſ 
reviving. Drops, their Verdure deepens; their Bloom 
is new-fluſhed ; their Fragrance, faint or intermitted, 
.becomes potent and copious. Thu does the -ever- 
bleſſed Syixir reviue the drooping troubled -Conſcienge 
of a Sinner. When that Almighty Comforter ſheds his 
- Fweet Influence on the Soul; difplays the all-ſufficient 


Sacrifice of a Divine Redeemer ; and © witneſſes with | 


cc our Spirit,” that we are intereſted in the Saviour, and, 
by this Means, are Children of GOD ; then, what 1 
pleaſing Change enſues | Former Anxieties are remem. 
bered no more. Every uncaſy Apprehenſion vaniſhes, 
Soothing Hopes, and delightful Expegtations, ſucceed, 
The Countenance drops its dejected Mien; the Eyes 
brighten with a lively Chearfulneſs; while the Lips ex- 
preſs the Heart-felt Satisfaction, in the Language of 
*Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody.-—In this Senſe, 
"merciful Gop, be as the Dew unto asg Pour upon 
« them the continual Dew of thy Ble g. And O! 
let not my Fleece be dry, while ue Benediction 
deſcends upon all around. 
MWuno can number theſe pearly Drops ? Mey hang on 
every Hedge; they twinkle from every Spraꝶ and adom 
the whole Herbage of the Field. Not a Blae'of Graf, 
not a ſingle Leaf, but wears the watry Pendants. So 
vaſt is the Profuſion, that it baffles the Arithmetician's 
Art. Here, let the benevolent Mind contemplate and 
admire that emphatical Scripture ; which, from this 
elegant Similitude, deferibes the Iucregſe of the Meſſiad's 
Kingdom. The Royal Prophet, - peaking of ChRisr, 
* foretelling the Suceeſy of his Refhgion, has this re- 
- =»  markabk 
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mackable Expieſion * ; Ibe Dew of thy ord he 1 


ee nm 


. Cle ar es awe rm. | The mob end Trankls- 
tion of this di Palle is, I apprehend, as follows; Pre rore uteri 
auroræ, tibi eſt ras juvwventutic, wel prolis tu. The Dew of thy Birth is 
larger / more copious than the Dew which proceeds from the Womb of 
the Morning, —1 * acquieſce in the new Verſion ; beeauſe that 
joins the M ehe Morning, from the De of thy Birth. Whercag 
they ſeem he a clear Affinity, and a cloſe Connection. The 
Womb, of tha Morning is, wich che utmoſt Pertinency, applied to the 
and We Dews ; agreeably to a delicate Line, in 
that great Maſter of juſt D wanne Mie. Than 
r meck i Morn has, Deror. Summer. 


get Bees eggs Tok ob 8 
to confirm this Remark; may illuſtrate the Propriety of the Phraſe, 
uſed jn this Connection. the Rain 2 Father, or who hath be- 
« rotten the Drops of Dew 2” It ſeems, the Oriental Writers delighted 
o repreſent the Dew, a8 a kind of Birth, as the of the 


Morning. And if ſo, rely there could be no Image in 


cn f the Univerſe, better adapted tb the Pſalmiſt's Purpoſe : a 
gly ſignificantvf thoſe Multitudes of Proſelytes, which were 


"the 


— not of Blood, of the Will of the Fleh, nor of the Will of Man, | 
but if GOD; by powerful Energy of his Word and Spirit— 

Upon this $ poſition, the whole Verſe deſcribes 

The willing abjection,  _ 

The gracious Accompliſhments, { of Chrifts c. 

And eb ers 

q. d. In the Ee when thy glorious Goſpel ſhall be 1 

lied in Lon * and accompanied with marvellous Efficacy—In 

that memorable Period, Thy People, diſcontinuing the former Obla- 

tions, commanded utider the M, o/aic Law; ſhall devote themſelves, as 

ſo many Hing Sacrifices, to thy Honour. Not conſtrained by Force, 

but charmed with thy Excellency, they ſhall come in Volunteers to thy 

Service, and be free-rvill Offerings in thy Charch.,—Neither ſhall they 

be "empty Vines,” or bare Profeſſors ; but ſhall walk in all the Bean- 

ties of Holingſi, and bring forth ſuch amiable Fruit, as will adorn the 

Doctrine they embrace. What is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be as 

numerous, as they are willing and holy. Born to Thee in Numbers, 

(monly « and inconceivable ; exceeding even the countleſs Myriads of 


* 


: fertile a 


„  nxrinerions 0x 


Mother 1 Dews ; produses them, as it were, ffom 2 
We Womb; and ſcatters chem, with the moſt laviſh 
e . 


| þ 
Doings: which are 8 0 che wa. and iſe from the 
| Womb of the recent Morning. 


rity ; ; and appears both truly ge, and pe e 
May I be pardoned the Pigreſton, and acquitted from Preſumptin; 

* on this Occaſion, I take leave to animadyert upon, what ſeems harſh 

and unnatural, in the common Expoſition of the felt v 


erſe of this 
Pſalm ; All the Commentators (as many, at leaft, as I have conſulted) 
inform their Readers; that to drink of the: Brook i in the Way, ſignifies ty 
audergo Suftringe and Death. | Which; inn Opiuion, is a Conſtruction 
extremely forced, and hardly ſupportabllez altogether remote from the 
Import of ſuch poetical Forms of Diction, cuſtomary among the Ea 
ern Nations. In thoſe fultry Climes, nothing could be more welcome 
to the Traveler than a Brook ſtreaming near his Paths. To quench 
his Thirſt, and lave his Feet, in the cooling Current, was one of the 
greateſt Refreſhments imaginable, and xe-animated him to purſue his 
Journey. For which Reaſon, among others, Brooks are a very favou- 
rite Image with the inſpixed Penmeny uſed to denote a Situation 
af delightful, or a State of Pleaflere and Satigſud ion; hut never, 

rtbo- 


that I can recollect, to picture * the contrary Condition 
lation and Diſtreſs. | 

The Woater-floods, indeed, in the facred Writings, often repreſent 
ſome imminent Danger, or grievous Affliction. But ten they are not— 
7172 Þn;—Streams ſo calm; that they keep within their Banks, and 
glide quietly by the Traveler'sF oatſteps; ſo clear, that they are fit for 
the wayfaring Man's Uſe, and invite his Lips to- a Draught ; both 
which Notions are plainly implied in the Text. They are rather— 
a9%2—daferoxs Pillow; ; burſting over a Ship, or daſhing themſelves, 
with dreadful Impetuoſity, upon the Shore: Or—rhaw-—fweeping in- 
andarions; which bear down all before them, and drown the neighbour: 
ing Country,-Beſides, in theſe Inſtances of Horror, we never ſud 
the Word—nnw—He all drink ; which conveys a pleafing Idea (un- 
leſs when it relates to a Cup, filled with bitter, intoxicating, or im- 
poiſoned Liquors ; a Caſe. quite different-from that under 2 
tion) but 1 imporss Terror and Aft oniſbment. 
elſs—rnw and 12y—whichAignify to ry upon 3 to — 
even to bury under the Waves; 

Upon & Whole: May not the Paſſage more properly allude to the 


Influences of the Holy G Which were communicated, in — 
ravie 
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Abuncancs; over all the Sanfter ul che Reer 
thy Seed be, O thou everlaſting Father By the Preath- 
ing of thy Word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable Race of re- 
generate Children be born unto, Thee; and prqye an Or- 

nament and a Bleffing to all Ages. Millions, Millions 
of willing Converts, from every Nation under Heaven, 
ſhall into thy Family, wh ro thy Church. 
Till they beco by 4 like the Stars of the Sky, or the Sands 
of the Sea ſor Multitude ; or even as #umberleſs as theſe 
fine _ which now cover the of Nature.— 


Behold then, ye obſtinately Wicked; you © are 


not gathered, yet will the Savioußbe glorious.“ His 


Deſign ſhall not mea, nor his Labour prove abor- 
tive; though you render it of Effect, with regard 
to yourſelves. Think not, that INTMAMUEL will want 
Believers, oF; Heaven Inhabitants, becauſe You continue 
incorrigible. No; the Lamb that was Nlain, will © ſee - 


00 8 the Trayail N Soul, Ii be fatisfied ;' in 11 


rable Degrees, to our great High Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cal 
of his ſurmounting all Difficulties, —Theſe. are frequently repreſented . 
by Waters ; * Whoſo believeth on Me, out of his Belly ſhall flow Ri- 
« vers of living Waters.” The Enjoyment of them is deſcribed * 
driaking ; “ He that drinketh of the Water that I ſhall give him, ſhalt 

* never thirſt.· Then, the Senſe may run in this well · connected and 
perſpicuous Manner. Is j it aſked, How ſhall the Redeemer be able to 
execute the various and important Offices, foretold in the preceding 
Parts of the Palm ? The Prophet replies He Gall drink of the Brook in 
the Way, He ſhall not be left barely to his human Nature, which muft 
unavoidably fink under the tremendqus Work of recovering a loſt 
World. But, thro' the whole Courſe of his incarnate State, thro? the 
whole Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, ſhall'be ſupported 
vith omnipoteng Succours. He ſhall drink at the Brook of Almighty - 
Power, and travel on in the Greatneſs of an uncreated Strength.— 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his Head. By this Means, ſhall he be equal to 
the prodigious Taſk, and ſuperior to all Oppofitidh. By this Means, 
ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſsful, in whatever he * _ 


greatly triumphant, over all his Enemies. * | 
6 | | never- 
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Mother of Dews; produces them, as ir were, from x 2 


"v9 end and ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh 


Abun. 
| 5 | A 
"bg: which are derne by the wise d ine from the 


Womb of the recent Morning: | 
By this Interpretation, he Tea I think, is cleared of its Obſeu- 
| rity; and appears both truly ſublime, and perfeQly Juſt, . © 


May I be pardoned the Digre/for, and acquitted from Prefumprien ; 
on this Occaſion, I take leave to animadyert upon, what ſeems harſh 
and unnatural, in the common Expoſition of the fat Verse of this 
Pſalm ! All the Commentators (as many, at leaft, as I have conſulted) 
inform their Readers; that to drink of t thi Brook in the Way, ſignifies to 
andergo Sufferinge and Death. Which, i in m Opinion, is a Conſtruction 
extremely forced, and hard! appr. altogether remote from the 
Import of ſuch poetical F Mo. of Diction, cuſtomary among the Eaſt. 
ern Nations. In thoſe ſultry Climes, nothing could be more welcome 
to the Traveler than a Brock fireaming gear his Paths. To quench 
his Thirſt, and lave his Feet, in the Current, was one of the 
greateſt Refreſhments imaginable, and re- animated him to purſue his 
Journey. For which Reaſon, among others, Brooks are a very favou- 
rite Image with the inſpixed Penmenz ufed to denote a Situation 
fertile Wn deligh Ful, or a State of Pleafhre and Satisfafion; hut never, 
that I can recollect, to picture wo the contrãry Condition df Triba- 


lation and Diſtreſs. 
The Mater ue „indeed, in i cred wks, ove repreſent 
ſome imminentDanger, or grievous Affliction. Bu they are not— 
772 /2n1—Steams ſo calm; what they keep within their Banks, and 
glide quietly by the Traveler's Foatiteps; ſo clear, that, they are fit on 
the wayfaring Man's Uſe, and invite his Lips to-a Draught ; both 
which Notions are plainly implied in the Text. The are rather— 
men —beiferoys Bille; burſting over a Ship, or daſhing themſelves, 
with- dreadful Impetuoſity, upon the Shore: Or-—rhaw-—fweeping i in- 
andation :; which bear down all before them, and drown the neighbour- 
ing Cauntry,-Befides, in theſe Inſtances of Horror, we never find 
the Word—nnw—He all drink ; which conveys a pleafing Idea (un- 


leſs when it relates to a Cup, filled with bitter, intoxicating, or im- 


poiſoned Liquors ; a Caſe. quite different-from that under — 
tion) but eitber nya d 3 imports Terror and Aftoniſhment. 
elſs—row and 1p—which Hgnify to / 0 overwhelm ; 5 
even to bury under the Waves; 

Upon the Whole: May not the Paſſage more properly allude to the 
Inflaences. of the Holy GH Which were communicated, in 3 
ra 
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abundance; over all the Surface of the Earth #8 ul 
thy Seed be, O chou everlaſting Father By the Preath- 
ing of thy Word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable Race of re 
generate Children be born unto Thee; andproye'an.Or- 
nament and a Bleſſing to all Ages. Millions, Millions 
of willing Coriferts, from every Nation under Heaven, 
ſhall croud,into thy Family, hs ro thy Church. 
Till they become like the Stars of the Sky, or the Sands 
of the Sea or Multitude ; or even as #umberleſs as theſe 
fine Spangles, which now cover the of Nature.— 
Behold then, ye-obſtinately Wicked you © are 
« not gathered, yet will the Saviougbe glorious.” His 
Deſign ſhall not miſcarxy, nor his Labour prove abor- 
tire; though you rendeMit of ne Effect, with regard 
to yourſelyes. Think not, that IMMANHVUEL will want 
Believers, og Heaven Inhabitants;” becauſe You continue 
incorrigible. 


» 


No; the Lamb that was Nlain, will © ſee - 
« of the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied; in a 
i is ., 312) 9 2 1 


rable Degrees, to our great High- Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cauſe 
of his ſurmounting all Difficulties, Theſe are frequently repreſented 

by Matern; Whoſo believeth on Me, out of his Belly ſhall low Ri- 
+ vers of living Waters.”” The Enjoyment of them is deſcribed by 
drixking ; * He that drinketh of the Water that Iſhall give him, ſhalf 
* never thirſt.” — Then, the Senſe may run in this well · connected and 
perſpicuous Manner. Is jt aſked, How ſhall the Redeemer be able to 
execute the various and important Offices, foretold in the preceding 
Parts of the Pſalm ? The Prophet replies He hall drink of the Brook in 
the Way. He ſhallnot be left barely to his human Nature, which muſt 
unavoidably fink under the tremendqus Work of recovering a loſt 
World. But, thro' the whole Courſe of his incarnate State, thro* the 
whole Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, ſhall be ſupported 
with omnipoteng Succours. He ſhall drink at the Brook of Almighty - 
Power, and travel on in the Greatneſs of an uncreated Strength.— 
Therefore ſpall be lift up his Head. By this Means, ſhall he be equal to 
the prodigious Taſk, and ſuperior to all Oppofitioh, By this Means, 
ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſsful, in whatever he undertakes; and 
greatly triumphant, over all his Enemies. * , v 


6 | never- 
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| 2 of the bor Expediens 
which nce; chably wi to. fru? 
both the e. yſeucody Wor orld.bometime: 4 


' Ms. REPLECTIONS ona 


newer Failing Series of faithful People below, and an n. 
menſe Choir of glorified Saints above. Who mall form 


_his/Refiniue, and furround his Throne, in ſhining and 


hat Wales hal i Mail LIGaber. | 
1 1 was. 


vou ſhall have impetuous and heavy & -Þuirſting 
from the angry Clouds, pug bt, ary 
the Rivers foam? A Storm brings them, and a Delug: 
follows The Gs Eran times, theſe gentle Dews are 
formed, in che ſerene Ev Air. They teal down 
by low Degrees, and. ble Stilfp&&s. So ſub- 
tle, that they deceive the niceſt Eye: ſo filent; that they 
eſcape the moſt delicate Ear: and, when fallen, fo very 
lige, that they neither bruiſe the tendereſt, nor oppreſ 
the greakeſt Flower, Very difſgrent Operations! Yet 
each concurs in the fame beneficial End, and both im- 


; ee. 


So, ſome Perſons have I known, . reclaimed "I the 


unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, by violent and ſevere 


Means. The Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, 
as he addreſſed the Mruelites at Sinai, with Lightning in 
his Eyes, and Thunder in his Voice. - The Conſcience, 


ſmit with a Senſe of Guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal 
Vengeance, trembled through all her Powers; juſt as 


that ſtrong Mountain thitered to its Centre. Pangs of 
Remorſe, and Agonies of Feat, pteceded their new Birth. 
They were reduced to the faſt Extremities, Almoſt over- 
whelmed with Deſpair, before they found Reſt in Jxsvs 
Cunts. Others have been recovered from a yain Con- 
verſation, by Methods tnore mild and attractive. The 


Nane of Spirits applied himſelf to their teachable Minds, 
8 5 in 
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n < a till and ſmall Voice.” His Grace came — 
as the Rain into a Fltece of Wool; br as theſe Token= | 


Drops, which LF the Earth. I. kingdom 
of Gon took eir Souls, without NW or Ob- 
ſe T fed from Death unto Life, from 4 
carnal to 2 eenerate State, by almoſt imperci 
Advances. N I ranſition reſembled the Growth 
Corn : was very viſible, when effected; though . 
enſible, While accompliſhing.—0 Thou Author "and 
Finiſher of our Faith, recal us from our Wanderi 
and re-unite us to Thyſelf | Whether thou ala us with 
thy Terrors, or allure us with thy Smiles: whether thou 
driye usuith the Scourge of Conviction, or draw us with 
the C Love: let us, in anywiſe, return to Thee. 

Mrrt our en Goody T hou art our OP 


Brrokz I proceed farther, kt me dene Meret 
and take one Survey of the neighbouring 
What a Proſpect ruſhes upon my Sight? How vat; 
how various ; how < full and plenteous with all Manner 
« of Store! Nature's whole "Wealth What a rich 
and inexhauſtible Magazine is here: furniſhing - Sub- 
ſiſtence for every Creature! Methinks, I read, in theſe 
ſpacious Volumes, a moſt lively Comment, . chat 
noble Celebration of the Divine Beneficence ; 
bis Hand, and filleth all Things living with Pligg, 


hehe are thy glorious Works, Pier of „ 

Almighty ! Thine this univerſal Frame,, . 1 

2 nene fair! Toy bow 9's wen'!l* 
MIT. 


Tus Fields are covered Oe and ſtand 1 thick, with 
Corn. They expand the milky Grain to the Sun; while 
* Gales, now inclining, now raiſing each flexile Stem, 


— 
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open all their Ranks tothe Agency of bin Beam Which 


wall ſoon impart a firm Conſiſtence to the Grain, and a 


oſſy — Hue to the Ear. That they may be qua- 
d, toi the Barns of the Huffhne 1 
and his art with Gladneſs. a 
Vox lies the Meadows, md into 4 pe 


Level; decorated with an Embroidery the gayeſt 


* ; and loaded with * ſpontaneous Crops of Her. 
ge. Which, converted into-Hay, will prove a moſt 


 commodious Proviſion for the Barrenn nneſs of Winter; 
will ſop PLA with Fodder our ſerviceable 


Animals, when 


M the d of the Plain is killed by Froſt, or buried 


in Showg=—A winding Stream, glides along the flowery 


Margin; and receives the Image of the by 
and waters the Roots of many a branchi illow. 
"Tis ſtocked; no doubt, with Variety of Fj 1 which 
afford a ſolitary Diverſion to the Angler, and nouriſn 
for his Table a delicious Treat. Nor is it the only 
Merit of this liquid Element, to maintain the finny Na- 


g Skies, 


tions; it alſo carries Cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes, Fruitful- 
neſs, where-ever it rolls the cryſtal Current. 


Tur Poſtures, with their verdant Mounds, 4. 


2 the Proſpect ; and . prepare a ſtanding Repaſt for our 


le, There, © our Oxen are made ſtrong to labour; 


| s and our Sheep bring forth Thouſands and ten Thou- 


« ſands.” There, the Horſe acquires Vigour, for the 
Dif of our Buſineſs; and Speed, to expedite our 
e thence, the Kine bring home their 
Udders, nde wich one of the richeſt, and healthicſ 
Liquor, in the World. 

On ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Trees, like ſons grand 
n n its tow'ring Head. Ty one pro- 


1 = —— | 
 Gramina hte OY Vine. 


jeft 


* 


WT NoAA DIN. BS „ 


oP fiehdly Shade, for the Beaſts; . 

vitable Lodging, for the Birds. Every one ſtands ready, 
to furniſh Timber for a Palace; Mats for a Navy; or, 
with a more condeſcending Courteſy, Fuel for our 
Hearths. One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild un- 
cultivated Heath ; which, like well - diſpoſed Shades in 
Painting, throws an additional Luſtre on the more orna« 
mented Parts of the Landſcape. Nor is its Uſefulneſs, 

like that of a Foil, relative only, bur real.. There, ſe- 
veral valuable Features are produced, and accommo- 
dated; withaut any Expence, or Care of ours. There 
likewiſe, ſpring Abundance of thoſe Herbs, which aſſwage 


the Smart of our Wounds, and allay the fiery Tumults 


of the Fever. Which impart Floridity to our circulat- 
ing Fluids; add a more vigorous. Tone to our active 
Sach and, thereby, repair the Sc our enfeebled 
Conſtitutions, .. 8 
Nxaxzx the Houſes, We . an ample Spread 
of Branches; not ſo ſtately as the Oaks, but more ami- 
able for their annual Services. A little while ago, I be- 
held them; and all was one beauteous, boundleſs Waſte 


5 


of Bloſſoms, The Eye marvelled, at the lovely Sight? 


and the Heart rejoiced, in the Proſpect of autumnal 


Plenty; But now, the blooming Maid is reſigned, for 


the uſeful Matron. The Flower is fallen, and the Fruit 
bells out on every Twig. Breathe ſoft, ye Winds l O, 


{pare the tender. Eruitage, ye ſurly Blaſts! Let the Prar- 


tree ſuckle her Juicy Progeny till they. drop into our 
Hands, and diſſolve in our Moutha. Let the Plum hang 


umoleſted upon her Boughs:z, till? he -fatten her deli- 


cious Fleſh, and cloud her poliſhed Skin with Blue. 
and as for the Apples, that ſtaple Commodity of our Or- 
cbarde, et no injuriotis Shocks precipitate them imma- 
wu. to o the Ground; till 1 Suns, have tinged 

H | them 
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them with a ruddy Complexion, nd concocted Ms into 
an exquiſite Flavour. Then, what copious Hoards, of 
| what burniſhed Rinds, and what delightful Reliſhes | 
will repleniſh the Store- room! Some, to preſent us with 
an early Entertainment, and refreſh. our Palates amidſt 
che ſultry Heats. Some, to borrow Ripeneſs from the 
falling Snows, and carry Autumn into the Depths of 
Winter. Some, to adorn the Salver, make a Part of 
the Deſſert, and give an agreeable * Cloſe to our Feaſts, 
Others, to fill our Vats with a foaming, Flood ; which, 
mellowed by Age, may ſparkle in the Glaſs, with a Live- 
lineſs and Delicacy, little inferior to the Blood of the 
Grape. 
Ions Vb ſeveral ſmall Baie, which ſeem to be 
2pprehenſive of ſome hoſtile Viſit from the North; and 
therefore, are defended, on that Quarter, by a thick 
Wood, or a lofty Wall. At the ſame time, they cul- 
tivate an ninterrupted Correſpondence with the South; 
and throw open their whole Dimenſions, to its friendly 
Warmth. One, in particular, lies within the Reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing View; and proves to be a Kitchen-Gar- 
den. It looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal Re- 
public: Whatever may reſemble the Pomp of Courts, 
or the Enſigns of Royalty, is baniſhed from this humble 
Community. None of the Productions of the Olitory 
affect Finery ; but all are habited with the very Perfec- 
tion of Deeency. Here, thoſe celebrated Qualities are 
eminently united, the utmoſt Simplicity with the exacteſt 
Neatneſs f.— A ſkilful Hand has parcelled out the whole 
Ground, into natrow Beds, and intervening Alleys. 
"The fame diſcreet Management has Po to each 
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there is no Confuſion, amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity ; 
decauſe every Individual knows its proper Home, _ 
all the Tribes are ranged with perfect Regularity.—If 

it be pleaſing to behold their orderly Situation, and their 
modeſt Beauties; how much more delightful, to conſi- 
der the Advantages, they yield ! What a Fund of choice 
Accommodations is Here! What a Source of wholeſome 
Dainties ! And all, for the Enjoyment of Man. Why 
does the Parſley, wit her frizzled Locks, ſhag the Bor- 
der; or why the Celery, with her whitening Arms, per- 
ſorate the Mould ; but to render his Soops ſavoury ? 
The Aſparagus ſhoots its tapering Stems, to offer him 
the Firſt-fruits of the Seaſon; and the 4tichoke ſpreads 
its turgid Top, to give him a Treat of vegetable Mar- 
row. The Tendrils of the * Cucumber creep into the 
Sun: and, though baſking in its hotteſt Rays, they ſe- 
crete ſor their Mafter, and barrel up for his Uſe, the | 
moſt cooling Juices. of the Soil. The Beans ſtand firm, 
like FYles'of embattled Troops; the Peas reſt upon their 
Props, like ſo many Companies of Inyalids ; while both 
repleniſh their Pods with the Fatneſs of the Earth, on 
purpoſe to pour it on their Owner's Table. Not one 
Species, among all this Variety of Herbs, is a Cum- 
berer of the Ground, Not a ſingle Plant, but is good 
for Food, or ſome way Glutary, With ſo beneficent 


* Virgil, with great Conciſenzl, and equal Propriety, deſcribes 
the Cucnmber—— 
—2 ortuſque per berbam 8 | 
Creſceret in Ventrem Cucumis,— FRM IV. 
MitTon has (if We admit Dr. Bent/zy's Alteration, which is, I 


thin, in 11h Place, MEE Juſt) | moſt , the Latin 
Poet, 


— Forth n 
The fevelling Gourd Par. Loft, B. vn. 1 320. 
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verdant Family, a peculiar and diſtin Abode. So that 
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an Occonomy, are the ſeveral Periods of their hlt 
tion ſettled; that no Portion of the Year is left deſtitur 
of nobriſhing Eſculents. What is ſtil more obi 
every Portion of the Year affords ſuch Eſculents, as arc 
. beſt ſuited to the Temperature of the Air, and the State 
of our Bodies Why then ſhould the Poſſefſor of ſo vn. 
 luable a Spot, envy the Condition of Kings 2: Since 
He may daily walk amidſt Rows of peaceable and ob- 
ſequious, thug mute Subjects. Every One of which 
_tenders him ſome agreeable Preſent, and pays him a 
willing Tribute. Such as is moſt happily adapted, bath 
to ſupply his Wants, and to regale his Taſte: to furniſh 
Him, at once, with Plenty and with Pleaſuree 
ArT a Diſtance, one deſcries the mighty Hills... They 
heave their huge Ri among the Clouds; and look 
like the Barriers. of Kingdoms, or the 'Bourgdaries of 
Nature. Bare and deformed as their Surface may ap- 
ar, their Bowels are fraught with inward, Treaſures! 
x Lf reaſures, lodged faſt in the Quarries, or ſunk deep in 
the Mines. From thence, Induſtry may draw her Im- 
plements, to plow the Soil; 'to..reap the Grain and 
procure every neceſſary Convenience, From 475 
Art may fetch her Materials, to rear the Dome; 
ſwell the Organ; and form the Wett Ornaments 4 
1 ads 
'On another Side, the great Deep terminates the View. 
"There go the Ships; There is that Leviathan : And there, 


in that World of Waters, an inconceivable Number of 


Animals have their Habitation This » _ © HED 


. Kann 


16" Hic herum famen in „ Dams Olus, 3 — , 


Lilia, Verbenaſius prement, veſoumqiit Papaver, | 

_  Regum æquabat Opes Animis : ſeragite rewvertens | 

Nocte 8 Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptit. | 

| | Ne 0. . 1v, 


— 


* 
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Cifers of the cee which admits, as into a Rv" 
cle; and diſtributes, as from a Reſervoir ; whatever 
waters the whole Globe. There's not a Fountain, that 
ouſhes- in the unfrequented Deſart; or a Rivulet, chat 
4 fows in the remoteſt Continent; nor à Cloud, that ſwims 
- WH in che higheſt Regions of the Firmament; but is fed | 
ce by this alkrepleniſhing Source. The Ocean is the 
„ ed #ebicle of Trade,/and tie Unter of diſtant Na- 
don. To us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it waſts 
ino our Ports; the Harveſt of every Climate; and /grn- 
en our Hand the Centre of Traffic ; bur allo as it ſe- 
ey 

ok 


cures us from forgign Invaſions, ” a ſorr of 1 ne” 
nable Entrenchment . | 
MeTainxs, the View of this profile ene in- 
ſpires-a ſecret Delight, and kindles a diſintereſted Goodwill, 
„nie the | © Jictle Hills clap their Hands,” and the 
P. lunmiant «Valleys laugh and ſing: who can forbear 
5' Wl catching the general Joy? Who is not touched, wich 
bh Senſations of Pleaſure ?—While the everlaſting 


10 Father, is ſcattering Bleſſings through his whole Family, 
and crowning the Year with tus Goodneſs ; Hogan 


0 » Whife Roser, vas the 8.8. Nabum ik 8. 
of Wl 1 hope, ani Excartion into. he Country,. will 1 
upon as a Departure from my Subject. Becauſe, a rural View, though 
ew, v eſential Fart of a Garden, is yet a deſirable Appendage, and ne- 
ceſſary to camp lete its Beauty. As Uſefulneſs is the wa moſt valuable Pro- 
perty, which can attend any Production; 47s is the Circumſtance, 
r of Bi cticfly touched upon in the Survey of the Landſcape. Though every 
ous WM Fiece of this extenſtve and diverſified Scene, is caſt in the moſt elegant 
Mould ; yet nothing is calculated merely for Shew and Parade. Von 
ke nothing formed in the 'Taſte of the oſtentatious Obelifk, or inſig- 
tikcant Pomp of the Pyramid. No ſuch idle Expences were admitted 
into that conſummate Plan, which regulated the Structure of the Uni- 
rerſe., All the Decorations of Nature are no leſs agvautegeas, than 
* trrame. tal; ſuch as ſpeak the MAKER r Tie ck PRI n as 
. ah magnifies. A oh. 2 
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an Oeconomy, are the ſeveral Periods of their Minn. 
tion ſettled; that no Portion of the Year is left deſtitute 
of nouriſhing Eſculents. What is ſtil more obliging, 
- every Portion of the Year affords ſuch Eſculents, as are 
. beſt ſuited to the Temperature of the Air, and the State 
of our Bodies Why then ſhould the Poſſefor of ſo vn. 
luable a Spot, envy the Condition of Kings ? Since 
He may daily walk amidſt Rows of peaceable and ob- 
ſequious, h mute Subjects. 15 5 One of which 
tenders him ſome agreeable Preſent, and pays him 
willing Tribute. Such as is moſt happily adapted, bgth 
to ſupply his Wants, and to regale his Taſte”; to ' furniſh 
Him, at once, with Plenty and with Pleaſure 
ArT'a Diſtance, one defcries che mighty En. They 
heave their huge Ri among the Clouds; and look 
like the Barriers. of Kingdoms, or the Boundaries of 
| Nature. Bare and deformed as their Surface may ap- 
ar, their Bowels are fraught with inward. Treaſures! 
1 Felt reaſures, lodged faſt in t hs + Age or ſunk deep. in 
"the Mines. From thence, Ty. may dra her Im- 
plements, to plow the Soil; to reap the Grain ; 3 and 
procure every neceſſary Convenience. From hit 
Art may fetch her Materials, to rear the Dome; 
ſwell the Organ; and form che mobleſt Ornaments > 
Pap TE” 7 
Ox another Side, the great Deep terminates s the View 
"There go the Ships, There is that Leviathan: And there, 
in that World of Waters, an inconceivable Number of 
Animals have their Habitation —This 1 18 the Eo 


"SEE. 
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; het Hic Farum tamen in CES Olus, * — 


Lilia, Serbenaſque premens, weſoumque Papaver, 

_  Regum zquabat Opes Animis ; ſeragite revertens | 

Nocte * Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptis, | 

| ; his na 0. egen. 
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Cifers of the Upiverſei/ Which admits, as into a e 
tacle; and diſtributes, as from a Reſervoir; whatever 
vaters the whole Globe. There's not a Fountain, that 
gulhes in the unfrequented Deſart; or a Rivulet, chat 
flows in the remoteſt Continent; nor à Cloud, that ſwims 
in che higheſt Regions of the Firmament; but is fed 
by this alkrepleniſhing Source. The Ocean is the 
gad Label of Trade, and the Uniter of diſtant Na- 
tions. | To us it is peculiarhy kind; not only as it waſts 
into our Ports, the Harveſt of every Climate; and ren- 


r 


cures us from foręign Invaſions, has a 55 of i _— 
nable Entrenchment . 

MzTainxs, the View of this kbit ee in- 
ſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a diſintereſted Goodioill. 
While the | “ little Hills clap their Hands,” and the 
luutiant ©, Valleys laugh and ſing who can ſotbear 
catching tlie general Joy? Who is not touched, with 
lively Senſations of Pleaſure While the eve 


Father, is ſcattering Bleſſings through his whole ene, N 
and crowning the Year with his Goodneſs ; ark 
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I hope, this little Excurſion into the Country, will notbe looked: - 
upon as a Departure from my Subject. Becauſe, a rural View, though 


ceſlary to-complete its Beauty, —As Uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable Pro- 
perty, which can attend any Production; % is the Circumſtance, 
chiefly touched-upon in the Survey of the Landſcape. Though every 
Piece of this extenſive and diverſified Scene, is caft in the moſt elegant 
Mould ; yet nothing is calculated merely for Shew and Parade. Von 
ſe nothing formed in the Taſte of the oſtentatious Obelifk, or inſig- 
lkcant Pomp of the Pyramid.” No ſuch idle Expences were admitted - 
into that conſummate Plan, which regulated the Structure of the Uni- 
terſe. All the Decorations of Nature are no leſs agvautegeaes, than / 
ruemertal; ſuch as ſpeal the n 1 Fig Fern well aa 
E. ed W | 
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den our Ilan the Centre of Traffic ; bur allo as iv fe- 
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n0 eſſential Part of a Garden, is yet a deſirable Appendage, and ne- 
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not gel his Breaſt overflowing, with a diffuſive Benevs- 
' lence - My Heart, I muſt confeſs, beats high with Sa- 

tisfaction; and breathes out cengratulatary Wiſhes, upon 
all. the Tenants. of theſe rural Abodes: „Peace be 
« , within your Walls, as well as Plenteouſneſs around 
«your Dwellings.“ Live, ye highly favoured; live 
ſenſible: of your Benefits, and thankful to'your Bene- 
factor. Look round upon theſe. prodigioufly large In- 
comes of the fruitful Soil, * call them / (for you have 
8 free Leave) all your on. Only let me remind you of 
one very important Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may 
you never forget; That you are obliged to Cuxtsr Ixsus, 
for every one of theſe Accommodations, which ſpring 

from the teeming Earth, and the ſmiling Skies. | 

1. Cunisr * nad them, when they were not, —He 
fetched them up from utter Darkneſs; and gave them 
both their Being and their Beauty. He created the Ma- 
terials, of which they are compoſed; and moulded them 
into this endleſs Multiplicity, of amiable Forms, and 
uſeſal Subſtances. He E 8 the Heavens, with a 
Voeſture 


When L aſcribe the Work of Creation to the Son, I Wund by n 
Means be ſuppoſed; to withhold the fame Ronour, from the Eternal 
Far H, and Eber-bleſſed S>1 17. The Acts of thoſe inconceivably 
glorious Pefſons are, like their Eſſence, undivided and one. But [ 
chooſe to ſtate the Point in this Manner, becauſe this is the maniſeſt 
e of the New Teſtament; is the expreſs Belief of our Church; 
and a moſt noble Peculiarity of the Goſpel Revelation. chooſe it 
alfo, becauſe I would take every Opportunity of inculcating, and ce- 
lebrating, the Divinity of the RDEZUZA. A Truth, which imparts 
an unutterable Dignity, to Chriſtianity : A Truth, which lays an im- 
moveable Foundation, for all the comfortable Hopes of a Chriſtin: 
A Truth, which will render the Myſtery of our Redemption, the 
Wonder and Delight of Eternity: And-with this Truth, every one 
will obſerve, my Aſſertion is inſeparably connected. 
If any One queſtions, vhłther this be the Doctrine of our Church; 


: let che Creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn Devotions, deter- 
mine 
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Veſture of the mildeſt Blue; and clothed the Earth, in 


1 Livery of the gayeſt Green. His Pencil ſtreaked, and 


his Breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant 


in the Univerſe. ' His Strength ſer faſt the Mountains; 
His Goodneſꝭ garniſhed the Vales ; and the fame Touch 
which healed the Zeper, wrought the whole viſible C/ 
tem into this complete Perſection. 

2. CnrisT recovered them, when thay wars forked. 
By Adam's Sin, we loſt our Right to the Comforts 
of Life, and Fruits of tha Ground. His Diſobedience 
was the moſt impious and horrid Treaſon, againſt the 


Ko of Kings. Conſequently, his whole Patrimony - 


became confiſcated : as well the Portion of temporal good 
Things, ſettled upon the human Race during their Mi- 
nority ; as that everlaſting Heritage reſerved for their 
Enjoyment; when they ſhould come to full Age. But 
the ** Seed of the Woman,” inſtantly interpoſing, took 
— the Attainder, and redeemed the alienated Inherit- 
ance.” The firſt Adam being difinherited, the ſecond 
Adam * was R viſible as well as 
inyiſible. 


nine his Doubt; cc 1 believe,” fays that e fund Wands, « In 
* one LOD Jesus Carr, very Gop of very God, &y when all 
*« Things were made.” If it be farther inquired; From whenee the 
Nicene Fathers derived this Article of their Faith? I anſwer, From the 
Writings of the beloved Diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's Boſom ; 
and of that great Apoſtle, who had n phe Fhirg 
Heaven. Jabs i. 3. Coloſ. i. 16. 


* Heb. i. 2. In this Senſe at leaſt, Cu ai is thy Saviour of all 


—— —U 


Mer. The former and latter Rain; the- precious Fruits of the Earth 5 | 


Food to eat, and Raiment to put on all theſe he purchaſed, even 
for his irreclaimable Enemies. Thy eat'of his Bread, who lift up 
their Heel againſt Him. 

We learn from hence, jn what a peculiar and endearing Light, the 
Chriftian is to contemplate the Things that are ſeen. - Heathers might 
diſcover an eternal Power, and infinite Wiſdom, in the Structure of the 


Vaiverſe; Heathens might a 3 moſt ſtupendous 
14 


104 RBFLECTIONS ON, A 


inviſible, And we hold our Poſſeſſion, of the former; 
we expect an Inſtatement in the latter; putely by Virtue 
of our Alliance to Him, and our Union with Him. | 


og. Carer upholds them, which would otherwiſe tumble 
into Ruin;—By Him, ſays the Oracle of Inſpiration, al 
Things conſiſt *. His Finger rolls the Seaſons round, 
and preſides over all the celeſtial Revolutions. His 


Finger winds, up the Wheels, and impels every Spring, 
of vegetative Nature. In a Word, the whole Weight 
of the Creation, reſts upon his mighty/Atm; and re- 
ceives the whole Harmony of its Motion, from his un- 
erring Eye. This habitable Globe, with all its rich Ap- 
pendages, and fine Machinery, could no more continue, 
than they could create themſelves. Start they would 
into inſtant Confuſion; or drop into their primitive Ne- 
thing; did not his Power ſupport, and his Wiſdom re- 


gulate them, every Moment. In Conformity to his Will, 
they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their Orders; and 
wait only for his ſovereign Nod, to fall _ * 
2 r that runneth apace. | 


in x makers Grant of the whole Fabric, with all its Furniture, to 
the Service of Man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in Mind his 
Forfeiture of them, and the Price paid to redeem them, He ſhould 
receive the Gifts of indulgent Providence, as the Maelites received 
their Law, from the Hand of a Mediator. Or rather, To him they 
ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the Stores of an unbounded Boun- 
ty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that 8 e os — 
from IM MAN UEL's Veins. | * 


C. i. 17. ILbeg leave to ſabjoin St. Chiffon pertinent and 
beautiful Note, upon the Paſſage; by which it will appear, that the 

timent of theſe Sections, is not merely a private Opinion, but the 
avowed Belief of the primitive Church. Tu, ſays the eloquent Fa- 
ther, 14g Acer ape fca lat n Wals, rocaete. & waves! evlog ale we ru f. 
_ 0vlog 816 To ura mapuſzſer, a x; avleg en e ay a 
A 5 03-25 
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4, CarisrT * at hates them, which would, otherwiſe 
= les and infignificant,—Penfioners they are, con- 
fant. Penſioners on his Bounty; and borrow their At 
from his Fulneſs. He only has Life ; and whatever vpe 
rates, Operates by an Emanation from his All- ſuficiency. 
Does. the Grape refreſh vou, with its enlivening Juices ? 
I: is by a Warrant received, and Virtue derived, from 
the Redeemer. Does Bread ſtrengthen your; Heart, 
and prove the Staff of your Life ? Remember, that it 
is by the Saviour's Appointment, and through the Ef- 
ficicy of his Operation. You are charmed with bis Me- 
lody, when the © Time of the Singing of Birds is come, 
„ and the Voice of the Nightingale is heard in your | 

Land.“ You taſte his Goodneſs in the luſcious Fig, the 
melting Peach, and the muſky Flayour of the Apricot. 
You” Imell bis Sweetneſs in the opening Honeyluckle, 
and every odotiferous Shrub. 

Cour theſe Creatures ſpeak 2 de they. 
would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all Sufficiency of their own, 
and aſcribe the whole Honour to their Maker. We 
« are Servants,” would they fay, « of Him, who died 
« for you. © Cifterns only, dry Ciſterns in ourſelves, we 
* tranſmit to Mortals no more, than the uncreated Foun- 
« rain transfuſes into us. Think not, that, from any 
« Ability of our own, we furniſh you with Aſſiſtance, 
« or adminiſter*,to. your, Comfort. Tis the Diviac 
6 Poe the Divine Energy alone, that works in us, 
a and. does you Good. Te ſerve you, O ye Sons of 


* 7555 v. 1 7. My Father worketh hitherto, and I I or, 1 exert 
that unremitting andanwearied Energy, which is the Life of the Cre- 
ation. Thus the Words are paraphraſed by a  maſterly Expoſitor, who 
has iiluſtrated the Life of our bleſſed Loxo, in the moſt elegant Taſte 
of Criticiſm ; with the moſt amiable Spirit of Devotion; and without 
any Mixture of the malignantLeaven, or low Singularities, of a Party. 
dee the Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. Sect. 47. 


cc Men, 
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Men, that you may love Him, who placed us in theſe 
« Stations. O! love the Lon, therefore, all ye who 
& are ſupported by our Miniſtry; or elſe we ſhall ® groan, 
« with Indignation and Regret, at your Abuſe of or 
* Services.-Uſe us, and welcome ; for we are your, 
ee if ye are Cunisr's. Crop our choiceſt Beauties, 
cc rifle all our Treaſures; aceommodate yourſelves wi 
e our moſt valuable Qualities ; only let us be Incentive, 
* to your Gratitude, and Motives to your Obedience. 


Havixo ſurveyed the ſpacious Sky; and ſent a Glance 
round the inferior Creation ; 'tis Time to deſcend from 
this Eminence, and confitie my Attention to the beauti. 
ful Sper below—Here Nature, always pleaſing, every. 
where lovely, appears with peculiar Attractions. Yon- 
der, ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her Deſhabille; grand, but 
irregular. Here, ſhe calls in her Hand-maid Art; and 
ſhines in all the delicate Ornaments, which the niceſt 
- Cultivation is able to convey. Theſe, are her common 
| Apartments, where ſhe lodges her ordinary Gueſts; 
his, is her Cabinet of Curioſities, where ſhe entertains 
her! intimate Acquaintance. My Eye ſhall often e 
tiate, over thoſe Scenes of univerſal Fertility: My Fee 
ſhall ſometimes bruſh through the Thicket, or traverſe 
the Lawn, or ſtroll along the Foreſt Slade: But to. this 
delightful Retreat, ſhall be my chief Reſort. Thither, 
will I make Excurfions ;- but Here, will I ., 

Ir, from my low Procedure, I may form an Alluſion 
to the moſt exalted Practices; I would obſerve, upon 
this Occaſion ; That the celebrated Eraſmus, and our 
judicious Locke, having trod the Circle of the Sciences, 

and ranged through the whole Extent of human Litera- 
ture, at length — themſelves ſolely to the Bibl.. 
. the Sages of Antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at 


* Rom. VIM. 22, 
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the Feet of Jzsvs. Wiſely they withdrew, bein that 
immenſe Multiplicity of Learning; from thoſe endleſs 
Tracts of amuſing Erudition ; where, noxious Weeds 
ue thixed with wholeſome Herbs; where, is generally 
2 much larger Growth of prickly Shrubs, than of fruit- 
ful Boughs. They ſpent their moſt mature Hours, in 
hoſe hallowed Gardens, which Gop's own Wiſdom - 
planted; which Gop's own Spirit watereth; and in 
which God's n Son is continually walking. Where, 
He meeteth thoſe that ſeek Him; and revealeth to them 
the Glories of his Tenn. 1 the Riches of his Good- 
neſs. 

Tuus wank Gniſh the 8 Days ! 
Having juſt,za/fed (what they call) the politer Studies 
I would now devote my whole Application to the lively 
Oracles. From other Purſuits, I might glean, perhaps, 
a few ſcattered. Fragments of low, of lean, of unſatiſ- 
factory Inſtruction. From this, I truſt to reap a Har- 
veſt of the ſublimeſt Truths; the nobleſt Improvements; 
and the pureſt Joys . Wat me then, Ol waft my 
Mind to Sion's conſecrated Bowers, Let my Thoughts 
perpetually rove, through the awfully plealing Walks of 
Infpiration. . Here, grow thoſe Heaven-born Plants, 
the Trees of Life and Knowledge ; whoſe ambroſial Fruits 
we now may © take, and eat, and live for ever,” Here, 
flow thoſe precious Streams of Grace and Righteouſneſs ; 
whoſe living Waters -<© whoſoeyer drinks, ſhall thirſt na 
more.“ And, what can the Fables of Grecian Song, 
or the fineſt Pages of Roman Eloquence - hat can 
they exhibit, in- any Degree comparable . to theſe 
matchleſs Prerogatives of Revelation? — Thefefore, 
though! I ſhould not diſlike to pay a Vi ft now-and-then 


* Puicquid docetur, 5 eritas; fre precipiter, Bonitas ; ; Pe 
Arne — 
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| ag my Heathen Maſters, I would Fve-with the Profen 


Eſpecially conſidering,” Fhat che advanchig' 5 0 


is ſuch a Delicacy in the Choice; and iv much Life in 


One, whe is now. ſunle "Oy and Taft to all the ſe re 
fined Gratifications }' 5 2% t Is wit * eee 128 
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and Apoſtles. With thoſe, I would carry ori forte "MW 10 
caſional Corteſpondence: but cheſe ſhotid be my Bo. 3 
ſom-Friends ;, my inſeparable-Compainigis'; 47 8 5 in| 


" light, and My- Counſellors.“ 23% RD „ 


| Waar Sweets are theſe, which To FER bay 
Noftrits * They are the Breath of the "Flowers: the In. 


the 
ſoo 
ne) 
_ cenſe of the Garden. Ho liberally bes the Te VE 2 Lu 

diſpenſe her odoriferous Riches? aeg e 35 


the Woodbine embalmed 'this Moth Walk 2 Fon 
Air is all Perfume. And is hot this, Aether inbſt en- ver 
gaging Argument, to forfake the Bed oY, Sloth. ? Who oy 
vouldke diſſotved in ſenſcleß Blarnbers ; "while 0 tmany Act 
breathing Sweets, invite hit to 4 Feat oF "Fra; - nt tal 


exhale the volatile Dainties- R Fugitfor Tyeat they att, 
prepared only for the Wakeful #FTnduftrious: Whereas 
when the Stuggard” lifts” his heavy. Eyes, the Flowers 
will droop; their fine Scents be Auf Pated; And, in- 
ſtead of this refreſhing N on "Air ond 
a Kind of liquid Fire. R | 
 WarH this very Motive, Wie EN a Riprekes 
tation of the moſt charming Pieces of Morting Scenery, 
the Parent of Mankind awakes his del Conſort; Ther 


the Deſcription, of theſe niraP Images: fat I cannot 
excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole Paſſage.— 
Whiſper it, ſome friendly Gems, in the Ear of every 


* 


Aust: 5 the 7 Hines, and and the Fre b Find. 
Calli you: Le dg the Prime, to mark how ring. 


The tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove; . . 
I bat drops the TE and what the, — * * 
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"i w dclighthyl 3 js. this Fragrance ! Ir. is diſtributed 
11 niceligPropor tion ; ;- heither ſo ſtrong, as to oppteß 
Fi Organs nor { faint, as to clude chem. We arc 

ſoon cloygd.at. 2 ſumptuous Banquet; ; but this Pleature 
never loſes its Poigngncy, never palls the Appetite. Here, 
Luxury itſelf 1 Is -IAmocent ; 8 rather, | in. this Caſe, In- 
algen Is intapable Excess. This balmy Exter- 
rainment, not only regales the enſe, but t —— the 


very. Soul ;. and, [inſtead of clogging, elates its Power. ; 


—1 puts me in Mind of that ever memorable Sacri- 
kt, which was once made i Behalf of offending Mor- 
tub mean, the, Sacrifice. of the Bleſſed Ixsus; when 
He offered up Hunſelf to Go; „ for a ſweet-1 
Ir 'Sayour,” Such the Holy Spirit ſtiles that w 
Oblation; as if no in the whole ſenſible C 
tian, Vas {o proper to giyt us an Idea of che 5 
Satisfattzon:; which the Father of Mercies conceived, 
from that petit Atonement ; as the pleafing Ser- 
ations, which ſuch rich Perfumes a re capable of raiſing. 
« Thouſands of Rams, and Ten Thouſands of Rivers | 


« of Oil,” from an apoſtate World ; the moſt ſubmiſ- 
ſive Acknowledgments, added to the moſt coſtly Offer- 


ings, from Men of defiled Hands, and unclean Lips; 
what cold they have effected? A Prophet repreſents 
the High and Loſty One, that inhabiteth Eternity,” 
turning Flamſelf away from” ſuch filthy Rags; turning 
Himſelf away, With a diſdaiaful. Abhorrence t, as from 
the noiſorne, kat, a Dunghl—Bue in rb 


7 A 
N 
= 


* 4% 


wa OH eee Loft B. V. I. 20. 
6 om Neuer the Heart.” Prov. xi. «> 


Amos v. . 22 


. . 4 q 
= a # v + . 4 
", oF. ih; 25 37 1 — TO 1 „ 


4 . 2 | Imma 


: Ss : 
— > > 


1 en Gn In - * 


a RBFLBCTIONS: o 4 
"immaculate Holineſs ; in Cngisr's conknutiare Ode. 


dience; in Cunisr's moſt . precious Blood - ſhedding; 
with what unimaginable r Juſtice reſt 
fatisfied, and Vengeance acquieſce A- All thy Work, 
O Thou Surety for ruined Sinners! all thy Suffering, 
O Thou ſlaughtered Lamb of God'! as well as all th 
Garments, O Thou Bridegroom of thy Church ! 10 
of Myrrh, Alces, and Caffia * They are infinitely more 
grateful to the eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt Exhz. 
lations of the Garden, than all the Odours of the ſpicy 
Eaſt, can be to the human Noftrils. _ 

As the Altar of old ſanctifed the Gift ; ſo this is the 
great Propitiation, which recommends the 6bnoxiou 
Perſons, and unprofitable Services of the believing World 
In this, may my Soul be intereſted ! by hit, may it be 
xeconciled to the Fat!er)—There is ſuch a leprous De- 

pravity cleaving to my Nature, as pollutes Whatever! 

* moſt profound Adorations, and ſincereſt 
Acts of Religion, muſt not preſume to challenge à Re- 
ward, but humbly implere Forgiveneſs f. Renouncing, 
therefore, myſelf in every Inſtance. of Duty; diſclaim- 
| „ pea FEET * Dep m 


"Own; 


2 Palm ar. 8. 


1 A Writer of diſtinguiſhed W OW the great 
Obſerver of Actions, and Searcher of Hearts; and vindicates my Sen- 
timents, while he ſo zuſtly and beautifully utters his own; | 


look down, great Gop, with Pity's ſofteſt Eye, 

On u poor breathing Particle in Duſt. b 
His Crimes forgive ; forgive his Virtues to- 
Thoſe ſmaller he zac Converts'to the Right. 

NM r- T houghts, Noe IX. 


t 1 inthe /icead Rdigion uf moſt candid and 


, _ evangelical little Treatiſe, called CHRIST.IANITY the Great 


eee of Human Liſe.—“ If Chriſtians happily 5 
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en- 
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own: may I now, and evermore, be cl rags the 
Belau! 

Wnar ae ee Calling are here 
Theſe, ſo EI: "age T 2 ſo delicately languid. 
Wikt a G enkindled in ſome ! what 4 Gloſs ſhines 
upon others! In one, methinks, I fee the Ruby with 
her bleed Radiance; in another, the Sapphire with 
her Sky-tinEtured Blue; in all, fuch an exquiſite Rich- 
neſs of Dyes ;. as no other Set of Paintings in the Uni- 
verſe can boaſt . With what a maſterly Skill, is every 
one of the varying Tints diſpoſed ! Here, they ſeem to 

be thrown on with an eaſy Daſh, of Security and Free- 
dom; there, they are adjuſted by the niceſt Touches, 
* and Accuracy, Thoſe which form the Ground, 
ays fo judiciouſly chaſen, as to heighten the 
Luſtre of the fuperadded Figures; while the Verdure of 
the Impalement, or the Shadings of the F aliage, impart 
new. Livelineſs to the Whole. Indeed; whether they 
are blended, or arranged; ſoſtened, or contraſted; they 
are manifeſtly under the Conduct of a To that never 


« the dangerous Extreme, and 3 of a 3 
« Faith on the one hand. He [i. e, Satan] will endeavour, by all 
« kind of plauſible Infinugtions, to ſplit them on the op „ VIE. 
« Spiritual Pride, Oftentation, and Dependerice on their Works, as if 
« THESE were the meritorious, or procuring Cauſe of all true Peace, 

Hope, Conſolation, and Divine Acceptance.—Now this Se Depes- 
*« dence may be ranked among the , dangerous of the infernal Poli- 
* tics, becauſe _ fatal Poiſon lies deep, * too often uniiſcerned.” 


55 Who cat paint 
Like Nature? Can Imagination boaſt, 
' Amid bis gay Creation, Hues like theſe ? 
Aud can be mix them <vith that matchleſs Skill, | 
| And lay them on jo delicately fine, 
Aud boſe them in each other, as 3 | 
In cy Bud that bloxw { Tuous. Spring. 


miſtakes 3 | 


in ſhort; He that 
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| rhiſtakes; a Falicity, chat never falls hort of: the ven 


Perfection of Elegance. Fine, inimitably fine, is the 


Texture of the Web; on which theſe ſhining Treaſure; 


What are the Laboillts 25 NY 
ie boaſted Commodities of Ls, Am. 
pared with h theſe curious Manuſactures of N. _ 7 Com- 
—_ with theſe, the moſt admired Chintſes ſſpſe their 
FEET even ſuperfine ee appear coarſt 25 
Canyaſs in their Preſence. 


Wuar a cheering Argument does our Saviour 2 


are Span 


from hence, to ſtrengthen our Afiance in God | He di- 


rects us to learn a Leſſon of Heaven; depending Faith, 
from every Bird, that wings the Air; and from even 
Flower, that in in the Field. If Provides with 


unremitted Care, ſupports thoſe inferior Creatures N and 


arrays theſe inſenſible Beings, with ſo much Splendor ; 
ſure ly, He will in no-wiſe with-hold, from his elect Chil- 
dren, © Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on.“ —Ye 
faithful Followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low Auri- 
ety, relating to needful Sufenaxce of Life, He that 
feeds the Ravens, from an inexhauſtible Magazine; He 
that paints the Plants, wich ſuch ſurpaſſing Elegance; 
provides f6 liberally, both for the ani. 
mal am vegetable Parts of His Creation; will not, cau- 


not, neglect His own. People. Fear not, little: Flock, ye 
peculiar Objects of Almighty Love t ic your Father's 


good Pleaſure, to give you A Kingdom . And If He freely 


gives you, an everlaſting Kingdom hereafter; i is it pol- 


| ible to ſuppoſe, that he will ny you any 5 Con- 


veniencies here f ? 


Oxz cannot PO Wa refleting, in this: Place, on the 
too prevailing W of Mn. fond and oftentatigus 
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of Dre! What an abject and miſtaken Ambition is 
this! How unworthy the Dignity of immortal, and the 
Wiſdom of ratioa! Beinigs | Eſpecially, fince theſe little 
productions of the Earth, have indiſputably the Pre- 
enden in ſuch re pov nerd o —60: clothe 


, Mi ll fm RE ORF aAIgy female Watrior, . 
by Virgil, He obſerves, that with all her other great Qualities, this 
lk Fubl mingled itſelf, Becauſe, as the Poet relates, an intempe- 
rate Fondneſs for à rich and ſplendid Suit of Armour, - betrayed her 
into Ruin. In this Circumſtance, our Critic diſcovers a Moral con- 
cealed ; this He admires, as 4 neat, 3 s e 
rilliog Paſſion. Spec. Vol. I. Ne 15, | 

1 would refer it to the judicious Reader, whether * is not a 

Beatty of the /ame Kind, but touched with a more maſterly Hand, in 
the of Deberah—Speakirig of Sifera' 5 Mother, the ſacred eucha- 
iſtic Ode repreſents Her, as anticipating, in her fond Fancy, the 
vigory of her Son; and indulging the following Soliloquy Have they - 
wt ped Have they not divided the Prey ? To Siſera a Prey of divers 
Colours; à Prey of divers Coleurs of Needle-work ; of divers Colours of 
Needle-vork um bath Sides; mect for the Necks of them that tale the Spoil ? 
be takes no Notice of the'Signal Service, which her Hero would do 
to his Country, by quelling ſo dangerous an Inſurrection. She never | 
refleſts on the pre/ent Acclamations, the future Advancement, and the 
ternal Renown, which are the Tribute uſually paid to a Conqueror's 
Merit. She can conceive, it ſeems, nothing greater, than to be clad 
in an embroidered Veſture i. and to trail along the Ground, a Robe of 
the richeſt Dyes. This is, in ber Imagination, the moſt lordly Spoil, 
He can win; the moſt ſtately. Trophy, He can ere, —lt is alſo ob- 
enable, how She dwells upon the trivial Circumſtance; reiterating it 
again and again. It has ſo charmed her ignoble Heart; ſo intirely 
engrofled her little Views ; that She can hu of nothing alle; ſteak of 
nothing elſe ; and can hardly ever 4% from the darling Topic —ls 
dot this a keen, "tho! delicately couched Cenſare, on that poor, con. 
temptible, groveling Taſte; which is enamoured with filken Fi 
ud makes the Attributes of a Butterfly, the Idol of its Affections ? 

How conſpicuous, is the elevated and magnificent Spirit of that ve- 
derable Mather in asl; when viewed in compariſon with the low, 
the deſpicable Turn of this Canaanitiſh Lady Such ſtrong and beau- 
bful Contrafts are, I think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking Excellencies * 
poetic Painting : and in no Book are they more frequently uſed, 
* with greater Life, than in the ſac. #4 Volumes of Aude 


pa 8 thyſelf 
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thyſelf with Purple, and fine Linen; trick thyſelf up in 
all the gay Attire, which the Shuttle or the Needle can 
_ furniſh; ah; know, to the Mortification of thy-Vanity 
that the native Elegance of a common Daily. *, ech. 
all this elaborate Finery. —Nay;, wert thou decked like 
ſome illuſtrious Princeſs, on her Coronation-day, in all 
the Splendor, of royal Apparel; couldſt thou equal even 
Solomon, in the Height of his Magnificence and Glory ; 
yet, would the meaneſt among the flowery Populace out- 
ſhine thee, Every diſcerning Eye, would give the Pre. 
ference, to theſe Beauties of the 1 Ground. Scorn then 
to borrow thy Recommendations, from à neat Diſpoſi 
tion of Threads, and a curious Arrangement of Co- 
lours. Aſſume a becoming Greatneſs of Temper. Let 
thy Endowments be of the immortal Kind. Study to 


be r within, Be clothed with Humility.” Wear 


the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit . To ay al 
in a Word; Put on. the Lokxd Jzsvs Cunlor 8: Let 
His Blood be ſprinkled upon thy Conſcience, and it ſhall 
be whiter than the Virgin Snows. Let His 1 
8 like a e Robe, adorn 3 inner . ; 


* Peddufal and danke in their aer Soil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 
Yet with confeſs'd Magnificence deride eh Grad 
Our mean Attire, and Impotence of Pride. Px10x, 


f Mr. Cavly, with his uſual Brilliancy of Imagination, Niles them 
| Stars of Barth. 5 
1 C darts tas afs 


| vewed und hoaveniy Mind; under the Similitude of a rich and com- 


plete Suit of Apparel ! I will greatly rejoice' in the LoD my Soul ſal 
be joyful in my Gow ; for be hath cloathed me with the Garments of Sal. 
vation; He hath covered me with a Robe of Righteouſneſt; as a Bride 
groom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as 4 YOu ee baſe 
n Ifa. Ixi. 10. ' | 
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thou ſhalt” be amiable; even in the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Eye of Go Let His bleſſed Spirit dwell in thy Heart; 
and, under His ſanctifying Operations, thou ſhalt be 
made Partaker of a Divine Nature, - 
Tatsz are real Excellencies; truly noble Accom- 


pliſnments theſe. In this Manner be arrayed, be beau- 


tified ; and thou wilt not find a Rival, in the Feathers 
of a Peacock, or the Foliation of a Tulip. Theſe will 
exalt thee,” far above the low Pretenſions of Lace and 


Embroidery. Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the 


beatific Preſence; and to take thy Scat among che An- 
gels of Light. 

WHAT an inchafiting guete is this! One can ſcarce 
be melancholy within the Atn oſo nere of Flowers. Such 


lively Hyes, and delicious Odours, not only addreſs 
themſelves agreeably to the Senſes ; but touch, with; a 


— OP the FOO Movements of the 


N the Hott Khir ) SOIT tt 4 
Vernal * Delight and Joy. Mir. B. V. 
How often have I felt them diſſipate the Gloom of 
Thought,” and transfuſe a ſudden Galety thro" the de- 


.*@7 Wal kak eee to MORALIZE this na 
« ral Pleaſure of the Soul, and to improve this wernal Deli bt 2 Mien 
« calls it, into a Chrifian Virtue. When we find ourſelves inſpired 
* with this pleaſing InftinR, this ſecrer Satisfaction and Complacency, 
« ariling from the Beauties of the Creation, let us conſider, to Whom 
« we fand i1debted for all theſe Entertainments of Senſe. ; and Who 
© it is, that thus opens, his Hand, and fills, the World with Gaod;— 
„Such an habitual Dif] poſiti of Mind co nſecrgter every Field — 
« Wood ; turns an ordinary ales a le 54 7 or Evening Sa 
and will improve thoſe Saen Gieams, which — Ararvren brighten 
up and refreſh the'Soul on ſuch Occaſions, into an inviolable and 
© perpetual. State of Bliſs and Happineſs.” 
wry Vol. V. Ne 39 
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jected Spirit | I cannot wonder, that Kings deſcend from | 
their Thrones, to walk amidſt blooming Ivory and Gold; 
or retite from the moſt ſumptuous Feaſt, to be/recreated 
with the more refined Sweets of the Garden. I anno 
wonder, that Queens forego, for a While, the Comp l- 
ments of a Nation, to receive the Tribute of the nf 
terre; or withdraw from all the Glitter of a Curt, to be 
attended with the more ſplendid Equipage of à Bed of 
* lowers.— But, if this be fo, pleaſing; what tranſpor:- 
Pleaſure muſt ariſe, from the Fruition of uncteated 
Excellency ! O!] what unknown Delight, to enter into 
thy immediate Preſence, moſt bleſſed Loxp GOD! To ſe 
Thee“, Thou King of Heaven, and Loxp of Glory, 
no longer © through a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face!” 
'+\ Fo have all thy Goodneſs, all thy Greatneſs, Thine be- 
fore us; and be made glad for ever with the brighteſ 
Diſcovery of thy Te” with the incffable J PT of 
thy Countenance ! - 

Tunis we cannot bear, in our preſent imperke&'S State, 
The Effulgence of unveiled? Divinity would Uazzle 2 
mortal Sight. Our feeble Faculties, would be ober- 

dmnbelmed with ſuch a Fulngſ of ſuperabundant Bliſs; and 


5h 

muſt lie oppreſſed, under ſuch an exceeding great, eter L 

nal eight of Glory.— But, when this Corruptible tat . 

put on Incorruption, the Powers of the Soul will be Fr 
DNF e $, a theſe earthly. Tabernacles, will 

e Felicity "of the Righttous, in the everlaſing Wl | 

* "rv. by this elegant and amiable Image; Thine Eyes ſhall fee the Kirg whit 

in his Beauty. Iſa. xxxiii. 17 —Milten touches we $5" pn 1g with WW mea 

ANY Elevation and Majeſty of ae 1 | guo 

dern ee ,, PETS 7,» gs — 

Higb i in Salvation, and the Climes of 1. 2 Ts 

255 MIL r. B. XI. v. 70). * 

"Words, which, like hs fery Car, almoſt tranſport our Affection u to d 


thoſe glorious Abodes. * 
55 be 


de 1 
3 — * 
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be transformed into the Likeneſs of Cungr's glorichs - 


Body. Then, tough © the Moon ſhall be confound- 


« ed) and the Sun aſhamed'®,” when the 'Lorpof-' 


Hoſts is revealed from Heaven; yet, ſnall his pct 

people be enabled to ſer Him as He in f. f 
Hur chen, my Withes, here be fixed.” Be this your 

determined and invariable Aim.— Here my We 

here give a Looſe to your Whole Ardour. Cry out, in 

the Language of luſpiration; ; This one Ibing bave Dae * 

fred” of the Lokp, 'which, with inceſſant Earneſtneſs, 7. 


will require" that I may divell in the celeſtial Houſe of the” 


LoxD;”all-tb+ Days of my future Life; Jo bebold the fn: 


* 


Beauty ef "tht Lon x, and to contemplate, with Won- 


der and Adoration—with unſpeakable and everlaſting 


Rapture—all the Arefibunes of the” n 


Codhesd.. . bas 


$0LOMON;- a moſt del Judge of lnmay | 
knowing how highly Mankind is charmed, with ' 


Nature, 
the fine Qualities of F lowers; has figured out the bleed 


Jesvs, that << faireſt among ten thouſand,” by heſe 
lovely Repreſentatives, He ſtiles him $ The Reſe 0 
Sharon, and The Lily of the Vallies | ;- like the firſt, full 


Mite. 5. \+ John fl 2. t ral. iI. 4. zen 


[NOK Maler ut Airis decori oft; ut <vitibus ws 8 rin. 


Ligue Roſæ campis, ut lilia vhllibus alba, 


Sic Cn RISTUS decus one fair — "x7 


I By the Lih of .the Vallies, 1 apprehend, is meant, not the Flower. 


which commonly paſſes under that Denomination, and is, comparatively 
mean j but che grand, majeſtic, Garden Lily; growing in a rich irri- 
guous Soil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample Manner, and arrives 
it the higheſt Perfection. The Circumſtance of the Vallies, added by 
the ſacred Writer, is ſignificant not of the Species, but of the P/ace.— 
This is by far the nobleſt Interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to 
the ſpiritual Senſe ; which intimates, That the bleſſed Jzs vs delights 
to dwell, by the Communications of his Spirit, in Þumb/x Hearts. — 
porn nawng Lilium Vallibus gaudens. 
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of Delights and communicable [Graces ;/ like NY laſt, 


exalted in Majeſty, and complete in Beauty. In that 


ſacred Paſtoral, he ranges the Creation; borrows its moſt - 


finiſhed Forms; and dips his Pencil in its choiceſt Dyes, 
to preſent us with a Sketch of the Amiableneſs of his 
Perſon. His Amiableneſs, who. is the Light of the 
World; the Glory of his Church; the only Hope, the 
ſovereign Conſolation of Sinners, and exalted, infinitely 
exalted, not onhy above the ſublimeſt Compariſon, 
but even © abave all Bleſſing and Praiſe.” May I alſo 
make the ſame heavenly Uſe, of all ſublunary Enjoy- 
ments]! Whatever is pleaſurable, or charming ow 
let it raiſe my Deſire to thoſe delectable Objects, which 
are abote. Which will yield, not partial, hut peiſect 
Felicity; not tranſient, but never ending, Satisfactibn 
and Joy. rs my Soul, let theſe Beauties in Mini- 
ture, always remind thee of that glorious Perl handy 

whom ** ets" all the Fulueſs of the EN LA C 
Let theſe little Emanation teach thee to thirlt after the 

eternal Fountain. Ol may the Creatures, be thy con- 
ſtant Clue to the Creator ! For this is a certain Truth, 
and deſerves thy frequent Recollection, demands thy 
moſt attentive Conſideration ; That the whole Compaß 


of finite Perfeign, is only a faint Ray,*, ſhot from that 


immenſe Source—is only a, ſmall Drop, W from 
Good. | "+ 


that inexhauſtible Ocean of all 


Wuar a ſurpriſing Variety is obſervable, De the 
- flowery Tribes ! How has the bountiful Hand of Pro- 
IK, e theſe niceſt Pieces of. ** ae 


r 
: 


1 —Thou 6rt'ft aboye all Heay' ns, 
La, Us inviſible, or diml ſeen 5 
theſe thy loweſt Works; yet theſe declare 
Ty be beyond Though and Pow'r divine, 
M. LT, Book V. 
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© FLOWER: GARDEN. "Lig 
hip! added the Charms of an endleſs Novelty, to al 
their other Perfectios [A conſtant Uniformity would 
ſon render the Entertainment tireſome, or inſipid; 
therefore, evety Species is formed on ſeparate Flag, 
and extibits fomething entirely new. The F aſhion 
fpreads not frotn Family to Family; but every one has 
a Moge' of is oyn, which is truly orig The moſt 
curſory e, perceiyes an apparent ifference, as well 
as a pech is P in the Airs and Habits, the Atti- 
_ "yg amis, Ms every diſtin Clas. 

ar their with a majeſtic Mien; 05 oo 
ok "like N ' Nobles, the whole Parterre. 
Others ſeem more moderate mn their Aims, and advance 
only to the Tiadle / Stations ; a Genius turned for He- 
rakdry, might term them, the Gentry of the Border. 
While others, free from” an aſpiring Views, creep un- 
ambitiouſly on the Ground, and look like the Commo- 
nalty of the Kind. Sbm arc itmerſecked with elegant 
or ſtudded wick radiant: Spors. Some affect to 
be gente lx potydeneu, or neatly fringed ; While others are 
plain in their Aſpect, unaffected in their Dreſs, and 
content to pleaſe with à naked Simplicity. Some affume 
the Monarch 's Purple; ſome look moſt becoming in tho 
Virgin's bite ; bur Black, doleful Black; his no Ad- 
mittance into the Wardrobe of Spring.” The Weeds of 
Mourning” would be à manifeſt decorum, when Na- 
ture holds an univerſal Neſtiväal. She would, now, in- 
ſpire none but delightful Ideas: and therefore always 
makes her Appearance, in ſome * amiable Suit.— Here, 
fands a "Warrior, clad with Crimſon ; there, fits a Ma- 
giſtrate, robed in Scarlet; and yonder, Bruts a pretty 
Fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his Plumes in the 
Rainbow, and glitters in all the gay Colours of that re- 
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ſplendent Arch. Some rife. into a curious Cup, or fal 
oo a ſet of beautiful Bells. Some ſpread themſelves in 
| felling Tuft, or croud into a delicious Cluſter. —l, 
S the predominant Stain, ſoftens by, the gentle 
Diminutiont; till it has even bag. away from. Bel The 
| Eye i is a Þ at the agreeable. Deluſfan and we Won. 
. der to find ourſelves inſenfibly decoycd, 1 5 * 112 
"ferent Loſtfe. In others, you, would the fine 
Tinges were emulous of Pre-emi incnce. c- 90 aining to 
"mingle, they. confront one anot er, with. he. Reſolution 
of Rivals, determined to diſpute ; the Piz 9 ag 
while each is improved, by, the. 0 into the 
| higheſt Vivacity of Complexi gt TO 1 T3198 
How manifold are thy. Warks. „% Logp !.Multiplied 
even to a Prodigy. Yet in Wi dom, 3 Wil 
dom, haſt thou wade them all, How Indmite che V. 
26% of, the Contrivance, and the Ersin of che Exec 
tion] Man, feeble Man, wich Difficulty;acconipliſhes « 
ſingle: Work. Hardly,, and; aſter mahy Efforts, does 
He arrive at a tolerable Imitatign, of ſome one Pro- 
duction of Nature. But che, Almighty Artiſt ſpoke 
Millions of Subſtances, into inſtantaneous. Being; dhe 
whole Collection wonderfully various, und each ludiyi- 
dual completely Perfect. —Repeated Experiments gene- 
rally, L might ſay, always. discover Errors or Detects, in 
aun happieſt. Inventions. Nas what! wins our Approba 
ion, at ti the preſent Hour, or in this particular Place, is 
very 3 5 in ſome remote: Period or ſome-diltant 
Clime, treated; with Contempt. Whereas, heſe fine 
Structures have pleaſed every, Taſte, in every Country, 
ſor almoſt tax ee N. 8 Nox OY t Fault 


241) vorapt'T « | — 
5 . Phat, eiv. * 1 


5s Eecleſ. i Hi. 14. 1 * that . Gov doth, it | fall be 
for ever; Nothing can be put to it, nor am thing taken from it. 


10 2 2 ole 25 


been 


| 


Nan _ 
£4 — 


SB S D. KS SN 


Oo CODER e. er 7 


— 


— Sn F N S 


n e 5 ö 227 


not any Room left 
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our Performances, the mere Mimdelyitticy ane fanned, 
the; more, imperfe# they, appear; . Mu regart 2: theſe 
delicage, ObjgQs,Q the more we Jearch-into their Proper- 
ties the more we are raviſhed with their Graces. They 
are are fe diſcloſe. freſh Strokes of the moſtumeſierly 
Skill; in Proportion to the Attention, with whaeli-chey 


25 mined. J 10 nN * 10 ently T 0 % 6 71 


Non is, the Simplicity.of the Operation leis aftoniſh» 
ing, than) the, Acauacy- of the Workmanſhip, hat the 
Infinicude..of; the Effects... Should you afk 3,75; Where, 
4 and what are. the Materials, which heautiſy the bloom 
«ing World? What rich Tinta; what ſplendid, Dyes ; 
« what Stores of ſhining Crayons.;; ſtand by the Heaven 
« ly. Limner; when} he paints the Robe off Nature s- 
'Tis anſwered, His powerful Pencil needs no: ſuch coſtiy 
Apparatus. N -lingle Principle; under His, conducting 
Hand, branches out into ar Immenfity of the weft 
yaried;) and:moſt finiſhed Forms. The Moifarezof the 
Earth, and, vf che .circumambjent Ait, paſſedi through 
proper Strainexs, and diſpoſed in 3 Range of, pellycid 
Tubes: This perſarms all che Wonders, and produces 
all che Beauties, of Vegetatian, This creeps long tr 
Fibres, of the low. ſpread Mols.;.,and: climbs.to, the very 
Tops of the lofty-waving Cedars. This, attracted by 
the Root, and circulating through. inviſible Canals;2 this 
burſts; into. Gems; expandg, itſelf into Leaves f and 
cloaths the Foreſt, with all its verdant Honours.— This 
one v, plain and ſimple, Cauſe gives Birth to all the 


Charms s. auch dock-the Tau, md N 


r Fear: 
9 When every fovera) Effect bs a 3 n Ciuſe, this 
gives no Pleaſure to the Spectator, as not 8 Contrivance. 
5 | *« But 


bxranbet, in all chef 
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Vea: This Subs, in the varly Hepatics ; and 

in che late advancing Poppy. This Helen! into Bloo 
ne dir vet Poppy," ll Me 
lesſen Gold, to oreatt a Coveiing for theQuiince."” Thi 


Gales ef our our Güfden; and 
 weeps odorous/ Gum, in- che Groves of n.80 
wonderful is: our. Creator n cue and Maarten f 
Workog! . CHN 20 07 HOW YL Bt 


In = Grove of Tulips or « Knot of Pf one per- 
exives'a Difference in almoſt every Individual. *Searce 
any two, are turned, and tindtured; cxatlly Hike. Each 


allows himſelf a little Patio e Ris Pre, efs, though | 


all belong to one Family: att vafibus, and 
yet the lame. — A pretty Fan ' of the Fmaller 
Differences. between Protein Chitftianis./ There arc 
Medes in Religion, which adimit of Variation, without 
Prejadiee'to ſound "Taith, or real Holine®s:- fut as the 


Praperyy2 on theſe- Pidttiges" of the Spring, may be 
formed aſter a Variety of Patterns, without 'blemiſhing 


their Beauty; or altering their Nature. Be it ſo then, 


chat in ſore Points" 6f Aae eee Comſeqtcie 
ſeveraF! of our Brethren | dient: pet, let Us all |live 
ainieably and (ociably together; for "ws Harmonize in 
Priniipats; though we vity in Paths Let us join in 
Converfation, and interminigle Ittterefts, diiſcover no 
Eſtrangement of Behavieur, and cheriſh no Ahenation 
of Affection. If any Strife ſubſiſts, let it be to follow 
bur Divine Maſter moſt cloſely; in Humiliy of Hear, 


iu ash ent , ien 


e But that Work is beheld wick Admiration and Delight, as the Re- 


| 9 * of derp Counſel, which' is corip/icated in its Parts, and yet fimp!: 


ies Operations. Where a great Variety of Effects are ſeen to ariſe 
« PE one > * * 8 0 e * 
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Thus ſhall w 
the lame 5 


one important ond of bracherly Love, though diſtin-- 
iſhed by ſome.ſuighter Peculiatinies of Sentiment. 
Brian Chriſtians, ; w pe: a 90y 


about a Form, ol 17 85 ax 
275 chere is no more ofſential. Diffcrenge f:. chan be- 
troy the ſame ind of 


en Flowers: which Plgon 

Secs but happen to de ſpmewhat, diverſified-in: the! 
Mixture of their Caloyg.wWhiereas,! if one denies the 
Divinity of ohr Loan J=5vs Canin, and degrades the 
acarnate Gop to the, of. à mere |Creature'; if 
aratber cries up the Worthineſs of human Works, and 
depreciates the alone-metitariousRighteonſhek of 25 
gorious Mediator; if 2 mird addrefies the "ico 

nicable Honour tu a finite Being and bows oth | 
Image; or prays to the Saint Theſe are Errors, e 

to the RrözzMR's Dignity; wn 


wy 


tremely derogatory 
not, a Jliele: prejudicial to the Comfort of tis People. 


Againſt theſe 40.remonſtrate ; againſt theſe to urge every 
Argument, and uſe every Diffuaſive ; beſpeaks not the 
calorious-Biget, but che | Friend of Truth, and the 
Lover of Mankind. Whereas, to ſtand neuter and 
lent, while ſuch Principles are propagated; would be 
in Inſtance of criminal Remiſſneſs, rather than of Chrif. 
tan Moderation. For the Perſons, we will not fail to 
maintain. a tender Compaſſion ; we will not case to put 
up earneſt - Interceſſions : we will alſo acknowledge and 
love, whatever is excellent and amiable in their Cha- 
racer. Yet, we dare not ſubſcribe their Creed: we can- 
rot remit our afſicuous, but kind Endeayours ; if by 

| 6 any 
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any Means we may recon chem > moe geen, 
Bezel, and a purer Worlhip'*. | RO 


-ANoTHER Circuniſtaice, reconim ET LY and endear. 
ing che flowery Creation, is the 25 Succeſſ on. - They 
make not their Appearance all at once, but in an 1 
y Rotation. While proper Number of theſe obliging 
Retainers are in waiting, the others abſcond; but hold 


themſelves in a Poſture 6 * ready” to take their 
Turn, and fill each his > Station, the Inſtant it 


becomes vacant.— The Snowdrop, Bienek of che lovely 
Train, breaks: her Way chifvugh'the frozen Soll, in 
onder to preſent her earhy Comphments to her Lord 
Preſſed in the Robe of the ſteps ft forth, fear- 
les: ob Danger z long before the Trees Habe wired to 
unfold. their Leaves; even While the Teicles are pendent 
on our Honſes.· Next, peeps out the'Cratir#3/ hut cau- 
tiouſly, and with an Air o Timidiry, She hears the 
howling-Blaſts, and- ſKulks cloſe to her lb Situation. 
Bae ſeems, to make large Excurſions from ber 


Rogt; While ſo many ruffian Winds ate abroad, and 


Feouring along the Ether Nor is the Nader laſt; in 

this ſhining/F.mbaſly;of the Tear. Whichg with; a l the 
Embcllſhments,, that; would grace a No Garden, 
condeſcends to line oun Hedges, and grow at the Feet 
of BBs. Ftely, and, without any Solicitation, he 


= 136738. bo 18 = 759 V. — 90 nat! 16 2% 


e former Editions, Lexpteſſed: mYſelf,20h this Point, ar- 
| wars arſoly. at N N Sentiments, were no 
other than ent abo e 1 e Son ek unguard- 


ed Intimations, nuũght too natu rally be led to 2 — 8 That the Au- 
| thoravows,and woult tür up, a Spirit of Peyſecution.”” But "this's 2 
Method of dealing with Oppenents in religious Doftrines which He 
* diſclaims, as abſurd ; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is ſor no Force, 
but that of rational Convidfion ; for no Conſtraint, but | that of affec- 
tionate Perſuaſion. ' Thus, if You Fables bi it r Yo. Come in, Luke 
abr] 23, ; 21046300. T Dow 306, © 
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bände the Bounty of her etiilfive Sweets: while her- 
ſelf, witk an exemplary Humility; retires from Sight; 
ſeeking rather to adminiſter Pleaſure; than to win Ad- 
miration ? Emblem, expreſſive Emblem, of thoſe 
which delight to bloom in Obſcutity: 

which extend à chearing Influence to Multitudes, who 
are ſcarce acquainted with the Source of their Com- 
forts! Motive, engaging Motive, to that ever-atfivc 
Beneficence ; which ſtays not for the Tmportunity of the 
Diſtreſſed, but anticipates their Suit, and prevents them 
with the Bleſſings of its Goodneſs The poor Polyan- 
thus, tliat lately adorned the Border with her 1 
Beauties; and, tranſplanted i into our Windows, gave us 
a' freſh Entertainment; is now no more. I ſaw her 
Complexion fade; I perceived her Breath decay; till at 
length ſhe expited;- and dropt into her Grave. Scarce 
have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but in comes the Auricula, 
and more than retrieves it. Arrayed the comes, in a 


Cryſtal, and Garments of the "moſt gloſly Sattin ; ex- 
haling Perfume, and powdered with Silver. A very 
dlnguithed Proceſſion this ! The favourite Care of the 
Floriſt !' Scarce one among them, but is dignified with 


a Character of Renown ; or has the Honour to repre- 


ſent; ſome celebrated Toaft. But theſe alſo, notwith- 
ſtanding their "illuſtrious Titles, have exhauſted their 
whole Stock of Fragrance, and are mingled with the 
meaneſt Duſt. Who could forbear grieving at their 
Departure, did not the Tulips begin to raiſe themſelves 


on their fine Wands, or ſtately Stalks? They fluſh the 


Parterre with one of the gayeſt Dreſſes, that blooming 
Nature wears. Did ever Beau or Belle make ſo gaudy 
an Ae in a e Suit ? As: one _ 


10 9 4357 (10 Prue ebe. | 
behold 


| ' 


ſplendid” Variety of amiable Forms; with an Eye of 


s REFLECTIONS: ON A 


behold the innocent Wantonneſs of Benuty. Here, ſhe 
indulges a Thouſand Freaks, and ſports herſelf in de 
moſt charming Diverſity of Colours. Yet, I ſhould 
wrong her, were I to call her a Cogwet ; becauſe, the 
plays her lovehy Changes, not to enkindle Aadlune Ac 
fections, but to diſplay her Creator's Glory. Soon ariſe, 
the Anemone ; incircled at the Bottom, with a ſpreading 
Robe: and rounded, at the Top, into a beautifül Dome. 
In its looſely- flowing Mantle, you may obſerve a noble 
Negligence; in its gently-bending. Tufts, the nicef 
Symmetry. 1 would term it, the fine Gentleman of the 
Garden; becauſe, it ſeems to have learnt the fingular 
Addref,. of uniting Simplicity with Refinement, of te 


conciling Art and Eaſe.—The- ſame Month has the 


Merit of producing the Ranwnculus., All bold and grace- 
ful, it expands the Riches of its Foliage ; and acquire, 
by Degrees, the lovelieſt Enamel in the World. A; 
Perſons. of intrinfic Worth, diſdain the ſuperficial Ar: 
of Recommendation, practiſed by Fops; ſo, this lordly 
Flower ſcorns to borrow any of its Excellence, from 
Powders and Eſſences. It needs no ſuch AttraCtives, 
to render it the Darling of the Curious ; being ſuff- 
ciently engaging from the Elegance of its Figure, the 
radiant Variety of its Tinges, and a certain ſupenor 
Dignity of Aſpe&t.——Methinks, Nature improves in - 
Operations. Her lateſt Strokes are moſt maſterly, 
crown the Collection, ſhe introduces the . 
Which captivates every Eye, with à noble Spread of 
Graces; and charmes another Senſe, with a Profuſion 
of exquiſite Odours. This ſingle Flower has centred 
in itſelf, the Perfections of all the preceding. The 
Moment it appears, it ſo commands our Attention, that 
we ſcarce regret the Abſence of the reſt. The Gilh- 
Sw, like a real Friend, attends you through all the 


Viciſſitudes and Alterations of the Seaſon. While 5 
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make a. tranſient Viſit, only, this; is rather an; Inhabi- | 
am, than a Gueſt. in, your, Garden ; adds. Fidelity 10 


Complaiſance. 

Ir is in Nin artempt a Catalogue. of theſe amiable 
Gais. I ane i Multiplicity, in their Charac- 
ters; yet an invariable Or „in their Apptoaches. Every 
Month,glmoſt: every Week, has its peculiat Ornaments ; 


not ſer viel An the Works of its Predecefſor, but 


forming, fill an ſtill executing ſome new De- 
ſign. SO Wich is the Far : Ed able 
cels, of Nature] 


Hanz, let me fland ante. to contemplate this Diſ- 
tribution of Flowers, through the ſeveral Periods of the 
Were they alf to bloſſom 8 there would 
A a promiſeuoys Wrong, and at once à total 
Privation, We ſhould ſcarce have an Opportunity, of 
adverting to the dainty Qualities of Half; and muſt ſoon 
loſe the agreeable Company of them All, But now, 
lince every Species has a ſeparate Poſt to occupy; and 
a diſtin&t Interval for appearing; we can take a leiſurely 
and minute Survey of each ſucceeding Set. We can 
view and review their Forms; enter into a more ifiti- 
mate Acquaintance with their charming Accompliſn- 
ments; and receive all thoſe pleaſing Services, which 
tbey are commiſſioned to yield. This remarkable Piece 
of Oeconomy, is productive of another very valuable 
Effect. It not only places, in a moſt advantageous 
Light, every particular Cab: but is alſo a ſure 
proviſionary Reſource, againſt the Frailty of the whole 
Nation. Or, to ſpeak more truly, it renders the flowery 
Tribes a Sort of * Immortal Cn For, * ſome 
CR, are _ 


* d nee Pragics of the r inge\ « who 
I for their Lifeguard, a Body of Troops, called er 
66 tal ; 
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are continually dropping; yet, by this = 
Borders, and 


are as continually riſing, to beautify 
prolong the Entertainment. 
Witar Coach is c, tw p vide Mt ts 
Gratifications for Mankind]! Roth to dert and ph 
ps „the fine REN To take bare, thatour Path 
be, in a Manner, inceſfaritly firewed with Mower: 
And what Wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe Inſenit). 
Beings, - know the preciſe” "for their coming 
forth! Inſomuch that no Actor on à Stage, can be more 
exact in performing his Part ; can ns a more regular 


s «XY 
: 


Entry, or a more Punctual Ex. Nu 


Wuo imboldens the Daffadil, to venture. abroad in 
Fo *braary.z and to truſt her flowering Gold, with ek 
ment and treacherous Skies? Who h the variou 
Tribes of Fruit- bearing Bloſſoms ; that vernal Suns, and 
a more genial Warmth, are fitteſt for. their delicate 
"Texture? Who teaches the Clove: to ſtay 3 till hott 
Beams are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy Richneſs into her 
Odours, and tincture her Complexion with the deepeſt 
e ?—Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful Troops, into 
ſuch orderly Bodies; retarding ſome and acceleratin 
others © Who has inſtructed them to file” off, with fk 
perfect Regularity ; ; 25 ſoon as the Duty of their reſpec- 
tive Station | is over? And, when one Detachment retires, 
Who gives the Signal, for another immediately to ad- 
dance? Who, but that merring Providence, which, 
from the higheſt Thrones of Angels, to the very loweſt 
Degrees of Exiſtence, 1 all W in * Number, 
2 Weight and Meaſure | 151 oy A 
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40 ©; becauſe it perpetually abäded: For as ſoon as any of the Men 
2 3 nn me in his , Ae Ix's Ancien 
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Tags, O my Soul, are tlie Re gülätions of that moſt 


atorable, that moſt Ulaefcene Being, who bowed the 


Heavens; came down to dwell on Earth; and united 
the Frail of thy mortal Nature, to all the Cherie of 
His ad. All the Honour of this admiratfte Eſta- 


bliſhment, belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Sa- 


viour. To. HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the V- 
geunce, Which thou haſt deſerved, and waſt doomed to 
ſuffer ; who fulfilled the Obedience, which thou waſt 
obliged, but unable, to perform; and who humbled 

himſelf ( ſtupendous, ineffable Loving-Kindneſs I) hum- 
bled Himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs.— 
He formic this vaſt Machine, and adjuſted its nice 
Dependencies... The Pillars, that ſupport it; the Em- 


. belkſhments, chat adorn it; and the Laws, that govern 


it; are the · Reſult of his unſearchable Counſels. O! 
the Heights of his Majeſty, and the Deprbs of his Abaſe- 


ments! 


Wirren ſhall we admire moſt, His eſſential Great, 
or His free Grace ? He created the exalted Seraph, that 


ſings in Glory; and every the minuteſt Inſect, that flut- 
ters in Air, or crawis in Duſt. He marks out a Path, 
for all thoſe Globes of Light, which travel the Circuit 
of the Skies; and diſdains not to rear the Violet from 
its lowly Bed, or to plait the Daiſy which dreſſes our 
Plains. So grund are his operations; yet ſo condeſcend- 
ing his Regards !—If Suminer, hke a ſparkling Bride, is 
brilliant and glorious in her Apparel; what is this, but 
a feeble Reflection of his. uncreated Eflulgence? If Au- 
tumn, like a munificent Hoſty opens her Stores, and 
gives us all Things richly to enjoy; what is this but a 
little Taſte of his inexhauſtible Liberality ? If Thunders 
roar, you. hear the Sound of his Trumpet: If Light- 
dings gate, you fee the Launching of ke his glittering 
Pear If « the perpetual Hills be ſcattered, and the 

K c everlaſt« 
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\<. everlaſting Mountains bowed, you behold.a Doſpiay 
No, ſays che Prophet, Se Ii have et, * The Hiding 
« of his Power. So immenſe is His P 'ower ; o uncon- 
troulable and inconceivable; that all theſe SAP. Works 
"are but a Sketch, in . more is e chan dif 
. 
Tuvs, 1 think, we ſhould Aae ew the viſit 
Syſtem ; with an Evangelical Tele eſcope, (if I, may be al- 
lowed the Expreſſion,) and with an Evangelical Micr. 
cope. Regarding Cnnisr Issus, as the great Projec- 
tor and Kae 1 who planned, and executed, the 


* p «l 1 1 


Hab. ili. 4. | Nothin „„ 
the Imagery oft this whole Chapter ; and upon the Foot of our Interpre- 
tation, nothing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the 
Sentiment of this Clauſe. Other Senſes uf the Paſſhge,'Lacknowledye, 


may be aſſigned: with equal Propriety. But none; I think, can be 


_ imagined fo majefic and ſublime. As the Original will fairly. admit of 


it; as it carries no Diſagreement with the Context; and expreſle 
moſt important, as well as undoubted Truth ; I hope, I may be per. 


mitted to uſe it, atleaſt my 90 fordwmedatanr— ſpecially, vi 
. ſuggeſts one of the fineſt 
© the viſible Productions of the Creator's Hand. When, ſtruck vith 
 Aftoniſhment, we conſider their Grandeur, Beauty, and conſummate 
. PerfeQtions ; let us, in Juſtice to thew Author, apply the exalted Re- 
- fleQtion of this ſacred Ode: In all thaſe is the Hiding, rather chan a 


0s imaginable ; wherewith to inſcribe al 


« adequate Diſplay, of bis matchleſs Power. Tho? they challenge our 
«« Praiſe, and ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion; yet are they by no mean he 


_ «© utmoſt Exertions, but rather ſome fighter Eſſays, of omnipotent 


« Skill.” Milian, relating the Overthrow of the fallen Angels, intro 


duced a grand Circumſtance, not muck unlike the preceding. Meſs, 


unaided and alone, had routed an innumerable Hoſt of apoſtate Spirit. 


| This was great and marvellous. Bur to create a-julter Idea of tie 
; — Conqueror, our Poet e adds; 


Yet half bis Strength he put wot forthe, 


T If» we forget to make the ſame Remark, whth we cometaplite Goo in 
lis Works; we mult neceſſarily form very ſcanty Conceptions of tht 


SUPREME BEING, before whom all Nations are as a Drop of a 


y 40 Decker. and are counyed as * fraall oy of the Balance.” 
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amazing;Scheme., Whatever is magnificent. or; valu- 
able; tremendous or amiable; ſhould ever be aſcribed 
to the, Redeemer. This, is the Chriſtian's, Natyral Phi- 
boophy.... With Regard to this Method. of conſidering 
the. Things that are ſeen; we have an inſpired Apoſtle, 

for our Preceptor and Precedent, Speaking of Cyzisr, 
He fays ; © Thou, Loxo, in the Beginning, haſt laid 
« the Foundation of the Earth ; and the Heavens are 
« the'Work of thy Hands. Did we carefully attend 
to this leading Principle, in all our Examinations of 


Nature / it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt powerful Means 


of enbinuling our Love, and * frengthening our Faith, 

Millions of noble Subſtances, 
vith me this tranſporting Reflection, The 
« Maker e * expired on a Croſs for me x” how 


nn 
. 


„The ae I obſerve, a to uſe this Method, of diſphy- 
ing the Henturs of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the Fairh of his 
10 le. The beloved Diſciple, teaching that moſt precious Doctrine, 
a Lamb flain to take away the Sins of che World ;” in order to 
Mohr the Safficiency of Cn x15 T's Sacrifice for this bleſſed Purpoſe, 
afirms, That Al! Things were made by Him : And without Him cut not 


ey thing, no, not ſo much as one ſingle being, made, John i. 3—$t. 


Paul, , preaching the ſame glad Tidings to the Coloſſians, and exprefily 


maintaining, That we have Redemption through his Blood; ſeems to 
forefee an Objection of this Kind. To expiate Tranſſ greſſons againſt 
« an infinite Majeſty, is à moſt prodigious Act. It muſt coſt vaftly 


more than any common Surety can pay, to redeem a ſinful World. 
„ What Reafop bave we to believe, that Ius us is equal to this mighty 


'& 1 P?. All nor Reaſon, replies the Apoſtle, from the 


is Perſon, For He is rhe Image of thi invifible Gov ; and 

21 20 Greatneſs of his Works, For by Him all Things were made. 
Conſider the Operations of his Hands, and you. cannot doubt the 
atoning Efficacy of his Death, Col. i. 15, 16. — The Author of the 
pille to the Hebrew; falls exactly into the ſame Train of arguing. 
Declaring , that Carts ns) has purged our Sins, by the Sacrifice 
is ample Ab ility for this tremendous Office, 

from His eſſential A Excollence, becauſe He is the Brightneſs of bis Fa- 
b Glery ; and from His admirable Works, becauſe He mad: the 
2 K 2 FVorladt, 


TR RES EFETIONS ON A 
8 ein 1 remain äny longer indifferent? ruft not dl 


coldeſt Heart, begin to e wich Gratitude? When 7 
ſurvey an Immenſity of the fineft Productions i imaging- 
dle; and remember, That the Author of them all, i; 
my Righteouſneſs and my Redemption; how can't 
« chooſe but RE the moſt NT Configence 1 in ſuch 
'# Mediator ! !- | 


Lear me 8 more ee Ws 3 
Aer of every Particular, relating to theſe fine 


any the leaſt conceivable Alteration, would. very much 
impair their Perfection. Should you ſee, for Inſtance, 
the nice Diſpoſition of the Tulip, Antire fly abidad, 
diſorderly and irregular, like the flauuting Woodbine: 
Should the Jeflemine rear her diminutive Head, on thoſe 
grand Columns which fupport the Holltheck : Should 
© the erect and manly Aſpect of the Piony, hang down 
"with 4 penfive Air, like the flexile Bells of the Hi 
.cinth : Should that noble Plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes 
che Lily, be exchanged for the glittering Fringes, which 
the Pint; cr the gaudy Stains, which bedrop the 
is + Should thoſe ta tapering Pillars, which "ariſe" in the 
Middle of its Vaſe, and, tipt with golden Pendant, 
give ſuch a Luſtre to the ſurrounding Panels of Al:- 
baſter.— Should thoſe ſink and diſappear, lite the Chives 

© which cover the Heart of the Anemone In many of 
a Sauen Te 'not. the Rh) Wann 


e and e of 4 1 the Wind, of bis Power, - Heb. i. 2,3. 
| _—Which Truth, as it is ſo important in itſelf; of ſuch Aignal Comfort 
te Chriſtians; and fo particularly ĩnſiſted on, by the inſpired Writers; 
1 Kees 1 ſhall peed. no Apology, for an Attempt to illuſtrate and en- 

rce 22 in a Kind of Chat Phe upon ee. annexed: to 
MEA ections. e { wan bun z CW 4 
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Colonies planted. in the Parterre. With ſuch Accu- 
racy and Correctneſs, is their Stncture finiſhed; - that * 
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this Circumſtance is ſettled, Lo 72 Hi nga 


nd Precaution. What weak beben of the Say if, 
in very ſtofthy Weather, he Thowld fäiſe a Tofty: Mat, 
11 8 it Kick al is Camvafs! Such would be the 
Effect; if the moſt ſtately Species of Flowers, ſhould! 
to come #broad, in the bluſte Months. 

Anf owe ound they rue the imprudent 'Boldneſs'} 
Therefore/thoſe On CC Stems; and 
dphy the Mallet Spread of Leaves, er (if you plea); 
ary the Kalt Fall, are laumched amidſt che 


e ie. would the'Perfemer ACN 
d e 


Hi finefl Eſſences ande them to 

he Notthefn Winds, or Wintry Rains Our Mod 

Sha of the aromatic Profeſſion, at eaſt the moſt de 
care imong them, Pererh aware ef the ConI 

ſequences of ſuch A Procedure. Abcörtingiy, the, 

poſtpone! the Opening of their odoriſerous Treaſdres 

jt a' ſereher' Air, and; e HER Skies, 

| . N E Don 18 Toſs: 4 ro- 

510 Du. | Vid 

ry poetical Ws! addreſſes to 4 
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Filia cali. 


Child of the 5 1 charming Roſe, 
No longer in Conſinement lie; 


A 94 p TA "'F 4 Ct : Al D 34.4 4 "7 0 7 


REFLECTIONS ON A 
3 . 10 ah ON | 
Re _ wiheir amiable Trae: AS ur 


no more Apprebe ons, of 
wo ie Mels,“ or Sod inn vi. 
Ira um gur , |; 
ufeigned: Reſignation, to he Diſpoſals of Prov 
ante Tod aften- are our diſfatisfied Thoughts apt to 
find Fault with Divine Diſpenſations. : We tacitly ar. 
raign our Maker's Conduct, r queſtion His: Kindgel 
with to durſelyes. We faney on Lot, Not & 
mn — —95 or our Condition, note ſc hap- 
ply: eircumſtanced ;- as if we | had; bern plated in ſome 
other Station of Liſe.— Rut. let us | behold; this / enqi- 
Htely: nice Regulation of the minute#. Plants i ang 
albamed of our. repining Folly, Could. any, Fil 
Ir. Compoſition,; be altered M or one Line in nei 
eatarcs:be;rranſpoſed ; without clouding ſome; of thei 
Beauties Could, any; Fold in, their e 
wied ; ¹νν¹ Link in their Prge sy, ;Snecefiion, be 
broken; without iniuring ſome delicate Property? And 
dre noe Allleeing Eye, which preferyes.Jo, exat 


axmony, among theſe pretty Toys ! maintain 2 
watchful ; Fend over His rational Creatures ? Does He 
chose thEpropertett” Sexton, for tHe Cowdip"ts an, 
and drink the Deus? And Fad He Neglect the Ca 
cerns, or 1 7 the. Conveniences, of His Sons and MY 
Daughters? He, wha has, ſo completely diſpoſed, what- WM  - 
ever . to the vegetable economy ; that tie 

l | Hub 

The Rains are. gebe z che Storms are o'er 3 99 4 

Winter tetixes to make thee Way: 2 

Come then, thou ſweetly: binding Flower. 
Comes Jovely Stranger, come away. 
The Saws drefs'd in beaming Selen, > 

To give thy Beauties to the Day: e 

Young Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt 'Gales, 
To fan thy Boſom, as they plax. 
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teat Diminution or Addition, would certainly hurt the 
ſniſhed Scheme; does, without all Peradventure, pre- 
de, Ee Attention, over the * 


och. 4 SIT 3; n Y 30.567 


*s;. Yew that 
the e 1 iciny of oa i dar not over; 
» thee. hy . Saviour 15 given me Authority . 
it 10U At of Ys) 71 972 Value, in the, Eſti 
of Ottigipo the Herbage of the Fi cl 
240 15 ſacred of 1 Sickneſe | for thy Portion 
never dare to imagine, * That uninterrupted opted Healch out 
be more ativaritageous, If He | leaſes t to with-hold 10 
uke away; Chir; never . cnc, T 15 
a otheks 3s Hlaſted? becauſe thy of an m- 
Few Art diſappointed. HE, has marthals all 
he 80 Fial '#hd ſo accurately atranges every the 
meaneſt Species of Herbs; HE orders all the Peculiari- 
a RT i thy; Shae, withe e "ns. 
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ever. Bom thy Head, therefore, in humble Aoquie. 
ſcence. Reſt ſatib ird, That wberrod: i, by 1 * 


| if 


——_ of Heaven “, is right, is beſt. 

7 Ni e del hi that 
Day y, tifis of Flowers t 3 Ag Macy defi 
for Man. Nan has the 7 eh a 
conferred NY 8 e Chaiter. Sc 
85 Toe Tas ſe. "hte 
Wo: 19 05 1 Glory 0 f the 


do Wenders. 
3 wing EP nth 1115 ag 
their a 10 The 
upon the p - 


hou upon en Sweets. pon they, _ e 


rng K 5e Bis e hio 11H z edi H Jo 2v29ge, enge; 

| e WW harewds i, PR Mi Eine derten he Widen, 1 
cling to the Limitation ſuggeſted above, he fpeaks a moſt undeniable 
and glorious 'Ffuth. But if that great Poet includes whateyer comes 
to paſs, through the wild and W Me ears eto dureh 10 
thinking Perſon, at leaſt tio OhtifBiaft} can accede td Nis Opinion... 
What Gov orders, is we, beyond aft *Polnbyiry bf Qorretion ; and 
$992, above all that we can aſk vr think! ' His Debrdes, are the Reful 
ol infinite Diſcernmegt,; and bis Difpenſations;. the, Iſſues of unbound- 
, ed Benevolence. "Br Man, fallen Man, is hurrięd away, py his Luſt, 
into a thouſand Irregulgrities; Nhich gre deplorably evil n bempelves 


and attended with Conſequences, manifeſtly periiicious th Steiety. Lei 
the Sentiment, therefore, be reſtraĩued to the Diſpo ſals af Heaven, 


and I moſt readily ſubſeribe iti But if it be edel td e Conduct 
of Men, and the Effects of their Folly; 1 ot 
enter my Proteſt againſt it. For; wikttever Kiniffes the Divine Indiy- 
nation—is Cauſe of final Ruin to the Kathor—35 Arily bidden by 
Gov's holy Word--3s contrary to the whole, Deſign, of revealed 
Will, and he very Revatke of his Mat TIN cannat 
poſſibly be right. This, is moſt undoubtedly ids” | Qwgipotence 
indeed, can over-rule it, and educe e the very No- 
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| Purkmgct:of this ofigital: Intention, they? have Always 
paid'thbir-Court:to: the Human Race; they ſtill ſeem 
particularly: ſalieitaus of recommendiag themſelves 10 
our Rigid; The fineſt of each Species croud about 
our;Hibitations;: and lar rarely do be ſten, at a Diſ- 
tance frwour Abodes-icDhey thriue under our culti- 
vating: Handl and: obſerying Eye; but degenerate, and 
pine away, if uhregarded by tho Lord. To win his 
Attantian and deck his Netreats they hide their De- 
ſormities runder Ground: and diſplay nothing but ;the 
maſt gracgfial Forms and engugtig Colours. de his Sight, 
Ho merit a farther Degret of ius Eſteem, the Genc. 
—— diſpenſe a ſdelightſul i Perſumc. What n 
obliging they r rve their m EUA 
tions, 420% embalm his Morning and Eyenisg Walks f. 
Becel ki al chat 8 00 HautsaErecfeat 
hicmſelſ among their blbaming Ranks,; therefore, at thoſe 
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breathe aut their choiceſt Spirits, Ms ob mom 29 Js 62040 
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1 Nurfery of Devotion. By Virtue of this exalted Prin- 
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e ee | Which muſt certainy weaken 2 
indeed ſlacken the Ties, to the moſt adori 
nd, we may juſtly add; Ne 
Scheme, in Fa, vue. Por, net to mention whit might be — 
from the ſure Word of Revelation, this one Argument appears ſuffici- 


in the pureſt Azure 


endy concluſive. The World began with Man; the World' muſt ceaſe 


with Man ;- conſequently, the grand Uſe, the principal End of the 
World, is, to ſubſerve the Intereſt of Man. It is on all Sides 
That the Edifice was erected, when Man was to be furniſhed with an 
Habjtation z and that it will be demoliſhed, when Man has no farther 
Need of its Accommodatians.. When he enters into the Houſe not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, * the Earth, and all the 
« Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. From which it ſeems a 
very obvious and fair Deduction, That Man i is the final Cauſe of this 


r Creation, 


80 that 1 think my Readers and myſelf, eilte (not to . on 


the Principles of Gratitude, 0b/iged) to uſe thoſe lovely Lines of our 
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e lighten hr Paths: —Wher 
4 Night approaches; the Noon takes up the friendly Of. 
fice; and the Stars are kindled in twinkling Myriad, 


to cheat the Darkneſs with their milder Lyſtre, not dif. 
Far Ba e e rn Glare. The Cloud, 
beſides the ri l around the Heavens 
act the Part n; and defend us, by 
their ſeaſonable — from the ſcorching Beam 
of Summer. May we notſalſo regard them, as the 
great Watering- pots of the Globe? Wilüch, wafted 0n 
the Wings of the Wind, diſpenſe their Moiſture ®,evenj 

through the univerſal Garden; and fructify, with thei 
Showers, whatever our Hand plants, The Fiald ar 
our exhauſtleſs Granary.— The Ocean is our vaſt Reſer- 
voir. The Animals ſpend their Strength, to diſpatch our 
Buſineſs; reſign their Cloathing, to repleniſh our Ward- 
: robes and nan, 


A 


| «This GirtemNRance: amal Abaridance of biker delicate ande 
hing Remarks upon the Wonders of Nature, is finely touched in the 
| Poboptical Tranſa#ions recorded in the Book of Fob, Chap. xxxvii, 
ver. 25. - mn pews 1352-0 Who bath divided a Water-courſe for tir 
| Overflewing of Waters ?—The Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with 
- Senſe, that no Tranflation can do it Juſtice. The following Parepbrej/ 
perhaps, ps {nr principal Ideas comprehended in the expreſ 
© five Ori — Who has branched out, and with admirable Judgment, 
Aided a : Variety of AqueduFs; for that immenſe Collection of Water, 
which float in the Sky ? Who difributes thoſe pendulous Floods, through 
All che Borders of the Earth? Diftributes them, not in dreadful Cau- 
ras, or or promiſcugus Gluts of Rain ; but in kindly Drops, and refreſt 
ing Showers ; with as much'Regularity and Occonemy, as if they wer 
re by Pipes from a Conduit To w 10M ſhall we aſcribe thi 
Niceneſs of Contrivance, which 'now--emits,. now reſtrains then: 
ſometimes drives their humid Train to one Place, ſometimes to an- 
ther: diſpenſes them to ti Soil in N to chat in x Commi- 
nications: and, 1 in Word, ſo manages che mighiy , - wy 
Spot is ſupplies, in exact Proportion to its Mantꝭ ; none 1 
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Tables pmol eee ee ge 
veniencies;. every: Segſon ere e choĩceſt Prody 
tions 3, all 46. 2h Carerer.——And,, which, is a moſt 
commendation of theſe Favours, they are 
as they are uſctul, You obſerve nothing 
mean.ovjpelegant. All is.dad in Beauty's faireſt Robe®, 
and fgulated by Propertiop's niceſt Rule. The, whale 
Scene, exhibits- a Fund of Pleaſures ta the Imagi 
tian, at the ſame Time, chunt it aß chan applies all 
our Wants . 15 
Tuxxkron thou art inexcu/able, 0 Man, whoboever 
thou art, that rebelleft againſt thy Maker, He ſurrounds 
ee and follows thee, with 
ſion of the richeſt, nobleſt Giſts. He courts'thy 
Aﬀections z. He ſolicits thy Gratitude ; by Liberalities 
which are never intermitted, by a Bounty which knows 
no Limits—Moſt Bleſſed Lon d, let this thy Goodneſs, 
thy unwearied Goodneſs, lead us to Repentance. Nu 
us to thyſelf, Thou Fountain of Felicity, by cheſe ſweet 
Inducements.. - Draty us to our Duty, Thou God of 


our Salvation, by theſe © Cords of Love.. 


Wrar a living Picture is Here, of the bengfeiel El 
ſects of 'nduftry ! By Induſtry and Cultivation,”this neat 
Spot is an Image of Eden. Here, is all that can enter- 
dene Eye, wy regale the AS enn * 


Nene; it was from ſach * EAN Aue Gb 2 
critical and refined Judges of Things, — IG 1 
a Word, which ſignifies Braut. 

1 a Thoſe ſeveral living C res, hich are, made * our Ser- 
* yice ot Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either Aha oy with their 

Muſic, furniſ us with Game, or raiſe Tr in us by the 
1 * Delightfulneſs of their — - Fountains, Lakes, an Nevers, 


out 
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ut Cultivarion, this ſweet Garden hit been 4 defoltr 
"Wilderneſs. Vile Thifttes had made'it heh 
| angling Briars inaccefſible.- Wir, 
mii have been a Neſt for 
Haunt of venomous Cieatures. ' But, 
. Phunin{knife in the Hand of Thduſtry, have pron 
ir ines A Soft of Terreſtrial PatadiſeGQv. + by 
oh naturally does this lead our Cortemflaion, to 
the Advincages which flow from a viftuous Educatin: 
and the Miſeries, which enſue from the * Negleet of it! 
he Mind, without catly Inſtruction, will, in all Pro 
- babllity, become like the Vineyard of the Shi 
F leſt to the Propenſities of its own depravelſ 
what can we expect, but the moſt luxuriant G 
unruly Appetites; which, in Time, will break forth inte 
at Mika of ſcandalous Irregulari ties? "What ?—bu 
- that ger, like's prickly *Fhorn, arm the Temper wit 
an untractable Moroſrneſs: Peeviſhne]s, like 'a ſtinging 
_  Nettfe, render the Converſation irkfome'and forbidding: 
Adurice, ike ſome. choaking Weed," teach the Finger 
to gripe, and the Hands to oppreſs: Revenge, like ſome 
pPoiſonous Plant, replete with baneful Juioes, rankle in 
the Hreaſt, and meditate Miſchief to its Neighbou: 
While unbridled Zufts, like Swarms of noiſome Inſectz, 
- taint each riſing. Thought; and render c every Imag- 
* nation of the Heart, only evil continually.” —Such, 
are the uſual Produsts of ſavage Naa och, de 
Furniture of the uncultivated Soul! | 

_ Waznzas, let the Mind be — — the. « Nur 
c ture and, Admonition of the LogÞ :* Let holy Di 
. Let ſacred Inſtructions ſow it wit 
ene Let Sing Vigilance dreſs the riſing 
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Toots ; direct the young Ideas, how to ſpread; the way- 
ward Paſſions,' how to move.— Then, what à different 
State of the inner Man, will quickly take place Cha- 
rity will breuthe her Sweets, and Hope expand her Bloſ- 

foms + The prr/oral Virtues diſplay their Graces, a 
the, ſocial ones their Fruits“: The Sentiments become 
generolis 3 the Carriage endearing; the L bonne 
= uſeful Win 
Ol TruA＋ Bonne of Familite! and" Maſters of ty 
Ichools,, would witch,” with a conſcientious © Solitude, 
over the. Morals of their tender ! What Piry it 
is; that the advancing, Generation ſhould loſt. theſe in- 
ie ons, through any Supinciieſs in their 
Ser! with what Aſſiduity, the curious Flo- 
/if attends his little Nurſery | He viſits them eatly and 
late; furniſhes them with the propereſt Mould ; ſup- 

dir dem with Ealaunbie Moiſture, guards them from 
the Ravages of Inſects; ſcreens them from the Injuries 
of the Weather; matks their ſpringing obſerves 
them attentively, through their Whole P z and 


. This Tradaformation of he Heart, aud Renewal of the Life, are 

repreſented in Scriptore, by Similitudes very nearly allied to the Images 
uſed 5 by his fanctifying Spirit, wil male the Soul as a 
watered Garden, Under the Operation of this divine Principle, The 
Derr Hall rejoice, and bleſom as a Re. Wherever it exerts the re- 
ining and ennobling Energy, Infltad of the Thorn, ſball come up the 
irre; and, mftend of the — the Myrtle-tree, yan RAYS 12. - 
Ia. xxxv. 1. lv. 13. | 


+ 4 A tinerir affutſeere tanti ft ! "is 
lhe nar gt Bog + yas lunfer Aapipes, re dag # doc u got en ew? abet, 
Wa wap roav, taker & To w- AR1$STOT. 


The Principles we imbibe, and the Habits we contract, in our early 
Years, are not Matters of wall Memen;, but of the amg Conſapuence 
imaginable. They not only give a tranſient or ſuperficial Tinctuxe, to 
cur frf Appearance in Life ; but moſt commonly ſtamp the Form, of 
our whole mn. and even of our eternal State, ; 


L | never 
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never intermits his Anxiety, till he beholds them blom 
into full Perfe&tion.—And ſhall a Range of painted 
Leaves, which flouriſh To-day, and To-morrow fall to 
the Ground Shall theſe be tended, with more zealous 
8 than, the ld F FOR * an immortal 
Soul ! | 


rund i b Cultivation aloxe. It is the 
of the Almighty Huſbandman, which imparts Succeſs to 
ſuch Labours of Love. If Gop “ ſeal up the Bottles 
„ of Heaven,” and command the Clouds to with-hold 
their Fatneſs, the beſt manured Plot becomes a barren 
Deſart. And if HE reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly 
Benediction, all human Endeavours miſcarry ; the 12. 
tional Plantation languiſhes; our moſt pregnant Hopes, 
from Youths of the moſt promiſing Genius, prove abor- | 
tive. Their Root will be as Rottenneſs, and their Bloſſom. 
will go up as Duſt *.—Therefore, let Parents plant; let 
Tutors water; but let both look up to the Father _ 
rita, for the deſired Increaſe. 


On every Side, I eſpy ſeveral budding Flowers. As 
yet, they are like Bales of Cloth from the Packer! 
Warchouſe. Each is wrapt within a. ſtrong Encloſure, 
and- its Contents: are tied together by the firmeſt Ban- 
iages, So that all their Beauties lie concealed, and all 
their Sweets are locked up.—Jult ſuch is the niggardy 
Wretch ; whoſe Aims are = turned inward, and mean) 
terminated upon Himſelf. Who makes his own private 
Intereſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, the ſole Centre of his 
Deſigns, and the ſcanty Circumference of. his Actions. 


Exz long, the ſearching Beams will open theſe flken 
Folds, and draw them into a graceful Expanſion. Then, 
what a lovely Bluſh will glow in their Cheeks; and what 
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\ balmy Odour exhale from their Boſoms!=-So, when 
Divine Grace ſhines upon the Mind, even the Churt be- 
comes boumtiful. The Heart of Stone is taken away; and 
z Heart of F leſh, a Heart ſuſceptible of the Tet, 
moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is introduced in its Stead. 
0! how Ev ao the ſocial Affections dilate them 
clresz under ſo benign an Influence Juſt like theſe 
diſcloſing Gems, under the powerful Eye of Day. The 
tender Regards, are no longer confined to a ſingle Ob- 
jet; but extend themſelves into a generous Concern for 
Mankind, and ſhed liberal Refreſhments on all within. 
their Reach. 

Axlax then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe, with 
Healing under thy Wings; and transfuſe thy gentle, 
but penetrating Ray, through all our intelleftual Powers. 
large every arrow Diſpoſition, and fill us with a dH. 
five Benevolence. Make Room in our Breaſts for 
te whole human Race; and teach us to love all our 
fellow - creatures, for their amiable Creator's Sake. May 
we be pleaſed with their Excellencies, and rejoice in their 
Happineſs; but feel their Miſeries as our own, and, with 
a Brother's Sympathy, haſten to relieve them F 


DrspostD- = r Diſtances, I obſerve a Range of 
W They ſtand like Towers, aint | 


. The Nen deſeribing the charitable Temper, very beautifully 
ys; If thou draw wut thy Soul to the Hungry !—This, I think, may 
wt improperly be illuftrated by the Circumſtances obſerved above. 
The opening of thoſe Buds into a large and extenſive Spread, is a pretty 
"ourtrait of the Amplitude of a generous Heart; which cannot ſhut up its 
impaſſibn, or remain unconcerned at any human Calamity. The 
Freeteſs and Copiouſneſs, with which the expanded Flowers are con- 
mually pouring out their choiceſt Efſences, may repreſent the various 
ch of an unwearied Liberality ; together with thoſe endearing Words, 
d that cordial Affection, which embalm, as it were, a Gift; double 
b Value ; and conſtitute what the ſacred Penman ftiles, Drawing our 
viel, why pen Depromp/eris Animam fuam. Ia. lviii. 10. 
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the Wall of a fortified: City; or "riſe like lofty Spies, 
amidſt the Group of Houſes. They part, at the Top, 
into ſeveral penſile ſpiky Pods. From each of which, 
We ſhall Bod ſee a fine Figure diſplaying itſelf, rounded 
into a Form, which conſtitutes a perfect Cirele; ſpread 
wide open, into the moſt frank and communicative 
Air; and tinged with the Colour, nn is de peculiarly 
captivating to the Miſer's Eye, 

Bur the Properz. l. el admire, is its 'paMonate 
Fondues for the Sim. Wi the Evening Shades take 
place, the poor Flower 5s, and folds up its Leaves, 
It mourns all the long Night, and pines amidſt the 
Gloom, like ſome Groth Lover, baniſhed from the 
Object of his Affections. No ſponer does Providence 
open © the Eyelids of the Morning, but it meets 
and welcomes the returning Light; courts and careſſes 
it, all the Day; nor ever loſes Sight of the refulgen: 
Charmer, ſo long as he continues above the Horizon ! 
Inn the Morning, you may perceive it, preſenting « a 

golden Boſom to the Eaſt; at Noon it points -upward, 
to the middle Sky'; in the Evening follows the ſame 
attrabtive Influence to the Weſt © 

- SuxzLy, Nature is a Book, and every Page rich 
with ſacred Hints. To an attentive Mind, the Gardn 
ar Preacher ; and its blooming Tenants, are ſo many 

vely Sermons. What an engaging Pattern, and what an 
excellent Leffon, have we here So, let the Redeem- 
ed of the Lox look une Jesvs , and be conformed to 
their Beloved. Let us all be Heliotrepes (if I may ul 
the Expreffion) to the Sum of Righteouſneſs. Let ou 
Paſſions riſe and et 1 take this SOR or that; as hi 


* Ius W ay Radics tenetur, 
Vertitar ad Selem.— W. Ov1o- 
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purchaſed by his 
' unto,” JxSVS 3 mark his gracious Hand, managing the 
Scourge, or mingling the bitter Cup; attempering 


| Continuance ; 


ters, productive of real Good.—In every Infirmity and 
«Failing, look unto Jesus, thy merciful High- Prieſt; 
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Word, determines, as his holy Example guides. Let 
u be ſe accommodated, both to his commanding and 


"providential Will, as the Wax is turned to the imprinzgd 


Sal; or, as the Aſpect of this enamoured Flower, bo 


che ſplendid Star, which creates our Day. 


Iy every Enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian, Jock 
unto. Jesv$; receive i it as from his Love, and 
*.—In every Tribulation look 


| it to 
a proper es of Severity; adjuſting the Time of its 
and ready to make theſe feeming Diſaſ- 


leading tits atoning Blood, and making Interceſſion for 


Tranſꝑreſſors.—In evety Prayer look unto Ixsus, thy 


prevailing Advocate; recommending thy Devotions, and 
« hearing the Iniquity of thy holy Things f.”-——n every 
Temptation look unto Jesus, the Author of thy Strength, 


and Captain of thy Salvation; who alone is able to lift 
woe Hands which hang down, to invigorate the en- 


bled Knees, and make thee more than Conqueror 


over all thy Enemies. But eſpecially, when the Hoyr of 


thy Departure approaches; when © thy Fleſh and thy 
« Heart fail ;” when all the Springs of Life are irrepa- 


' ably breaking ; ; then look unto Jzsvs with a believing 
DEF t. ä expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at 


| ; N Woes, 


To raiſe us to his Throne; 
\ There's met' a Gift bis Hand beftows, | 
n Ks Hoare @ Gen.  Warrk 
t Exad. xxvili, 35. | ; 
5 Lau uno ME, and be ye ſaved, al the Bud of the Barth Ifa. 
_— bs 
01 2 0 4 


, 


10 te ToG ON A 


the Right-hand of Goo on purpoſe 't to ſbbsoch his Ped. 
ple, in this their laſt Extremity. Yes, my 'Chriſtan 
lend ; when thy Journey through Life is — Ha 
ci IR arrfobd on the very Verge of Mort 
thou art juſt launching out into the inviſible tes and 
- all before thee is vaſt Eternity; Then, O chen, de ſure 
to lock ſtedfaſtly* unto Jrsos ! © See by Faith the 
"*Logp's CET.“ View him, as the only Way *, 1. 
"the everlaſting Manſions ; a8 the only Door fn to the 
- Abodes of Blk. | | 
--,Yonvsz Tree, which faces the Son. has ſomething 
too remarkable, to paſs without Qbſeryation.—Like the 
fruitful, through feeble Vine, She brings forth a large 
Family of Branches: but, unable to ſuppart them her. 
. ſelf, commits them to the Tuition of a funny Wal. 
As yet the tender Twigs have ſcarce gemmed their fun 
- Bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate the well-known 
Productions; and picture to myſelf the Paſfion-Flewe, 
Which will, in due 1 Time, with a long and copious Suc- 
ceſſion, adorn the Boughs. g 
IuAVx read, in a Latin Author, of Flowers inſcribed 
with the Names of Kings g: but here is One, fer 2a 
; ed with the Marks of the bleeding Prince of Life. | 
read, in the inſpired Writings, of Apoſtolic Men; who 
bore- about in their Bodies; the Dying of the Lopo 
Jzsvs $: but, here is a blooming . Religioſo, that carries 
apparent Memorials of the ſame tremendous and fatal 
Cataſtrophe. Who would have expected to find ſuch a 
Tragedy of Woe, exhibited in a Collection of the moſt 


delicate Delights? Or to es Calvary's horrid Scene, 


* John xiv. 6. | + John x. g. 


2 Dic, quits interris inſeripti Mente Regen 
' Naſcantur Flores ?—— "Vine, 
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pourtrayed on the ſofteſt Ornaments of the Garden ?— 
b Nature then atuared by the noble Ambition, of 
paying  cammemorative Honours, to her agonizing . So- 
yereign ? Is. She -kindly officious to remind 
Mortals, of that Miracle of Mercy; which it is their 
Duty to contemplate, and their Happineſs naar 
r, is a :ſportive Imagination my Interpreter; and 

all the ſuppoſed Reſemblance, no more than the. preca · 
rious Gloſs of Fancy? Be it fo: yet even Fancy has 
her Merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in fuch 
Imagery, the crucified - Jz»vs. Nor ſhall I refuſe a 
villing Regard, to Imagination herſelf; when ſhe ęm - 
ploys her creative Powers, to revive the Senſę of ſuch 
unparalleled Love, 1 ar d 19.6 &- 
vine a Friend. 

Tar fpiral Tendril, Wannen e | 
Stalk ; is it a Repreſentation: of the Scourge, which 
laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted Fleſh; and inflicted . 
thoſe Stripes, by which our Souls are healed? Or, is it 
twiſted for the Cord, which bound his Hands in pain- 
ful and ignominious Confinement ; thoſe beneficent 
Hands, which were inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe 
the heavy Burdens, and to impart Bleſſings of every 
choice Kind ?——Bchold the Nailt, which were drenched 
in his ſacred Veins, and riveted his Feet to the accurſed 
Tree: thoſe beautiful Feet ®, which always went about 
doing Good; and travelled far and near, to ſpread the 
glad Tidings of everlaſting Salvation. —Sce the Hammer 
ponderous and inaſly, which drove the rugged Irons 
through the ſhivering Nerves ; and forced a Paſſage for 
thoſe dreadful} Wedges, between the diſlocated Bones. 
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and determined Aſpect, ſeem to promiſe ?* Alas ! whit 
8 all 1 Firmneſs, when deſtitute of Succours from 
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=View the Thorns, which aides our Royal Maſtey 
Brow, and ſhot their keen afflictive Points into his 
Head. O the Smart! the racking Smart! when, in. 
ſtead of the triumphal Laurel, or the odoriferous Gar- 
land, that pungent and ragged Wreath, was planted on 


the meek Mefſhah's Forehead !- When violent and bar- 


barous Blows of the ſtrong Eaſtern Cane b, ſtruck the 
prickly Crown, and fixed every Thorn deep in hi 
throbbing Temples f. There ftand the Diſciples, ranged 


in the green Impalement; and forming a Circle, round 


the 5 of their great Commander's Death, 
They appear like ſo many faithful Adhetents, who 


breathe a gallant Reſolution, either of defending their 


Lox to the laſt Extremity, or of dropping 


by his Side. But did they give ſuch Proofs of Zeal 


and Fidelity in their Conduct, as their ſteady Poſture, 


Dey took the Reed, 45 the ſacred Hiſtorian, and ſmote Him on th; 


Head: and fo, as it were, nailed down the Thorns into his Fore- 
head and Temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite Pain, as well 
as a great Effuſion of Blood.” Family Expoſitor, Val. II. Sect. 188, 

It is moſt probable, adds the fame. Judicious Critic, this was a Walk- 
* "pap which they put into his Hand as a Sceptre; for a Bly 
with a ſight Reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved a 
* Mention in a Detail of ſuch dreadful Sufferings.” _ | 


+ The Smart, attending this unparalleled Piece of Contempt and 


Barbarity, muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere : not only, on account of the 
many painful Punctures made in the Fleſh ; but principally, becauſe 
the Periefteum,an exquiſitely ſenſible Tegument of the Bones; lying, 


in thoſe Parts, very near the external Skin; muſt receive a Multitud! 


of terrible Wounds. The Anguifh of which, could not fail of being 

inflamed to an Exceſs of Rage, by the Continuance of ſo many thorny 
Lancets, in that extremely tender Membrane; which i in ſuch a Caſe, 

| — alive all y'es, | 1. "F 

Muft ſmart and agonize at ev'ry Pere. 
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above, but an expiring Yapour ? What is-evety Saint, 
if unſupported hy powerful Grace, but àn abandoned 
Traitor ?—Qbſerve the Glory, delineated in double Rays, 
grand with imperial Purple, and rich with =thereal 
Blue, But ah! how incapable are Threads, though 
n though dyed in Savws, 
or dipped in Heaven ; to diſplay the immaculate Excel- 
0 of his human, or the ine ffable Majeſty of his Di-, 
vine Nature Compared with theſe ſublime Perſections. 
of Colours, fades into an un. 
meaning Flatneſs ; the moſt charming Effects of Light 
and Shade, are not only mere Daubings, but an abſo- 
lute Blank. , 
'Auone all the Beauties, which ſhine in ſunny Robes, 


and ſip the Silver Dews ; this, I think, has the 1oblzf 


Import, if not the fineft Preſence. Were they all in Re- 
view, and -expect the Award of Superiority from my 
Deciſion; I ſhould not heſitate a Moment. Be the Pri 
aſſigned to this amiable Candidate; which has fo e 
nently diſtinguiſhed, and fo highly dignified herſelf by 
bearing ſuch a remarkable Reſemblance to « The righte- 

* ous Branch; The Plant of Renown “.“ While Others 
appoint it a Place in the Parterre; I would tranſplant 
the Paſſion-Flower, or rather transfer its ſacred Slenif- 
cancy, to my Heart. There let it bloom, both i in Sum- 
mer and in Winter ; bloom, in the moſt impreſſive Cha- 
racters, and with. an undecaying Luſtre. That Lalfo 
may wear wear on my very Soul, the Traces of Iu- 
MANUEL ; Pierced for my Sins, and bruiſed for my 
Tranſgreſſions, © That T alſo may be crucified with 
Cunisr I at leaſt in penitential Remorſe, and afftc- 


fionate Sympathy, That J may — tbe Fellowſhip of 
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bis Sufſoriwes ; and feel all my evil 0 wounded 
* his Agonics, mortified by his Death. 

THERE) is another Subject of the db Kingdom, 
„Ach, on Account of its very uncommon Qualities, 
demands my particular Notice, One, ſo Extremely 
'diffident in her Diſpoſition, and delicate in her Conſti. 
nion; that She dares not venture herſelf ahroad in the 
open Air: but is nurſed up in the Warmth of a Har. bed 
and ives cloiſtered in the Cells of a Green-bouſe. But 
"the moſt curious Peculiarity is, That of all her kin- 
red Species, ſhe alone partakes of perceptive Liſe; at 
feaſt advances neareſt to this more exalted State of Be. 
ing; and may be looked upon as the Link, which con- 
pects the animal and the vegetable World. 4 Stranger, 

ber Motions, would almoſt be induced to 
fuſpect; that ſhe is endued with ſome inferior Degrees 
of Conſciouſheſs and Caution. F or, if You offer to 
| handle this Senſitive Plant, ſhe immediately takes an 
Alarm; haſtily contracts her Fibres ; and, like a Perſon 
under Apprebenſions of Violence, withdrews from your 
Finger, in a Kind of precipitate Diſorder, Perhaps, the 
Beauty of her Aſpe& might be ſullied, or the Niceneſt 
of her Texture difcompoſed, by the human Touch. 
Therefore, like' a coy Virgin, the recedes from all un- 
| becoming Familiarities ; and will admit no ſuch impro- 
per, if not perniciqus, Freedoms. 
Wuarzvxs be the Cauſe of this unuſual Effect; 
ic ſuggeſts an inſtructiye Admopition to the Chriſtian. 
- Sugh. ſhoyld be our apprehenſive timorous Care, with 
Regard to Sin ; and all, even the moſt diſtant, Ap- 
proaches of Vice. Sp ſhould we avoid the very Ap- 
ce of Evil, and ftand aloof from every Occaſi 
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tempt; or ;f Opportunity beckon, with the Gain of I- 
oe u. be HO. O! turn from the gilded Snare ; 
touch nor the beauteous Bane ; but fly, fly with Haſte, 
fy without any Delay, from the bewitching Ruin.—Does 
Anger draw near with her lighted Toreh, to kindle the 
Flame of Reſentment in our Breaſts? Does Flattery ply 
our Ears, with her inchanting and intoxicating Whif. 
pers? Would Di/content lay her leaden Hand upon our 
Temper, and mould into our Minds her ſour Leayen ; 
in order to make Us # Buden to ourſelves, and un- 
amiable to Others? Inſtantly let us divert our Attention 
from the dangerous Objects ; and nor ſo much endeavour 
to antidote, as to ſhun; the moral Contagion. Let us 
revolve in our Meditations, that wonderful Meętuęſt of 
our diſtreſſed Maſter ; which, amjdſt the moſt abuſive 
and provoking Infults, maintained an uniform Tenour 
of unſhaken Serenity. Let us contemplate that prodi- 
gious Humiliation ; which brought Him, from an infinite 
Height above all Worlds, to make his Bed in the Duſt 
of Death, Let us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy Paſſions, 
with the Remembrance of that Chearfulneſ and Reſiqna- 
tion ; which rendered him, in the deepeſt Poverty, un- 
frignedly thankful; and, under the heavieſt Tribulations 
moſt ſubmiſſively patient, 


HarBovk not, on any Conhderatjon, the Betrayer 
of your Virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, to every be- 
guiling Solicitation. If it obtrude into the unguarded 
Heart; give it Entertainment, no, not for a Moment, 
To parley with the Enemy, is to open a Door for 
Deſtruction. Our Safety conſiſts in Flight: and, in 
this Caſe, Suſpicion is the trueſt Prudence; Fear, the 
greateſt Bravery Play not on the Brink of the Pre- 
cipice, Flutter not round the Edges of the Flame. 
Dally 1 not with the Stings of Death. But reject, with 
a becoming Mixture of Solicitude and Abhorrence, the 


very 
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very firſt Inſinuations of Iniquity: as cautiouſly, as the 

Jmarting Sore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt Hand; 2 
"conſtantly, as this jeclous Plant fecoils at the approach- 
ing Touch ?“. N 


Nor Liar ago, theſe- curious Production of the 

Jr un were ccr/e' and miſ-ſhapen Roots. Had ve 
opened the Earth, and beheld' them in their Seed, how 
uncouthi and contemptible had their Appearance been 
But now, they are the Hoaſt of Nature; the Delight 
olf the Sons of Men; finiſned Pattems for Enamelling 


and Embroidery ;; outſhining even the happieſt Strokes 
of the Pencil. They are age to bloom, but with a 


very inferior Luſtre: . in the richeſt Tapeſtries, and 


* The Prophet I, bib, m an aid and Uively Deſcription of the 
 epright Man, fays He thaketh bis Hands from holding of Bribes ; and, 
may add, fram practiſing any Kind of Iniquity. The Image, exceed 
_ Ingly beautiful, and equally expreflive, both illuſtrates and — 
the Doctrine of this whole Section. Sbaleib his Hands ; juſt as a Per. 
| fon would do, who happens to have burning Coal: fall into his Lap, or 

tome venomous Creature faſtening upon his Fleſh. In ſuch à Caſe, none 
. would'ſtand a Moment to conſider, or to debate with Himſelf the Ex- 
. pediency of the Thing. He would inſtantly fling off the pernicious 
Incumbrance ;, inſtantly endeavour, to diſengage Himſelf, from the 
; clinging Miſchief. 2 xxxili. 15. 
I have reprefentet Danger, of not extinguiſhing immediately 
the very fin Sparks of Temptation, in a Variety of Views. Becauſe a 
proper Behaviour, in this Conjuncture, is of ſach vaſt Importance to 
the Purity, the Safety, and the Comfort of our Minds,—Becauſe, | 
had the Reyal Moralift in my Eyes who, deterring his Pupils from the 
{ Path of the Wicked, cries; with an Air of deep Concern, and in the 
Language of r unity, Criess, Avoid it ; paſo not by it; turn 
- from it; and paſs aw ow ſtrongly is the Counſel „by being 
fo frequently repeat ; ſuch a remarkable Diverſity o conciſe and 
em yer forcible and preſſing Admonitions! Prev. iv. 1 5 
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moſt magnificent Silks. | Art newdl attempts to eum 

their incomparable Elegancies; but places all her Merit, 
in copying after theſe delicate Originals. Even thoſe; 
who glitter in Silver, or whoſe Cloathing is of - wrought 
Gold; are defirous to borrow additional Ornaments, 
from a Sprig of Jeſſamine, or a WW 
PE. 

Wnar à fine Idea may we pH. Da hence, of 
the Neſurrection of the Juſt, and the State of their re- 
animated Bodies! As the Roots even of our choiceſt 
Flowers, when depoſited: in the Ground, are e and 
ungraceful; but, when they ſpring up into blooming 
Life, are moſt elegant and ſplendid: ſo, the Fleſh of a 
Saint, when committed to the Duſt, alas! what is it ? 
A Heap of Corruption; a Maſs of -putrefying Clay. 
But, when it obeys the great ArchangePs Call, and 
ſtarts into a new Exiſtence ; what an aſtoniſhing Change 
enſues! What a moſt ennobling Improvement takes 
place !—That which was ſown in Meatugſe, is raiſed ig 
all the Vivacity of Power. That which was ſown in 
Deformity, is raiſed in the Bloom of celeſtial Beauty, 
Exalted, refined, and glorified, it will ine “ as the 
« Brightneſs of the Firmament, when it darts tho ini · 
mitable Blue, through the Fleeces—the r. S 
of ſome cleaving Cloud. 

Fzar not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not, at 
the appointed Time, to deſcend into the Tomb. Thy 
Soul thou mayeſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, 
who is Lorp of the unſcen World; * Who las the 
«Keys of Hell, and of Death.“ Moſt ſaſely mayeſt 
thou truſt thy better Part, in thoſe beneficent Hands, 
which were pierced, with Nails, and faſtened to the igno- 
minious Tree, for thy Salvation, With regard to chy 
earthly. Tabernacle, be not diſmayed. It is taken down; 
N be rebuile upon « diner Pa- in a more 
* 
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heavenly Form: / If i retires into the Shadow of Death, 
and lies immured in the Gloom of the Grave; It is only 
to return; from a ſhort Confinement; to endleſs Liberty, 
If it falls into Diſſolution, it is in order to riſe more 


Uluſtrious from its Ruins; and wear an infinitely brighter 
Face of Perfection, and of Glory. 


Havinc, now; made my Panegyric ; let me, next, 
take up a Lamentation, for theſe lovelieſt Productions of 
the notable World.—PFor, I foreſee their app 
Doom. Yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing Scenes 
vaniſh. Yet a little while, and all the Sweets of the 
breathing, all the Beauties of the blooming Spring; are 
no more. Every one of theſe amiable Forms, muſt be 
thriveled to Deformiry, and trodden to the Earth.— 
Significant Reſemblance this, of all created Beauty. 41] 
Fleſh it Grag; like the green Herbage; liable and prone 
to fade. Nay, all the Goodlineſs thereof, its fineſt Ac- 
compliſhments and what the World univerfally admires; 
is as the Flower of the Field ; which loſes its Gloſs; 
decays and periſhes, more ſpeedily than the Grafs it- 
ſelf —Behold then, ye brighteſt among the Daughters 
of Eve; behold yourſelves, in this Glaſs. See the 
Charms of your Perſon eclipſed, | by the Luſtre of theſe 
kttle Flowers; and the Frailty of your State repreſent- 
ed, f by their tranſient „ A Neuer may ſcorch 

thoſe 
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thoſe 1 75 Veins; a Conſumption may emaclate the 
ling Cheeks ; and a Load of unexpected Sorrows,. 
l thoſe lively Spirits. Or ſhould theſe Diſaſters, 
in Pity, ſpare the tender Frame; yet Age, inexorable 
2 will aſſuredly come at laſt; will 
wither all zhe fine F ane and blaſt every forightly 
Grace. | 


Tuxx, ye Fair, when thoſe ſparkling "Ne dark- 
encd,gand fink in their Orbs z when they are ro in 
Agonies, or ſwimming in Death; How will you fi 
the Affliction ? How will you repair the Los r—Apply 
your Thoughts to Religion, Attend to the One Thavg 
* Believe in, and imitate, ' the” bleſſed } uh 


8 8 Wies Snow: rsd, and robe the Fields | | 
In Winter's bright Array; 
- Touch'd by the Sun, the Luſtre fades, 
Aud weeps itſelf away. | 
When Spring appears ; when Yew blow, | 
And ſhed a rich Perfume ; r 
How ſoon the Fragrance breathes i its laſts 
How ſhorr-liv'd is the Bloom en of 


Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe 
. Hangs withering ere tis Noon; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift, 
But mourn the Pleaſure gone. 
With gliding Fire, an Evening Star 
Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 
Shook from the Sphere, it darts away, 
And, in an Inftant, dies. 


Such are the Charms, that fluſh the Check, 
And fparkle in the Eye: 
So, from the lovely finiſhed Form 
' . The tranſient Graces fly. 


To this the Seaſons, as they roll, 
Their Arteſtation bring : 
They warn the Fair; their ev'ry Round 
Confirms the Truth I fing. 
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Ther hall your Souls mount up to the Realms df 
pineſs ; when the well proportioned Clay, is 
with its mean Original. The Light of Go»'s Conte: 
nance wilt irradiate, wich matchleſs and -conflimmnians 
Perfection, all their exalted Faculties. Cleanſed ini 
em every Beg of Corraption, like ſons" unf 
Mirror, they will reflect the complete Image: of cer 
Creator's Holineſs.— O! that you would thus 

Minds, and prepare for the immortal State hen, 
1 ſhining among your Fellow- creatures on Earth; 
u ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the Throne of 

Then, from being the Sweeteners of our Lie 
Ant the Delight of our Eyes, here below; you ſhalt 
paſs, by an eaſy Tranſition, into Angels of Light; and 
become, © an everlaſting e the Joy: all 
c Generations.” 1 
| Ls; Ze flowery Nations, Ye tha all decay: Yew: 

der Lily, that looks like the Queen of the gay Crea- 
| _tion—See, how gracefully i it erects its majeſtic Head 

What an Air of Dignity and Grandeur ennobles its 
Aſpect! For elevated Mien, as well as for incompar- 
ble Luſtre, juſtly may it be preferred to the magnificent 
Monarch of the Eaſt “., But, all ſtately and charming 
as it is, it will hardly ſurvive, a few more Days, That 
unſpotted Whiteneſs, fnuſt quickly be tarniſhed ; and 
the ſnowy Form, defiled in the Diſt, 

As the Lily pleaſes, with the noble Simplicity of its 
Appearance; the Tulip is admired, for the Gaiety nd 
Multiplicity of its Colouts. Never was Cup, eithet 
painted, or enamelled, with ſuch a Profuſion of 1 
Its Tinges are fo glowing; its Contrafts fo ftrong ; and 
the Arrangement of them both, ſo elegant and artful! 
— Twas lately the Pride of the 7 and the reign- 


» Wat. vi. 9c 
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ug Ready of the dellghtful Segſon. As Exꝗuiſiteiy fine 
105 Rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranſient. It 
prend, fot 4 liccle Moment, its glittering Plymage ; but 
has, now, laid all its variegated and ſuperior Honours 
dom. " Thoſe radiant Stripes' are blended, alas! rudely 
blended with common Mould. 
Tb a graceful Shape, and blooming Complexion, the 
Roſe adde che moſt agrecable Perfume. Our 'Noftrils 
make it repeated Viſits, and are never weary of drink 
ing in its Sweets. A Fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich and 
reviving, tranſpires from its opening Tufts; that every 
ile; ane coves its Acquaintance. How have I ſeen even 
| the accompliſhed Chariſfa, for whom ſo many Voraries 
anguiſh, fondly carefling this little Flower! That love- 
ly Boſpm, Which is the Seat of Innocence and Virtue 
whaſe leaſt Excelleney it is, to rival the Delicacy of the 
pureſt Snows ; among a thouſand Charms of its own, 
thinles it poſſible to adopt another from the Damaſk 
Roſe-bud;>—Yet, even this univerſal Favourite muſt fail. 
ks native Balm cannot preſerve it from Putrefaction, 
Soon, ſdon, mult it reſign all thoſe endearing Qualiries ; 
III 00 its Stem, or dp de {piled to the 
Cround. 
Our could: with, merhinils, theſe moſt amiable of 
the inanimate Race, a longer Exiſtence : But in vain. 
They fade; almoſt as ſoon as they flouriſh. Within les 
than 4 Month, their-Glories are extinct. Let the Sun 
take a few more Journeys through the Sky ; then viſit 
this inchat Walk; and you will find nothing, but 
« wretched Wilderneſs of ragged or naked = ron 
But (my Soul exults in the Thought) the Garment of 
celeſtial- Glory, which ſhall ere long array the reanimated 
Body, will never wax old. The illuſtrious Robes of a 
baviour's conſummate © Righteouſneſs, which even now 
_ * — Spirit, are incorruptible and immor- 

M tal. 
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tal. No Moth can corrode their Texture ;.no.Num- 
ber of Ages fully their Brightnek.: The Light of Day 
may be quenched, and all the Stars fink; in Obſeuriy; 
but, the Honours of * Juſt, Men, made perſect, ar 
ſubject to no e Inextinguiſhable and un- 
fading, is the Luſtre of their CW n. n 

ES, mem Nations, L m, all diary. Min 
ter; like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible; Conqueror, that 
carries Fire apd:Sword, where: ever he advances : that 
demoliſhes . Towns; depopulates Countries; -{preads 
Slaughter and Deſolation, an every Side—80, zt f. 
will Winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting Blaſts, i in. 
vade this beautiful Proſpect. The Storms ate 
and the Tempeſts muſtering their Rage, to fall upon the 
V ble Kingdoms. They will ravage through' the 
eee eee 
waſte her Charms. Then, ye Trees, muſt ye ſtand ſtript 
of your verdant Apparel ;, and, ye Fields, be ſpoiled of 
your waving Treaſures. | Then the Earth, diſrobed of 
all her gay Attire, muſt ſit in Sables, like à diſconſolate 
Widow. The Sun too, who now rides in Triumph 
round che World, and ſcatters: Gaiety from his radiant 
Eye, will then look faintly from the Windows of the 
South; and, caſting a ſnhort Glance on our dejected 
World, will leave us to the uncomfortable Gloom of tedi: 
gus Nights.— Then, . theſe pretty Chori/ters of the iir, 
will chant no more to the gentle Gales. The Lark, the 
Linnet, and all the feathered, Songſters, abandon their 
Notes, and indulge their Woes. The Harmony of the 
Woods i is at an End; and Silence, (unleſs it be inter- 
Tupted by howling Winds) a ſullen Silence, ſits brood- 
Foo 
thouſand warbling Throats. 

Bor (ſweet RecolleQtion ! raviſhing Expectation !) 
the Songs of Cainti in Light, never "Jag a _ 
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Sadneſs:; All, Heaven will, reſound wich the Melody 

of. their Gratitude ; and all Eternity echo to their trium- 

phant Acclamations. The Hallalujabs of that World ;. 
and the harmonious Joy of its Inhabitants; will be. as. 

7 8055 as the Divine Perſections, they 5 eee 

then, Holy Love, and tune my Heart; deſcend, Celeſtial. 

Fire, and zouch my Tongue, that. I may, ſtand ready to 


trike up, and bear my Part, i in chat great e that 
everlaſting H Nan. 1 5 a 


ES ge, Ye flowery Nations, Ze muſt all 4 5 — 
And, indeed could you add the Strength of an Oak, or 
the Stability of a Pyramid , to all the Delicacy of your 
Texture; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would 
Ap Duration be. For I ſee, that all. Things come to an 

Lad. The Pillars of Nature are tottering. The Founda- 
tions of the round World are falling away. The Hea- 
« yens themſelves wax old like a Garment.” — But, amidſt 
theſe Views of general Ruin, Here is our Refuge; This. 
is out. ConlBlation ; We know, that our Redeemer livetb. 
11 A. bleſed Jv; ſhall n not Iowa From Ever- 
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. 1 r any eee in which the raxfive Nature, of 
theſe moſt dur durable Monuments of human Grandeur, is hinted with 
ſuch a modeſt Air of Inſtruction; or their hideous Ruin deſcribed, in 
ſacha Pomp of pleaſing Horror; as in a finall, bur Glenin, piftureſque, 

and majeſtic;Poem, intitled Tu x Ruins or Roms, written by the 
Rey. Mr. Dy AB,. Whom the Reader: (if he the Pleaſure of peru- 
ling that bend Piece) will eafily 3 Fo have taken his 
Dravghts from the Originals themſelves ; as nothing but the Sig of 
thoſe wiagnificent Remains, could have inſpired His Lines with ſuch 
Vivacity—As a Specimen of the Work, and a Confirmation of the Re. 
nark e above, I take Leave to tranſcribe the following Paſſage: 


. 211 71, Pilgrim oft, 2 . u i . +434 
At dead of Night, mid his Oreifts bo 8 
MW Voice of Time, diſparting Tow'rs, 
all precipitate dewn daſhed, | 
+, Raving ground, loud thund'ring to the Moon. 


M 2 laſting 
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lating to Everlaſting, Thou art (ill the fame 3 the fame 
moſt excellent atid adorable Perfon; the fame omnipo- 
tent and faithful Friend; the fame all-fufficierit and in- 
eſtimable Pottion. Ol may we but partake bf thy Me- 
rits ; be Janne r thy Grace; an received "into thy 
Glory — Then periſh, if ye will, all Eg Delights, 
Let 20 that AR i in the Skies, expire; and all that 
is amiable it Nature, be expuniged. | the whole Ex- 
tent of Creation, be turned again into bie undiftinguiſh- 
able Void ; one univerſal Mank. et, if Gop be bum, 
we ſhall have enough. If Gop be ours, we ſſiall have all, 
and abound *. All that our Circumſtances can ant, or 
our Wiſhes crave; to make ws inconceivably bleſſed and 
happy. Blended and happy, not only through this little 
Interval of Time, but through the nen Rn 
lutions of Eternity. - 


Tus. Fun is is, now, come bags in his Strengths and 
beats fiercely, upon my throbbing Pulſe. —Jet me re- 
tire, to yonder inviting Arbour. There, the Woodbines 
retain the lucid Prop; there, the Jeſſamines, which Ine 
the verdant Alcove, are ſtill impearled, and deliciouſly 
wer with Dews, —W elcome,'ye refreſhing rp — 
I feel, your, cheating Influence. My languid Spirits 
vive zuthe flackened': Sinews.are.new ſtrung: and 10 1 
boutids briſker, through all her crimſon Channels. 

Werte, on this moſſy Couch; and ſurtOthbded by 
this. fragrant: Coldncſs ;. let me rene my A 
the ever · preſent Deity. Here, let me remember, and 
imitate, the pions Auguſtine; and his Mother Monica. 
Who, being engaged in Diſcourſe-on the Beauties of the 
viſible Creation; roſe, us unn RY Glories 


* 


» His Hand an Ob a 
And bids IN nu nor feels ihe idle Whirt, 
"Night Thug, N- IV. 
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„A Zürperu gave the Hint for theſe Obſervations ; ſo He 


Fave Mari mag no, Ke. 
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ofthe impiſible; State;; Till they were inſpired wich the 
oſt Halking Scuſe, of their ſupereminent Excellency; and 
actuated with the moſt ardent Breathings; aſter their full 
Enjoyment... Joſomuchz/ chat they were almoſt rapt up 
into the Bliſs they contemplated; and ſcarce © knew whe 
der chf N Were in the Body, or out of the Body.“ 


"Wares Tonpels toſs the Ocean: when plaintive Sig- 
nals of Mm are heard from the bello wing Deep ; 
and melancholy Tokens of Shüipwreck, come floating 
on che Paming Surge ; then, how delightful to ſtand. 
ſaſe on Shore, and hug one) ſelf in conſcious Security ut. 
When à Glut of Waters, burſts from ſome mighty 
Torrent; "raſhes headlorig over all the neighbouring 
Plains; fyeeps away the helpleſs Cattle; and drives the 
affiighted Shepherd from his Hut: then, from the Top 


of a diſtant Eminenge, to deſcry the Danger, we need 


not fear; how pleaſin Such, methinks, is my Pre: 


ſent Situatiay. For, now, the Sun blazes from on high : 


The Air plows with his Fire: The Fields are rent with 


Chinks : Roads are ſcorched to Duſt: The Woods 


ſeem to A a ſickly Afpe&, and a ruſſet 20 | 
The Traveller, broiled as he rides, haftens to his 
and intermits his Journey: The Labourer, bathed 
Sweat, drops the Scythe, and geſiſts from his Work : 
The Cattle flee to fome ſhady Covert, or elſe pant and 
toſs under the burning Noon. Eren the ftubborn Rock, 

ſmit with the piercing Beams, is ready to cleave, All 


Things Jangui/h, beneath the dazzling Deluge Whike 4 


che Reaſon of the Pleaſure ſpecified: It ariſes, not from the Co 
ntion of Ano ber. Miſery ; this would argue the rankeſt — — 1 
but from the agreeable Centempintion af our own perſonal Safety. 
Which, while We view Circumſtanges, thas axe pernicious to Others, 
but harmleſs to Ourſelves, is not a little heightened by the Coptraſt, 


; RW ſhall 


_—— 


366 | xHrI ECIN 6 N A 


mall enjoy # coo] Hour, and calm Reflection; amidſt the 

Gloom of 'this- bowery Recs, WR ſcarce an one 

Speck of Sunſhine. ONE eee 
Tus, may both the milk! ad their 

dwell beneath the Defence of the oft" High," and 5 under 

the Shadow of 'th+ Almighty . Then; though f the Pg 

tilence walketh in Darkneſs, and the Sickngft deſtroyeth 
at Noon-dayi; though Thouſands fall beſide us, and ten 

- . Thouſands at our Right-hand; we need fear no Evil, 

Either, the deftroying Angel ſhall paſs over our Houſes; 

or cle, He ſhall diſpenſe; the Corrections of, a Priend, 

Hot the Scourges of an Enemy; which, inſtead of hun 

ing us, ſhall work far our Go0d.— Then, though Pre- 

Faneneſ and Infidelity, far more malignant Evils, breathe 

deadly Contagion, and taint the Morals of Multitudes 

around. us z yet, if the great Father of Spirits „ hide 
< us in the Hollow of his Hand,” we ſhall hold faſt our 

Integrity, and be faithful unto Death.  , 

„ © - 3 then, deareſt Lonxp, O! let thy Servant, and 
the People committed to; his Care, be received into thy 
Protection. Let us take Sanct under that Tree of 

Life, erected in thy cen ee Let us fy for 

Safety - to that..City of Refuge, opened in thy bleeding 

Wounds. Theſe ſhall: be a ſacred Hiding - place, not 
to be pierced by the Flames of Divine Wrath, or the 
- fiery Darts of Temptation, Thy dying Merits, and 
perfect Obedience, ſhall be to our Souls, as Rivers. of 
» Water i in a dry Place, or as the Shadow of a great Rock ir 
4 weary Land |. 
Bur moſt of all, in that /aft-tremendous Day, when 

the nerve are rent runder, and wrapped up like a 


£2 a a , oo ie re 


| . palm xi. 1. | 

14 eee when u very infe8tious and mortal Diftene 

ragedin the Neighbourhood. 
t If, n. 2, 

1 . Saul. 
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Scroll: when thy Almighty: Arin ſhall atreſt'the Sün in 
his Career, and daſh to Pieces che Structure o che 
Univerſe; when the Dead; both Small and Great, ſhall 
be gathe ered before the Throne of 'tiy Glory; and the 
Fates of all Mankind, hang on the very Point of a 
final irre verſible Decifion'—Then, bleſſed Jzsvs, let b 
us be owned by Thee, and we ſhall not be ghamed; 
defended"by Thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. - O'! 
may we, at that awful, chat unutterably importatit 
Juncture, be covered with the Wings of thy Reden 
ing Love; and we ſhall behold all the horrible Con- 
yulſions of expiring Nature, with Compoſure, with 
Comfort! We ſhall eyen welcome the Diſſolutiom of 
all Things as the m une * Ae 7 
„Lend. 0 6; "AER 
Taxxx are, 1 nn who ſtill ad the = 
and,” in Defiance of the Sun, ply their Work on every 
expanded Bloſſom. The Bers I mran. That Nation 
of Chymiſts! To whom Nature has commuinicatet the 
nte and valuable Secret, of enriching themſelves, with- 
out impoveriſhing others. Who extract the moſt 'deli- 
cious Syrup, from every fragrant Herb; ;/ without wound- 
ing its Subſtance, or-dimmiſhing its Odours.—I take 
the more Notice of theſe ingenious Operators; becauſe; 
would willingly* make them my Pattern f. While 
the Butterfly, Autters her painted Wings; and ſips a 
ittle fantaſtic Delight, only for the preſent Moment. 
While the gloomy Spider, worſe than idly buſied, is 
preparing his inſidious Nets for Deſtruction ;- or ſuck< 
ng Venom, even from the moſt wholeſome Plaritz— 


Acts iii. 19. 
1 — Ego n man, 
More modogue e 
Grata carpentis thyma. Hos. 
Mg This 
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Thus 1 Community, age wilcly employed in po. 
yiding for Furerityz, and collecting a copious, Stock of 
- the, moſt balmy Treaſures. And OI might cheſe Me 
into my Soul! Would ; the Gop, who 
ſuggeſted bby heaven e wouchſaſe to con. 
vert it, into an efabliſbed Principit i to determine. all my 
Intlnations, and regulate my;whole Conduct I I ſhould, 
then, gather Advantages from the ſame blooming Ob- 
ect; more precious than your,,golden Störes, ye in- 
duſtrious; Artiſts, I alſd ſhould, go. kame, laden with 
che richeſt Seects, and the nobleft Spoils 3, though I crop 
not.s Leak, dot il s inge Flower my om ag 


© Hurt f pehid, aſſembled in ove View, Und al 
the various Beatties, which have been ſeverally enter. 
taining my Imagination. The Yifas, ſtruck thiviigh an 
ancient Wood, or formed by Rows: of Fenerable Elms; 
conducting the Spectator's Obſervations, to ſome re- 
markable Odject .. or leading the Traveller's Footſteps, 
to chis delightful Seat The Mull, ehridhed with 
FEruit- trees, and faced wich a Covering of their leafy 
Extenſions ; I ſhould; rather have ſaid, hung with dif- 
ferent Pieces of Natwt's nobleſt Tapeſtry ;—The alli, 
neatly: ſhorn, and lined with Verdure; or finely ſmooth- 
ed, and coated with Gravel: The Aci, arched with 
Shades, to embower our Noon- ide Repoſe i or thrown 
open for the free Acceſſion of Air, to. invite us to our 
Evening Recreation: The decent Edgings of Bon, 
which incloſe, like @ plain Selvage, each beautiful Com- 
partment, and its ſplendid Figures Fhe ſhapely Ever. 
greens, and. flowering Shrubs 3, which ſtrike the Eye, and 
appear with peculiar Dignity, in this diſtant. Situation — 
The Baſon, with its cryſtal Fount, floating in the Centre; 
and diffuſing an agreeable Freſhneſs, through the Whole: 
—The Waters, * ow a remote Caſcade ; — 
gent 
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geatly . murmuring, ac they, Bow along the Pebbles; 


each; render the Wibale, 2 
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draw alide the Veil, but for one Mement ;. and. permit 
us to throw a ſingle Glance, on thoſe Divine Abodes ; 


how would all ſublunary Poſfefions, become tarnifhed 
in our Eyes, and grow flat upon our Tafte ! A Glimpſe, 


x tranſient Glimpſe of thoft unutterable Beati 
would captivate our Souls, and engrofs all their Facul- 


ties. Babm itſelf; after ſuch n Viſion, would appear 2 


chearleſs Deſart ; and all earthly Charms, intolerable 
Deformity. 

Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Thee, Thou City 
of Gop ®.. Volumes have been written, and thoſe by 
infpired Men, to diſplay the Wonders of thy Perſections. 
All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible Creation, 
has been called in.to aid our Conceptions, and elevate 
our Ideas. But, indeed, no Tongue can utter ; no Pen 
can, deſcribe ; no Fancy can imagine; What Gop, of 
his unbounded Munificence, has prepared for them that 
love Him. — Sęeing then, that all terreſtrial Things 
muſt come to a ſpeedy End; and there remaineth a 
Reſt, a bliſiful and everlaſting Reſt, for the People of 


#* Pfalm Ixxxvii. 2. 


God; 
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Go let ine never be too fondly attached, 06 an pre. 
Kent Fatisfactions. Weser ei vt er l temporal, 
may I maintain 4 e trnng nt for ſuch tran. 

nit long, long” effly,” "for the 
Manſions that are above; the Parüdiſe, „ which "the 
* Fond Hath planted,” and not Man p "Thither, may 
'T"#an{mir” the Chief of my ' Converſation ; and fi 
"tes pert the Whole of my nos. Be that th 
: acted, © powe werful Magnet, which. ever influences my 
Heat ever attracts” my Affections, f "There, are ſuck 


trahſcendent Glories, as Eye has Bt ſeen: There, are 


ſuch tranſpo rting Phalures, as Ear has not heard: 
There, "Aa Fulnefs of 1 4 the {ONO of 
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With Joy, with Grief, that Healing Hand I fee ; 
The Skies it form'd, and yet it bled for ne. 
Night-Thoughts, N* IV. . 
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duce in our Hearts an and an un- 
oped Fat 3. to St. Paul's Eſtimate, 
the higheſt and happieſt Artainment in the ſacred Sci- 
ace” of Chriſtianity 5. What follows, is an Attempt 
v aſſt the attentive Min, in learning a Line or two 
that beſt and greateſt Leſſon. It introduces the moſt 
enſpicuous Part of the viſible. Syſtem, as To many 
Prompters =p kay 5 Affections; each ſuggeſting a Bai, 
werd te the, important Occaſion, and ſuitable to its 
eſpective Character. 

Can there be a more powerful Incentive. to devout 


* than'tp confider the magnificent and Aehicace 


by . —— m 1 1 — % * * * . 
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* 3 . . | * 
Cuxusr, as the Creator ?—Every ObjeRt, viewed in udn 
Light, will ſurely adminiſter inceſſant Recruits, to the 
languiſhing Lamp of Diving, Love. Every Production 
in Nature, will ſtrike a Spark into the Soul; and the 
whole Creation —_ to mie the N Flax into 
a Flame 
Can ally dug! pn a Woge Joy bs the © Fg 
or more effectually confirm his Faith in the crucified 
Jzsvs; than to behold the Heavens declaring his Glory, 
and the Firmament ſhewing his Handy-work ?/ Surely, 
it muſt be Matter of inexpreſſible Conſolation to the 
poor Sinner; to obſerve, the Honours of his Redeemer, 
written witk Bun- beams, over alf.the Fate of tht World. 
Ws delight to read an Account of our incarnate Ir. 
HOVAH ; as He is revealed in the Books of Moſes and 
the Prophets, as He is Gif played in the Writings of the 
Evaigelfts and Apoſtles, Let us alte enden of toe 
4 Sketch of his N g xi gat in 
that ſtately Volume, where 11 
Phain—every Line, a floy de Perc 4 
lofty Mourtain. NON HORN on ein 10 GUM | 
"SHOULD an "of my Readers be we te cd in fic 
Speculations, 1 beg Leave (in purſuanct of my Pro- 
miſe) to preſent chem Witk 4 Hpecimen; ot to offet Clue, 
which may pollibly lead their Minds, into this moſt im. 
ny and delightful Train of Thi f 
SHOULD any be inclined to ſuſpect che Solidiry of the 
following Obſervations; or to condemm theth, as the 
Voice of Rant, and the lawleſs Flight of Fancy ; I mut 
entreat ſuch Perſons to fecullect, That the grand Doc- 
trine, the Hinge on which they all turn, is warranted 
and eſtabliſhed by the unanimous * Teltimoiy of the in- 
ſpired Penmen. Who frequently celebrate IMMA- 
-_— or CHRIST e as the i 
mugity 
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Horious Bly 00 Wer Di- 
1 ns were 0 r p ger 80 gibbet, thar 
d the Milattes in Exil, "Wk Ye Fo KAY in 


„, Wer: Field of Zoo Þ* all that che 5th AHAYIS Have 
„ (WI recorded; er the Human Ear has heard; "all dwihdte into 
be i Event, Are Karte worthy to be remenibered 4, in in 
er, compariſon of this Wifinitely g td and infditely gracious 
a. WH Tranſaction. @Kindted,” therefore, into plea _ 
. nihment; wehe Survey, let. me give full 

d Meditationsl Let me pour out Fe Sri 8000 ky 
he te bouhdlef9: Subject; not much re tlie Limits, 
ee which cold 8 or I" Ge b pres 
in ſcribe. || | 5 ret; E102 1 
Jus 


"Ov Few ki brow the RUE ye Princes' 
* Wh of Heaven, © that excel in Strength,” and are cloathed 
WH with cranſcendant Brightneſs ; He,. who placed You' in 
* thoſe 8 tations of . exalted Honour, and dignified | our 
* Nature, with fach Muſtrious Endowments ; He, 

* You all obey, and all adore : HE took not on Him 
n Wl the Angelic Form, but was made Fleſh, and found i in 
| Faſhion as a Man, Like us wretched Mortals, He was 
ſubje& to Wearineſs, Pain, and every Infirmity, Sin 
only excepted. —That we might, one Day, be raiſed ta 
oy ſublime Abodes ; be fanny into your e So- 


Cal. 16, 17.1 . my Reader enters upon ** following 
Delas, he is dekred'to * the Note, pag. 102, — 


eiety; 
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ciery; nd je joid with Scar wanspomed Omi in Bring 
Sloryrte TIEN dhat ſicteth upon W and 0 
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Ye Stars; that beam with cnentiogithubl Brilliancy, 
through the Midnight Sky. Oceans of Flame, 


Centres of Worlds, thou ſcemin itte Points of 
Light He, who ſhone we e e in- 
numerable Ages, before: your. twink ing Taz 


— and will ſhine with eve! Mail 

"when your Places in the irmament ſhall yu 
1 NO more. HE Was involved, for ay Years, in 
ecpelt, Pilots By concealed i in the contemp- 
üble City Nazareth; Jagel, under che mean Habit 
of a Carpenter: Son That he might plant the Hea- 
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vens +, 45 as ,it were, with new Conſtellations ; and Ama Ms 
theſe Clods of Earth, thee Houſes of Clay, with a Ra- 14 
diancy, far ſuperior to yours, A Radiancy which will Bi as, 
doin the very Heaven .of TRAVERS, . when you ſhall 5 

| * Rev. v i.. 111. li. 26. Ne 
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20101 301 ! 
vaniſh! — * Smoke #; ;. or expire, 2s ar 
Sparks fr rom the ſmitten Steel e 


00 70 that. ſometimes: ſhoot into 4 aint 
ble. Tracts of ther, farther than the diſcernment of 
our Eye:is able | to follow : ſometimits, return from the 
long, long Excurſion, and ſwrep our affrighted Hemi- 
ſphere with, your enormous fiety Train. That ſometimes 
make, near Approaches to the Sun, and burn almoſt in 

his immediate Beams; ſomerimes, retire: to:the remoteſt 


Diſtanee; and freeze, for Ages, in the exceſſive Rigours 


of Winter. He, whö at his fovereign Pleaſure, with- 
draws the blazing Wander : or leads forth the portentous 
Stranger; to ſhake Tertor over guilty Kingdoms. HE 
wag oyerwhelmed with the moſt ſhocking Amazement, 
and plunged into the deepeſt Anxiety; was chilled with 
Apprehenſjons of Fear, and ſcorched by the Flames of 
wenging Wrath, —That I, and other depraved rebel- 
lious Creatures, might not be eternally agitated, with 
the! Extremes of jarring Paſſions; oppoſite, yet, on either 
ide, tormenting. Far more tormenting to the Soul, 
than; the ſevereſt Degrees of your Hear and Cold to the 
human Senſe, 


Ys Planes; that, winged with unimaginable yy 
traverſe the Regions of the Sky. Sometimes climbing 
Millions and kn Miles ee n deſcend- 


AA 10 


Alluding to a Paſſage in Jai, which is; I think, grand and ele- . 
red beyond all Compariſon. —Lift up your Eyes to the Henne, and 
luk upon the Earth beneath : for the Heavens ſhall vaniſh away like Smoke, 
and the Earth ſhall wax old like a Garment, and they that dwell therein 
Bull dit ike the feeble Inſect: Bat thy Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, 
, Salvation ſhall not be aboliſhed, Iſa. Ii. 6.—With the great Vi. 
rage, I tranſlate the Words y wa not, / in like manner; but, like the 
fable Inſet. Which renders the Period more complete; the Senſe 


more emphatical ; and is more agreeable to the Genius of the ſacred 
Original. «© = 


* 
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ing as fer bilow, the ens Axle of your, Motions. Ye, 
that are ſo mimitely faithful, to the Viciflirudes of Dy 
and Night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on the 
Changes of your reſpective Seaſons. He, who launch- 
ed You, at firſt, from his mighty Arm; who continually 
impels you, with ſuch wonderful Rapidity; and guides 
you, with ſuch perſect Regularity. Who fixes * the 
Habitation of his Holineſs and his Glory,“ infinite 
Heights above your ſcanty Rounds. H E once became 
a helpleſs Infant; ſojourned in our inferior World; ie 
from the Perſecutor's Sword; and wandered as à Vag 
bond in a foreign Land. That He might lead our Feet 
into the Way of Peace; that Flgghitght*bring us Alien 
Hear do God, bring Us Exiles home to Heaven. 


- Txov Sn; inexhauſted Source of Light, and Heat, 
and Comfort! Who, without the Aſſiſtance of any other 
Fire, ſheddeſt Day through a | thouſand Renz and, 

not confining thy Munificence to Realms only, extendef 
: thy enlightening Influences to ſurrounding World, 
Prime Chearer of the Animal, and great Enhvener of 
the Vegetable Tribes! So beautiful in thyſelf, fo bene- 
ficial in thy Effects, that erring Heathens addreſſed thee 
with Adorations, and miſtook thee for their Maker! 
He, who filled thy Orb with a Profuſion of Luftre ! be- 
lere whom thy meridian Splendors are but a Shade.— 
HE diveſted Himſelf of his / all-tranſ{ Diſtinc- 
tions, and drew a Veil over the Effulgence of his Divi- 
_ Aity; that, by ſpeaking to Us, Face to Face, as a Man 
ſpeaketh unto his Friend, he, miglit diſpel our intel. 
lectual Darkneſs. His Viſage was marred “,“ and 
He became the Scorn of Men, the Outcaſt of the Peo- 
ple; that, by this Manifeſtation ef his unutterably ten- 
der Rogues lor our Welfare, . mighe diffuſe many t 
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| Race. He , who permits 
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 Gleam of Joy through our dejected Minds. That, I 


mother State of Things, He might clothk even bur falle 
Nature, with the Honours of that magnificent Lumina 
ry; and give all the Righteous to ry * Sung 
in the Kingdom of their Father. - 


Tou Moor; that walkeſt among the Hoſt of Stats, 
and, in thy lueid Appearance, art ſuperior to them all. 
Fair Ruler of the Night! Sometimes, half- reſtoring the 
Day, with thy waxing. Brightne fs; ſometimes, waning: 
no Dimneſs, and,. ſcarcely ſcattering: the noctumal 
Gloom; 3; 4omezimes, covered with Sackcloth, and alarm- 
ing the gazing Nations. He, who dreſſes thy opake 
Globe, in beaming, but borrowed Silver; He, whaſe 
Dignity is unchangeable, underived, and all his owns: 
fle vouchſafed, to wear a, Body of Clay. HE was con- 
ent to appear as in a bloody Eclipſe, thorn, of his, re- 
lenden Beams, and ſurrounded with a Night of Hors; 
ror, Which Knew not one reviving Ray.—Thus, has He) 
im powered his Church, n to tread the. 
Moon: under their Feet“. Hence, inſpired with LOG 
Hope of btighter Glory, and of more enduring Bliſs, 
are they ena led to triump over all che vain Anxieties, 
and vainer Amuſements, of this ee ea puß. 
mutable World. | 4 


Vr Thanders ;. that, awfully 3 in the diffane- 
Clouds, ſeem to meditate Indignation, and form the firſt 
Eiays of a far more frightful Heal; or, ſuddenly burſt- 
ng over our Heads, rend the Vault above, and ſhake 
the Ground below, with the hideous, horrid Crack. Ye, 
that ſend your tremendous Vollies from Pole to Pole, 
ſtartling the ſavage 1 and aſtoniſhing the human 

error to ſound her Trumpet, 


n your . * inlarging, aggravated Roar: 


a co. + Paal. xnix. 8. 
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HE. uttered a feeble infantile Cry in the Stable, and 
ſtrong expiring Groans, on the accurfed) Tree;—Tha: 


He might, in the gentleſt Accents, whiſper: Peace to = 
qur Souls: and, at e eee e | 
lody of Heaven. 5 * 
O vr Lbminge; char Bede and lie couckant, in = 
rhe-ſulphureous Vapours; that glance, with forked Fury, 5 
from the angry Gloom, ſwifter and fiercer than the Lion Wl be! 
raſhes from his Den; or open into vaſt expanſive” Sheets Wl % 
of Flame, fublimely waved: over the proftrate Wotid, Wl »* 
and fearfully lingering in the frighted Skies. Ye that 77 
formerly laid in Aſhes the litentious Abodes of Luft and 620 
Violence ; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the Elements, / 
and co-opetate in the Conflagration of the Globe. He, * 
whockindles your Flaſh, and directs Tou when to fall, ar; 


and where to ſtrike: He, who commiſſions your whir- 
Ing Bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare: HE x- 
ſigned tis facred Perfon to the moſt barbarous Indigni- 
ties; fabmicte& his beneficetic 2 to the ponderou 
Hammer, and the piercing Nail; yea, with held not 
lis Heart, his very Heart, from the Stab. of the Exe- 
curioner's Spear. And, inſtead of flaſhing Confuſion 
on his outrageous Tormentors ; inſtead of 

them to the Depths of Hell with his Frown ; es cried 
Ein his daft Moments, and; with his agonizing Lips, He 
cned ; Farata; roRorve THEM; FOR-THEY: KNOW NOT 
waar T DDO what al Pattern of Patience for 
his: Saints What an Object ofl Admiration for Angels! 
What a Conte fintion of ever mild arniable,” and be- 
nign Virtues fHining, in this Hour of Darkneſs, with 
| NE: In and: r it is, . 
that, ' 


z ® & ® 
.. 


| R s 1 8: uur I. 
0 One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the di/ingenuous Tem. 
2 and perverſe Taſte of Celfus ; who * to turn, this moſt diſ- 


tinguiſting 


% 
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d chat We are not tremnbling under the Lightnings of 
Mount Sinai; that we are not blaſted by the Flames &f 
„ erb 226403) W DD minis ants Y 
e WR. | fs, +4974 
tinguiſhing and ornamental Pan of our Lo xs Life, into Ridie 
and Reproach, Having ſpoken df CA As, as deſpite fully uſed, and 
i zrrayed in a purple Robe; crowned with Thorns; and holding, by 


Way of mock Majeſty, a Reed inſtead of a Sceptre (for he enters into 
J. all theſe Ciscumſtances, which js a Teſtimony to their Truth even from 
INF the Mouth of an Enemy) He adds vx, n en poo 9,” AM wn y 
ts Nr n emtertas j nas res a He ae guilas, a. To; gala 
d, « 1a9ey v E ve Dailege d, Orig. contra CALs. p. 81. i. e. M, 
in the Name of Wonder, does He not, on this Occaſſom, at leaf, at the Gor? 
at iy dots He not deliver himſelf from this ſhocking Tgnominy ; or execute ſome 
a0 frral Vengeance; on the Authors of fuch injurious and abufinc Inſults, lorb 
ts, of Himfelf and bis. Father h Wuy. Cel] Becauſe, HE was Meek 
e, refs and Gontleneſs itſelf: Whereas your Deities were Slaves to their 
own turbulent and reſentful Paſſions, Becauſe, they were little better 
7 than Savages in human Shape; who too oſten made a Merit of Slaugh- 
r- er, and took a horrid Pride in ſpilling Blood. While Cur 1sT was 
e- the Prince of Peace, and came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to fave. 
i. Wh #-cauſe, any Madman on Earth, or Fury from Hell, is capable of | 
* renting his Rage. Bat Who, amidſt ſuch unſufferable Provocations 
nd Barbarities ; Who, having in his own Hand, the Power to reſcue 
IOC BY limſclf, the Power to avenge himſelf ; could ſubmit to all, with an 
e- WI ruffled Serenity of Patienee; and not only nat be exaſperated, but 
on: WY #ercome, in fo triumphant a Manner, Evil with Good? None but 
ng CaxtsT! None butCanisT! This was Compaſſion worthy ofa Goo ; 
Clemency and Charity truly divine. W | | 
ed Therefore, the Calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent ObjeRor, in 
Tc BY nother Place, carries its own Confutation : or rather, falls with a 
or Weight” of Iafamy on his dunghill Deities ; while it bears a moſt ho- 
for alle Teſtimony, to the majeſtic and invincible Meekneſs of our Saz 
B! nur. Lo far, ſays he to the Chriſtian, v ayzauale telus Noridopwr nas 
dat, os aules yt vo Atorvoer 8 Tar Hanh Taporla. i rodepron;, tx ap. 
vu; xauper A Tor ys oor Oν , xalaluromr; xa: xonatcoligy 
ith, Bis e rails hagzil emodecs, ibid. p. 404. i. e. ou, indeed, taks 
wor Tow, to deride the Images of our Deities ; but if Bacehus himſelf, or 
Hercules had been preſent, You wwould not have dared to offer ſuch an A 
mt; or if you had been ſo preſumptuous, would have ſeverely ſmarted for 
yur Iaſolence. Whereas, they who tormented the very Perſen of your Gop, 
ud even extended him with mortal Agony on the Croſs, ſuffered no Effect 
fir Diplcaſare. / 
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Divine Vengeance or doomeddto dwell with evetlſtn 
Buraings: WY ; 


Ye - HAR wintry Clouds ; 8 oi in the 
Air; and burdening the Winds. He, in whoſe Hand, 
You are an overflowing Scourge; or, by whoſe Appoint. 
ment, an Arſenal “ of warlike Stores. He, who opens 

ur 1 and a Flood guſhes forth; to deſtroy the 
1715 of the Earth, and drown theHuſbandmap* Hopes: 
Who moulds you into frozen Balls, and Vou are ſhot, 
linked wich Death , on the Troops of his Enemies, 
H E, inſtead of diſcharging the Furiouſneſs of his Wrath 
upon this guilty Head; poured out his Prayers; poured 
out his Sighs; poured out his very Soul; for me and 
my Fellow- tranſgreſſors. That, by virtue of his ineſti- 
mable Propitiation, the Overflowings of Divine Good- 
will might be extended to finful Men; that the Skies 
might pour down Righteouſneſs; and Peace on her 
downy Wings, Peace with her Daley Joerg, deſcend 
to dwell on Earth. 


Fx vernal Clouds, Purls of finer 4 Folds of foie 
Moiſture. He , who draws you | in copious Exhalations 


. 1 reer =» *©oazA = x 


. 8 ſeems to ccnſider the Clouds, under this ſame Chandler 
in that beautiful Line. 
Quicquid habent Telerum Armamentaria Cali. 


+ Fob has informed Us, for what Purpoſe the Magazines of the Fir- 
mament are ſtocked with Hail. That they may be ready, againſt th! 
Day of Battle and War. Job xxxviii. 23.— Jeſaua has recorded, what 
terrible Slaughter has been made, by thoſe miſſi va Weapons of the Al. 
mighty. Jeſb. x. II. Modern Hiſtorians relate, that, when Edwar 
III. invadgd France, a Shower of Hail-ſtones deſcended, of ſuch 
prodigious Sjze ; that ſix thouſand Horſes, and one thouſand Men, 
were ſtruck dead inſtantaneouſſy.— But, the moſt dreadful Deſcription 
of this great Ordinance of the Heavens, is given us in Rev. xvi. 21. 
There fell upon Men a great Hail out of Heaven, every Stone about tt 
Wa eight of a Talent, N 
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i the ts bor Þ Deep; bids you leave every diſtaſteful 
; and become floating Fountains of ſweeteſt 


yy He, who diſſolves You into gentle Rain, and 
diſmiſſes You in fruitful Showers; who kindly commiſ- 
ſions You, to drop down Fatneſs, as You fall, and to 
ſcatter Flowers over the Field. _—HE, in the unutterable 
Bitterneſs of his Spirit, was without any comforting. 
Senſe of his Almighty Father's Preſence. He, when 
his Bones were burnt up like a Firebrand, had not one 
Drop of that ſacred Conſolation, which, on many of 
his afflicted Servants, has been diſtilled as the es 
Dews, and has © given Songs in the Night“ of Diſtreſs.” 
— That, from this unallayed and inconſolable Anguiſh 
of our all- gracious Maſter, We, as from a Well of Sal- 
vation, might derive large RAT of ſpiritual oe 
freſhment, - 


Tnou grand etherial Bow ; whoſe Beauties fluſh the, 
Firmament, and charm every Spectator. He, who paints 
thee on the fluid Skirts of the Sky; who decks thee with 
all the Pride of Colours; and bends thee into that grace- 
ful and majeſtic Figure. At whoſe Command, thy vivid 
Streaks ſweetly riſe, or ſwiftly fade. —HE, through all 
his Life, was arrayed in the humble Garb of Poverty; 
and, at his Exit, wore the gorgeous Garment of Con- 

Inſomuch, that even his own familiar Friends, 
aſhamed or afraid to own Him, © hid as it were their 
4 Faces from Him *. To teach us a becoming Diſ- 
dain, for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory Glitter of all 
worldly Vanities. To introduce Us, in Robes brighter 
than the Tinges of thy reſplendent Arch; even in the 


n 2 Hil. 3. 12290 h D οονο Fult tanguam aliquis, a uo quiſque 
faciem occultorat. He <vas as ſome flagitious and abandoned W retch, from 
whom every One, diſdaining ſuch a Character, and diſclaiming ſuch an 
Acquaintance, ſtudzouſly hid kis Face. 


N 4 Robes 
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Robes of his own immaculate Feber to. Mo ni 
E Us before 1 that auguſt and veneral be Fe One, w te 

peaceful Rainbow furrounds. Surroun Sy AS a Pew e: 
of inviolable Fidelity, and infinite Mercy. tl 

:Yz Storms and Tempeſts, which. vex the Continoit, * . 
tols che Seas; which daſh Navies on the Rocks, and 4 
drive Foreſts from their Roots. He, whoſe Breath rouſes I 5 
You. info ſuch reſiſtleſs Fury, and whaſe Nod'controuls 7 


You in your wildeſt Career. He, who; holds the rapid 
and raging Hurricane in ſtreightened Reins; and walks, 
dreadfully ſerene; on the very Wings of the Wind. HE 
went, all meek and gentle, like a Lamb to the Slaugh- 
ter for Us; and, as a Sheep before her--Shearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his Mouth. — Thus, are we 
inſtructed to bear, with decent Magnanimity, the va- 
rious Aſſaults of Adverſity; and to paſs, with à becom - 
1 Tranquility of Temper, through all the rude Blafts 
injurious Treatment. Thus, are we delivered from 
the unutterably fiercer Storms, of incenſed and, inexo- 
rable Juſtice ; from the. Fire, the Brimſtone, and the 
« horrible Tempeſt, which will be the. final Lu of 


40 the Ungodly.“ 


ee Peſtilence, that FI ten Thouſand Poiſons 
from thy baleful Wings; tainting the Air, and inſecting 
the Nations. Under whoſe malignant Influence, Joy is 
blaſted, and Nature ſickens; mighty Regions art depo- 
pulated, and once crowded Cities are left withoutInhadi- 
rants, He, who arms thee with inevitable Deſtruction, 
and bids thee march before * his angry Countenance ; 
to ſpread Deſolation among the Tents of the Wicked, 
and be the Forerunner of far more fearful Indignation. 


HE, in _ holy Hamar Was — 38 a ; Crimi- 
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nal; and, though Ipnocence itſelf, yea, the very Pat. 
tern of Pe Pe -rfection, Vas N to die, like the moſt 
. Miſcreant. As a Nuiſance to Society, ang 

the very 1 ane of the public Happineſs, He was hurried 
away to Execution, and hammered to che Gibbet. 
T hat by. his Blood, He might prepare a ſoyereign Me- 
dicine, to cure Us of a more fatal Diſtemper, than the 
Peſtilence which walketh in Darkneſs, or the Sickneſs 
which deſtroyeth at Noon-Cay. That he might himſelf 
fay to our laſt Enemy, O Death, I will be thy Plague ! 
290 Grave, I will be thy Deſtruction *. u 


HEAT; whoſ: burning Influence ths the Libyan 
Wilds ; tans into Soot, the Ezbiopian's Complexion ; 
and makes every Species of Life pant, and droop, and 

iſh. Cold, whoſe icy . Breath glazes yearly the 
* Seas ; 'often glues the frozen Sailor to the Cord - 
age; and ſtiffens the Traveller into a Statue of rigid 
Fleſh. HE, who ſometimes blends You. both, and 
produces the maſt agreeable Temperature ; ſometimes, 
ſuffers Lou to act ſeparately, and rage with intolerable 
Seyerity. That King of Heaven, and Controuler of 
univerſal Nature, when dwelling in a Tabernacle of 
Clay, was expoſed to chilling Damps, and ſmitten, by 


fulry Beams. The Stars, in their Midnight Watches, 


heard him pray; and the Sun, in his meridian Fervours, 
faw him toll. Hence are our frozen Hearts direc, 
into à mingled Flow of Wonder, Love, and Joy : being 
conſcious of a Deliverance from thoſe infulferable Fhines 
which, kindled by divine indignation, burn to the org 
I 


Tnou Ocean, vaſt World of Waters ! He, © kk 
tha capacigus Bed for thy Reception, and poured the - 


* Hol. xiii. 14. 
f * 0 
liquid 


ments; not to be ſhattered by the Bolts of Thunder; 
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Wiquid Element into unfathomable © Chinn Is ; |befort 
Whom, all thy foaming Billows, and floating Mon. 
tains, are as the ſmall Drop of a Bucket. Who, by the 
leaſt Intimation of his Will, fwells thy fluid Kingdoms, 

in wild Confuſion, to mingle with the Clouds; or fe- 
duces them, in calm Compoſure, to ar on the 
Shores. He, who once gave thee a Warrant to over. 
whelm the whole Earth, and bury all its degenerate In- 
habitants in a watry Grave ; but has, now, laid an ever- 
laſting Embargo on thy boiſterous Waves ; and bound 
thee, all fieree and madding as thou art, in Chains 
ſtronger than Adamant, yet formed of deſpicable Sand. 
All the Waves of Vengeance and Wrath, of Tribu- 
lation and Anguiſh, paſſed over HIS crucified Body, 
and HIS agonizing Soul. That We might emerge 
from thoſe Depths of Miſery, from that Abyſs of Guilt, 
into which we were plunged by Adam's Fall, and more 
 irretrievably ſunk by our own Tranſgreſſions. That, at 
the laſt, we might be reſtored to that happy World, 
which is repreſented, in the Viſion of Gop, as having 

« no Sea“; to denote its perpetual Sealy. wal un- 

diſturbed Serenity. 

Ye Mountgins ; that overlook the Clouds; and pro- 


ject a Shade into diſtant Provinces, Everlaſting Pyra- 
mids of Nature, not to be ſhaken by conflifting Ele- 


- 
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r impaired even by the Ravages of Time.—He, who 
2 your Ridges riſe ſo high, and your Foundations ſtand 
He, in whoſe Scale, You are lighter than Duſt; 

We Eye, You are leſs than nothing. H E ſunk, 
Heteath a Load of Woes ; Woes inſupportable, but not 
his own ; when He ook our Iniquities upon Himſelſ, 


ö % <t an Tc. 4 ©  @a 


» Rev. XM. 1, 


and 


the Fefined and exalted Liquor, which chears the Na- 
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and heaved the more than rhountainous Burden from a 
guilty World. CAL FRUIT © HARE KR: 2 1 


| Ys verdant Woods, that crown our Hi and as 
Gand yourſelves, with leafy . Honours. Ye humble 
Shrubs, adorned, in Spring, with opening Bloſſoms ;, and 
fanned,” in Summer, by gentle Gales. Te, that in diſ- 
tant Climes, of in cultivated Gardens, breathe out ſpicy 
Odours, and embalm the Air with delightful Perfumes. 
—Your all-glorious and ever-bleſſed Creator's Head, 
was incircled with the thotny Wreath ; his Face was de- 
filed with contumelious Spitting; and his Body bathed 
in a bloody Sweat. That we might wear the Crown, 
the Crown of Glory, which fadeth not away ; and live 
for evermore, ſurrounded with Delights, as much fur- 


paſſing yours, as n exceed the e Deſolations 
of Winter. | 


Txov manila ne! He wha on * lender 
Shoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty Cluſter. Who, 
under thy unornamented Foliage, and amidſt the pores 
of thy otherwiſe worthleſs Bough, prepares the Liquor— 


tions, and fills the Cup of Joy. Trees, whoſe Branches are 
elevated and waying in Air; or diffuſed, in eaſy Con- 
finement, along a ſunny Wall, He, who bends You 
with a lovely Burden of delicious Fruits ; whoſe genial 
Warmth beautifies their Rind, and mellows their Taſte. _ 
—HE, when voluntary ſubject to our Wants, inſtead 
of being refreſhed with your generous Juices, or regaled 
yith your luſcious Pulp; had a loathſome Potion of Vi- 
negar, mingled with Gall addreſſed to his Lips. —That 
we might ſit under the Shadow of his Merits, with great 
Tranquility and dhe utmoſt Complacency. That, ere 
bug, being admitted into the Paradiſe of Gov, We 


might 
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might cat of the Tree of Life ; and drink er Wine 
with Him, in his Father's Kingdom. 


Ys lururiant Meadews ; He who, without to Seed. 
wpan's Induſtry, replepiſhes your irriguous Lap, with 
pever-failing Crops of Herbage ; : and enamels their chear- 
Green, with Flomers of every Hue,——Ye fertile 
els ; He, who bleſſes the Labours of the Huſpand- 
an; "enriches your well-tilled Plains with waying Har, 
yelts, and calls forth the Staff of Life from your Fur- 
rows, He, who cauſes both Meadows .and Fields to 
laugh. and ſing, for the Abundanee, of Plenty.—HE 
was no Stranger to .correding Hunger, and parching 
Thirſt. He, alas | eat the bitter Bread of Woe, , and 
had “ Plenteoulneſs of Tears to drink.” That we might 
Barre of richer Dainties, than thoſe which, are pro- 
ed by the Dew of Heaven, and proceed from the 
Fatneſs of the Earth. That we might feed on © the 
* hicklen Monte — oapthe Road: "oak giveth Lie 


Fu Mines; rich in Yellow Ore, or bright with Vein 
of Silver; that diſtribute your ſhining Treafures, as far 
as Winds can waft the Veffel of Commerce ; that be- 
frow your Ams on Monarchs, and have Princes for your 
Penfione r. Te Beds of Gems, Toy-ſhops of Nature 
Which form, in dark Retirement, the glittering Stone, 
Diamonds, that fparkle with a brilliant Water; Rubies, 
that glow with a crimſon Flame; ' Emeratlds, dipped in 
the freſheſt Verdure of Spring ; Sapphires, decked with 
the faireſt Drapery of the Sky ; Topaz, emblazed with 
a golden Gleam; Amethyſt, impurpled with the Bluſhes 
of the Morning, He, who tinctures the metallic Duſt, 
1 conſolidates the lucid Drop ; HE, when 22 
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me ning 


A BBSCAIPT 'UFON OREATTION: my 
gon Barth, had no Riehes, bit the Aicleser dnn. 
— y lad no Ornhtmnt, but the Orna- 
ment of unſpotteu Purity. Pobr he wes in M CIC um. 
ſtunces, and: mean in all his Arrorthrhödatie i that 

WE might / be rich in Grace, and . obtti Silvdrjorr 
« with! Eternal Glory. That We migke inhabir the 
neu that ſplendid City Whoſe'Stretty ate 
paved with-Gotd 3 whoſe Ontes arb fred of Peat y 
0 jar gy ayes waa gar pr 
S h HH adit 3D 23 Rat to motod 502 ni 
I gufhing "Flibttanns,” au ttickſe porabfe Silter 
through the matted Graſs. Ye fine tranſpurett Sri, 
that glides, in ahl Waren ding. yorit.friiged Bids. 
Ye deep and ſtately Rivers; tliat wind anti wander in 

your Courſe, to. ſpread your Favours wides; that glad 
den Kingdems in yeur Progress, and augmant the-Sta 
with your Tribe -He, who fupplics —_— 
from/his own evet-flowing anti inexhauſtibie Libecatity 

HE, when his Nerves were rached with exquiſite _ 
and his Blood inffamed by a raging Fever; vried, I 
usr And was denied” (umparalleled Hardffiip!) im 
this his great Extremity, was demed the por Refreſh< 
ment of a fingke-Drop: of Water Phar Wes having 
al Sufficieney in all Things, might” abdurd to every” 
good Work ; might- be filled with the Fulneſs of ſpiri- 

al Bleflings Here, and Hereafter he ſatisfied with that 


nee de FR at nds a for ever- 
more. Uhde Nn 


II Bs, ks Teng of che Bough, gally Uteſted 

acc d Plumage who wake the Morn, an Fedde the 
; with yout ares Lays; © Thinftabte Architects! 

ts eff Rule or Line, huild your mak. . 
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wres; vich all che Nicety of Proportion Tou have cach 


his commodious Neſt, roofed, with Shades, and lined 
_ with Warmth to protect and cheriſh the callow Brood. 
But He, who tuned yoνFẽ,ůpHfhroats to Harmony, and 
taught Tou that curiqus Skill; HE was A Man of Sor- 
rows, and had not Where to lay his Head. Had not 
where to lay his Head, till he felt the Pangs of Diſſd. 
lution, and was laid in the ſilent Gravt. That We, 
dwelling under the Ming of Omnipotenet, and reſting 
in the Boſom of infinite Love, might ſpend an.harms. 
| aigus-Etomnity, in 4 ens ts, ne Mis androf 
8 ec E ons Y n 5224 3:1 dn KY" 
\  BEEG;: induſtrious: Modan) That PE: 800 
busy Wing, the: flomery Garden; and ſeareli the 'bloom- 
ing Heath; and ſip the mellifiugqus Dew. Strangers to 
klleneſs!1/Fhat ply, with inceffant Afiduity;'your pleaſ- 
ing Faſſa and [ſuffer no opening Bloſſom to paſs unex- 
plored: no funny Gleam to ſlip away unimproved. Moſt 
ingerious Ariificers! That cling to the fragrant Buds; 


drain them of their treaſured Sweets; and exttact (if I 


may ſa ſpeak) even the odorjferous Sotus of Herbs, and 
Plants, and Flowers. Tou, when you have 


ed · the ambroſial Stores: when yo might Weh 
expect the peaceful Friition of yd, Acqui fitions; You 


alas ] are barbarouſly deſtroyed, and leave your hoarded 


Delicacies to others: leave them to be enjoytd by your 
very Murderers. I cannot but pity your hard Deſtiny ! 


low then ſhould my, Bowels melt with Sympathy, 


and my Eyes flow with Tears *; when remember, 
chat hu, bus it fared vith y your rand our iger Maker! 


„ Can't Thou, uugrite fil Man, his | EYES ſee, 
Nor drop a Tear for 1 Fer N Blood for Thee ! 
14 . PaTT's Poems. 


compleated 
your Work; have collected; refined, and ſecurely lodg- 
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A. DESCANT UPON "CREATION, "= 


Aſter a Life of; the mon exemplary and-exalted Picty 3 
a Life, filled with Offices of Beneficence, and Labours 


of Love; HE was, by wicked Hands, erucified: guy 


flain. He left the Honey of his Toil, the Balm of his 


Blood and the Riches of his Obedience, to be ſhared 
ng others: to be ſhared even among Thoſe, who 
con nc Him afreſh and put him to open Shame. 


Snell Iimention the Animal *,- which /pras her ſoft; 
hex Mining, her exquiſitely fine ten Thread; Whoſe 
matehleſs Manufactures lend an Ornament to Grandeur, 
and make Royalty itſelf more maghificent.—Shall I take 
Notice of the Call, in which, when the Gaiety and Bu- 
ſmeſs of Life are over, the little Recluſe immures her- 
ſelf, and ſpends the Remainder of her Days in Retire- 
ment Shall I rather obſerve the Sepulchre, which, 
when cloyed with Pleaſure, and weary of the World, 
ſhe prepares for her own Interment? Or how, when a 
ſtated Period is elapſed, She wakes from a death- like 
Inadtivity ; breaks the Incloſure of her Tomb ; throws 
Ip Shroud ; aſſumes a new Te Puts on a 


No One, I hope, will be alt bs ly Held: en fied un 
Occaſion, Creatures of ſo low a Rank. Since, even the Volumes of 
Inſpiration ſeem to lend me the Sanction of their ſacred Authority. 
As they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed Jtsvs to a Door, a High- 
way, &c. And, perhaps, all Compariſons, which reſpect a Being of 
infinite Dignity, are not only mean, but eqa/ly mean and unworthy 

Lam ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this Paragraph, and ſome others, all 
the Circumſtances are not completely correſpondent. But if, in h 
grand Particulars, the Reddition anſwers to the Deſcription ;- this, L 
truſt, will be ſufficient for my Purpoſe, and ati>faRtory to my Rea- 
ders —Perhaps, it would be no miſtaken Caution, to apply the ſame 
Obſervation to many of the beautiful Similitudes, Parables, and Alles 
gories, uſed by our Lox ; ſuch as the brazen Serpent, the unjuff Stew- 
ard, the Thief in the Night, Se. Which, if ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or 
rigorouſly ſtrained, for an intire Coincidence in every Circumſtance, 
muſt appear to great Diſadvantage, and lead into palpable Inconve- 
uences. b & . 
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peatance ſuch, and treated as ſuch. Did 'He not FA 
Petrus the fine Linen uf his own moſt perfect Rig 
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Weir Jaſlikcationn, Which, in rh&:Optildn 4 of many great Expbſi- 
. the: mod; ſublims Meining — 
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nt wow x God, Mart. x31. 11. ome of 'Thi 
0 


d hbnogr my Meditation ph a Fer, probably indy not receive 
witkmuch, if any, Approbation- I hope, the w] Performance 
will not be caſhiered, for one Difference i in Sentiment. And I beg, 
that.the Sentiment itſelf may not haſtily be rejected. without a ſerious 
Hegzing. For, I have the; Pleaſure of being. intimately. acquainted 
with a Gentleman of good Learning, and diftinguiſhed. Senſe, who had 
once as ſtrong Prepoſſeſſions agaiuft this Tenet, as can well be imagined. 
Vet now, He not duly admits it, as a Truth; but embraces.it, as the 
Jay of his Heart; and cleaves to it, as the Rock of his Hopes. 

d fk elear and cogent, Treatiſe, intitled Salm iſton to the Rig) teoufreſe of 
op, was the Inſtrument of removing his Prejydices, and reducing 
kim to a better Judgment. In which he bas been happily confirmed, 
by»the Authority of the moſt i//affriozs Nar vn, and the Works of the 
muſt eminent Pens, that have ever adorned our Church and Nation. In 
cis Number are—Biſbop Fexwel, ane of our great. Reformers; ; and 
the other verierable Compilers of our Homilies—Archbiſhop Uber, 
that Oracle of Univerſal Learning—Biſhcp Hall, the devout and 
ſprightiy Orator of his Age the copious an fervent Biſhop Hopkins — 
the ſingilatly good and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge—rhat everlaſting 
Honour of the Bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Halg—the 


gervous, floxid, and perſuaſive 8 95 Stan bope— the practical and per- 
0 ſpicuous 


er of the Son | 


r Ä. ade it as 


Ko. 9 £ %. © 4 _ 4. ww. ict ae. Mute 


ESN Hrn NATUR ag 
diſarrayed and defiled Souls? Did He ot, before his 
Fleſh ſaw Corruption, . emerge triumphant 9 7 © 
Grave: and not only monnt the lower, Firtament, bur 
aſcend the Heaven of He Vens ; taking | offcllion of 


thoſe ſublime Abades, in *. N e as oy ore- 
WS STO DET enn es 2 Sx 5 
runner ? lite 


E HAY IE 510 ett 


_Ys;Cattle, chat ref in your incloſed Paſhures 3 Ye. 
Boas, that range the unlimited Foreſt, Te Fil that 
wye through trackleſs Patia af the Sea.; i Sheep, clad in 
Garments, which, when leſt by Lou, are yore by Kings, 
Kine, who feed on Verdure, which, tranſmuted in your, 
Bodies, and ſtrained from your Udders, furniſhes a Repaſt 
for Queetis. © Lions, roaring after your Prey; Leviathan, 


king pour Paſtitht Ace great Peep: wih al thar wing 


fplcnous Mr, n 0g to ſummon bs other Evidence, that match- 
lei Genius Milton ; who, in various 'Parts of — divine Poem, incul- 
rery ſame Image, which is made uſe of aboje, Boak X. line 223. 5 
[ had almoſt forgot to mention that the Treatiſe intitled Submiſſion, 
de. as written by Mr. Benjamin \Jenks.—Whoſe, Bool of Demon. 
has deſetvedly paſſed through Hleuen Editions; is truly admirable for 
the Sublimity, Spirituality, and Propriety of the Sentiments ; as well 
as for the conciſe Form, and pathetic Turn of the Expreſſion. Whoſe 
Rook of Maditar ihne, though no leſs worthy of general Acceptance, has, 
for a conſiderable Time, been almoſt unknown and extinct. But was, 
revived, and republiſhed, in TWO Octave Volumes, by Mr. James 
Rivington. For which Service, He has my Thanks: 1 fatter myſelf, 
He will have the Thanks of the Public: as I am perſuaded, could Re- 
ligion and Virtue ſpeak, He would have their Acknowledgments alfoy 
unce few Treatiſes are. mote happily calculated, to repreſeny Religion 
in its native Beauty, aud to promote the Intereſts of nuine Virtue. — 
On which Account, I truſt, the Candid will excuſe me, and the Fudi- 
du will not conderm me: even though the Recommendatian of thoſe 
Nevorions and of cheſe W * . a "I 
tom my Subje qt. 6b. V 203 man 1343 en 
N. N. $honld tbe Reader, becneliged to: fo examine an - engty 


le will find is fatad, diſcuſſed, and applied 40 its dug TOP: "g 
Piece intitlad THERQN 4 N 8 
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the Firma at. or tread the Soil, or ſhim the Wave. — 
He, who spes 20 his ever-hoſpicable Board ; Who ad- 
mts You al ts be ki et Gueſts; and ſuffers 
You' to want no manner of Thing that is good —HE 
was deſtitute, afflicted, tormented : He endured all that 
was miſerable and reproachful ; in order to exalt a de. 
rate Nace who lad debaſed themfelves'to'a"Eevel 
"the Beaſts Hat peri unto Seats of 
br hrs —, in order to introduce the Slaves 
of Sin; and"Firity: of Hell, into/Manfibiis of: 6otfhin. 
ente re xe} | 228 


 SunzLy, Contemplation of ch 2 Subje, and 
the N a Hope, may almoſt 
turn Earth into Heaven, and make even LS at; Na. 
ture vocal with Praiſe, Let it, then, break forth from 
every Creature. Let the mean feel the inſpiring Im- 
pulſe ; let the greateff acknowledge ren 
worthily to'expreſs che ſtupendous Goodneſs, | | 

PNA HIM, ye Infefts that craw! on che Grog: 
who, though high above all Height, humbled” kimfelf 
to. dwcll. in_Dulſt. Birds of the Air, waſt on your 
Wings, -and warble in your Notes, HIS Praiſe; who, 
hough Loxv of the celeſtial Abodes, while ſojoum- 


on Earth, wanted a Shelter commodious 48 your 


Net. —Ye tougher World of Brutes, join with the 
'of the Shade, and howl to HIM your 
Fowle Applante who breaks the Jaw-Rones of the in- 
ſernal Lion; who ſoſtens into Mildneſs the ſavage Diſ- 
Ei bids . the, Malf ge dem, in amicable 

nt, with the Lamb. Bleat out, ye Hills; let 
broader Lotus be reſponſive from the Vales; ye Foreſts 
etch, and ye Rocks retain, the inardiculate Hymn: 
Becauſe” MssTrAR the Prince feeds bis Flock, lite « 
Shepherd, He gathers the Cv. with bis” Arm ; Be 


carries 
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Worſhip, wave your 
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 carrigs them inis bis Bam 1 and grnily leads thoſe that are 


with. Tong ® ——Waye, ye ſtately Cedars, in Sign of 
Heads to HIM; who 
geekly; bowed his own, on the accurſed Tree, Pleaſing 
Profpetts, Scenes of Beauty, where niceſt Art 
with laviſh: Nature, to form a Paradiſe below; lay forth 
all your Charms, and in all your Charms coatels Your- 
ſelves a mere Blank; compared with his. Amiablenef, 
ho is . faineſt among ten Thauſand, and altogether 
* lovely.''--Drop down, ye Showers; and teſtity, as 
you- fall; teſtify-of HIS Grace, — Fre 
copouſly than the Rain, diftyls more freety than the 
Dew. Let ſighing Galas breathe, and murnuring R- 
vulers flow; breathe and! flow, in harmonians Canſogance 
to HIM ; whoſe Spirit is far more reviving, than the 
. 2 rn 

Waterz, 


Yr Lighting, blaze to HIS Honour; ye Thad, 
found HIS Praiſe ; while reverberating Clouds return 
the Roar, aud bellowing Ocram propagate the rremen- 
dous - Anthem.—Afatef .of Creatures, add your filent 
Oratory, and diſplay the Triumphs of HHS. Meekneſt; 
who, though He maketh the Clouds his Chariot, and 
treadeth: upon the Waves of the Sea ; though the Thun- 
der is his Voice, and the Lightning his Sword of Juſ- 
tee; yet, amidſt the moſt gbufive and cruel Inqurics, 
was ſubmiſſive and lifted not his Hand, was « dumb 


4 
o - 


and opened not his Mouth.” —Great Source of Day, 


addreſs thy - radiant Homage to a far fublimer Sun. 


Write, in all thy ample Round, with every lucid Beam, 


ol write” a Teſtimony to HIM, who js the Bright. 
pefs of his Father's Glory. Who is the Sun of Righte- | 


Ha. A. 17. 5 
22 ouſaeſs 
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Kings, from your Thrones of Ivory and Gald ; in your 


395 A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 


douſneſs to a ſinful World; and is viſet, never to go 
Hon; is riſen, to be — — 
clear, ye Skies 3 look gay, thou Eartk ; let · che \Floods 
clap their Hands; and let every. Creature tar à Smile: 
for He cometh, the CREATOR Himſelf cometh, to be 
maniieſted in the Fleſh ; and with Him ces 
Peace, and Joy: every Virtue and all Felicity coines 
in his T els and Archangets, let your Songs be 
-of J ESUS, and teach the very Heavens to echo with 


his adored and majeſtic Name. Ye beheld Him;" wich 


greater Tranſports of Admiration, when: you attended 
his Agony in the Garden, and faw Him on the 
Ground; than when Fou beheld univerſal Nature 
«riſing at his Call, and ſaw the Wonders of his 
Might. Tune to loſtieſt Notes youp golden Harps, and 

An Raptures, - unknoun before even in heavenly 
Breaſts : while all that has Breath, ſwells the Concert ol 


Harmony ; and all pas rp Being, unites in che * 
e Praiſe. Win „ ww : isi IH} 


_ >CntzeLy;-lex/ Man exalt his Voice; let Man, with 
- diſtinguiſhed Hoſannas, hail the RxUrxxAAR. For Man, 
He was ftretched on the racking Croſs; ' for Man, He 
. was conſigned to the gloomy Sepulchre ; for Man, He 
- procured Grace uameaſurable, and Bliſs inconceivable. 
However different, therefore, in your Age, or more 


different in your Circuſtances, be unanimous,” O: Men, 


in magnifying a Saviour, who is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons ; who gave Himſelf a Ranſom for all.— Bend, ye 


Robes of imperial Purple, fall proſtrate at HIS Feet ; 
ho ſorſook a nobler Throne, and laid aſide more 
illuſtrious Enſigns of Majeſty ; that Tou might reign 
with Gop for ever and ever. Children of Poverty, 


mganeſt « of Mortals (if * can be called poor, who are 
Phu 
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ts enriched ; if any can be accounted mean; who are 
thus ennobled) ; rejbitc, greatly rejoice; in Go v 
Saviour. Who choſe to be indigent, was willing to be 
contemned that you might de intitled to the Treat 
ſures, and be numbered with the Princes, of Heaven: 
u of tien, though haraſſed witfr Pain, and 
inured-2o Abgih ! O change your Groafs inte Songs: 
of Oratitude: Let no complaining Voice Ho jarring: 
String be hrard, in the hniverſal Syrnphony; bur glorify: 
the LM even m the Fires *. Who Himſelf bore: 
greater Torment; than Tou ſeel; and has promiſed 
Lou a Slure in the Joy, which He. inherits = who has 
malle your:Sufferings ſhory and will make your Reſt 
eternal f ben Locks bending beneath a Weight 
of Years, and tottering on the Brink of the Grave; let 
Cantor, be our» Support, under all. Infirmines ; lean 
upon Cu, as the Rock of your Salvation. Let his 
Name; A pieecious:Name, ſorm the laſt Accents; which 
quiver on yohr pale expiring Lips. And let this be the 
firſt; that lia on your Tongues, ye tender infants. 
Remernhir your Rzpgees,7 in your earlieſt Moments. 

Devore the Thoiceſt of your Hours, to the learning of his | 
Will; and the Chief of your Strength, to the glorifying 

of HIS Name: Who; in the Perfection of Health, 

and the very Prime of Manhood, was content to become 

motionleſs and ghaſtly: Corpſe ; that You might be 

pirt with» the TI ee e eee 

ternal rage 


' Ys Spirits « of juf Men OP perfett, vho de fe- 


teaſed 2 iche Burden of the Fleſh ; and freed from 


all the yexatious Solicitations of Corruption in Your- 
klyes; delivered from all the injutious Egevs of Ini⸗ 
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„ 4 DESCANT 'UPON "CREATION, 
quit in others" Who fojourn no longer in the Tens 


. of Sttife, or the Territories of. Diſorder ; bit are re. 


ceived into that pure, harmonious, haly Society, where 
every one ac up to his amiable and exalted Character; 
here Gop Himſelf is pleaſed graammſiy and immediately 
to prefide.—Ybu find, not without pleaſing A ſtoniſn- 
ment, your Hopes improved into actual Enjoyment, 
and your Faith ſupetſeded by the Beatific Viſion. "You 
feel all your former Shyneſs of Behaviour, happily loſt 
in the Overflowings of 1nbounded Love: and all your 
little Differences of 


Opinion, intirely borne down by Tides 
of invariable Truth. Bleſs, therefore, wich all your in- 
lrged Powers, bleſs His infinitely larger Goodneſs ; who, 
when He had overcome the Sharpneſs-of Death; opened 
the Gates of Paradiſe, opened the Kingdom of Heaven, 
to all Generations, and to W n *of 2nd 
Fairhful. 
. ny Went bah eus 4 kante een | 
think of HIM, who loved You, and waſbed Won fron 
your Sins in bis own Bina. Think * ve 
filent Couch ; talk of Him. gay. B08 
Glory in his Excellencich your Boalt "of — 2 
Obedience; and add, ſtill continue to add, the Inoenſe 
of a. dutiful Life, to all the Oblations of 4 grateful 
Tongue —Weakeft of Believers; who go mourning un- 
der à Senſe of Guilt, and conflifting with the craſeleſi 
Aſſaults of Temptation; put off your Sack - cloth, and 
be girded with Gladneſs. Becauſe Ixsus, is ut merci- 
ful to hear, as He is mighty to help. Becauſe, He is 
touched yith the tendereſt ſympathizing Concern, for all 
your Diſtreſſes ; and He "$16 ever. lives, to be your 
Advocate with the FATHER. Why then ſhould uneafy 
Doubts ſadden your Countenances ? Why ſhould de- 
ſponding Fears oppreſs your Souls ? Turn, turn thok 
ve : Sighs into chearful — ſince you _ 
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leaſt repining Sentiment; to ſubmit, even with Praiſe and Adoration, 
to the moſt dreadful Doom. Accordingly, he ſtands in refigned Ex- 
pectation of being inſtantly ſtruck by the Bolts of Vengeance; but— 
vith a Turn of Thought equally aud ſprightly ; with a 
Faith properly founded, and happily firm; He adds, 


Yet where! O where! cax ev'n thy Thunders fall! 
 Cnniar”? + Blood 0'erſpreads and ſhields me from them all. 
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AS your honouned Father was pladſbdieo,raakie 
choice. of me, to anſwer in your Name at 


of Caarbdnajporer 


the Font; and to 
your fparitual Intereſts; permit ing, Hy 
theſe little —— Hud 
ſume art uf that ſolemn Obligation. mooiqu') T') 


Ham; 1.eSd: 7 noon honors), ot 335) 


1 ber br: Wash Aignal, Banne, 
and a conſcientious Regard to: way: fagrall Engage- 
ment, have Jong ago inſpired my Brod wN the 


warmelt; Waſhes, both for-yavr ane D,, 


real Hani Nor cane] think of al mae en. 
dearing, or a more effectual Way, ofiadvaneing 
either the one or the other, than to ſet before you 
a Sketch of uur Joxbellent- Farhe?'s Nh tet.— 
Illuſtrious Examples are the moſt winning ilncite · 
ments to Virtue. And nene can came attended 
with ſuch patticular Recorninendations fo Von, 


Sir, as the Pattern of that worthy Perſon, from 


whom you derive xout xery{Being. 
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A Moser cordial, and reverential Eſteem lot 
EEE Qua. 


41 Face fe t, and „ led 


Vour Gardens, your ſolitary Walks, and the 
Hedges of your Fields can witneſs *, with what 
an unwearied Aſſiduity He eib Himſelf in 
the Law of the Lonp. From hen He fetched 
his Maxitns of Wiſdoin, and forin 2 1 
ment of Things. The red Precepts, were the 
Model of his Temper, and the Guide o 5 
while the precious Promiſes, were the 50 0 
Heart o aud his Portion ever. Tor e 
js Sens mot ni 1 Mtas t am to Sniods + + 
NON Company: was arlother of hi 
_ moſtirelifliingrÞPleafuces.:; Few Gentlemen were 
better fargfifhed, either with Richnels of: Fancy, 
or Copiouſnefs-of Eipreſſion, to bear a fhining 
Part in 1 With theſe Talen ou 
__ alwaysGhdedivoured to give ſome » y 
ſomis gen, Turn te the Diſco.) Not did 
| h&@ovbfrefie&; with greuter eney, on his 
fovial Blows, chan when they tended ro lorify che 
Eternal Majeſty; arid touwaken, in Hitnſelf and 
others, a more 7 4 SpitiFof Devotion. u 


. voy ba dr If 5 933 10 80 21. 2 
Io project for dhe Gbed of Otbete, ens li 
frequent Study, and to carry thoſe benevolent 
Contrivanoes into 3 his favourite Em- 
Pig When N Lt Ei 4 Il _ 
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Aim, by Htely-adupted Ferſuaffves, to encbutage 


s rei fen 


Neighbourhbod/ fit from ta ungraceful 
Pride to initiate them in a Dat doi 


firm them im à riotous Habit; it Was his ine nnt 
chem in adyfiry, and eſtabliſh them in A Cay 5 
of Sobriety ; ; to guard them againſt the "Aftor 
ments 6 Vice, an animate them Te a the Prin- 
eibles f, Piety. A noble Kind of "Hoſpitz 
this! Which WII probably tranſmit 1 its Venelic 
bg: to their earthly Pofleflions; to their 
future, A E and Even to their erehdig 
. n 32> - 2884 f 1. £53 87 1 | 


9 Sen of 1155 1 r. nee; and K 
thorough Perſuaſion of t Divine ctufficiency, 
induced him to be Prequent | in Prayer. "To } proſ- | 
trate himſelf in profound Adoratio bee that 
finitely | exalted Being, Who dwells in Light in. L 
acceſſible, was, his Glory; to implore the 2 
nuance of the Almighty 1 Fa avoury and the Increaſe -+ 
of. all Chriſtian Graces, was his Gay. In thoſe 
Moments, no. 'Joubt, he "remembered You, Sir, 
with, a, particular Earnefinel ; and lodged man ay 
an, ardent; Petition in the Court of Heaven, for 


bis Ipfant;,Son, Ceaſe dot 5 e em with 


your oyn devout. Sppplicstigns, tethey may 
deſtend upon ygur Head, in 3 of r 
ſs Feng of the Goſpel of Peace.” * 


10 give A gend une Luſtre 40 mM his other 
| | 
ndowinet ts careful to maintain an 


bun Mind.”” Though his Friends might adinire 
2 $ © his 


1 een 


tas. ſuperior Abilities, oc. his applaud 
bis exemplary Behaviour, he faw. how: far he , 
ſhare, of ther Mark of his high Calling; ſaw, and 
8 Daten * . Him- 


Mug. I 
Bk 
even on the Katy a 
and, incouceivably. precious "Death, of I Jz50s the 

"This was the Rock by bx ops, a 
the very Crown of. his Rejoſeing - f 


Tursz, Sir, are ſome of the SLING 
rafteriſticn of your deceaſed Parent. As you had 
the Misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a Relative, be 
fore you was capable of forming any Acquaint- 
ance with his Perſon; I flatter myſelf, you will 
the more attenti y obſerve his ture, This 
Hie moral Figure; deligped,. not to be ſet in 


prot 5 N Enamel, but to breathe in 
| os ms in all your Conduct. 


PB BSS Urne do 44g Dt» =.z 


| 114. N it be infirely-your own, calculkted 
[ot for yourſelf, may poffibly (like the Family 
in your Parlour, that glance an Eye upon 
ar fo enter the R . 
and" wfefut Imprefſion on every Beholder. —May 
every one, charmed with the beautiful Image 
cateh its 0 and Each, in bis 8 
ie Sis, and do Le ena * eee 
2 You, "A 5 A peculiarly 1 to COP} 
the amiable 5585 As the Order of an in- 
en Providence, has . vou Kr by 13 
wen 


> . 


5 
— 


Nee 


he 
nt 


K As. 
leſs Inadvertence, (cut you off from the richer Is. 
will be your Security, amidft all the glittering 
Dangers ; which are inſeparable from' blooming 
Years; and an eleyated Situation in Life. Theſe 
are your. Path, your fure and only Path, to true 
Greatneſs, and ſolid Happineſs.—-Tread in theſe 
Steps, and you cannot fail to be the Darling of 
rn , and the Fayourite of Heaven. Tread 
in theſe Steps, and you will 
z Ps pigs. nd 
an extenſive Bleffing to your Fellow-Creatures ; 
and which, after fuch moſt engaging Motives, is 
ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you will be the 
Delight, the Honour, and the Boaſt of, i 


Dear SIR, 


Dur very affeftionate Godfather, 


| And moff faithful bumble Servant, 


Neſton Favell, near © 


Northampton, —@— _ Janzs Hanvey. 


| July 14, 1747. 
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jj bav ab ad ee aur Speculatiam, on the Tins 
and Flowers; \ſurveying Nature, "rovered" with the - 
deepeſt Flotvors, and arrayed in. the vibe Rane. Al. 
1 Le ai af the Olyatts, to heul tb Language 
Virthe ; bie Imagination len ber Colouring, 10 give 
1s Loon a ragaging Air.— And this "with" V 
initativg b Divine Infirutzor; ho | commiſſioned t 
N 1 rentonſtr ate "in the Ear a 


nbelie vn de nt bir Diftiptes (Mem or dat 
n teach be ) Neath e of he „ I. 
e D Wande: 
eee ee dee eee 
h f e eee over the Face of The's Grand.” | 
J £3. WN * nk * ty v \ut tor; 8 Wor * F þ | 


W Wy * ien \ * oY wo A OS ? TED vt abs V Wy N © i wry $ 
» Matt. vi. 26, 28, 295 306. 8 


+ Cached Wen, as Demeter cr aud \Giagres ad. 
Livy, a8: phſerved to haus a. Stile peculiar w themſelves Now. 
«hoever-.cquligerg, the Piſgurſes. of Glryf, will ind Him diftinguiſh- 
ing Himſelf by aStile,' which, mey properly be called HIS OWN. 
Majeſtic, yet familiar 5 happily uniting Dignity; with Conde ſcenfion 5 
it conſiſts, in tosching his Fo the /ublimeft Truchs, by fpi- 
rtoalizing on the moſt carmen Occurrences:/ Which, beſides. its be- 
ing level go the Joweſt Apprehenſions; and admirably adapted to ſtcal 
into the moſt inattentive Heart; is accompanied with this very ſingular 
Advantage, That it turns even the Sphere of Bufngſ into a School 
lafrucbion ] and rendets the moſt ordinary Objects a Set of Mo- 
nitors, ever, ſoliciting our Regard, becauſe, ever preſent to our 
deales,—S0; chat. I believe, it may be ſaid of this amiable Method, 
in which our Lox p conveyed; as well as of that powerful Energy, 
Which attended his Doctrines, That never Man pate like this Man. 


* 
N | 


wx ELL IT TEST 

- Emboldened by the kind Acceptance of the preceding 
Sketches, Ißeg Eeave is confide in"the, ſame 2 
of Taſte, for the Protection and Support of the two r:- 
maining Eſſays ; which exhibit a Profpett of till Life, 
and grand Operation: vahich \mroralize on the moft cum. 
peſed and moſt: magnifictrit, "Appearances of Ibinge.— I 

which, Fancy it, agein, fuffered to-introduce ben Imagery ; 
but. only: abe Handmaid of, Fruth «in; order. 10 dreſ 
ber Per attic and whiplay. here: Charms a 1 engage ile i. 
tentian, and win te Love, even of the, Gays, and of. the 
Faſhignable. I bicb is. more. likely 1m i fate, 
Forming agreeable, Pictures of Nature,: and deriving in. 
frudive Obferuations ;| than by .the. laborious, Method f 
long-deduced Argumente, or cloſe comeRed, Regſonings— 
The, Contemplation. of ; the, Hegyens, and the Earth, , 
their admirable Properties and beneficial. Changes, has a. 
ways afforded-thy maſt exalted Gratification t0.the hunts 
A ind. In Compliance with this prevailing Tafte, I bave 
drawn my * "— from tbe JE Theatre, 


% tr 43674 


— VR As reminds his Diſciples of A fay more 
important Harveſt, Job iv. 35. Marr. xiii, 39. When immortal Be. 
ings Mall be reaped from the Gave, and parhered in ſrom all the 
Quarters of the Earth: when every human Creature ſuall ſuſtain the 
Character of valuable beat, or deſpicable Fare; and accordingly 
be lodged in Manfons of everlaſting Security, or conſigned over to 
the Rage of -unquenchable Fire. In his Charge to Fiſhermen, when 
they are commeneing Preachers, Matr. iv. 19. He exhorts them, con. 
formably to the Nature of their late Oceupation, to uſe the ſame 
Aff dluity and Addreſs, in winning Souls, as they were wont to exerciſe 
in catching the finny Prey —For the farther Illuſtration of this no 
leſs uſeful, than eurious Subject, I would refer my Reader to a'valu- 
able Note, in Sir Iſaac Newton's aa on the ory, wregh 
p. w— yr Edition. | 


1 is. 
4 «ä 


ond 


oe 9 = = Y SSS TE 8 8 © | anode <; 


ISS ESTI STTEF EP Y7 


— 4 
wv 


#3 <2 


1 FF cx. 
fri Scenery of the Univerſe. . That abe Reader f N 


ern bis Duty, From. bis very Pleaſures—may gather 
Wit dom, ming wih Virtue Virtue, from the moſt refined. En- 


rental e 1 e dae a 2 * Ns 
1 v2 W ne Bop 133440 Uh \ X36 

1 4ramjng, ber Helles over. the World, wo 
rently oe into Night,.45: Seaſon. peextiarly proper 
— dais Cunſiderarion. All Circumftances concur, to bb 
and ſooth.aup. Cares; to ſempt our Steps abraes, 
ad range REMAIN OT e 117167 
1590 4 Wand . Wa d eie e n. 


er Wan Wikbar and ock W charm, _ a 
To fical themſelves from the degen' rate Croud, bard 
And Gar above; this lle Scche of Thing; W = 
i pra] Heme Pens 
> Jooth 1 throbbing 1 aſſions into Peace; 
5 Ml wee lone | Quiet, in bet vlent Walks | We? 


BY chain. 
m wen- Tou flirt for"the fr elbe fl. 
my Compoſetions, it, That''it may be permitted 0 attend, 
in ur hnatirad and contemplative Excursions. Iv attend, if 
nt under the: Gharater a Friend; at leaſt, in the bum- 
ble Capacity. of a Servant, or 4 Page - 4, à Servant, 70 # 
den the Door of Meditkation, and remove every Impediment 
to theſe beſt Exerciſes of the Mind ; which blend Advantage ; 
with Amuſement, and improve, while they delight :—as a 
Page, tu gather up the unſtable, fluctuating Train of Fancy ; 
ond colleF ber fickle Powers into a ecnfiſtent, regular, and 
Mel Habit of Thinking., 
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We other, — among the ſtarry Regions, vols 


kad the hrs rap through thoſe beautiful I rats 2 un- 


. Won. Autumn, 1.973. laſt Edit. 
1 clouded 


ms. 8 


clouded Azure ; and point out to the Yidimupit And df this 
aftoniſhing Particulars, -wbith [0 ah 3, 
Lint Worlds. f Propet ik. of high Cy he 
our Eyes, and to which Scripture Welf de Ae, bir 
Study, A Profpett beyond all others maſt excellently cal. 
cilated, 10 inlarge the: Soul, and ennoble ifs Cnet; 
=o give the'grindyt Aprebnn of the Evi 
GOD, ad an Sentiments of ena: f 

relation to all tranſitory in 4 — — 
Faith with the ſureff Fondation; fur 6 Mort, and 
true Magnanimity of Spirit; ta. afford Piety the ftrongef 
Motive, Joth for. a lech ae. init vn. 


ration. * „ f,493b 2173. moi e: d aN ol. 
While Galilwodift his Tube, mid diſcovers the rodiginn; 
Magnitude of thift raltant Orb; e Neuron weaſure 
their amazing Diſtances, an utes the Whos Ne i 
harmonious Order, by the Jabel Influefices of Attrafum : — 
I would only, like the Herald before" that illi trau Fic biw 
1 — at every JIuru, Bow the Knee amt rr 1th: 
„ Almighty Mater ; magnißy bir rtr N and: make 
0 * e e Works, to be \glorivits;tt. un on 
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PHE Buwak ofthe Da diſpatched, a 
[Heats abated, invited me to the Recreation of a 
Walk. A Walk, in one of the fneft Receſſes of the | 
Country 3 ind in ole of the e which 
the Summer -Seaſon produce. N 
a Tus Lis aid Mins; -anteing Weir Branches fer EF 
I Head, formed a werdant Cunopy, and caſt a moſt * 
rheſhing Shade. Under'my Feet lay a Carpet of Na- 
" Wl tie's Velber; Graſs intermingled with Mofs, and em- 
' WH broidered with Flowers. Jefſamines, in Conjunction 
am Woodbines, 'twined around the Trees; diſplaying 
de 


BY their arh Beauties to the Rye, and diffuſing their 
_ eee the Air. On eicher Side, the 
4 Boughs, wunded into a Set of regular Arches, opened 


2 View inte the int Fields, and preſented me with-a 

Proſpect of the bending Skies. The little Birds, all joy- 
ow and grateful for the Favours of the Light, were 
paying their Acknowledgments in a Tribute of Harmony, 
ad ſoothing themſelyes to Reſt wich Songs. While 
N. French-Horn, from a neighbouring Seat, ſent its me- 
P43 lodious 


214 CONTEMPLATIONS- 


lodious Accents, ſoftened by the 2 of their Paſlage, 
to oomplete the Concert of the EET Ty. 
Rovixo in this agreeable u my Thoughts 
were exerciſed on a Subject, ſtill more agreeable than 
the Seaſon, or the Scene. I; mean; + our late fgnal Vic- 
tory, over the united Forces of W Treaſon, and 
foreign Invaſion. A Victory, which pours Joy through 
the preſent Age, and will tranſmit its Influence to Gene- 
rations yet unborn Are not all the Bleflings, which can 
endear Society, or render Life itſelf deſirable, centered 
in our preſent happy Conſtitution, and auſpicious 0 
vernment? Were they not a Itruck at, by that impious 
and horrid Blow, meditated at Rome; levelled by France; 
and ſeconded by factious Spirits at Home? Who then 
can be ſufficiently thankful, for the gracious Interpo- 
ſition of Providence; which has not only averted the im- 
pending Ruin, but turned it with c Confulidn, 
on the Authors of our Troubles 
Mrrumxs, every Thing valuable, which I poſſes; 
every Thing charming which 1 behold; conſpite to 
this ever-memorable, Event. Te thus it is 

| owing, that 1 can, ramble leſted along the Vale 
of private Liſe, and taſte br the innocent SatisfaCtions 
of a contemplative Retirement. Had Rebellion “ ſuc- 
ceceded in her deteſtable Deſigns; | inſtead, of walking 
with Security and Complacence in theſe flowery Paths, 
I might haye met the A ſalſin with his Dagger; or have 
been obliged to abandon tay Habization, and g embrace 
the Rock for, Shelter.” —Farewel then, ye fragrant 
Shades, vage Wen ene a, n 


A” 


91 pai to we Reba, ſet my Foot in the Year 1745 
Which, for ſeveral: Months, made a very alarming Progreſs in the 
North but was happily Ne e wa 12 r and deciſive 
e 


20 Rk { | have 
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have been driven from 1 your loved Retreat, to make 


Way for ſome "barbarous, ſome inſulting Victor. —Fare- 
wel then, ye pleaſing Toils, and wholeſome Amuſe- 
ments of my rural Hours? I ſhould no more hayr rear- 
ed the tender Flower to the Sun; no more have taught 
the Eſpalier to expand her Boughs; nor have fetched, 
any longer, from my Kitchen-Garden, the pureſt Fe 
plies of Health. 

Hap Rebellion ſucceeded ter dereſtabll Deſigns 
inftead of being regaled with the Mufic of che Wrods, 5 
might have been alarmed with the Sound of Trum- 

d and all the Thunder of War. Inſtead of beilg 
r with this Seantiful Lanidſtape, I might have 
beheld our Houſes ranſacked, and our Villages plunder- 
ed; J might have beheld our fenced Cities encompaſſed 
with Armies, and our fruitful Fields cloathed with 
« Deſolation3” or have been ſhocked with the more 
frightful-Images, of * Garments rolled in Blood,” and 
of 'a Rufflan's Blade'reeking from a Brother's Heart. 
Inſtead of Peace, with her chearing Olives, ſheltering 
our Abodes ; inſtead of Juſtice, with her impartial Scale, 
ſecuringourGoods; Perſecution ee ther Sword, 
and Slavery elanked her Chains. 

Non are theſe Miſeries imaginary only, or hs Ciea: 
tures: of a groundleſs Panic. There are, 'in'a neigh- 

bouring Kingdom, who very lately experienced them in 
all their Rigour . And, if the malignam Spirit of 
Pꝛpery, had forced itſelf into our Church; if an abjured 
Pretender; had eut his Way to our Throne; We could 
*. no Reaſon to expect a Mitigation of 8 Severity; 


* Sgen Pampblet intitled, Piper alyays tht ſame. Which contains 
; N of the Perſecutions, and ſevere Hardſhips lately ſuffered by 
the Proteftants, in the Southern Parts of France; and cloſes with a moſt 


ſeaſonable, rd and ſpirited Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Grtar- 
Britain, N rinted I 746. Price 84. 
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on our Behalf.— But, ſuppoſing the tender of 
a bigotted Ulurper, to have been ſomewhat 3 pa 
Where, alas! would have been the Encourag ment to 
cultivate our little Portion; „ or what Pleaſure could 
ariſe, from an improved Spot; if both the one and the 
other lay, eyery Moment, at the Mercy of hens! 
Power? This imbittering C ircumſtance would ſpoil their 
Reliſh; and by rendering Lite: 5 a precarious, would ren- 
der them a,joyles Acquiſition —In vain, might the Vine 
ſpread her purple Cluſters; in vain, be laviſh of her 
generous; Juices) if Tyraxy, like a ravenous Harpy, 
ſhould be always hovering over the Bowl, and ready to 
ſnatch i de the Tap of Induliry, or to . don 
the Hand of ILAberty. 

LIBERTY, that deareſt of 5 
that beſt of Charters; giye an additional, an inexpeſii- 
ble Charm, to every delightful Object. Sec, how the 
declining Sun has beautified the weſtern - Clouds ; has 
arrayed them in Crimſon, and ſkirted, them with Gold. 
Such a Refinement of our domeſtic Bliſs, is Property; 
ſuch an Improvement of our public Privileges, is Li- 
berty.— When the Lamp of Day ſhall withdraw: his 
Beams, there will ſtill remain the ſame Collection of 
floating Vapours; but O! how changed, bow giuomy! 
The Carnation- Streak are fuded; the golden Edgings 
are wore away; and all the lovely Tinges ale loſt, in 
a leaden- coloured lauring Sadneſs. Sueb would be the 
Aſpedt, of all theſe Scenes of Beauty, apd./all- chek 
Abodes of Pleaſure; if expoſed continually! to the Ca- 
price of arbitrary Sway, or held in a State of alyect and 
cringing Dependence. - 

Tux Sun has almoſt; finiſhed his, daily Race, and 
haſtens to the Goal. He deſcends lower and lower; 
till his Chariot-Wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt 
Verge of the Sky. What is ſotvewhat e 
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the Orb of, Light, upon the: Point f ſerting, grows 
augen bly, reader. The Shadows 22 jut be- 
fore they become blended in — 
ate exceedingly... Jenzthened.*, Lie 

prized, while poſſeſſed :. but highly eſteemed, - the. very 
Inſtant, they are preparing bor their, Flight: BN 
regretted, when once ey are . and to be leen no 
more... 2 r ; 

. Globe is, now, half immerſed. beneath 
the duſky Earth. Or, .as. the antient Poets ſpeak, is 


ſhooting into the Ocean; and ſinks in the weſtern Sea. 


And could I view the Sea, at this Ju re it would 
yield a moſt amuſing and curious Spectacle. The Rays, 
ſtriking horizontally on the quid Element, give it the 
Appearance of floating Glaſs ; or, reflected in many a 
different Direction, form a beautiful M of 
Colours. A Stranger, as he walks along the ſandy 
Beach; and, loſt in penſive Attention, liſtens to the 
Murmurings of the reſtleſs Flood; is agreeably alarmed 
by the gay Decorations of the Surface. With Entertain- 
ment, and with Wonder, he ſees the curling Waves, here 
gliſtening with White, there glowing with Purple; in 
one Place, wearing an Azure Tincture; in another, 
glancing a Caſt of undulating Green; in the Whole, ex- 
hibiting a Piece of fluid Scenery, that may vie with yonder 
Pencil Tapeſtries,” though 'wrought in the INS: and 
tinged with the Dyes of Heaven. 
WII I am tranſported by Fancy to the Shares N 
the Ocean, che great Luminary is funk beneath the 
Horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole Face of 
the Ground is overſpread with Shades; or with, what 
one of the fineſt Painters of Nature calls, a dn Ob- 


pete: oh "Only'a few very ſuperior Eminences N 


* Majoreſque cadunt alin de Mentibas r 
act Veith 
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with freaming Silver.” The Tops of Groves, and lofty 
T owers, catch the 1a Smiles of Day e; are ſtill itra- 
diated by the departing Beams. But, O] how tranſient 
is the diſtinction! how” momentary the Gift! Like all 
the Bleſſings, which Mortals enjoy below, it is gone, 
almoſt as ſoon as granted. Ses ow languiſhingly i 
trembles on the leafy Spire; and glimmers, with a dy- 
ing Faintneſs, on the Morntain's Brow, The little Vi- 
vacity, that remains, decays every Moment. It can no 
longer hold its Station. While I ſpeak, it expires; 
and reſigns the World to the ts ae of 


Night. 
ls od New Twilight gr Em Sod my 

. Has in ber fer Liv'ry all Things dad +. : 

Exxv Object, a little while ago, glared with Light; 
but now, all appears under a more qualified Luftre, 
The Animals harmonize with the inſenſible Creation; 
and what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in this, 
gives Place to an univerſal Gravity. In the Meadows, 
all was jocund and «Le but now the gameſome 
Lambs are grown weary of their Frolicks; and the 
tired Shepherd, has tinpoſed Silence on his Pipe, In 
the Branches, all was Sprightlineſs and Song: but now 
the lively Green, is wrapt in the deſcending'Gloonis ; 
and no tuneful Airs are heard, only the plaintive Stock- 
dove, cooing mournfully through the Grove—-Stiould | 
now be vain and trifling, the Heavens and the Earth 
| would rebuke my unſeaſonable' Levity. Therefore, be 
theſe Moments devoted to e as the cloſing 


. . ®\See this e ine aelicately aſcribed; ieren 
into a Compariſon, which, in my Opinjon, is one of the moſt juſt, 
beautiful, and noble Pieces of Imagery, to be found in modern Poetry; 
Night Thought, Ne II. p. 42. 4to Edit. 


+ Mit r. Par. Li, B. IV. 1. 3986. 


) 


Day; 


0 THE NICH „%% 


Day; holen, as the Face of Things. And, indeed,” 
however my ſocial Hours are enlivened with innocent 
Pleaſantry ; let every Evening, in her fable Habit, toll 
the Bell to ſerious Conſideration.” Nothing can be more 
proper, for a Perſon who walks on the Borders of Eter- 
nity, and is haſting continually to His final Audit; no- 
thing more proper, than daily to ſſip away from the Cir- 
cle of Amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh" che 
Hurry of Buſineſs, in order to conſider and re ct "he 
„ Things that belong to his Peace. 


Stex the Sun i Is departed, from whence can. it Py: 
ceed, that I am not involved in pitchy Darkneſs ? 
Whence theſe Remainders of diminiſhed Brightneſs ? 
Which, though ſcarcely forming a Refulgence, ſoften 
and ſooth the Horrors of Night, I ſee not the ſhining 
Ruler, yer am cheared with a real, though faint Com- 
munication of his Splendor. Dod; he remember Us, 
in his Progreſs through other Climes ? Does He ſend a 
Detachment of his Rays, to gcort Us during his perſonal 
Abſence; or to ever (if I may uſe the military Term) 


our Retreat from the Scene of Action? Has he be- 


queathed Us a Dividend of his Beams, ſufficient to 
render our Circumſtances eaſy, and our Situation agree- 
able? Till Sleep pours its ſofr Oppreſſion on the Or- 
gans of Senſe; till Sleep ſuſpends all the Operations of 
our Hands; and intirely ſuperſedes re ER; Occ 
ſion for the Light. 

No: it is ill-judged and unreaſcnable, to "ide this 
beneficent Condud to the Sun. Not unto Him; not 
unto Him ; but unto his Almighty Maker We are. obliged, 
for this pleaſing Attendant, this valuable Legacy. The 
gracious Author of our Being, has fo diſpoſed the Collec- 
tion of circumambient Air, as to make it productive of 


this fine and wonderful Effect. The Sun- beams, falling 


on 


2 1 She. „„ 
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onthe higher Parts of the atrial Fluid, inſtead of paſſing 
en in ſtrait Lines, are bent inwards and conducted 0 


7 


. eee prolonged "we 3 when the 
vehement Heats of Summer, incline the Student to poſt- 
pone his Walk, till the temperate Evening prevails; 
when the important Labours of the Harveſt, call the 
Hyſbandman abroad, before the Day is fully riſen. 
Arrxx all the Ardors of the ſultry Day, how reviving 
is this Coolngſs/—This gives new Verdure to the fading 
Plants; Lr. TIED to me ry aa and a 
more exquiſite ragrance to ir mingled cents. — 
this, the Air alſo receives a new Force, and is nt 
+ to exert itſelf with greater Activity. Qualified to brace 
our Limbs; to heave our Lungs; and co-operate, with 
a briſker Impulſe, in perpetuating the Circulation of our 
Blood.—This I might call the grand Mempic of Na- 
ture ; which diſtils her moſt ſovereign Cordial, the re- 
freſhing Dews. Inceſſant Heat, would rob Us of their 
beneficial Agency ; and oblige them to.evaperate, i in 
imperceptible Exhalations, - Turbulent Winds, or even 
NE Moria of Aurora Fan, would diſſipate the 


riſing Vapours, and not ſuffer them to form a Coalition. 


But, favoured by the Stilneſs, and condenſed by the 
Coolneſs of the Night; they unite in pearly Drops, and 
create. that finely tempered Humidity, 99 4 chears the 
vegetable World, as Sleep exhilarates. the animal. 
Nor unlike to theſe, are the Adyaatages of Solitude 
"The World is a traubled Ocean; and who can. erect 
ſtable Purpoſes, on its fluctuating Waves? The World 
6 | : 
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is 4 Schoch of Wrong; and-whd' does not feet EIitnſelf 
warping; bo its pernicious Influences -? On this, Sea of 
Glaſs F hon int we from our own Stedlaft- 
neſs ! ſom was ſtruck in Mey Cha- 
eee if "hot" obliterated. 
Some worthy Refetution, which Heaven had wrought'in 
our Breaſts, # Thaken,” if not overthrown. —__ 
being Panty; which" we Had le mndy renouhiced, 
practiſes its Wiles, and again captivates' our Accu. 
How" often Has" an unwary Glance; Kindled à Fever of 
Deſtte in out Hearts How vftcn has a Word 
of Applauſe,” dropt | luſcious Poiſon into dur ars; or 
ſome diſreſpectful Expreſſion, raiſed a Guſt of Paſſion 
in our Boſoms ? Qur Innocence is of ſo temam a Conſti- 
tution, thatꝭ it fuſſets in che protmiſeueus Croud. Our 
Purity. of ©. delicate's Complexian, that, it ſcarce 
touches; on; the World, without HSI; A, Stain. : 
We ſees el Khan with Peril, + Acts BLEED) A. 
Bum here $oftty: dwells. Bee iid. 
five Avocatian 4d; ſechaded. Silence! hokls; the Door 
againſt the Striſe of, Fongucs, and all the Impertinen- 
cies of idle Converſation) The buſy: Swarm of vin 
langes, and caſoling Femptatians; which. beſet Us, 
vich a buzzing. /amidſtthe Gaieties of Life; 
are chaſed by theſt chickening Shades. Here I may, 
without Diſturbuncen commune wich ny om Heart; 
and learn that beſt of Sciences, to brow: my/f.— Here, 
the Soul muy tall her diſſipated Powers, and Grace re. 
cover im native Energy. This is the Opportunity, to 
rectify every evil Impreſſion; to expel the Poiſon, and 
guard Hiinſt the 2 of enn SIN 


6 | big a terha mere, 2 — mein Aliquid, ex eo — 
compoſui, turbatur a  aliguid, ex bis que Sugavi, redit, Inimica ef? multo- 
* OT | SENEC, 

+ Rev. xv. 2. 


Thus 
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the, Place, where I: may, with Adyantage,,a 
ce Be Riba l wed be Maſter fo 
of a, Sceptre,. but, of, myſelf, Throng. ne ye Am. 
byziqus,, the Lovecs Aon Powerful; 1 will be pundul 
in my Aſſignations Solitude. Po , Mind intent 
Ferdi, on, Imprepewent, Saliryde. has, Charms. in 
bly more e chan the Euer iainmemt pre- 
bented in the Theatpz f Or the Ae eee in 4 
Drawing - Room. n wor BAN et i BET} 
:0 880; Solitude —Am ! then a Tis true, mp 
'Acquaintarice are at à Diſtance. 1h ſtole away from 
Coupe, and am remote from: all Man Obſervarion 
But chat is an alarming Thought, gti 97s 
1 Millions f ſpiritual Creatures wh the Eurtb, 
Unſcen, both when wor ate, cand'wher tui flerp'®*. 
- Piniiabs, dere. way be Numbers 6f Haſs i, 
Bass, patroling'this) fame 'Retrear// aid joining with 
me, in contemplating the. Creator's Works. Perhaps, 
thoſe mmiſtring Spirits, who rejoice at the Converſion of 
e bp Gr yo ur, paper 
follow us to the y Receſs ; and, even in our moſt 
ſolitary Moments, be our conſtant Artendantt. What 
2 pleaſing Awe is awakened, by ſuch à Reflection! How 
venerable it renders my retired Walks! I am ftruck 
Vith Reverence, as under the Roof of: ſome ſacred Edi- 
fee ;/'ar in the Prgence- Chamber of ſome: mighty Mo- 
narch.— O! may I never bring any Pride of Imagina- 
tion, nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute Affection; where 
e ee e e 
Watch! 
Frs, poſſible, that I am Seat pen i ſuch a 
| Cloud 75 Wines; but it is certain, that Gop, the 
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Bounds of Creation; I ſhould fl be incircled with the 
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infinite eternal Go, is now and ever with me. The | 
great JEHovan, before whom. all che Angelic Armies 
boy their Heads, and; veil+cheir\ Faces, ſutrounds me z 
ſapports mea peryades me. Hu I hive, move, 
« and have my Being.” The whole World is: his au- 
guſt Temple; and, in the moſt ſequeſtered Corner, I 
appear beſorg his adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when 
I worſtäp in dis Honuſc, or kncel at. his Altar. In every 
Place, therefore, let me pay him the Homage of - a 
Heart, cleanſed ols, andi devoted to his Service, 
In every; Circumſtance, let me fel no Ambition, but to 
Pleafe Him; nor covet any Happingſa, but to ein Him. 


Ho ſublime is the Deſcrigtion, and hm. 


the. Sentiment, in that noble Paſſage of. the. Palms i 
Whitber. ſhall. I ga from thy. Spirit, ar whither, ſhall I fler 
from thy Preſence? If I dimb. ap into the Heights of 
Heaven, ..' Thou art there. inthroned in Light. F I go 
don the. Depths of -the Grave, Thou art there alſe in 

thy Payilian. of Darkneſs. F retire to the remoteſt 
Eaſtern, Climes, wheres the: Morning, irt tales Wing : 
if; ſwitter chan the darting Ray, I pals. to the oppolite 
Regions of the Weſt, and remain in the uttermaſ Parts 
of the- Sea *: ſhall-I, in that diſtant Situation, be be- 
yond thy Reach or, by this ſudden Tranſition, eſcape 
thy Notice! So far from it; that could I, with one 
Glance of Thought, tranſport myſelf beyond all the 


Immenſity of thy Eſſence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in 
the Hollow of. = Hand,—Awtful yet eee Truth! 


= —— 75 8, 9. There.is, I think, an additional "OY 
and Beauty in the Thought; ; if, with the learned Mr. Mudge, we ſup- 
poſe an Antithefis between the'two Clauſes of the laſt Verſe, as there 


evidently is between thoſe of the preceding ; and that they __—_ " | 


« poetical Stile, the Extremities of the B and the /. 
| | Let 
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Let it be interwoven with every Thought }: and become 
one with the very Conſciouſmeſs of my Exiſtence! That 
I may alt with GOD; and conduct my- 
ſelf, in every ay Ni ens e ge 
« that is inviſible!” > {7s 
Tur are the happy e Felicity aue Beliciy, 
is all their on; who Jive — 1 
Goss Ommpreſe 


their Almighty Guardian to ſecure them To Theſe, 
the Hours can never be tedions ; and it is impoſſible, 
for them, to be alone: Do they ſtep aſide: from the Oc- 
cupations of animal Eiſe? A more exalted Set of Em- 
ployments engage their Attention. They addreſs them- 
ſelves, in all” the various Acts of Devotion, to their 
heavenly Father; who now foes i” Yecyer, and "will here- 
after r2ward tbem openty.” They ſpread all their Wants, 
before his indulgent Eye; and difbutden” all their Sor- 
rows; into his compaſſtonate Boſom. Do they with- 
draw from human Society? They find themſelves under 
che more immediate Regards of their Maker. If they 
reſign the Satisfactions of \ ſocial Intercourſe ; it is to 
cultivate 4 Correſpondence with the condeſcending 
Derry, and tafte the Pleaſures of Divine Friendſhip.— 
What is ſuch a State, but the very Suburbs of Hes. 

ven? What is N bit e r of eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſ ? 

Now, my Soul, the Day! is 1 The Hou are 
all fled. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have 
given in their Evidence. An Evidence, regiſtered i in 
Heaven! and to be produced, at the great Audit.— 
Happy They! whoſe Improvement has kept Pace with 
the flecting Minutes. Who have ſeired the important 
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Fugitives; and engaged them in the Er Lunge 
or devoted them to the Servite of Virtne: 

Fvorrivxs indeed they are. Our — ſlip away 
flently. and inſenſibly. The Thief ſteals not mort un- 
perceived from the pillaged Houſe.— And will the Run- 
agates never ſtop? No: Where- ever we are; however 
employed, Time purſues his inceſſant Courſe. | Though 
we are liſtleſs and dilatory.; the great Meaſurer of our 
Days preſſes on; ſtill preſſes on; in his unwearied Ca- 
reer“; and whirls our Weeks; and Months; ard Years: 
ay. -s it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange; to hear People 
complain of the Tediouſngſs of their Time; and how braty 
it hangs upon their Hands? To fee them contrive a 
Variety of amuſing Arrifices, to accelerate its Flight; 
and get rid of its Burden ?—Ah 1 thoughtleſs Mortdls ! 
Why need you urge the headlong Torrent? Your Days 
are fwifter than a Poſt; which; carrying Diſpatches of 
the laſt Importance; with unremitted Speed ſcours the 
Road. They paſs away like the nimble Sbips; which 
have the Wind in their Wings; and ſkim along the 
watry Plain. They haſten to their deſtined Period, with 
the Rapidity of an Eagle; which leaves the ſtormy Blaſt 
behind her, while She cleaves the Air, and darts upon 
her Prey +: 

Now the Day is gone, how ſhort it appears | When 
my fond Eye beheld it in er it ſeemed a very 


* Sed fugit interea, fugit irrepayabile Tempus. Vis. 

+ Job ix. 25, 26. By theſe Three very expreſſive Images, the in- 
ſpired Poet reptefents the animermitred and rapid Flight of Time. The 
faſſage is illuſtrated with great Judgment, and equal Delicacy, in Dr. 
Grey's moſt ingenions Abridgment of Schaltens.— Quæ tribus in elementis 
veleciſſima, hic admirabili cum empbaſi congerunter. In terris, nil pernicius 
turſore, & quidem læri quid ferente. Rapidius tamen adhuc undas, non 


ſeeant, ſed fupervolant, navigiola papyro contexta; Omnium rapidiſſime 
em — alis permetitur aquila, præcipiti lapſu ruens in prædam. 


Q. conſider? 
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conliderable Space. Minutes, crowded upon Minutes; 
and Hours, ranged behind Hours; exhibited an exten- 
five Draught, and flattered me with a long Progreſſion 
of Pleaſures. But, upon a retrofpeftive View, | how 
wonderfully is the Scene altered! The Landſcape; large 
and ſpacious, which a warm Fancy drew; brought to 
the Teſt of cool Experience, ſhrinks into a Span. Juſt 
as the Shores vaniſh, and Mountains dwindle to a Spot; 
when the Sailor, ſurrounded by Skies and Ocean, throws 
his laſt Look on his native Eand.—How clearly do | 
now diſcover the Cheat! May it never impoſe upon my 
unwary Imagination, again! I find, there is nothing 
abiding on tliis Side Eternity. * A long nem in 2 
State of fnite Exiſtence,” is mere Illuſion. 8 

-! PzxHars, the Healthy, and the Gay, Prion 
credit the ſerious Truth; eſpecially from a young Pen, 
and new to its Employ. Let us then refer ourſelves to 
the Deciſion of the Antient. Aſk ſome venerable. old 
Perſon, who is juſt marching off the mortal Stage; Hou 
many have. been tbe Days of | the Years of iy Lie It 
was a Monarch's Queſtion; and therefore can want no 
Recommendation, to the' faſhionable World.—Obſerve, 
how he ſhakes his hoary Locks, and from à deep- felt 
Conviction replies: F ourſcore Years have finiſhed their 

c« Rounds, to furrow theſe Cheeks, and eloath this Head 
« in Snow. Such a Term may ſeem long and large, to 
«c inconſiderate Youth. But O! how ſhort, how ſcanty, 
to One that has made the Experiment! Short, as a 
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« Gleam of tranſient Sunſhine ; ſcanty, as the Shadow MW Ho 
te that departeth. Methinks, it was but Yeſterday, that MF Ji, 
94 4 exchanged my childiſh Sports, for manly Exerciſes; lis 


and now, I am reſigning them both, for the Sleep of 
« Death. As ſoon as we are born, we begin to draw to 
* our End; and how ſmall is e between the 


* Gen. xlvii, 8, Heb. Bib. 
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te Cradle * che Tomb.“ O may weibelitye--chis 
Teſtimony of mature Age | May every Evening bring 
it, with clearet Evidence to dur Minds ! And may we 
form ſuck an Eſtimate of the little Pittance; while it's 
upon the advancing Hand; as we hall AG he Mes 
when the Sands are all um dom n! | 

Los wie ad one, Raden e rd: to he tha 


while this Shuttle is flying throtigh' the Lob e. A 


Work of no ſmall Difficulty, , yer of che utmoſt Conſe- 
quence !—Haſt Thou not ſeen, haſt, Thou not known; 
the Excellent of the Earth; who were living Tmi wal 
their Maker ? His Divine Litengi was transfuſed, 
their Hearts, and beamed forth in all their Coudud. 
Beamed forth in Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and Purity of 
Affection; in all the tender Offices vf Love, and all the 
noble Efforts 6f Zeal. To be ſtampt wich the ſame - 
beautiful Signature, and to be Followers of them, as they 
were of CHRIST 3 this, Ibis is thy Bufineſs. On the Ac 
compliſhment of this, thy eternal All depends. Aid; 
vill an Affair of ſuch unſpeakable Weight, admit of a 
Moment's Delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt Remiſſneſs ? 


—Efpecially, ſince much of thy appointed Time is al- 


ready "elapſed; and the Remainder is all Uncertainty, ſave 
only that it is in the very Act to fly. Or ſuppoſe, thou 
hadſt made a Covenant with the Grave, and waſt aſſured 
of reaching the Age of Metbuſelab; how ſoon. would 
eren ſuch a Leaſe expire |—Extend it, if you pleaſe, 
ſtill farther ; and let it be co-exifent with Nature itſelf. 
How inconſiderable is the Addition ! For, yet a very 
lle / while, and the commiſſioned Archangel lifts up 
* Hand to Flcaven, d by the Almighty 1255 


* My Day . 4 — Job vii. ge 
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That. Nag f be 80 linger. Then; A pp 
nities, will never retum; and #ew" Opportiinities, wil 
never more be offered.” Then, ſhould negligent Mor- 
lt RI . r. r a _ TEL 


F Let 
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* # Thisallodes aha; xth ; which, 1b. 
ſtracted from its- ſpiritual; Meaning, and conſidered only as' a ſtately 
Piece of Machinery, well deſerves our Attestion ; and, 1 will venture 


to ſay, has not its 8 Nor, perhaps n y. of the moſt 
celebrated Maſters of Greect and Rome.—AII that gloomy or beauti- 


fulin the Atmoſphere, all that is ſtriking or magni ificentIn every Ele- 
ment, is taken to heighten the Idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate; 
but an uniform Air of ineffable Majeſty greatens, exalss, ennobles the 
Whole.—Be pleaſed to obferye the thee of 4 of this auguſt Perſo 
Alt the Brightneſs of the gun, ſhines ink his Countenapce ; and all 
Rage of the Fixe, buds In his Feet Ses Mis Apparel. Phe Cloud, 
compoſe his Robe, and whe Drapery of the Sley ſtoataupon hisShoutders, 
The Rainbow forms his Diadem; and that which ©, compaſieth the 
Heavens with a glorious Ci ,” 15 the Ornament of his Head.— 
Behold his 4:titude. One Foot fands on the Ocean, the * 
the Land. The wide extended Earth, and the World of Waters; ferve 
as Pedeſtals for thoſe mighty Columns.—Conſider the — His 
Hand is lifted up to the Height of the Stars, He ſpeaks; and the Re. 
of the Firmament echo with the mighty Accents, a8 the mid- 
night Deſart refounds with the Lion's Roar. The Artillery of the 
Skies is diſcharged at the Signal; 4 Peal of ſevenfold Thunder ſpreads 
the Alarm; and prepares the Univerſe to receive his Orders. To finih 
all; and give the-higheſt Grandeur, as well as the utmoſt Solemnity, 
to the Reprefentation ; hear the Decree that iſſues from his Mouth. He 
fears by 17 IM that kutth > for ever and ever. In whatever Manner, ſo 
majeſtic a perſon had expreſſed Himſelf; He could not fail of com- 
univerſal Attention. But when he confirms his Speech, by: 
moſt ſacred and inviolable Oath ;. we are not only wrapt in ſilent Suk 
penſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt . ſwears, That 
Time ſpall be no longer. Was ever Voice ſo full of Terror; ſo big with 
Wonder? It proclaims, not the Fall of Empires, but the final Period 
of Things. It ſtrikes of the Wheels of Nature; bids Ages and Gene- 
rations ceaſe to roll: and with one potent Word, conſigns a whole 
World over to Difſolution—This is one among a Multitude of very 


ſublime and fterly Serokes, to be found in that too much neglected 
Bock —the BI LE. 
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be Monhkentvolilyu.es be thou back from the open- 
ing Eternity; Thouſands of Worlds would not be able 
to procure the Grant. 

- SHALL I, now, be ;nthullvious w enden what is no 
bager than a Span; or to quicken the Pace of what is 
ever on the Wing ? Shall I ſquander. away what is nut- 
terably important, while it laſts ;: and, when once depart- 
ed, is altogether irrevocable! O | my Soul, forbear the 
Folly ; forbear the deſperate Extravagance. Wilt thou 
chide as a Loiterer, the Arrow that boundeth from the 
String; or ſweeps away Diamonds, as the Refuſe of thy 
Houſe — Throw Time away! Aſtoiſhing, ruinous, 
irreparable Profuſeneſs! Throw Empires away, and be 
blameleſs. But Ol be: parfimonious of thy Days; huſ- 
band thy precious Hours. They go connected, indiſ- 
folubly connected, with Heaven or Hell *. Improved, 
they are a ſure Pledge of everlaſting Glory; waſted, they 
are à fad ratet to FN hey. contra 


Wuar a profound Silence has cee the World! 
So profound is the Silence, that my very Breath ſeems 
a Noiſe; the Ticking of my Watch is diſtinctiy heard; 
if] do but ſtir, it creates a Diſturbance. There is, now, 
none of that confuſed Din, from the tumultuous City: 
No Voice of jovial Ruſtics, from the neighbouring Mea- 


'* I remember to have ſeen upon a Sun-dial in a Phyſician's Garden 
at Nerthampton, the following /n/cription ; which, I think, is the moſt 
froper Motto for the Inſtrument, that Meaſures our Time; and the moſt 
friking Admonition, that can poſſibly be preſented to every Eye. 


AB Hoc MoMENTO PENDET ZETERNITAS. 


The weighty Senſe of which, I know not how to expreſs i in Zuęlißbs, 
nore happily than in thoſe Words of Dr, Warr: ; 
Good God! on what a flender Thread 
[Or, on what a Moment of Time] 
Hang everlaſting Things ! 


Q3 dow: 
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dow: No chirping Melody from the ſhady Thicket.— 


Every Lip is ſealed.” Not the eaſt Whiſper; invades 
the Air; not the leaſt Motion, ruſtles amang the 


Echo, herſelf, fleeps unmoleſted. The expanded Ear, 


though all Attention, catches no Sound, but the liquid 


we of a diſtant murmuring Stream. 
Al Things are bd d, as Nature” s Self lay dead. 


by " bs, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal F 
ſure, Ten Thouſand bellowing Thunders ſhould. burſt 
qver my Head; and rend the Skies, with their united 
Vollies; how ſhould I bear ſo wnexpetied a Sboct? It 
would ſtun my Senſes, and confqund my Thoughts. I 
ſhould ſhudder in every Limb; perhaps, ſink to the 
Earth with Terror, —Conſider then, O Mortals l con- 
ſider che much more prodigious and amgzing Call, which 
will, ere long, alarm your ſiecping Banes. When the 
Tenants of the Tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un- 


diſturbed Repoſe, for a Multitude of Ages; what an in- 


conceiyable- Conſternation muſt che S bout of the Arcb- 
angel, and the Trump of Gop, occaſion] Will it not 
wound the Ear of the Ungodly; and affright, even to 

Diſtraction, the impenitent Sinner? The ſtupendous 
Pea] will ſaund through the Vaſt of Heaven; will ſhake 


the Foundations of Nature; and pierce even the deepeſt 
Receſſes of the Grave. And how—O! how will the 


Priſoners of Divine Juſtice, be able to endure that tre- 


mendaus Summons, to a far more tremendous Tribunal? 


—Do Thou, my Soul, liſten to the Ai Voice of the 
Goſpel. Attend, in this thy Day, to the gracious Invi- 
tations of thy Saviour, ' Then, ſhall thatgreat midnight 
Cry loſe its Horror, and be Muyfic in thy Ears, It ſhall 
be welcome to thy reviving Clay, as the Tidings of Li- 


berty, to the Dungeon Captive ; as the Year of Jubilee 
J's 9 | * 
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to the harraſſed Slave. This, this ſhall be its charming 
Import; * Awake, and fing, ye that dwell in Duft *. . 

Wuar a general Ceſſation of Aﬀairs, has this duſky 


Hour introduced! A little while ago, all was Hurry, 
Hurry. Life and Activity exerted themſelves in a thou- 


fand buſy Forms. The City ſwarmed, with paſſing and 


repaſſing Multitudes. All the Country was Sweat and 
Duſt. The Air floated i in perpetual Agitation, by the 
flting Birds, and humming Bees. Axt fat prying with 
her piercing Eyes; while [Induſtry plied her reſtleſs 
Hands.—But fee ; how all this fervent, and i 
Buſtle, is fled with the ſetting Sun. The Beaſts are 
funk;/ to their grafly Couch; and the winged People 
are retired, to their downy Neſts. The Hammer has 
reſighed i its ſounding Taſk, and the File ceaſes to repeat 
its lying Touches. Shut is the well-frequented Shop, 
ind its Threſhold no longer worn by the Feet of nu 
merous Cuſtomers. The Village- Swain lies drowned in 
Slumbers ;. and even his truſty Dog, who, for a conſi- 
derable Time ſtood Centry at the Door, is extended at 
his Eaſe, and ſnores with his Maſter,-In every Plate 
Teil reclines her Head, and Application folds her Arms. 
All Intereſts ſeem to be forgot; all Purſuits are ſuſpend- 
ed; all Employment is ſunk away; ſunk away with thoſe 
fluttering Myriads, which lately ſported in the Sun's de- 
parting Rays, —'Tis like the Sabbath of univerſal Na- 
ture; or as though the Pulſe of Life ſtood ſtill, 

Tuus will it be, with our infinitely momentous Con- 
cerns; when once the Shadows of the Evening, (that long 
Evening, which follows the Footſteps of Death!) are 


frretched over Us, The Dead cannot ſeek unto Gop ; 


the Living, the Living alone, are poſſeſſed of this in- 


9 Ifa. xxvi. 19. If 141 
Q 4 eſtimable 
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eſtimable Opportunity *, There is ao; Work. or De. 
© yice, no Repentance, or Amendment, i in the. Grave f, 
te whither We a are All haſting,” When once that cling 
Hens is advanced, We ſhall have no other Part to act on 
this earthly Team. Then, the Sluggard, who has 
ſumbered away Life in a criminal InaQtvity, muſt lie 
down in hopeleſs Diſtreſs, and everlaſting Sorrow. Then, 
that, awful Doom will tale place, 6 He that is boly, let 
te Him be holy ftill; and he that is flty, let Him be 
filthy for ever.“ . 

Is it ſo, my Soul ? B this the ouhy, only Time ace, 
ted, for obtaining the great Reward, and making thy | 
Salvation ſure ? And art Thou lulled i in a vain 3 
or dreaming in a ſupine Tradvertency ?' Start, O!] ſtart 
3 Trance,. Grd up the Loins of thy Mind, and 


3 Behold ! Now is the accepted Tims Neto Need is he Dy 
W lNc4 2 Cor, viz 
Hafte, haſte, He lies in wait; He's! at the Door, 
Infidious Death! Shon'd his ſtrong Hand e 
No Compoſition ſets the Pris'ner free. = 


They who are gone down to the Grave, are Wes (Ja. 
xxxViii. 1.) by ths Phraſe, av vm rendered by Hitringa, Theſe 
that inhabit the Land of Intermiſfion or C ſation. — Which — . all 
Appearance of Tautology in the Sentence; and is, I think, a valuable 
Inprovement of the Tranſlation: as it conveys an Idea, not only dif- 
ict from the preceding, but of a very poetical and very aflifting Na: 

ture ; ſuch as Was perfectly natural for the Royal Singer, and nen 
Sufferer to dwell upon, in his deſponding Moments.— Bus! interpret 
| the Senſe will run; © 7 ball ſee Man no more; 1 ſhall be cut off from 
the chearful Ways of Men, and all the Sweets of human Society. 
« And, what is a farther Aggrayation of the threatened Stroke, “ 
« ball, by its taking Place, be numbered with Thoſe, that jnberit the 
« Land ef Ceſſation and Inactivity. Where there will be no more Poſ- 
« fibility of contributing to the Happineſs of my Kingdom; no more 
Opportunity of advancing my Creator's Glory; or of making my 
« own final Salvation ſure.” —A Sentiment like this, is grand, impor- 
tant, and full of Benevolence; removes all Suſpicion of unbecoming 


Pafillaninity, and does the higheſt Honbur to the Monarch's Character. 
work 
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work. while, it is Day. Improve the preſent Sced- time, 
that Eternity may yield a joyful Harveſt, —Wo. eſpe · 
cially,” who are Watchmen in 1#-ael,. and Miniſters of 
the glorious Goſpel ; may Me be awakened, by this Con- 
ideration, to all Aſfiduity in our holy Office. Some 


or other of aur People, are ever and anon departing into 
the inviſible State; all owr Friends, are making inceſ- 


3 


fant Approaches to their long Home ; and we 0 
ſhall very ſhortly be tranſmitted to the Confinement of 
the Tomb, This is the favourite Juncture, wherein 
alone we can contribute to their endleſs Welfare. This 
is the Crifis, the all · important it, of their final Fe- 
keity. _ Inſtantly, therefore, let us pour in our whole- 
ſome Inſtructions; inſtantly, let Us ply them with our 
earneſt Exhortations. A Moment's Delay, may be an 
irreparable Loſs ; may be irretrievable Ruin. While 
we procraſtinate, a fatal Stroke may intervene ; and 
place Us, beyond the Power of adminiſtering ; or place 
Grads beyond all Poſſibility of receiving, any ſpiritual 


Ho frequently is the Face of Nature changed! REY 
by changing, made more agreeab/e!=—The long-conti- 
naued Glitter of the Day, renders the ſoothing Shades of 
the Evening doubly welcome. ' Nor does the Morn ever 
purple the Eaſt with ſo engaging a Luſtre, as after the 
Gloom of a dark and diſmal Night, —At preſent, a Calm 
of Tranquility is ſpread through the Univerſe. The 
ver Winds have forgot to blow. The gn Galea 


4 The Caſe, Wee e (1 Kings xx. 40.) ſeems 
perfectly applicable on the Occaſion. A. thy Servant was buſy here and 
chere, He auas gene. So, while we are either remiſi in our Function, 
or laying ourſelves out upon inferior Cares, the People of our Charge 
may be gone: gone beyond the Influence of our Counſels ; beyond the 
Reach of our Prayers ;—gone into the anchangeable and eternal State. 


Phe 8 have 


4 conTEWPLAFIONs 


have fanned themſelves aſleep. Not ſo much as 4 fg 
Leaf nods. Even the quivering Aſpin reſts. Aud wet 
one Breath curli & er the Sirtam. Sometimes, on the con- 
rte the "Tempeſt ſummons all the Forces of the Air; 
and pours itſelf, with re ſiſtleſs Fury, from the angry 
North. The whole Atmoſphere is toſſed into tumul- 
tuous Confuſion, and the watry World is heaved to the 
Clouds. - The; aſtoniſhed Mariner, and his 


fully 1 on the broken Surge: now ſhoot, with head- 
petuofity, into. the yawning Gulf; and neither 
h oY. nor or Maſt. is ſeen. The Storm ſweeps over the 
Continent: raves along the City-ſtreets: ſtruggles through 
the Foreſt-boughs ; and tetrifies the fayage Nations 
with a Howl, more wildly horrid than' their own. The 
knotty Oaks bend before the Blaſt; their Iron Trunks 
groan; and their ſtubborn Limbs are daſhed to the 
Ground. The lofty Dome focks ; and even the od 
Tower totters on its Baſis, = 


Such Variations are Kindly contrived, "and with an 
evident Condeſcenſion to the Fickleneſs of our Taſte, 
Becauſe, 'a perpetual Repetition of the ſame Objects, 
would create Satiety, and Di/guft ; therefore, the indul- 
gent Father of our Race has diverſified the univerſal 
Scene, and bid every Appearance bring with it the 
Charm of Novelty.— This Circumſtance is bengficlal as 
well as entertaining. -Providence, ever gracious to eb 
tals; ever intent upon promoting our Felicity; has 
taken Care to mingle, in the Conſtitution of Things, 
what is pleaſing to our Imagination, with what is ſer- 
vieeable- to our Interrſts. The piercing Winds, and 
rugged Aſpect of Winter, render the balmy Gales, and 


flowery Scenes of Spring, peculiarly clightful, At the 


fame Time, the keen Froſts mellow the Soil, and pre- 


pare it for the Hand of Induſtry, The ruſhing Rains 


impreg⸗ 
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Veſſel, now ſeale the rolling Mountain, and hang dread. 
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the Glebe, and fit it to become a N 
1 The Earth is a great Labaratory; and De- 
cember's Cold collects the groſs Materials,” which are 
fublimated by the refining Warmth of May. The Air 
a pure elaſtic Fluid; and were it always to remam in 
this motionleſs Serenity, it would loſe: much of its ac- 
tive Spring : was it never agitated by f wholeſome 
Concuſſions, it would contract a noiſome; — A peſ- 
tilential Taint. In which Caſes, our Reſpiration, in- 
ſtead of purifying, would corrupt che vital Juices f in- 
ſtead of ſupplying Us with Refreſhment, would be a 
Source of Diſeaſes; or every Gaſp We draw, might be 
unavoidable Death *. Ho then Thould we'' admire, 
how ſhould we adore, that happy Union of Benignity 
and Wiſdom; which, from a Variety of Diſpenſations, 
produces an Uniformity of (Good | Produces à perpetoal 
Succeſſion of Delights, and an uninterrupted Series of 
Advantage? 

e e e 
bag ande vie whliging Nhnner of. inn ade place. It 
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tte dais cee of Cor and other combuſtible 
Naterials, which are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the Air. 
Conſidering the numberleſs Steams, and Clouds of Smoke, which al- 
moſt continually overwhelm populous Cities: the noiſome Exhalations, 
which ariſe from thronged Infirmaries, and loathſome Jayls ; from ſtag- 
nating Lakes, and putrid Fens the Variety of offenſive and unwhole- 
ſame Effluvia, which procegd fram other Cauſes ;—it is a very remark- 
able Inſtance of a Providence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely | 
powerful, that Mankind is not /uffocated with Stench; that the Air i is 
not choaled with Filth— The Air is the common Sewer, into which ten 
Thouſand Times ten Thoaſand Nuiſances are-inceflantly diſcharged; 
yet it is preſerved ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the moſt tranſparent. 
Medium for Viſfian ; ſo delicately undulatory,. as to tranſmit, with all 
imaginable Diſtinctneſs, every Diverſity of Sound; ſo perfectly pure, 
u to be the conſtant Refiner of the Fluids, ig-every Animal that 


gentle 


256. _ CONTEMPLAITI ONS 


gentle. and reſpectful Advances. A precipitate Trans- 
of 


tion, from. the Splendors of Day, to all the 
Midnight, would be in convenient and frightfill It would 
bewilder the Traveller in his Journey; it would ſtrike 
the Creation wich Amazement; and, perhaps, be per- 
nicious to the Organs of Sight. Therefore the Gloom 
ruſhes not upon us inſtantaneouſſy, but increaſes by ſow 
Degrees z. and, ſending Twilight: before as its Harbinger, 
decently advertiſes us of its Approach! By this means, 
we are. neither alarmed, nor incommollated, by the 
Change; büt are able to take all ſuitable and timely 
Meaſures, for ies Reception. Thus graciouſly has Pro- 
vidence regulated, not only the grand Viciſſitude of the 
Seaſons, but alſo. the common Interchanges of Light and 
Darknaſes with an apparent; Reference to-qur Comfort, 

Now, the flerce Iubabitams of the Foreſt forſake their 
Dens, A thouſand grim Forms; a thouſand 
Monſters, pace the Deſart. Death is in their Jaws, 
while ſtung with Hunger, and athirſt for Blood, they 
roam their nightly rounds,—Unfortunate the Traveller, 
ho is overtaken by the Night, in thoſe difmal Wilds! 
How muſt he ftand aghaſt, at the mingled Yell of ra- 
venous Throats, and Lions roaring after; their Prey 
Defend Him, propitious Heaven] or elſe He muſt ſee 
his endearing Spouſe, and hail his native Home, no 
more Now, the prowling Wolf, like a murderou 
Ruffian, dogs the Shepherd's Footſteps, and beſets his 
bleating Charge. The Fox, like a crafty Felon, ſteals 
ro 8 thatched Cottage, * carries off the feathered 
Booty. | 

- Hayyy for the World; were theſe che duly Deſtroyer 
that walk in Darkneſs, But, alas! there are Savages in 
human Shape ; who, muffled 1 in Shades, infeſt the Abodes 


of i Life. The Sous of Violence make Choice of 
this 
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tus! Seafon 80 rpetrate” t moſt dutrageous Acts of 
Wrong aud 100 The Adulterer waiteth for the 
Twilfght ; and, bafer than the Villain on the Hi way, 


betra the Hokobr of his Boſom-friend: Now, 08 
forms her cloſe Cabals, and"whilh . her traiterous —5 
nations.” Now, Rehelion plans het accurſed Plots, 

prepares The Tran to blow a r Nasen ih Ruin. Now 
Crimes, which hide their odious Heads in the Day, 
haunt the Seats of Sotiety, and ſtalk throngh the Gloom 
with audacidus Front. Now, the /ermin- of the Set 
crawl from their lurking Holes, to ROOD in Sing and 
ſpread ' Coptagign, through the Night. Eacki ſoothing 
himſelf. wich) the fond Nodes, That od B cb: The 
BANS © 0 1 ft How 710 7 LEY 
Axt They then concealed? Pabpoſteecus Madmen! 
To draw the Curtain between their infamous Practices, 
and a little Set of Mortals; but lay them open, to all 
theſe chaſte atul 4rabefad Eyes off Heaven !- As though 
the Monn and Stars were made, ta light Men to their 
Revels, and not to GOD. —Are they then concealed ? 
No, truly. Was every one of theſe vigilant Lumina- 
ries choſed; an Eye rener than the Lightning's Flaſh, 
an Eye brighter than Ten thouſand Suns, beholds their 
every Motion. Their thickeſt Shades are beaming Day. 
to the jealous Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge of human 
Actions —Deluded Creatures! have yOu not n 112 


2 ben Night | "my . 

Darkens the Streets; a wunder nh e Sans 1 
Of Balial, flown with Inſolence and Wine. Mtr. 

+ — Sed Lima wide, fed Sidera T #40 
Intendunt Ocules. 
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Jay, Peradventure the Darkneſs ſhall cover me then ſhall my Night be. 


turned to Day. Or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat more emphatically,” 
Even the * Hall be broad Day-light all around me. Pſ. cxxxix. 10. 


ye 


1 COMTBMPLATIONS 


* * 


Je not read, | * That Clouds and DarkneGs are -His 
« majeſtic Reſidence 97 In that 7 Gloom, to which 
you fly for Covyert, he erects his Throne. What you 
reckon your Screen, is the Bar his Tribunal, ©) i. 
member this | Stand in Awe, and ſin not. Remeinber, 
hat the great andl terrible Gop is about your Path +, when 
8 2 your midnight Range: is about pour-Bed, when 
the looſe Deſire; and ſhies out all your Way, 
n ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully + — 
5 © De Minas tides a Paſſenger eroſſed 4 
Road: His Horſe's Foot ſtruck the Grotind and — 
ed Fire from a Flint. My Eye; though at a — 
eatched the View j- and ſaw, with graut Cleatne/s, the 
tranſient Sparkles : Of which, had I been ever ſo fear; 
1 ſhould not have diſcerned: the ia, Glimpſe, under the 
Blaze of Day:—So 4, when ' Sickneſs has drawn u Veil 
over the Gaiety of our Hearts; Wien Misſortunes have 
eclipſed the Splendor! of our outward Circumſtances; 
780 cmd 2 Conviftions Sane TT 


1 J0 


. | „Pl. deri. $475 R 5 169014 
+ > ian tt phreens eh  -e BI 
mon ſignify, Thon fie my Path, and art intimately acquainted with 
all my ways. The former, I apptehend, denoting the cr Cogni- 
2ance, which the Almighty taketh ; the latter implying the confaxt 
Inſpection, which be exerciſeth; over all the es of our 
Conduct. Pfal: exxxix. 2. » 

t I beg Leave to inform ths ene and whoſe Name dign 
ſies my Dedication : That tis was a Remark of his honoared Father, 
when we rode together, and converſed in a-duſky Evening. I men- 
tion this Circumſtance, partly, to ſecure the Paragraph from Contempt; 
partly, to give Him, and the World, an Idea of that 22 ſe- 
rious Tafte, which diſtinguiſhed my deceaſed Friend. The 1% obviour 
the Reflection, the more clearly it diſcovers a Turn of Mind, remark- 
ably ſpiritual; which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape; without yielding 


fome religious Improvement. The meaner the Incident, the more ad- 


mirable was that Fertility of Imagination; which could hap ag] 
ſublimeſt Truths, from the moſt trivial Occurrences. . - = 
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he brigliteſt Evidenec ! Under 'the\Sun-ſtiine of Proſ- 
perity, they lay undiſcovered;: but, hen ſome inter- 
vening Cloud has darkened the Scene, they emerge 
from their Obſcurĩty, and even glitter upon our Minds. 
Then, the Mori, that deluſive Cheat, ' confeſſes! her 
3 but Jxsus, the bright and Morning Star 
beams forth with inimitable Luſtre. Then, Vire loſes 
all her fallacious Allurements; that painted Strumpet 
is horrible, as the Hags of Hell: but Virtuc, ũeſpiſed 
Virtue, gains Lovelineſs from a louting Providence, and 
treads- the! Shades witch more than mortal Charms 
May this reconcile: me, and all the Suns of Sorrow; to our 
9 0 /Share of Sufferings 1 If Tribulation tend to 
diſſipate the in ward Darkneſs, and Pour heaven Dew 
upon our] Minds; welcome | Diſtreſi; welcome Diſap- 
pointment ; welcome whatever our froward Fleſh, or 
peeviſn Paſſions, would miſcal Calamities. Ibęſe kight 
Mitt ions, which are but for a Moment, ſhall-fiz-cafy upon, 
our Spirits; fince. they befriend our Knowledge; pro- 
mote our Faith; and fo wort aut fur 6776, dar 
a en eternal Wright of Glayi 9.70414 e 
How has this Darknefs/ ſhatched" every ſplendid and 
Naehe ee * ber. ok Hu 1 4 the Sponge 


5 A 1 ws | 17 1 


2 Cor. iv. 1 The abe Ader Giviies, bens 
ing, tranſlates a rgbonnmr, Que mibil majus dici aut fings pot. But 
law dope aha'hs e riſe! How is the Idea enlarged, under Taus ſuch 
forcible Expre 4 xalf vrigoonn ng urtyC eh. The whole Verſe is 
a Maſter-piece of the beautiful Anrithe#s, the lively Dęſcription, and the 
nervous Didi. It is one of thoſe exquiſite Paſſages in the inſpired 
Writings, which, like ſome rich gromatic Plants, cannot be transferred 
from their own generous and native Soil, without being impaired in 
their Vivacity, and loſing much of their Delicacy. Perhaps, the fol- 
bwing Verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the facred Original, 
than the common Tranſlation.—Ozr very light Afiifion, which is but 
1uft for the preſent Moment, wworketh out a far more jonny. ag incom- 
parably great, and 8 Weight of Glo. U 5 
5 ö over 
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over the Pictures of Spring, and deſtroyed all the del 
cate Diſtinftions of Things: Where are now the fine 
Tinges, which ſo lately charmed me from the gl 
Parterre? The Bluſh is ftruck out, from the Cheeks of 
the Roſe ; and the ſhowy Hue; is dropt from the Lil. 
I caſt my Eyes toward a magnificent Seat; but the af. 
piring Columns; and fair expanded Front, are mingled 
in rude Confuſion. Without the Sun, all the Elegance 
of the blooming World, is a mere blank ; all the Sym- 
metry of Architecture, is a ſbapelgſ Heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive Emblem of che Lovelinef, 
which the Sum of Righteouſneſs transfuſes into all that'is 


amiable? Was it not fot Jzsvs, and his Merits, I ſhould 


figh with Anguiſh of Spirit; even while I rove through 
Ranks of the moſt: beautiful Flowers, or breathe amidſt 
a Wilderneſs of Sweets. Was it not for Jzsvs;. and his 
Merits ;- I ſhould roam like ſome diſcanſalate Spire, even 
che Smiles of Creation, and the Cateſſes of For- 
tune. My Converſation in this World, though dreſſed in 
the moſt engaging Forms of external Pleaſure, would be 
like the Paſſage of a condemned Malęfactor, through ena- 
melled Meadows, and Bowers of Bliſs, to be broke upon 
the Wheel, or to expire on the Rack. But a daily Re- 
flection, on the Lams's atoning Blood; a comfortable 
Truſt, that my Soul is reconciled through this divine 
Expiation; this is the Ray, the golden Ray, which ir- 
radiates the Face of the Univerſe. This is the Oil of 
Beauty, which makes all Things wear a chearful Aſpect; 
and the Oil of Gladneſs, which diſpoſes the Spectator to 
behold them with Delight“. This, this is the ſecret 
1 5 2 am, 
„Thus applied, that fine Piece of Flattery, addreſſed to the Heathen 


Emperor, is ſtrictly and literally true. 
Vultus ubi tuus 


Apulfet populo, gratior it dies, 
Et ſoles melius nitent. sse 


Which 
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Charm, which teaches Nature, in all her Proſpes and 
all her Productions, fo exquiſitely to pleaſe. 


Max goeth forth to his Work, and to his Labour, 
« till the Evening.“ But then his Strength fails; his 
Spirits flag; and he ſtands in need, not only of fonie 

Reſpite from Toil, but of ſome kindly and ſovereign Re- 
feſhments.—What-an admirable Proviſion for this Pur- 
poſe, is Step! Sleep introduces a moſt welcome Vaca- 
tion, both for the Soul and Body. The Exerciſes of the 
Brain, and the , Labours of the Hand, are at once diſ- 
continued. So that che weary Limbs repair their ex- 
hauſted Vigour; while the penſive Thoughts drop their 
Load of Sorrows, and the buſy ones reſt from the Fa- 
tigue of Application. Moſt reviving Cordial! Equally 
beneficial to our animal and intellectual Powers. It ſup- 
plies the fleſhly Machine, and keeps all its nice Move- 
ments in a proper Poſture for eaſy Play. I animates 
the thinking Faculties with freſh Alacrity, and rekindles 
their Ardor for the Studies of the Dawn. Without theſe 
enlivening Recruits, how ſoon would the moſt robuſt Con- 
ſtitution, be waſted into a walking Skeletons and the moſt 
karned Sage, degenerate into a honry 1diot!—Some Time 
ago, I beheld, with Surprize, poor Florio, His Air 
was wild; his Countenance meagre z his Thoughts ro- 
ring and Speech diſconcerted. © Inquiring the Cauſe of 
thus ſtrange” 3 I was un ny for ſe- 


Which I wouldeat in a Chriſtian Mould, and thus rent; 
When Faith preſents the Saviour's Death, f 
And whiſpers, This is chine;“ | | 
. sweety my riſing Hours advance, 3 . 
And peacefully decline. 
While ſuch my Views, the radiant Sun 


Sheds a more ſprightly Ray ; 
Each Object ſmiles ; all Nature aunts: 


1 ing my Cares away. 
R veral 
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| veral Nights, he had not cloſed his Eyes in Sleep. For 
want of which  xob{e»\Reftorative,, that ſprighiiy Youth, | 
who was once the Life of the Diſcourſe, and the Dar- 


of the Compa 7: is become a Spefacke of Miſery 
and Horror. 1 90 Md. be : a 
How many of my; \Fellom-creatares are; at this very 
Inſtant, .confined to che Bed of Languiſhing ; and com- 
plaining, with that, illuſtrious, Sufferer of old, M eariſame 
Nights are appainted- to. me. e */ Jſtead- of indulging ſoft 
Repoſe, they, Bk counting the tedious Hours; telling 
every firiking lock; or meaſuring. the very Moments, 
by their. Nl, TIN Pulte. How many, harraſſed with 
Pain, molt, once long to make ſome little, Truce 
with their Agonies, in peaceful - Slumbers! Ho many, 
fick with D Ade, and, reſtleſs even on their -downy 
Pillows, .. would purchaſe this tranſient: Oblivion of their 
Woes, altyoſt at any Rate —Thatsrwhich, W. ealth can- 
not procure; Which: Multitucdes ſigh for in Vain; thy 
God has beſtowed on Thee, Times out of Number. 
The welcome Viſitant, punctual at the needed Hour, has 
entered: thy, Chamber, e his Poppies round thy 
Couch. Has gently cloſed . Aids, and * 
dumbeus Deus over all thy Lebe 7 
© Stncs Sleep is: ſo abſolutely e ſo inclimatl 
valuable: obſerve, what a. ue Apparatus. ty Good- 
neſs has made, to accommodate us with the bs a Blef 
fing. With how kind a Precaution He removes what- 
ever might obſtruct its Acbeſs, or impede its-Influence! 
He draws around us the Curtuin of Darms; which in- 
clines us to a drowfy Tnddlence, and conceals every Ob- 
je, that might too ſtrongly. agitate the Senſe. He con- 
veys Peace into our Apartments ; and impoſes Silence, on 


the whole Creation. Every Animal is bidden to tread 


Job vi. 3. 


ſoftly 7 
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bol ar rather o ceaſe, rom its Motion, hen Man is 
retiridg to his Repoſe. May we not diſcern,” in this 
gracious Diſpoſition of: Things, che tender Cates of a 
— "Ir; who buſhes, every, Noiſe; and ſecliides 

ery, Diſturbance, when She has laid: the Child of her 
Ts tw, Reſt r Se, by. ſuch ſoothing Circumſtances, and 
an e » HE givoth in bis Bekeved Sleep. 
Axorzzx fign Indange of a Proyidence intent upon 
our Welare, i cht he are preſerved y/af# in the Hours 
5 Slumber. How are; we then loſt to: all Apprehenſion 
00 of Dat. even though the Murderer be at our Bed- 
ide, ar his naked. Sword. at our Breaſt l Daſticute of 


| all Concern for qurlelyes, we are uhable to think of, much 


more zo Provide for, our own Security. At theſe Mo- 
ments, therefare, ve lie open to innumerable Perils: 

Perils, from the. reſiſtleſs Rage of Flames: Perik, from 
the ; infiduous Arxtifſces of Thieves, or the outrageous 
Violence of Robberꝭ: Perils, from the irregular Work- 
ings f of our own Thoughts, and pr from che 
mme of ane Fan 


7 ec 


eg 1 th 


+ [hink, it bali taufe pee g. And W 
vidence, that We are not hurried into the moſt Ferpic/ou; Actions, when 
our Imagination is heated, and our Reaſori fupiffed by Dream. We 
have ſometimes heard of unfortunate Perſons, who, walking in their 
Sleep, have thrown themſelves / headlarig from à Window; and been 
daſhed to Death on the Pebbles. © And*whenice is it; chat fiich diſaſ- 


trous Accidents are only re/ated as Pieces of News, not experienced by 


Wu 


' Ourſelves, or our Families? Were owr Minds more ſober in their Ope- 


nations, or more circumſpect in their Regards ? No, vettly : Nothing 
could be more wild, than their Excurſions; and None could be more 


inattentive to their own Welfare. Therefore, if Ve have laid Us down, 


au pt in Peace; it was, becauſe. the LORD youchſafed Us the ſweet 
Refreſument: if Ve re again in Safety ; it was, 1 
Hllained Us with his unremittad Protection. 
Will the candid Reader erenſe me, if I add aſhortStory ; of rather 
a Matter of Fad, ſuitable. to the preceding Remark ?==Two Perſons, 
Si R 2 who 


as CONTEMPLATIONS 


Wnuar dreadful Miſchief might that reſtleſs, that im- 
-placoble Aeg of Manie wich; was there not an 
' inviſible Hand to controul his Rüge, and protect poor 


| Mortals ! What Scenes of Horror he repreſent 
eee 4 ſcare us with Dreams, or 
4 terrify us with Viſtons * But the -Kreper of  Trae!, 
hs never lumbers nor fleeps, interpoſes in our Behalf; 
at once to cheriſh us under his Wings,” and to defend us 
_ a Shield.——It is faid of ' Solomon,” That Threeſcore 

c valiant Men were about his Bed; all expert in War; 
« every one with his Sword upon his Thigh, becauſe of 
Fear in the Night f.“ But One greater than Solomon: 
One mightier-than Myriads of armed Hoſts; even the 
great Jznovan, in whom is everlaſting Strength: He 
d vouchſafes to encump about our ; to watch over our 
| ſleeping Minutes, and to ſtop all che Avenues of Il — 
O! che unwearied and condeſcending Goodneſs of our 
Creator! en e awe: uin 


1 had Wy 3 che Day; I rede hb Gin 
ing Night. One of them was renewing the Purſuit in his Dream ; and, 

"having run the whole Circle of the-Chace, came, at laſt, to the Fall of 
the Stag. Upon this, He erieſ outwith a determined Ardor : I/ ki 
bim Pl till bin e and immediately feels for-the Knife, which he car- 
2 in his Pocket. His Companion happening to be awake, and ob- 

2 what paſſed, leaped from the Bed. Being ſecure from Danger, 
A Big Room, He ſtood to view the Event. 
When, to his inexpreflible Surprize, the infatuated Sportſman gave ſe- 
veral deadly Stabs, in the very Place, where, a Moment before, the 
Throat and the Life of his Friend lay.— This L mention, as a Proof, 
that nothing hinders Us, even from being Aſſaſſins of Orbers, or Mur- 
derers of Ourſebves, amidſt the mad Sallies rs run err 
_Cure of our Heavenly Father. . 

_ + What a complete Maſter that malighant Spurt ö, in exhibiting 
wifonary Repreſentations, appears from his Conduct towards CAA, 
on the highMvuntain ; and that he is too ready, if not reſtrained by 
an over-ruling Power, to employ his Dexterity in afi##ing Mankind, 


* e eee <Zbf" See Luke . 5. Pres 14- 


Cant. iii. 7, 8. 
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dent Shades and. plants bis own ever-watchful Eye as 
our Centinel, while we enjoy the-ncedtul. Repoſe. | 


REASON, now, reſigns her ſedate Office; and 
Fancy, extravagant Fancy; leads the Mind 


2 
Maze of Vanity. The Head is crouded with falſe 4:2 a 


and tantalized with the moſt ridiculous Miſa 
of Things. Some, are expatiating amidſt . Fields, 
and gathering Garlands of viſionary Bliſs; while their 
Bodies are ſtretched on a Whiſp of Straw, and ſheltered 
by the Cobwebs of a Bam. Others, quite inſenſible of 
their Rooms of State, are mourning in a doleful Dun- 
gon, or ſtruggling with the [raging Billows. Perhaps, 
with kaſty Steps, they climb the craggy Cliff; and, with 
real Anxiety, fly from the imaginary Danger. Or elſe, 
benumbed with ſudden Fear, Naa finding themſelves 
unable to eſcape, they give up at once their Hopes, and 
their Efforts ; and, though reclined on a Couch of Ivory, 
are ſinking, all helpleſs and diftrefſed, in the furious 
Whirlpool. So unaccountable are the Vagaries of the 
Brain, while Sleep maintains its Dominion over the 
Limbs! 


Bur is This the a Seaſon, when abſurd incohe- 
rent Irregulanities play their Magic on our Minds? Are 
there not thoſe who dream, even in their waking Mo- 
ments Some pride themſelves in a Notion of ſuperior 
Excellency, becauſe the Royal Favour has annexed a 
tew ſplendid Titles to their Names; or becauſe the dy- 
ing Silkworm has bequeathed her fineſt Threads, to 
cover their Nakedneſs.— Others congratulate their own 
ignal Happineſs, becauſe Loads of golden Lumber are 
amaſſed together in their Coffers ; or promiſe themſelves 
2 moſt ſuperlative Felicity indeed, when ſome Thou- 
lands more are added to the uſeleſs Heap. Nor are 
there wanting Others, who gape after /ubſtantial Satiſ- 

| | R 3 faction 
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faction from airy Applauſe ; and flatter cherſtlves with, 
I know nap: what, Immortality in the momentary Buz 
of Renown,—Are any of Theſe a whit more 9 15 
ih their Opmions, than 4 6 poor Wretch in his 
Reveries 1210 While ſnoring r rpaged Hed, exults 
in the Poffeſtan of his ſtately Palace, and ſumptuous 
Furniture 1 Perſons, ade are very Vaſſal: to their 
own Jommeering Paffions, and led. captive. by number⸗ 


leſs T emptations: if theſe Perſons. pique chemſelyes with 


Aa Conceit of their Liberty, and fancy themſclves the 
generous and gallant Spirits of the Age: whete is the 
Difference between Theirs, and the Madman $ qa ; 
who, though chained to the Floor, is throned in Thought, 
and, wielding an imaginary Sceptre In a Word; as 
many as ay da Dignity from a Plume of Feathers, 
jo the g of Fortune; as many as fend 
err Souls: to 0 1 U pb in the Blandiſhrnents of Senſe, 
or in any Thing ſhort 4 the divine F avour, and a well- 
grounded Hope of the 1 incorrupti ible Inheritance : what 
are they, but Dreamers with their Efes Pens " lui. 
though in Health! 


Wovrp you ſee their Picture, drawn, to the very 
Life; and the Succeſs of their Schemes, Galtuldted With 
the utmoſt Exactneſs; caſt your Eye upon that fine Re- 
preſentation, exhibited by th Pop It Pall be even 
as when a bungry Man ad and behold, be eateth ; 
' but be \anvaktWþ," un bis Soul ir, bnpty; "Or 4 "phen a 
thirty Man trtamet, and behold, be Ainirb; "Burt le 
ewakirb; and Bobold, he is faint, und bis Sou, bath Appe- 
Ty” Suck 45 he Nr and tuch the rh of all 
Sel |» Thigh Cres e bahn, 
®; " Poagorteiry of waking B, 441 
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choſe Candidates for. Honour and Joy; who; run wide 
from the Mark of the high Calling of Gag, in Canis | 
Irsus. They live in Vanity, and die in Woe.—Awaken 

Us, merciful Lord, from thee noon-tige Trances | Awaken 
us, while Conviction may turn to our Advantage, and 
not ſerve only to inereaſe our Torment. O ! let our 
« Eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the Things that are 
« excellent;” and no longer be impoſed upon by fantaſtic 
Appearances, which, however pompous they may ſeem, 
will prove more empty than the Viſions of the Night, 
more tranfient than the Dream that is forgotten. | 


Having mentioned Sleep and Dreams, let me once 
again conſider thoſe remarkable Incidents of our Frame; 
ſo very remarkable, that I may venture to call them, 
a kind of experimental Myftery, and little leſs than a 
ſtanding Miracle. ehold the moſt vigorous Conflitution, 
when ſtretched on the Bed of Eaſe, and totally reſigned 
to the Slumbers of the Night. Its Activity ĩs oppreſſed 
with Fetters of Indolence; its Strength is. conſigned 
over to a temporary Annihilation; ; the Nerves are like 
» Bow unſtrung, and the whole animal Syſtem is like a 
motionleſs Log.——Behold a Perſon of the moſt delicate 
Senſations, and amiable Difpoſttions. His Eyes, though 
thrown wide open, admit not the viſual Ray; at leaſt, 
diſtinguiſh not Ohjects. His Ears, with the Organs 
unimpaired, and articulate Accents beating upon the 
Drum, perceiye not the Sound; at leaſt, apprehend 
not the Meaning. The Senſes, and their exquiſitely 
fine Feelings, are overwhelmed with an unaccountable 
Stupefaction. You call him a ſocial Creature; but 
where are his ſocial Affections? He knows nat the 
Father, that begat him; and takes no Notice of the 
Friend, that is as his own, Soul. The Wife of bis 
Boſom may expire by his Side, an] He lie more un- 
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concerned than a Barbarian. - The Children of his Body, 
may be tortured with the ſevereſt Pangs; and He, even 
in the fame Chamber, remain untouched with the leaſt 
Commiſeration.—Behold the © moſt ingenious Scholar: 

whoſe Judgment is piercing, and able to trace the moſt 


intricate Difficulties of Science; his Taſte refined, and 


quick to reliſh all the Beauties of Sentiment and Com- 
poſition. Yet, at this Juncture, the thinking F aculties 
are unhinged, and the intellectual Oeconomy quite dif. 
concerted. Inſtead of cloſe - connected Reaſonings, no- 
thing but a disjointed Huddle of abſurd Ideas: inſtead 
of well-digeſted Principles, nothing but a diſorderly 
Jumble of crude Conceptions. The moſt palpable De- 


luſions, impoſe upon his Imagination. The whole Night 


paſſes, and he frequently miſtakes ir for a ſingle Minute: 
is not ſenſible of the TA hardly ſenſible of any 
Duration. 

Ter, no ſooner does the Morning dawn, and Day- 
light enter the Room ; but this ſtrange” Inchantment 
vaniſhes, The Man awakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed 
of all the valuable Endowments ; which, for ſeveral 


Hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt, His Sinews are braced, 
and fit for Action. His Senſes are alert and keen. 
The romantic viſionary brightens into the Maſter of 
Reaſon. The frozen or benumbed Affections, melt 
with Tenderneſs, and glow with Benevolence. And, 


what is beyond Meaſure ſurprizing, the intoxicated 
Mind works. itſelf ſober, not by flow Degrees, but, in 


the Twinkling of an Eye, recovers from its Perturba- 


tion Why does not the Stupor, which deadens all 


the nice Operations of tlie animal Powers, hold faſt its 


Poſſeſſion? When the Thoughts are once diſadjuſted, 
why are they not always in Confuſion? How is it, that 
they are rallied in a Moment; and, from the wildeſt 


Ixregularity, reduced to the moſt orderly Array ?— 


From 
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From an Inactivity, reſembling Death; how is the Body 
ſo ſuddenly reſtored, to Vigour and Agility? From Ex- 
travagancies, bordering upon Madneſs; how is the Un- 
derſtanding inflantaneoufly re-eſtabliſhed,” in Sedateneſs 
and Harmony —Surehy, “ this is the Loxp's Doing, 
and it ſhould be marvellous in our _— WO | 
awaken our Gratitude, and inſpirit our Praiſe.” \ 


Tuts is the Time, in which Ghoſts are * to 
make their Appearance. Now, the. timoreus Imagina- 
tion teems with Phantoms, and creates numberleſs Ter- 
rors to itſelf, . No dreary Forms, in ſullen State, ſtalk 
along the Gloom; or, ſwifter than Lightning, glide 
acroſs the Shades. Now, Voices more than mortal are 
heard from the echoing Vaults, and Groans iſſue from 
the hollow Tombs... Now melancholy Spectres viſit 
the Ruins of ancient Monaftries, and frequent the ſo- 
litary Dwellings of the Dead. They pals and repaſs, 
in, unſubſtantial Images, along the forſaken Galleries; 
or take their determined Stand, over ſome lamented 
Grave,—How often has the School-boy fe tched a long 
Circuit, and trudged many a needleſs Step, in order to 
avoid the haunted Church-yard ? Or, if Neceſlity, fad 
Neceſſity, has obliged him. to croſs the Spot; where 
buman Skulls are lodged below, and the balefu! Tris ſhed 
ſupernumerary Horrors above; a thouſand hideous Stories 
ruſh into his Memory, Fear adds Wings to his Feet; he 
ſcarce touches the Ground ; dares not once look behind 
him; and bleſſes his good Fortune, if no frightful 
Sound purred at his Heels, if no ghaſtly Shape 1 


upon his N 


Vor quoque per Tuces 5 exaudita filenter 
ngen, & fimulacra modis pallentia miris 


Viſa ſub obſcurum noc iu | VII. 
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Tis ſtrange, to obſerye the exceflive Timidity, which 
poſſeſſes many People's Minds on this fanciful Orcaſion 
while they are void of all Concert on others of the 
moſt træmendbus Inpart. Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in 
any dark and lonely. Walk, at the uu Apprebanſion of a 
fingle;Spedtre ; are nevertheles. unimpreſſed at the fure 
Proſpect, of entering into a whole World af diſembodied 
Beings. Nay, are without any Emotions of Awe, though 
they know themſelves to be haſtening into the Preſence 
of the Great, Infinite, and Eternal Spirit. Should ſome 
pale Meſſenger from the Regions of the Dead, draw 
| back our Curtains at the Hour of Midnight; and, ap- 

Pointing ſome particular Place, ſay, as the horrid Appa- 
rition to Brutus, PH meet thee there ®: believe, the 
boldeſt Heart would feel fomething ke a Panic; would 
ſeriouſly think upon the Adventure, and be in Pain for 
the Event. But, when a Voice from Heaven cries, in 
the awakening Language of the Prophet, Prepare to 
meet thy God, 'O Ifracl f; how little is the Warning re- 
garded! How ſoon is it forgotten! Prepoſterous Stu- 
3 ! To be utterly unconcerned, here it is the tri 

iſdom to take the Alarm; and to be all Trepidation, 


where there is nothing really terrible !—Do Thou, my 


Soul, remember thy Saviour's, Admonition ; 3 , will 
& forewarn you whom you ſhall fear.. Fear not theſe 
tt imaginary Horrors, of the Night. But fear that awful 
te Being; whoſe Revelation of Himſelf, though with 
* Expreſſions of peculiar Mercy, made Moſes, his fa- 
re yourite e Servant, tremble exceedingly. — Whole Mani- 


* The Story of Brutus, and his evil Genius, is well known. Nor 
muſt it be denied, that the preciſe Words of the Spectre to the Hero, 
were, TI meet thee at Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my 
Purpoſe, I was obliged t to make ee in the ee of 
R | 

+ Amos i iv, 12. 


ce feſtation, 


= 
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nich T have Always underſtood this Paſſage, be traeBlphaz, I ap» 
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« ſeſtation; when He by ppt wick rant of inexora- 
« ble Vengeance, will make mighty Cimguerers 3\ who 
« were familiar with Dangers, and eſtranged to Diſmnay; 
« call upon de Mourtalns to fal on therm, and tie Rocks 
to cover tien. The Menace of wle majeftie Eye, 
„ when he coins attended with thotffand TOufen de of 
« his immortal Hoſts, will make the very Heavers deave 
« aſunder, and the Earth flee away,—O! dread s Diſ- 
« pleafute; ſecure tts Fayout; and then Thou thay'ſt 
„ comniit all thy other Atnletics to the Wind. Thos 
may ſt laugh at every other Fear“. 

Tuts brings to my Mind a memorable and 5 
Occutrence, recorded in the Bobk of 5b, Which 
is, T think, no inconfiderable Proof of the real Exiftence 


of e 55 on ſome very xiraorainary don 


* LM . L gi fob bv, 12; th, be. 
+ {Baby bl Exiftenct of Ipartrins lf ths Sen in 5 


prehend; was neither in a Trance, nor in a Dream, but perſpctiy 
awake.Though He ſpeaks of Sleep; He ſpeaks of it, as fallen not 
upon himſelf, but upon ether Men. He does not mention Dreams, 
though Hider Sa, would have ſuited the Verſe (if the Book be in 
Metre) altogether ks well as πα/ů fenen. It could not, ſurely, be 
2 Wind; as ame tranſiate the Word . Becauſe, the Circumſtance 
of fanding fill, is not ſo compatible with the Nature of a Wind; and a 
Wind would have paſſed above Him, all arowd Him, as well a before 
Hum, BRAY how low a Remark it is, and how unworthy of a 
Place i in ſq auguſt a Deſcription, that He could not difeern the Form of 
a Wind.—lt ſeems, therefore, to have been a real Spixit; either Angeli. 7 
cal as were thoſe, which preſented themſelves to Aralqua reſling at the 
Door of his Tent, and to ler ſitting i in the Gate of Sodom; or «if, the 
Spirit af ſome departed Saint, ag in the Caſe of Samuel's Apparition, 
or the famous, Appearpace. of %, and Ekjah. on the Mount of 
Trans6gyrmiongr;4\ Spirit, aſſuming ſome Febicle, in order to become 

le to the human Eye. Which, accordingly,  Elphaz ſaw, ex: 
hibiting tſelf as an Object of Sight. But, ſaw. fo obſourely and in- 
diſtinctly, that He was not able, either to deſot ibe its A or to 
"oy err it reſembled. 
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cies;. While it diſcountenances thoſe Legions of idle 
Tales, which Superſtition has raiſed, and Credulity re. 
ceived. Since it teaches us, that if, at any Time, thoſe 
Viſitants from the unknown World, render themſelves 
perceivable by Mortals, it is not upon any Errand of 
frivolous Conſequence ; ; but, to convey Intelligences of the 


utmoſt Moment, or to vort Impreſſions of the higheſt 


Ae 
Twas in the Dead of Night. All Nature lay ſhroud- 


| ed in Darkneſs. Every Creature was buried in Sleep. 
The moſt profound Silence reigned through the Uni- 


verſe... In thefe ſolemn Moments, Elipbaz alone, all 
wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and hea- 
venly Subjets,—When, lo! an awful Being, from the 
inviſible Realms, burſt into his Apartment. Spirit 
paſſed before his Face. Aſtoniſhment ſeized the Beholder. 
His Bones ſhivered within Him ; his Fleſh trembled all 
over him; and the Hair of his Head ſtood erect with 
Horror.—Sudden and unexpected, was the Appearance 


df the Phantom; not ſuch its Departure. It food frill, 


to preſent itſelf more fully to his View, It made a 
folemn Pauſe, to prepare his Mind for ſome momentous 
Meſſage.—Aſter which, a Voice was heard. A Voice, 
for the Importance of its Meaning, worthy to be had in 


I have given this ſolemn Picture a modern Dreſs, rather for the 
Sake of Variety and Illuſtration, than from any Apprehenfion of im- 
proving the admirable Original, Such an Atrempt, I am ſenſible, 
would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer Gold, or paint the 
Diamond. The Deſcription, in Elighaz”s own Language, is awful 
and affecting to the laſt Degree. A Night-Piece, dreſſed in all the Cir- 


cumſtances of the deepeſt Horror. I queſtion, whether Shakfpeare him- 


ſelf, though ſo peculiarly happy for his great Command of terrifying 
Images, has any Thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The Judges 
of fine Compoſition ſee the maſterly Strokes; and, I believe, the moſt 
ordinary Reader feels them, calling his Blood, and awakening Emo- 


tions of Dread in his Mind, 
everlaſting 


green kJ © 


vi ving be juſtified. 
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everlaſting Remembrance; for the Solemnity of its De- 
livery, enough to alarm'a Heart of Stone. It ſpoke; 


and this was the Purport of its Words“ Sal Man, 
« frail Man, be juſt before the mighty GOD? ſhall even 


« the moſt accompliſhed of Mortals be pure in the Sight of bis 
„ Maker * ? Behold, and conſider it attentively. He put 


« 10 ſuch Truſt in bis moſt exalted Servants,” as' ſhould 
ec beſpeak them incapable of Defect. Aud bis very An- 
« gels be chargtd <with Folly ; as ſinking, even in the 

« higheſt Perfection of their Holineſs, infinitely beneath 
« his tranſcendent Glories ; as falling, even in all the 
« Fidelity of their Obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of the 
Homage due to his adorable Majeſty. If angelic Na- 
« tures muſt not preſume to juſtify, either Themſelves, 
« or their Services, before uncreated Purity; how much 
« more abſurd. is ſuch a Notion, how much more impi- 
«.ous fuch an Attempt, in Them that duell in Houſes of 
« Clay ; whoſe Original is from the Ws un whoſe 

« State is all Imperfection! ? 

4 wovuLD obſerve from henes, the very A Ne. 
ceſſity of that Poverty of Spirit, which intirelyrenounces 
its own Attainments ; and moſt thankfully ſubmits to 
the Righteouſneſs of the incarnate Gon. To inculeate 


this Leſſon, the Son of the Bleſſed came down from 


Heaven; and eres no ocher Principle, with 15 re- 


» "There ſeems to be 2 l and beautiful Gradztion in the 
Hebrew Words um and Ma, which I have endeavoured to preſerve 
by a Sort of parapbraſtic Verfion.—The Reader will obſerve a yew 
Turn given to the Sentiment; preferable, I think, to that which our 
Englifþ Tranſlation exhibits. Not, Hall Man be more juſt than GOD? 
But, all Man be juſt before, or in the Sight of GOD ? The Paſſage, 


thus rendered, ſpeaks-a_ Truth incomparably more weighty, and 


needful to be inculcated. A Truth, exactly parallel to that hum- 
bling Confeſſion of the Prophet, Me are all as an unclean Thing; and 
to that ſolemn Declaration of the Plalmiſt, In thy Sight, Hall no Man 
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pepted'® an Impartumity, on his Hearers. To inſtil the 
ame Doctrine, the Hor Gnoör couched the Lips, of 
the Apaſtles_with, ſaered Eloquence; and made it an 
eminent Fart of their Commiſſon, to demoliſh every 
high Imagination.” | That no Expedient - might be 
wanting,.t0. give it a. deep and laſting Eficacy on the 


human Mind z a Phantomy ariſes from che Valley of the 


Shadow of: Death, or a Teacher deſcends from the. Ha- 
.bitatiqn. of Spirits, Whatever then we. neglect; let ws 
not naglect to cultivate this Grace, hich has been f 
main taught, ſo powerfully epforced, 

Hk l @ d ic. Wich ſudden Starts, and 

hideous Sereams, ie cliſturbs the Silenee of the r 
Night. Lis che Gœrvecb- ol, ſometitbes in frantic; ſome- 
eimes in diſdonſolate Accents, uttering her Woes f. She 
flies the vocal Grove, and ſhuns the Society of all the 


feathered Choir. . The blooming Gardens, and flowery 


Meads,” have no Charms for her. Obſcene Shades, 
ragged Ruins, and Walls overgrownwith Ivy, are her 
favourite Haunts. - Above, the imouldering Procipice 
"Mw TAS FRI as a, Tau 1 


It is A ee ee Gs eee 
mentator, That no one Sentence uttered by bur Lon n, is fo 


frequently repeated as this; M beſocwer Hall exalt himſelf, foall be 


« abaſed ; and he that Hall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted. Which 


; Ge occurs in the Evangeliſts; but is zever duly accompliſhed in 


s, till We diſclaim all Pretenſion to Merit and Righteouſneſs of our 
own, and ſeek them only i in the Atonement and Obedience of J Es us 
On R 18 


Ne culmitibus ferali 3 
See gueri, longaſque in fletum ducere act. 
Thus fung that charming Genius, that Prince of the ancient Poets, 


chat moſt conſummate Maſter of Elegance and Accuracy; all whoſe 
* Sentiments are Nature, whoſe every Defſeription is a Picture, whoſe 
Whole Language is Muſie—VIACIL. a 
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the Poiſonous Adder hies. Phe ſprightly Morning, 


which awukens other Animals) into Joy, adminiſters no 
Pleafure to this gloomy Recluſe. Even the ſmiling 
Face of Day, is her Averſion; and all its — enen 
create nothing bit Uneafineſs. > 

"So, juſt To; would it aud oi the Unifodly ; — i 

nofſible to fuppoſt their Admiſfion, into the chaſte and 

right Abodes of endleſs "Felicity. They would find 
nothing but Difappointment and Shame, even at che 
Fountain- Head of Happineſs and Honour. For how 
could the Tongue, Wee to Profanencſs, taſte any 
Delight in the harmonious Adorations of Heaven? 
How could the Lips, cankered with Sander, reliſh the 
Raptures/of everlaſting Praiſe? Where wotid be the 
Satisfaction of the bain Beauty, or the ſuper ciious Grandee ? 
Since, in the Temple of the Skies, no Intenſe of Flat- 
tery world be addreſſed to the former; nor any obſe- 
quious Homage paid to the latter The ſpotleſs and 
inconceivaBle Purity of the Bleffed Go, would flaſh 
Confufion on the Taſtivious" Eye,. The envious" Mind, 
mult be on a Rack of ſeff-rormenting Paſſions, to ob- 
{ve Millions of happy Beings, hining 1 in all the Per- 
fections of Glory, and folacing themſelves 4 in the Ful- 
neſs of Joy. In ſhort; the uiifariftified Soul, amidft 
holy and triumphant Spirits; even in the reſined Re- 
gions of Blißs and Immortality; would be like this me- 
lancholy Bird, diſlodged from her darkſome e 
and ee the Beams of wh 


. * 


TRE 


* I would Fl of the Reader to obſerve, with what Enpbaſe and Pro- 
friety our Lo x d touches this important Point, in his memorable Re- 
ply to Nicodemus. Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto thee, Except a Man be born 
again, He CANNOT enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; q. d. I wave 
the Authority of the Supreme Judge, and ſpeak with the Condeſern/ion 
* of a Teacher in 1/-ae/. Though I might, without being liable to 
* he leaſt Controul, pals it into a ſovereign Decree : That unrenewed 
; ««. Mortals, 
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Tux Voice of this Creature ſcreaming: at our Wig- 
dows,. or of the Raven croaking over our Houſes, js, 
they ſay, 2 Token of approaching Death. There are 
Perſons, who would regard ſuch an Incident, with no 
ſmall Degree of Solicitude. Trivial as it is ; ĩt would 
damp their Spirits, perhaps, break their Reſt.— One 
cannot but wonder, that People ſhould ſuffer themſelves 
to be afftighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet; be quite 
unaffected, with real, Preſages of their Diſſolution. Real 
Preſages of this awful Event, addreſs us from every 
Quarter. What are theſe incumbent Glooms, which over- 
whelm. the World, but a kind; of Pall provided for Na. 
tue; and an Image of that long Night, !which. wil 
quickly coves the Inhabitants of the whole Eurth? What 
an Affinity has the-Sleep f, which will very ſoon, weigh 
down my drowſy Eye-lids; wich that State of intire Cei- 

Aion, in which all ay Senſes. muff be laid aſide 1, The 

. hamber, and the Bed of Slumber, are a very 
e OTA of the Land, where all Things 
ate huſhed, all, Things are forgotteh.— What meant 
that deep, Death-Bell, Nete, which, the other Eyening, 
the Air? Laden with; heavieft Accents, it ſtruck 

our Ears, and ſeemed. to knock at the Door of our 
Hearts. |, Surely, it brought a. Meſſage to ſuryiving 
Mortals, and thus the Tidings ran: « Mortals, the De- 
+ ſtroyer pt PIE IE is on * War. Gl iſe Focmy 


„bun 

* Mortal, == are i to corrupt ae 8 nat L. vor enter the 

«< Habitations of the Juſt I rather chooſe to repreſent it, as a Caſe 

* utterly impeſſible ; and charge the Calamity, not upon Divine Seve- 

« rity, but upon human Folly. Such Perſons, from the very Nature 

„of Things, preclude themſelves ; they incapacitate their own 

Minds; and Contrarieties muſt be reconciled,” before They, in their 

A unregenerate Condition, ca be Farmers of thoſe * and 
* ne Delights.“ Jobn iii. 3. | 


1 E. Conſongaines Lethi Sapor. Views." 
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« has begun the Purſuit ; and is gaining Ground upon 
« yqu, every Moment. His Paths are firewed, with 
« Heaps of Slain. Even now, his Javelin has laid one 
« of your Neighbours in the Duſt; and will ſoon, * 
* ſoon, aim the inevitable Blat at each of your Lives 

WX need not go down to the Charnel-Houſe, nor 
carry our Search into the Repoſitories of the Dead; in 
onder to find Memorials of our impending Doom. ps 
Multitude of theſe Remembrancers are planted in all our 
Paths, and point the heedleG Paſſengers, to their long 
Home. I can enter a conſiderable Town, but 
meet the. funeral roceſſion, or the Mourners going 
about the Streets, The Hatchment ſuſpended on the 
Wall, or Cape ſtrraming in the Air, are ſilent Inti- 
mations; that both Rich and Poor have been emptying 
their Houſes, and repleniſhing their Sepulchres. I can 
ſcarce join in any Conyerſation, but mention is made of 
ſome that are given over by the Phyſician, and hovrer- 
ing on che Fl ernity; of others, that have 
ut dropt their Cla weeping Friends, and are 
gone to appear jus the; Judge of all the Earth, 
There's not a News-Paper comes. to my Hand ; bur 
amidſt all its entertaining Narrations, reads ſeveral ſe- 
rious Lectures of tale. 1 elſe are the repeated 
Acoounts—of Age, worn gut by ſlow-conſuming Sick - 
nefſes—of Louth, daſhed tp ieces ay ry 7 ſudden 
Stroke of Caſualry—of Patriots, exchanging their Seats 
in the Senate, for a dgu in the Tank of Miſers, 
relgning® their Breath, and (O relentleß Deſtiny |) ,./ 
kaving their very Rickes for others? Even the Vekicles 
of our Amuſement, are Regiſters of the-Deccaſed ; and 
\ a Wands, but in Concert with 2 
i Anell. 

Tursx Monitors croud every Place not ſo much 
15 Scenes of er Diverſion excepted. What are 

i 8 the 
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che Decoraridis' of our public Buildings, and the moſt 
elegant Furilitiite of our Parlours; but the Imagery of 
Death; and Trophies of the "Fomb'#" That marble 
Buſt; and thoſe" gilded Pictufes; how ſolemnly th 
recognize the” Fate ff others, and ſpeakinghy remind us 
of our On I ſee, Their, and O!! feel this great 
Truth. It is interwoven” with” my Conftitution. The 
! Frequent" Detays” of the Structure fofetel irs nal Ruin, 
What are all the Pains, "that Rape been darted through 
my Limbs; what"every Diſcaſt, that Haslaſſaulted my 
Health but de advanced Guards of the Foce? What 
are the Langücts and Wearfineſß, that "attend "tHe" La- 
bours of each revolving Day but the more "ſecret Prat: 
Zices of the Adverlary, boy undermining” the” earthly 
Tabetnacle?”- - 0 
Alper fo many Notices, ſhall 10.80 on thobghtleſ 
and uncgncerned! Can none of the Prognoſtics, which 
are fire as'Oracles, awaken dur Attention, and engage 
our Cirrumſpection? Noah, is written, being warned if 
60 D, prepared an Ark. Imitate, my Soul, imitate 
this cee Example. Admoniſhed by ſoch a Cloud 
vf Witneffeb, be e thyſelf in a Readi- 
| heſs for tlie MR Change | that Day, of which 
thou haft Ie mah cable Signs, come upon thee un. 
Sende Gf the Toy untwined,” and thy Affections diſ- 
entangled from this inchanting World; that thou may ' 
be able to quit it, without Reluctance. Get the dread- 
ful Hand- toriting cantelled, and all thy Sins blotted out; 
«that thou may ſt depart in Peace, and have. nothing to 
fear at the deciſive Tribunal. Get, O! get thyſelf i in- 
tereſted in the Redeemer's Merits, and trarsfortned into 
his ſacred Image; then, halt Thou be meet for the In- 
heritance of Saints in Light, and may'ſt even deli to 
be _— Feat to Ls oy ”” 97018 
9192785 U 1 
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Aiferens the Hire of this charming Songter, from 

na = RY pee Putcries ! The little Creature 
all the Variations of Muſic; and ſhewed 

bertel of every Grace, which oonſtitutes or 
embelliſhes Harmony;—Sometimes, ſhe. fwells a manly 
Throat, and her Sang leindles into Ardor. The Tone 
is ſo Jald, and ſtrikes With ſuch Energy, you would ima- 
gine the ſprightiy Serenader in the very next Thicket. 
AR Strain Jenguiſbes, and the mournful Warbler 
e eee e. 

17 pat Shades,r and faintly touch your Ear; or 

in e phat Accents, they ſeem to die along 
the 4 50 14 7 „ 8 „ e 
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Club Feaſt of Harmony. —In like manner, 
the Plea res of Religion, and the oy of Reconcilia- 
5 Ab Go; the Sate aflfiüg, from an eſta- 
2 ed Intereſt in Cngisr, and from, d the Proſpect of 
Immortality ; theſe are all loft to the Mind, 

1 1 15 in the LES Land dares not, or. delights 
Tetie into fe. —Are we charmed with, the 
Nightid Ale s Song! Do we wiſh to have it. nearer, 
and hear” it oſtener? Let vs s ſeek a a renewed Heart, and 


— — 7 ' Bong, or Ll at the riotous 
15 th 


a reſi gned Will; a Conſcience that whiſpers Peace, and 
Paſſions that are tuned by Grace. T hen, ſhall we neyer 


I 


* Mir r. Par. Loft, B. III. I. 38. 
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want a Melody in/our/own-Brebfts; far more: mafcall 
pleaſing, than ſweet Philomela!s: tweetelt Strains. 

As different as the Io of theſe Birds, are the Cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe few. fem, Perſons, : who. ——— 
Some are ſquandering „ Pearls ſhall 1 ſay, 2 omg } 
No; but What is unſpeakably more” „Time. 

ring this ineſtimable Taleht, wi ch ſenſe 
Ic and wanton Prodigality. - Not content with allowing 
u few ſpare Minutes, for — of neceſſary Mare 
ation; they laviſh mary Hours, devote We Mxbrr, © 
that idle Diverſion'of- ſhuMing:! ranging, and detahing 
2 Ser of painted Paſſcboards:Others, infteat'df thi 
buſy 'Trifling, act the Part” of "their bun Tormentors, 
They tven piquet themſelves v, and call it Amiuſefnent: 
the y arc tor by wild Horſes, yet term K 
j Uſe 3 is the Canter Fracticæ ; His Mind Agel 
the Tenter-Fiooks of anz ibus Suſpenbt, and 
the fierteſt Extremes of Hope ahd Feat ! 
Dice are rattli his Heart is throbl 
10 dee "bd; poftibly; at the 1 85 
one ſinks in the Gulph of abs 
the Rage u Bie n 


(rg ſnatched from Os Bloom 0 of, He 
Lap of Firng, are confined pr wr Schug 
ere they are conſtrained, :ei r. to p lunge np, f 
everlaſting World, 1 in an unprepared mf no is or, pf 
1 "Alternative 1). to think over all Nies of 2 
Life, and All the Bitterneſs of pre 
The fe Dil rages ; it baffles che Force of Medicye; 
And urges the reluctant Wretch, to the 5 61 of the 
Precipice. While Furies rouſe, the Ca nce, and 
| 7 at the botgmleſs Pit eee He Koc. 


ph Adin i vey pl Pane, inflicted on Delioqu 
4 N. . PiN 
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in e ach rived long ago of the, Huſband” of ker 
Boſom, Vue of All her other Offsprigg 3. is, even 
now, receiving the Blow which conſummares her Cala: 
mities . In vain, ſhe tries to aſſwage the Sorrows of 
2 beloved Son Fim eum, the attempts, with her tender 
Offices, t&'prolotig” 4 Life, dearer than her own. He 
faints' in her Arnis; he” bows his Head; he finks' in 
Death! '/ Fatal, doubly fatal, that laſt-expiring Pang! 
While it diſſodges the unwilling Soul, it rends an ony 
bild, from the yearning Embraces of a Parent; and 
ee e- from a diſconſolate 

' Wants Thoſe long for a Reprieve ; Others invite the 
Stroke. Quite weary of the World, with a reſtleſs Im- 
patience, they ſigh for Difſolution. Some, pining away 
under the : tedious Decays of an incurable Conſumption ; 
or gaſping for Breath, and almoſt ſuffocated, by an In- 
undation of drepfical. Waters. On ſome a relentleſs Can- 
Ee e ee and is gnawing 


. This brings to iny Mind erase . ex- 
tant in the Productions of the Pen. The facred Hiſtorian paints it, 
in all the Simplicity of Stile, yet with all the Strength of volouring. 
When FESUS came nigh to the Gate of the City, behold! there was a 
dead Min tarried out, . only Son of bis Mother, ani ſhe was a Widew. 
—What a Gradation is here ! How pathetically beautiful ! every freſh 
Cireninſtance, widens the Wound y aggravates the Calamity ; till the 
Deſcription is worked up into, the moſt finiſhed Picture of exquiſite 
and inconſolable Diſtreſs. —He was a young Man: cut off in the Flower 
ef Life, amidſt a Thouſand gay Expectations, and ſmiling Hopes, 
A Son, 10 60 5 the afflicted Mother's All. So that none re- 
mained to preſerve the Name, or perpetuate the Family. What ren- 
dered the Caſe ſtill more deplorable, She <vas a Mida leſt intirely 
deſolate ; abandoned to her Woes ; withqut any to ſhare her Sorrows; 
or to comfort her under the irreparable Loſs, 4 not this a fine Sketch 
of the Inpaſfioned and PiZurdfyue ? Who can confidbr the Narrative, 
vith any Attention; and not feel his Heart penetrated, with a tender 


Commiſeration ? Luke vii. 12. 
83 them, 
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them, though, jp te midſt of bodily- Vigour,. ig: the 
midſt of Wyng grd to Death, . Uthe 
are on'a Rack of Agonies,. ty Nana f the 
Hine. O! how the Pain writhes. their 29 
Sweat bedews their Fleſh,; .and their Eye-balls. il, 
roll! Methinks, the Night condoles, v theſe her dif- 
treſſed Children; and ſheds dewy Tears, over their ſor- 
rowful-Abodes.—But of all Mortalz, IA are the moſt 
exquiſitely. miſcrable, who groan, beneath. the Preſſiite of 
a melancholy Mind; or ſmart under the Laſhes of a re- 
| ſeuful Conſcience, Though robed.in.Ermine z-0r-co- 
vered with Jewels; the State of a Slave chained.ito' the 
Gallies, or of an Exile condemned hut agar ba 
perfect Paradiſe compared wich cheirs.. 

Ol! chat the Votaries of Mirth ; — Life is a con- 
tinued Round of Merriment and Whim; would beſtow 
one ſerious Reflection, on this Variety of human Moes! 
It might teach them to be leſs enamoured, with the 
few languid Sweets; that are thin ſcattered: thro! 
this Vale of Tears, and environed with ſuch a Multitude 
of rugged Thorns. It might teach them, no longer 
to dance away their Years, with a giddy rambling In- 

e; but to aſpire, with a determined Aim, after thoſt 

happy Regions, where . Delights, abundant and, nem. 
bittered, flow. 7 Miho 

Cax there be e ee which a Sem: of Wit 


dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſeveral 


Inſtances of grieyous Tribulation ? * „There ate; and, 
what is very 1 they are frequently. the Deſire 
and the Choice of Thoſe, who fancy themſelves the ſole 
Heirs of Happineſs.” Thoſe I mean, who are launch- 
ing out into the Depths of Extr avagance, and running 
Ageſſiye Lengths, of. Rio who are proſtituting the ir 
tation, and ſacrificing their Peace, to-the/Gratifi- 
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ON TRE Hr? ab 
cation” of «their Luſts; e of their 


Health, in Debaucheri mpwrecking the Interefts 
of their Families, in — tn And, what Is worſe; 
ue ſorfeiring che Joys of an etethal Heaven; for the 
did Satisfactions of the! Beaſt; for the franſiiory Senſa⸗ 
tions of an Hour. e Slaves of Appetite, how far ar 
from envying your grols Senſualities, and voluptuo 
Revels ! Little, ah! little are you ſenſible ; that, 2 
Indulgence ſhowers her Roſts, and Lurury diffuſes het 
Odours ; they ſcatter. Pajſons alſo, and ſhed iinheeded 
Bane . :Evils; incomparably more malignant, tian the 
Wormwood and Gall of tlie ſfiarpeſt Affliction Since 
Death is in the Drunkard's Cup; and worſe than Poi- 
nards in the Harlot's Embrace; may it ever be the 
Privilege of the Man whom I love, to go without * 
Share of thele-peftilent Sweets +. | - 4 £443 $2045 : 
 Anunpaxce.of living Sparks. glitter in che . 

and twinkle under the Hedges. I ſuppoſe, they are the 
Glow-worms ; which have lighted their little Lamps, and 
obtained Leave, through the Abſence of the Sun, to play 
a feeble Beam. A faint Glimmer, juſt ſerves to render 
them perceivable ; without -tending at all to diſſipate 
the Shades, or making any Amends for the departed 
Day Should ſome weather-beaten Traveller, drop- 
ping with Wet, and ſtivering with Cold, hover 

this Alice of Fire; in order to dry his Garments, and 
warm his. benumbed Limbs. Should ſome bewildered: 
Travellers Sroping 8 hs Ways in Ch "tarleſs _ 


NS 18 in ths Flow 71 * wpreathe the A Ke” 
Fall Adder: bit, , and fois” nous Serpents roll. m_ 


"> Bio ho ee e eee“ e gon 
Exclamation, Ti Subſtance af which . OS 


mare Simplicity, aud with ng leſs Pignity. int 6 <1 


eee, __ 
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1 CON'TEMPLATIONS | 
and, uackleß iNeſart ; take one of theſe Janguit Top, 


as 2 Light to his Feet, and a Lantern'to his Paths. or 


certainly , would both the one, and the other, be fru. 
trated of their Andi are They more likely 
to. ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign Balm, which 
diſtilled, from the Croſs ; apply any carnal Diverſion, to 
heal the Anxiety of the Mind? Who, deaf to the in- 
fallible Decifions of Revelation; reſign themſelves over 
to the erroneous. Cynjectures of | Reaſon, in order to find 
the Way that leadeth unto. Life 7 Or laſtly,” who have 
Recoutſc to the Froth of this vain World, for a ſativfac- 
| tory Portion, and a ſubſtuntial Happineſs ? Their Con- 
rw isin'noDegree:wiſer; their Diſeppoittinent equally 
ſure; and their Miſcarriage 'infinitely more! diſaſtrons, 
To peak in the-delicate Langage l a facred Writer, 
« they ſow the Wind, and will reap the Whirlwind ““ 
To ſpeak more plainly; | the'Pleaſures'of the World, 
which we are. I / fo prone to dõte upon; and the Powers, 

of fallen en eee en Id 
not 


F7 Fl! f 


n eee sr 


| ''s 'HoCſ. I. 5. £ ' hs 
o hope, i will be obſerved, That Lam far fen dps that 
Z Ceo wr Renkin, when exerted in her proper Sphere; when 
eee revealed Will of Heaven. 
While She exerciſes her Powers within theſe pointed Lands, She is 
blyſerviceable ; and cannot be too induftrivaſly cultivated. — 
But, when the ſets up herſelf in proud Contra-difi#2ion:to' the ſacred 
Oracles ; when, all arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient, She ſays to the Word of 
Scripture, I have ne Need of Thee - She is then, I muſt be bold to main- 
tain, not ly's Ohwarorm, but an Jens fotuxs not only a Bubble, 
but a Snare. x . 
May not this Romark, with the Rräctel Propriety; and w}thont the 
head Liwition; be applied tothe Grit Toer MibderiRitdlncer, 
Novels, and Entertainments ? Theſe are commoilly calcu- 
*lared, to inflame à wanton Ty Or. if conduted. with fo much 
| Modeſty, as not to dehauch the Aﬀections.;. 
Ne Taſte. By theyr i 


: 


_—__._.54 EX SS EOS XX -£EA”A..AAA._.CCES.: 


ww oo A KB oe = oe BY o&S wo ny 


„ $6 84 


12 


re 


— 


111 on e — ne] 


neee 


r 


Divine Reſentment, over 4 


rere 


notanly vain, but treuc heros: Nor only a H Ne, 
like theſe ſparkling Animals; but —— 
tuous Exhalations;' which ariſe from the n 


and oſten dance before he Eyes b the doniglred Way. 
arg Man. © Kindled into u Gore of Five, wer 
— 4 


„and ſdem to offer their Service : hüt, 
delafive Light} iniſlead their Follower intu 
— Pie, headlong ''Ptecipites, and uhfathomsble 
Gulfs. Where; far from his beloved Friends, far from 


all Hopes of Suoecur, the Wanderer Nrw 

lowed up, AT * a: — ”_ J Aa to 5:40 
Nor lang avs; 

1 ee, Nr to 


its Haming l tio" Ccaſts; and trailed, as 
is paſſed, x"tittiendous Length of Fire, amt over half 
the Heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the porten- 
wus Stranget wich much the fate arifious Amuzemerit; 
a Belſhazzar beheld the Hand- writing upon the Wall. 
Some e ve u.. kung our by 

Some read, 


in its-glaritig Viſage, the i: of Nations, und the Fall | 
of Kingdoms f. To others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to 
ſhake, Peſlitonce and War from its horrid Huir—For 
my Purt; I am not ſo ſuperſtitious as to regard, what 
every Aſtrologer has to prognoſticate ; upon che Acceſ? 
hon of 4 Comer, or the Projection of its hugh op 


i 3 Aud theis Chadfters, widely Mberest 
from Truth and Nature; they inſpire fooliſn Conceits: begetiidle Ex- 
pectations: introduce a Diſguſt of genuine Hiſtory: and indiſpoſe 

S 5” API Frag the 


Satisfactions, of common Life. - * ,60 25 t non 
* — Liguida fi quando bade cometer . Kian n nua 912 * 
l . I 28 Mans „g erg 1 

71 — Crinemque timend?' 10 bir: el : * * 


Sideris, & terris mutantem = . Tecs. 
n : Train, 
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Train: Nothing can; che more girecarious, and unjuſti; 
fiable, chan to draw ſuch Cane lnſians from ſiſeh EVentꝭ: 
Since they: beither are pteternatural Effects, nor do they 
throw the-Frame of Things into any Di ſarder. n wduld 
rather adore. that omnipotent Being, WO rolled choſe 
ſtupendous Orbs from his creating Hand and leads 
them, by bis providential Eye, through unmeaſurable 
Tracts of ther. Who bidsſthem, now, approach the 
Sun, and - glow” with Unſufferable Ardors * now, re. 


treat to the-utmoſt Bounds of our N and 


make their Entry among other Worlds. 
rr cur ng Viſitants, I ac be from/the 
cauſing, or being 500, delplating 
on. Wal 10 God, there were no, other more for- 
Indications;; of. approaching, Judgment, or * 
. alas! when Vice becomes. predomi- 
gion. almoſt epidemical; When the Sab 
8 b. tn 2e 8 ay Pecs 5 
Bag * Name, ES is great, wonderful, and holy,” i 
1 8 che e Abuſed, to the moſt — 
crable Purpoſes: when the Worſhip. of our great Crea- 
tar and Preſerver i is baniſhed, from 1 mapy of the moſt 
bee and, it is. deemed 4. Piece of rude 
nr Gn eo as, tO, 8 e e 


to taint the Air with-taſeiviow: — ie When — 


ſit in the Scorner'n Chair, ſin with high Fand: — | 


ht Dil a Sad. 199 10 Augtid ns bonn 


2 0 The Comer inthe Vear 1680, according to 8 e 


„Computation, was, in its neareſt Approach, above 466 Times nearer. 


« the Sun than the Earth is. Confequently; its Heat was then 28000 
% Times grea eater than that of Summer So\thar'a:Ball of Iron as big 


„ as the Earth, heated by it, would hardly. become coal 8 


5 Years, ** D388. Hftry Theol. P. 27% tur der n 1 
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not an ie Go p 0 be . 
5 this?? Will her not be provÞked;; to © ſweep A ith! 
« the;Beſom of Deſtruction of ary In Now al 85 
Ol TRAT the Inhabirarits of Great Britain, would hy 
theſe alarming Conſidrratiotis to Heart! The Lond of 
Hoſts has e the Sword of z#0;] Diſtor 4, to re 
tum into itꝭ Shearfr o But have we returned, every one 
ſrom his eil Muyui Are we becom a renewed People: 
devoted: to a dying Saviour; and zealous of good Works? 
— What mean thoſe Peals of 'Sobs, which burſt ſtem 
the expiring Cattle? What meanthoſe melancholy Moans, 
where. the loſty Droves were wont to low 4 ?, What mean 
thaſe Arrows.of untimely Death. Achargrd an our in- 
nogent and uleful Animals 2 $1197 378. 1,61 vistünos n 
No Wantanneſ or Sloth, has wel hr Blood of 
theſe labaripus, temperate Creatures. They have con- 
rated no Diſeaſe, from unſeaſonable Indulgencies, and 
wanbkese ebene e er nue Drink; 


Aug YEW Hr 8 1555 , 77 
745. xiv. 23. The Sarereig in, peaking of. Bh, de. 
nounges this Threatenin ning, al] \Fyeep 1 it * the * of Deftrudion. 


What u noble but dreadful Image, 3 here? How tronglp/ and av aw. 
fully pourtrayed l How pregnant alſo in its dignification! Intimating 

the ve Nature, and expreſſing the tons i Extirpation, of aig wigked Bog: 
ple; at the ſame Time, ſuggeſting the perfe Eaſe, with which the 
righteous Go o would ENT his pom Vengeance. 


+ If theſe Papers ould be . thre een per- 
haps, it may be needful.to wy Poſterity, that Lon. nol Die 
Hints, allude to a moſt, terrible, contagious, an iftemper 
raging among the horned Cattle, in dae tl 155 Kingdom. b 
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5 CONTEWPERTIONe 
the ſimple Herb their Repaſt. Neither Care diſturbs 
their Sleep; nor Paffioni'infli 
ther Are they" viſited with ſuch terrible Diſorders, as no 
Ptuderice can prevent, nor any Medicines heal ?- 
theſe Calamities are the Weapons'of Divine Difpleafure, 
and manifeſt Chaſtiſernents of an evil Generation *, 
Surely Gop, the Go to whom Vengeance belongeth,” 
Hus ſtill x enen wid err d Lal And who 
can tell, where the Viſitation will end? What a Storm 
may follow theſe preluſive Drops 2. O] that we may 
< hear, the Rod, and who hath appointed it! Taught 
by theſe. ph Efe#s.of our Diſobedience, may we re- 
ties ; gur Hearts | May we turn from all Ungodlineſs, 
before Wrath come upon us to the Ps W 
Iniquity prove our Run! SJ. ee 8 

Son rrurs, at this Hour, Air — in t 
Si amuſes the Curious, and alarms the Vulgar. A 
Blaze of lambent Meteors is kindled, or ſome very ex- 
traordinary Lights are refracted, in the Quarters of the 
Norib. The Streams of Radiance, like Legions ruſh- 
ing to the meet and mingle; infomuch, 
that the Air ſeems to be all Fire. Within a 
while they ſtart from one another ; and; - Way, through 
precipitate Flight, ſweep, each a fepara purge Way, cough 
the Firmament. Now they are quieſcent; anon, they 
are thrown into a quivering Motion; preſently, the whole 
Horizon is illuminated with the glancing Flames. Some- 


tines, with an E 


. Hine Lets rel ver- ciner jn erl. — | 
BY aultes ane plena ad prafetia rilltgnr, 
"Mele Hine peeorunt, E crebris mupitibur PORT 
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& their Breaſt. Whence | 
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extravagant and antic Vagaries. At other Times, you 
would ſuſpetct, that ſome inviſible Hand was playing off 
ths dumb Arnllary of che Sibi; and, by a ſtrange Ex. 
* Cee e 


T. Cad, 4 — © a: 
increaſe the Dread, They See hat 
as Lok pe Wane . Le - Eye 
e : 


counter, or 
ee e! Evgatt', States overtfirows, a+ nt 
narchs 1 Dir der de ” Others, ſeared with 
pry frightful Apprehenſions, think of” "but 
Day of Bon, Sure, Bus due, the” ialterable 
e firick, and the End of alt come. 
See, replies another, how the blaſted Stars I60k "wan? 
Are e ce the Signs bf the Son of Manz —— 
in the Clouds of Heaven * prepare us 
« Third, and lifts his Eyes in Devotion) for the Dock 


«+ 20g*1's 1 W gb 


115 this war tneſs, whitch'plays innocently"over 
gur Heads, be 9 2 to Multitudes; lat . 
preffible e hg «ie Ml Wh WL we 


tals, when the general Conflagration, commences! The 
Day, the dreadful Day, is 3 In be tobicb 
ws the PER "ſhall pe. ele 

enwans * ANION e 
ni 21110 We f 


112 — 10. I have oye Vaſes eminent Inf 
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Kube Elements ball / melt with fervents Heat ; tb TZartb 
"and 4 tb Works rbat ure thertin, Jhall de bur 
pet That mighty Hamlofwlüch once opened the 
Windows: frum an High, / and Brot _ 3 
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de We 95 ne 3h 
mighty. Power, GATE ati 


wy 55 55 by 5 ho ir amidſt 
the Glare of a 414 rd unleſß the, Lond. I- 
novan be our. D e bee e 
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deepeſt, Words COONS e Nothing bare Fo en 

W. eee 254 50 Mae e Wolde War 
2 ature, an the A a 'Þ 

| this $ fiery but 1. brings 1 Mind 2 f FEY wanber 
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1 Tee eee | "2 0 odor 4 

Wick impetuaus Recoll, . 280 My 

| Ph! infernal Doogs, r \ 
* Harſ Thunder ,— Book II. 1. 87g 


1 bs a pleaſing Employ, and a very laudable Office of true Criticiſm, 
to-pdinit ont [theſe inferior Recommendations of the Sacred Claſfcr. 
Thongh, I believe, the inſpired Writers themſelves; amidſt all the 
Elevation and Magnificence of their Divine 3 e 2 . 
„ eee e 2 | 4 
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91 ee e Wander! The Mar is 
making, her Entry on the altera Stex. dee hex riuag 
in clouded Myjeſty! Opening, as — — 
her original Commiſſion, toi rule ber Mg, Al 
grand and ſtattiy, but ſomewhat; ſiillied ia hen Aſpect. 
However, Ihe 4rightens,: as ſhe adfαννẽf½ãl and? grows 
clearer, as ſhe cliribs higher. Till; at length, her Silvet 
loſes all its Draſs z ſhe unveils her pectlefꝭ Light ʒ and 


becomes Pala Bonuty of Haven che Glory of the 


* Stars *:;/: Aelighting every Eye, and chrating' the 
whole World, with the Brightneſs of her Appearance, 
and. the Softnels of her Splendars.—O! thou Queen, of 
the Shades! may it be my Ambition, to follow, this thy 
inſtructive Example! While qthers are bun unte 
the Faſhions f Ae n A 12 Oe Perſopages 
of inſeriqt State; be it mine, to 1mitate thy, ;fmprovi 
0 lay my Conduct 1 more e 
and my. Temper more refined procecs farther 

YE — * probationary bn I REF May.c Every f ſordid 
Deſire wear away, and every irregular, Ppetite be 
gradually loſt; as I make nearer 'Approac ws to the 
celeſtial Manſions !—Will not this be a comfortable 
Evidence, that ] too ſhall ſhine, in my adored Re- 
deemer's Kingdom? Shine, with a richer Luſtre, than 
that which radlates from thy reſplendent Orb: Shine, with 
an wnfading Luſtre, when every Ray, that beams from 


thy beauteous Sphere, is totally extinguiſhed?ꝰ 


Tux Day afforded us a Variety of entertaining Sights. 
Theſe were all withdrawn, at the dr: ok Hagrncts. 


* Ecclus xliii- 9. POE ROY 
a—_—_—— Au" ceeli glecus. B 


* The 


5 ee 
The: "This rycd .to J nog = 0 
— than to recover the Obj ects from their of Ng 
A faint Ray, Teafcely lee, and not from the intire 
Surface of Things, gave the firaitiing' Eye a very i im. 
ec 8 rather mocked, chan ſatisfied 
| Now the Moon is riſen, and has collected all 
her Beams; che Veil is taken off from the Countenance 
of Naturd. I fee the rerumbent Flocks; I fee the green 
Hedge Nos, though without the feathered Choriſters, 
hopping: from Spray to Spray. In ſhort, I ſee once 
again the World's great Picture: not indeed in its late 
Kvrly Colours, * Kae ſhades, and rer 
„ ores mige 913 02:9 n o WI 
War 4 najeſtic Sen 1 err Boote nd, 
and Sagte fine e Moon, like an ener 
tal Lamp, pe pendent in the” magnificent: Cie 
Heavens. The Stars; like ſo many Thouſands c 5 
Tapers, Fixed i in their azure Sockets, All pour their 
Luſtre on ſpacious Cities, and lofty Mountains; litter- 
ing on the Ocean; gleamin on the Foreſt: and open- 
ing 4 'Profpe&, wide as the Eyr can glance, more vari- 
ous e can n t- e are orward to admire 
7 the 


— 


9 — 
Th 4253? 


* —- Now 
Fuſſ orb'd the 1 * and with x more pleaſing Light 
> wy NIE . nr. 


t As when the Moon, refulgent Lamp of Night; 
Ger Heav' n clear Aæure ſpreads her ſacred Light ; 
Inter not & Breath diſturbs the deep wing | 
And not a Cloud vercafts the folemn Scene : 
Around her Throne the vivid Planets roll, 
— Stars unnumber d gild the glowing Pole; 
er the dark Trees a yellewer Verdure ſbed, 
po tip auirh Silver eo ry Mountain's Head 3 
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he Performances of humas: Att. . A Landſcape, ele- 

gantly deſignod, and executed with a maſterly Hand ; 
—— which:ſcems amidſt all the Recom- 
mendations: of exact Proportion, and graceful Attitude, 
to ſoſten into Fleſh, and almoſt breathe with Life ; theſe 
little Snotationnof Nature, we \ behold with a pleaſing 
Surpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs affected, leſs delighted 
with the inexpteſlibly noble; and completely finiſhed Ori- 
gina i. The ample Dimenſions of Ranelagb's Dome; 
the gay! Illuminations of Faux-Hall Grove; I ſhould 
ſcorn to mention ori ſuch an Occaſion, were they not 
the Objects of general Adniitation. Shall we be charmed 
with thoſe puny Eſſays of finite Ingenuity ; and touched 
with no Tranſport, at this ſtupendous Diſplay, of Om- 
Skill? At che auguſt Grandeur, and ſhining 
State lineſs, of the 'Fitmainent ? which forms an Alcove 


for ten Thouſand Wande, and is ornamented with My- 


riads of everlaſting Luminaries.Surely, this muſt be- 
tray, not only a total ant of Religion; but the moſt 
abject Littleneſs dae and the ee e 
Cin „ m2 0 


Tin Moot i not bareh r Oe in ce high 
Places of che Loxp ®*;” but of ſignal Service to the 
Inhabitants of the Earth. Ho uncomfortable is deep, 
ans total Darkneſs? ow wrt gh in n 5 ue 


e the "PR the Recks in Profjet riſe; 
A Flad of Glory burſts from all the Rias; 
© The conſeions Swains, 'rejeicing in the dige 

De the blue Vault, and bliſs the uſeful Light,” Mad VILE. 
| tranſeribe theſe Lines, becauſe Mr, Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the 
Original, the fineſt-Night-Piece in Poetry. And, if they are ſo beau- 
ful in Homer's 
wdrantage, from the Pen of this admirable 7 ö ? 


> 


of 


who can ſuſpect their ſuffering any Dif. 


— 


EY C.ONTEMP EATI OWNS 


of the Winber'sl Sun. Wetcome; thereforss/ thrice wel- 
come, this auſpicious Git of: Providendeg th enlixen 


loured Muntie of | Night Hm deſirable to have our 
grance of our Gardens; efpecralby; when the ſultry Heat: 
render it irkfome-and fatiguing ta walltabroad by Day. 
lo chearing to the Shefibernd; the: Uſetob this-uhiver- 
ſabhantern; as H tends but fler cy Charge; or late con- 
fignsthervto-thew hurdled Coty!) —— 2 
how” advantageuus to the Matifer; as he plouglis the 
Midnight Main; to adſuſt the Tackling to ede his 
Way, and under the Inffueneal of this beaming Sconce; 
to:avoidithe fatal Roch! For theſe; and other benefi- 
cial: the Hand uf the Aumronvy, has hung 
the farely Branch on high; and filled it with a Splendor, 
not confinedito a: ſingle· Edifice or̃ commienfurate to a 
Particular Squares but mne whole Hxtent of 
the Hemiſphere e ian a 
Tux moſt faithful of our inferior Seevincs; areſome- 
times. tardy in their Office; ſametimes negligent of their 
Duty. But this celeſtial Attendant is;moſt exat7ly, purc- 
tual;.at all the ſtated Periods of her Miniſtsation. It 
we, chooſe to prolong, our Jougney:after the Sun is gone 
down ; the Moon, during her whole Increaſe, is always 
ready to act in the Capacity of a Guide. If we are in- 
clined to ſet out very earlyin the Morning; the Moon, 
in her Decreaſe, prevents the Dawn, on purpoſe; to offer 
her Aſſiſtance. And, becauſe it is ſo pleaſant a Thing, 
for the Eyes to behold the Light; 4 at het 
Jul, by 4 Courſe of unintermitted Waiting, gives ws; 
as. it were, à double Day. How apparently has the Di. 
vine Wiſdom intereſted itſelf, in providing ever for the 


pleaſurable Arggmmedation' of Man]! Hbw deſirous, = 
| 6 
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Df TH NTT. Ds 
He ſhould want ne-Picte-of commodious Furniture i to 
Kind of: delightful Convenience And; in Pfbſecuddn 
of theſt beneyolene Jatentions; © e _ 
an Afpendage td thb terreſtrial Globe e 
fore; js Plalniſt | ceſebrate'that — Cott. 
tutiony which ordainet 25 Moon and Me. Stirs to $otin 
the Night: Ennos dt ch Goodall a of G4 
which endureth for ever &. BARE 0 Ts 9h 27 
Tu Mdon, it is:confifſſed,' in es ldhins Boy: All 
the Brightneſs; whichVeainifity her Counteranice, is 6rf- 
ginally-in che Süh, and nd möre thun H 
ber. Phat ON © the ERS 
Palace of LI. Felt? ckenbe the Star £ 
her Horn +5 font theiits, iche Plinets y Citcks 2 
cone with Taſtes? Ad fföm Mende, 
EIS edi 
2 
his dependent Poult, We 
nefs;' Hat do de pH 
and what ean d deft, — 
daf ver- HHN SUURGE 6f all re 
thor of 2 145 ad the Former roles (md 
lis unſp̃otted Life, eee the' Patti; it His rhentoridus 
Death, thi Price; and is pk Nenne 
the Proc of BG ant Tikixrailiy, If we Send. 5, 
alt deen Ties u Hay; ee 
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ty + 8 ddl enn vi. 9. or | 
. L might, to juktify chis Bxpteſion, obferve, chat thi Plank Fon? 
commonly called the 1 is found, by our Teleſcopes, fre- 
quently to appear to have a Creſexe of Light, ſomewhat 
like the Mood « a little i or after x4 Conjunction. But this 
would be a Remark, too deep and refined for my Scheme 3 which pro- 
ceeds only upon a ſuperficial Knowledge, n 
pearances, of Nature. | 
r Judg. vi. 23. 
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I ve are-depraved, and mir beſt Deeds very unworthy; 
Ha is the Lortl our Righteonfuef6P, If we are blind, 
dand even hrutiſh ain heaven CThowledge; He is the 
.Lozp our, Me +> his Word:idifpels: the | Shades, 
_his. Spirizyſcarters the intellectual Gloom; his Eye looks 
* Darkneſ into Day. In ſhott, we are nothing, and 
* Om.ͥis Al. B. Marſe chan deſectiye. in ourſelves, 
© we are complete in Him.“ So that if we ſhine, it is 
Vith delegated Rays, and ith; borrbwed cLight.: We 
act hy s NY not our.OWn,—— 
Ol may e be thoroughly ſenſible of our Dependenct 
on dhe Sawan May we  conttamly iobibe.his propi 
ious Beats and never, by mdulging Unbelief," een 
— Leſt ye loſo our Gomfors/and — 
as the, fair Ruler af cherNight.loſes her Splendor, when 
F. 

WN d 7!! 
1 Ton Moon is inceſſantly va73ingy either, in her Aſpect, 
gr he r. Stages, —Sqmerimes, the logks fall upon us, and 
hee Ver isall Luſtre, Sometimes; ſhe appears in Pro- 
file, and ſhews us only half her.colightened. Face, Anon, 
a radiant Creſcent but juſt adorns, her Brow. Soon, it 
 dwindles into a lender Streak. Till, at length, all ber 
Beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamleſs Orb.— 
Sometimes, ſhe cies, wich tha d:/cending Day ; and begins 
her Proceſſion, amidſt admiring Multitudes. Ere long 
ſhe defers her Progreſs till che mid. nigbi Watches ; and 


fran ene, on 1 0 ey Wee oy 


Suite of, 


— th 2 . Jer. Wat 6. PN + 1 Cor: i. 30. 
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»© A. 01 Hither; as to their: Fountain, whey Stars 3 48 


Repairing, in their po en Urns draw Light. 
Par. Loft, B. VII. L 5 
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he juſt enters che Edges of che Weſteth Horizon, and 
drops us a ceremonious Viſit. Within à WRile, the ſets 
our on her nightly Tour, from the 6ppölite Regions 06 
the Eaſt; traverſes the whole  Bemiſphere; a and never offers, 
to withdraw, till the more tefulgent Partner of her Sway 
renders her Preſence unneceſfiry,—In 2. Word; ſhe.is, 
while converſatit among us; fall | waxing « ge ang, and, 
« never continueth in one Stay.“ 8 

Svcn is the Moon; and fuch are all Jublinary Hege; 
expoſed to perpetual Viciflitiides, —How often, and how 
ſoon, have the faint Echoes of Renown ſept in Silence, 
or been converted into the Clamours of Obloquy | The. 
fame Lips, almoſt with the ſame Breath, cry Hoſanng,, 
and Crucify. / Have not Riches © nfclled their notorious. 
Treachery, 4 Thouſand and | en ke either 
melting away, like Sno in our Hands, by inſenſible 
Degrees ; or eſeapin like a 5 Priſoner . from its 
Cage; with a precipirate Flight,—Haye we. dot known, 
the Bridegroom's Cloſet, an Ante,chamber to the'Tomb ;, 
and heafd the Voice, which 0 ately pronounced the. 
ſparkling Pair Huſband and Wife, proclaim an everlaſt- 
ing Divorce 3" and ſeal the Decree th that ſolemn Aſ-. 
ſeveration, '* Aſhes to Aﬀes, Duſt to Duſt ur 
Friends, though the Medicine of Life ; our Health, 
though the Balm of Nature are a moſt precarious Poſ-, 
ſeſſion. '" How ſoon may the firſt become a Corpſe in 
our Arms; and how eafily is the laſt deſtroyed i in its 
Vigour ?=—You"have' ſcen, no doupt, a Set of pretty 
painted Birds,” pereting on your Trees, or Tporting-in 
your — — You was leaſe wich tlie lovely Vili- 
ants, that brought Beauty on their Wings, and Melody. 
in their Throats. But eould you inſure che g ontinuance 
of this agreeable. Enterrainment ? ?:No, 295 At the 


Of! > _ are 
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£9pc in ap Jnſtumt, . are gone ſor ever. — 
ue io baue a Happineſs,” which beam Date vim 
Arrival, and expires at their” Departure? I yon 
n not be content with a Portion, enjoyable only 
Me 5 r 6, not of Tears, but of 
2 e up Fith nothing earthiy; cx 
434 0 6 This ove tHe 6 41 


Tiableneks { or Shadow of of turning. re 
than, an, eminent Exempli . of ch 


JOB, is not @ more utuftrious P 


S kerl Never 
* 58888 9 FUELS _ 
Mate ; Never was diſafrous Revolu 


I N * N ;me 0 1 
ine incefſaoe, Whirl. . Ard frequendy tha 
og To-day, in the higheſt Z/tvations 
10 5 Morrow, * bemoaning the Iſtablty of 
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Repreſentation, not only of our temporal 


On THE" NEGHT.” © 


mortal Affairs, in the very-Depths of Miſery®.—Amnjdft 
ſo much EFkiftuation and Uncertaitity ; how | 
is the Condition, which has no Anchor of the 
fure and ſtedfaſt. May thy Loving Kindneſs, . 
be our preſent. Treaſure ; and thy future Glory, our te- 
verſionury Inheritance]! Then ſhall our Happineſs, not 
be like the full-otbed Moon, which is * a Light chat 
« decrenſeth in its Perſection;“ but Hike the Sun, when 
he goeth forth in his Strength, and khoweth no other 

Ching: bur that of ning wore os more unto tlie 
perfet Dax. 


P 


Advantages, 
but alſo of our ſpiritual Accompliſhments. Such, I am 
Wins: what 5b4 Sing Facts of a Friend would call 


” OO? . am Yt to ſuſpect 5 0 


[ 


I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite a of 
the Abs of the Wicked, 10 all fublimaty Things; as a true Pe- 
ſeriptjon of their very great Infability. Fob xxii. 16; ome pay wa 
rendered by chunt, Flamen fufum fandamentum torum. Their 
Foundation (or what they reckon their moſt ſolid and ftable Poſlel- 


ſion) i, Hod poured our. Which is one of the boldeſt Images, and 
- moſt poetical Beauties, I ever met with in any Language, facred or 


profane. In order to have a tolerable Conception of the Image, and 
2 Taſte of ita Beauty; you muſt ſuppoſe a ſorremt of Waters, ruſhing 


in broken Cataracts, and with impetuous Rapidity, from a ſteep and 


craggy Mountain. Then, imagine to yourſelf an B&fce, built upon 
the Surgo of this rolling Precipice ; which has no other Baſis, than one 
of thoſe headlong whirling Waves, r 
tation of tranſitory-Proſperity, tending, wich inconceivable 3 

unto Ruin? Vet ſuch is every Form of human Felicity, that is not 
grounded on Is, and a Participation of his Merits, who is the 

Rock of Ages; r 
is the Hope of Glory. MN 
+ I would noe be endete. as meaſuring is this Reſped, others 


by my V but as taking my Eſtimate, from the unerring Standard of 
* 1 4 Seripture, 
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" the Rightreuſaf of every Man living. Now we exer, 
diode it, in ſome few Inſtances; in ſome. little Degree, 
Anon, Sin revives, and leads our Souls into 2 tranſient, 
though unwilling Captivity. | Now: we are meet; but 
foon a ruffling Accident i intervenes, and turns our Com- 
poſure into a fretful Diſquietude: Nom we'are bumble ; 
ſoon we reflect upon ſome. e inconfderable or. imagina 
Superiority over others, and a ſudden Elatement {wells 
our Minds... Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a clean 

a and are warm with holy Love. But o! how caſily is 
the Purity of our Affections ſullied; how ſoon the Fe: O 
vour of our Gratitude cooled ! Ahd is there not Tome 


thing amiſs,” even in our beſt Moments? Something to 


be aſbamed of, in all we Wo Wer to be repented of 
in all we o? e ee U 


Wrru what Gladneſß, W ee ant adoring Thank- 
fulnefß, mould we <* ſubmit to the Righteouſaeſs- of our 
ve- incarnate Gop 1 and CY as a Divine N what 


1 «f 


8 And indeed, 3 on this Evidence; . dy 
:this Authority, I might have ventured ſarther than a bare Suſpicion. 
For, there is not a %, Man upon Earth, that doeth Good, and 
2 famuth 1 ar; ſays the Spirit of Inſpiration by Solomon (Beels/. vii. 
29-)-7Nay, fuck 3 is the Purity, and ſo extenſive are the Demands of 
the Divine Law, that an Apoſtle makes a ſtill more bumbling Acknon- 
ledgment; *; In many Things we offend All. (Fam. iii. 2:)—And the 
. unerring Teacher, who maſt thoroughly knew our Frame, directs the 
moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moſt watchful Chriſtians, to pray 
daily for the Forgiveneſy of their daily Te/paſer —To which Teſtimo- 

. nies, I beg Leave to add an elegant Paſlape from the Canticles ; be- 

- _cauſe, it not only expreſſes rhe Sentiment of this Paragraph, but il- 

luſtratęs it by: the very ſame. —— $he (the Church) 4: fair as the 

Moon ; char as the Sun,, Fair as the Moon, the leſſer and changeable 
Light, in her Sandification : . Clear as the Sun, the greater and invari- 
able Luminary, i in her Tufti fication... The inherent, Holineſs of Be- 

| Hevers being imperfect, and {ubje& to many Inequalities; while their 

imputed Righteouſneſs i is every Way complete, and en like 
Itſelf. Cant. vi. 10. ; 
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cannot be acguired by Human Works -A. Writer, 
of the firſt Diſtinction, and niceſt; Diſcernment, ſtiles 
the Obedience of our glorious Surety, an everlaſting 
Righteouſmeſst.- Such as was ſubject to no Interruption, 
nor obſcured by the leaſt Blemiſhi; but proceeded al- 
ways in the ſame uniform Tenour, of the moſt ſpotleſs 


Perſectiòdn. This Righteouſneſs; in another Senſe, an- 


ſwers the Prophet's exalted Deſcription; as its beneficial 
and ſovereign Efficacy knows no End; but laſts through 
all our Life; laſts in the trying Hour of Death; laſts at 
the deciſive Day of Judgment; n 
neration; and will laſt to all Eternity. | | 
 SoMzTIMEs, I have ſeen that reſplendent Globe Pripe 
of her Radiance ; or, according co te empharital Lan- | 
guage of Scripture, © © turned into Blood. The Earth, 
with its opake Body, intercepted the ſolar 
Rays, and caſt its own gloomy Shadow on the Moon. 


The malignant Influence gained upon her 3 
Orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, the feeble 'R 


mainders of Light; . 


Sworn, no Comelineſfs was left in her Countenance; ſhe 
was overſpread with Darkneſs.At this Iuncture, 
what a Multitude of Eyes were gazing upon the rueful 
Spectacle! Even of thoſe Eyes, which diſregarded the 
Empreſs of the Night; or beheld her with Indifference 
when, robed in Glory, and riding in her triumphal 
Chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter Day through the Nations. 
But now, under theſe Circumſtances of Diſgrace, they 
watch her Motions with the moſt prying Attention: In 
every Place, her Misfortune is the Object of general 
Obſervation; and the r- Topic * nn in 


WORE Company. 
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15 it nöt tilus, wich regard to Penn of Eminence, 
in their reſpective Spheres ! — at — — = 
Subjects; Nobles; ſurrounded: with their 


and (after Names of ſo much Grandeur, may I be ww 


lowed to add?) Miniſters, labouring among their Peo- 
ple; ate each in a conſpicuous Station. . Their Con- 
duct in its minute Step, eſpecially in any Miſrurriage, 
will be narrowly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanied. Can 
chere be a louder Call, to ponder the [Paths of their 
Feet, and to be particulatly: jealous over all their Ways? 
AH hoſe, who move in inferior Life, may groſtly of. 
fend; and little Alarm be given; pothupe;inondlorice 
taken. But it is not ta be expected, that the leaſt, Slip 
in their Carriage, the leaſt Fla in cheir Character, will 
paſt undiſcovered. Malice, with her Eagle Eyes, will be 
ſute to diſdern them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill/Frum- 
pet, will be as far from concealing them; as Golamuy, 
with her treacherous Whiſpers, from extenuating them. 


A Planet may fink below the Horizon; ar a Star, for 
ſeyeral Months, withdraw its Shining ; and ſcarce one in 


ten Thouſand | ve the Loſs. But, if the Moon 


ſuffers a". tranfienr-Eclipfe, a 


Speckators of her Dithonour. 


Vzxx different was the Caſe, when at this late Hour, 
hape taken 4 folitary Walk on the gern Cliffs. Av 
the Fopr af the ſteep. Moynraip, the Sea, all Clear and 
imopth, into an \meenſe. Plain, and held a 
watery Mirror to the Skies. Infinite above, the 
Firmament ſtretched its azure E ; beſpangled 
with unnumbered Stars, and „I Maan, 
q walking in Brightneſs . She ſeemed ta epntem- 


* Ye are the Light o the World. 4 City that 1 et on « Hill . 
be hid. Matth. v. 1 
k 1 + Job xxxi. 26. 
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herſelf, with a peeuliar Pleaſiire 5 while the t7 
fret Sore, doch received,” and returned 2 
Here, inftead of covered with” Sack 
or rather, with 2 
Luſtre multiplied, in Proportion to'the Number of he- 
holders, and their various Situations. | 
Sven, methinks, is the EE of an exen Be- 
haviour, in Pe#ſons öf exake( Ranke. Thei Courke, 
as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſe it will be ty mfluen- 
tial. Others will catch the nl pea tt 
bitious to reſemble a Pattern, To 5 ;. com- 
manding. Their amiable ities, will not terminate 
> HE : but FE e them refleted from their 


Families; cquaintance ; their 8 Ju 
as we nk bit bid another Moon; 8 in 
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284 _ ONTEMPLATIONS 


Thrones and Diadems of earthly Monarchs, are empty 
Pageants, and childith | ;T'oys—Yonger Arch of Sap- 
phire, with all its Spangles-of, Gold, is but the Floor of 
thoſe Divine Abodes. What then are the Apartments; 
what is the Palace? How bright uy Pete how 10. 
with Bliſs!  —. 

Ole Manſions: oh Bleſſedneſs; ye. b of my 
Father's Kingdom; which. far outſhine theſe, Lamps of 
the viſible Heaven; tranſmit your ſweet. and winning 
Invitations to my Heart. Attro#-and remue, all my Af. 
fections. Withdraw them from fagnating, on the ſordid 
Shores of Fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle, upon the 
- impure Lees of Senſe: but impreſs them wi Emitions of 
reſtleſs Deſire, after ſublime and celeſtial Joys.—Joys, 
that will proceed, ſtill proceed in a copious and eyerlgſt- 
ing Flow, when Seas ſhall ceaſe to roll Joys, that will 
charm every Faculty with unimaginable. Pleaſure ; when 
the Moon, with her waxing Splendors ſhall chear our 
Sight no more. 


\ Exoven: the preſent 8 My Thoughts 


have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my Steps begin to 
be attended with Wearineſs. Let me obey the Admo- 
nition of Nature; and give Reſpite to my Meditations, 
Slumber to my Eyes. But ſtay hall I retire to the 
| Bed of Sleep, with as little Ceremony, and with as 


much Inattention, as the Brutes to their ſordid Lair? 


Are no Acknowledgments due to that Divine Being, who 
is the Support of my Life, and the Length of my Days? 


Have I no farther Need of his protecting Care; no more 
Occaſion for the Bleſſings of Goodneſs Lepidus, per- 


haps, may laugh at the bended Knee; and have a thou- 


ſand Darts of Raillery, ready to diſcharge on the Prac- 


tice of Devotion. The Wits I know are unmercifully 


ſevere on, what they call, the Drudgery of Prayer, 


2h the fantaſtical Rant of Praiſe, Theſe they leave to 
| the 
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the'Mirerate'Labovurer,” and the mean Methanic ; or 
treat them, with conteinphious e as e 
ignoble Trade, wy OT UII PO 

Is it. chen an Inſtance of ſuper lien, a 
diſtinguiſhy Hor of tobimfical Zeal, to celebrate; the. 2 
ſupereminent Excellency and Merit? 4 it 5 A. 
ful Buſineſs; or does it argue a grov 9 75 
to magnify Goodneſs, tranſcendently F. rich 7 
—What can be ſo truly becoming a dependent State,. 45 

to pay our adoring Homage, to the Author of all p. [- 
fetion' and profeſs our devoted Allegiance, to the ſu- 
15 eme almlg hty Governor of the Univerſe 9 ay 


hing thore A ificantly beſpeak an ingenuaus 
or adminifter a more real Satisfation to its fineſt 2 


ings ; that the 'Exerciſcs of, pehitential Devotion? by 
which we give Vent to an honeſt Anguiſh ; or melt into 
filial Sorrow; for our Infehlibility, to the beſt, of Friends, 
for dul Diſobedience to che belt; of Parenta In 5 
Word; can there be a more fu ine Phaſure,. than'to 
dwell, in fixed Contemplation, oh the Beauties of the 
Eternal Mind; che amiable Ong of alt that is 2 
grand, and Harmonious;' the 'benjeficenit Giver of all 
that is convenient, comfortable, and uſeful ?—Can 
there be a more advantageous Employ, than to preſent 
our Requeſts to the Father of Mercies; opening our 
Minds to the Irradiations of his Wiſdom, and all the 
Faculties of our Souls to the Communications of his 
Grace?—lIt is ſtrange, unaccountab]y ſtrange, that che 
Notion of - Dignity in Sentiment, and the Purfuit of 
refined Enjoyment, ſhould ever be diſunjted from Pe- 
votion. That Perſons, who make Pretenſiong. to an 
improved Taſte, and exalted Genius, ſhould” geglect 
this moſt ennobling Intercoutſe, with the wien and 
beſt of Beings; the 1 Source of Honour 
a _— 
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ly wourded, 
«or mr Ugh bil of Sickneſs has, aba Tun, ad. 
<[doried.: OY harrowed mj:'Fleſb; it 
«wand who!gfome Diſtipline, and a gr᷑acietus Severity. The 
«, Chaſtiſement prayed a ſo edirine, [to eum me 


dene Star; zd n queen Deſirets, aſter chi lin- 
D gr twat ee 
« thy Munificence, unwearied and ſpread 
40 2 Table; furniſhed it, with the fineſt Wheat; re- 

ud it with Martbw ant Fate WHERE Tem- 
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ON THE NIGHT. : 


« Anp ſhall I forget the GOD of my Salvation, the 
« Author of all my Mercies? Rather let my Pulſe 


o beat !—Shall I render Him 10 Expreſſions 
« of Thankfulneſs ? Then might all Nature reproach 
« my Ingratitude.—Shall I reſt fatisfied with the bare 
« Acknowledgment of my Lips? No: let my Life be 
* vocal, and ſpeak his Praiſe, in that only genuine, 
that moſt emphatical Language—the Language of 
« devout Obedience. Let the Bill be drawn upon my 
« very Heart; let all my Affectians acknowledge the 
te Draught; and let the whole Tenour of my Actions, 
ein Time and through Eternity, be continually paying 
the Debt—the ever-pleaſing, ever-growing Debt of 
% Duty, Veneration, and Love. 

“Aub can I, O Thou Guide of my Goings, and 
e Guardian of all my Intereſts—can I diſtruſt ſuch fig. 
* nal, ſuch experienced Goodneſs? Thou baft been my 
« Helper, thro* all the buſy Scenes of Day: therefore 
te under the Shadow of thy Wings will I repoſe — 
« during the Darkneſs, the Danger, and Death like In- 
« activity of the Night. Whatever Defilement I have 

* contracted, waſh it thoroughly away, in redeemi 
« Blood ; and let neither the ſinfub Stain, nor the ſinful 
« Inclination, accompany me to my Couch !-— Then, 
« ſhall Tlay me down in Peace, and take my Reſt; chear- 
* fully referring it to thy all-wiſe Determination, whe- 
* ther I ſhall open my Eyes in tbis World, or . in 
f the I Regions of e. - | 
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There dewells a noble Pathos in the Skies, 

Which warms our Paſſions, proſelytes our Hearts. 

Hot eloquently ſhines the glowing Pole ! 

With what Authority it gives its Charge, 

3 great Truths in Stile ſublime ! 
Night-Thoughts, N* Ix, | 
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Te Pm] I EY the nice Retreats 05 ö 
| Art, for the noble Theatre of Nature. Inſtead of 
meaſuring my Steps, under the Covert of an Harbour ; 
let me range along the Siemmi?, of this gently rifing Hill. 
— There is no Need of the leafy Shade, ſince the Sun 
has quitted the Horizon, and with-drawn his ſcorching 
Beams. But ſee, how Advantages and Inconveniences 
are uſually linked, and chequer out Affairs below ! If 
the annoying Heat ceaſes, the Landſcape, and its pleaſing | 
Scenes, are alſo removed. The majeſtic Caftle, and 
the lowly Cottage e, are vaniſhed together. I have loſt 
the afpiring Mountain, and its ruſſet Brow; I look round, 
but to no Purpoſe, for the humble Vale, and its flowery 
The Plains whitened with Flocks, and the Heath 
rel with Furze, diſappear. The advancing Night 
has wrapt in Darknefs * long extended Foreſt; and 
gra wn her Mantle, over the Windings of the ſilver Stream. 
1 no longer behold that t Fertility in the Fields; 
that wild Magnificence of Proſpect, and endleſs Variety 
of Images; which have ſo often touched me with De- 


fs A 


" Eminence.” © © 


tg a CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
light, and ſtruck me with Awe, | from this commanding 


Tux Loſs, heat is ſearcl to be regretted; Geck 
it is amply compenſated, by the opening Beauties of the 
Sky. Here enjoy a free View of the whole Hemiſphere; 
without any Obſtacle from below, to confine the exploring 
Eye ; or any Cloud from above, to overcaſt the ſpacious 
Concave. Tis true; the lively Vermillion, which fo 
lately ſtreaked the Chambers of the Weſt, is all faded. 
But the Planets, one after another, light up their Lamps; 
the Stars advance in their glittering Train; a Thouſand 
and a "Thouſand Luminaries ſhine forth in ſucceſſive 
Splendors ; and the whole Firmament is kindled into 
the moſt beautiful Glow. The Blueneſs of the Zther, 


heightened. by the Seaſon of the Year, and ſtill, more 


enlivened by the Abſence of the Moon, gives thoſe i 
4 Heaven the ſtrongeſt Luſtre. 


Ox Pleaſure more, the e Gloom hass not been 
able to ſnatch, from my Senſe. The Night rather i im- 
proves, than deſtroys, the Fragrance which exhales from 
the blooming Beams. With theſe, the Sides of the ſloping 


Declivity are lined; and with theſe, the balmy; Zephyrs 


Sky invite thy Regard. 


perfume their Wings. Does Arabia, from all her ſpicy 


Groves, . breathe, a more liberal, or a more charming 


Gale of Sweets? And, what is a peculiar Recommen- 
dation of the rural Entertainments, . preſented in our 
happy Land, they are alloyed by no Apprehenſions of 
Danger. To poiſonous Serpent, lurks under che Bloſ- 
ſom; nor any ravenous Beaſt, lies ready to ſtart from 
the Thicket.—But, I wander from a far more exalted 


Subject. My Thoughts, like my Affections, are too 
_ eaſily diverted from the Heavens, and detained by in- 


ferior Objects. Away, my Attention, from theſe little 
Blandiſhments of the Earth; ſince all the Glories of the 
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THE STARRY: HEAVENS. 295 


 Ws# have taken a Turn among the. Tombs, and. viewed 
the ſolemn Memorials of the Dead: in order to learn 
the Vanity of mortal Things; and to break their ſoft 
Inchantment. We have ſuryeyed the Ornaments of the 
Carden; not that the Heart might be planted in the 
Parterre, or take Root among the flowery Race: but 
that theſe Delicacies of a Day, might teach us to Wa 
after a better Paradiſe; where Beauty never fades, and | 
Delight is ever in the Bloom.—A Third Time we lighted 
the Candle of Meditation ; and ſought for Wiſdom, not 
in the crowded City, or wrangling Schools, but in the 
filent and lonely Walks of antient Night . Let us once 
more indulge the comtemplative Vein, and raiſe our 
Speculations to 'thoſe'/ublimer Works of the great Crea- 
tor; which the Regions 1 Ur and or 


duſky Hour unveils f. 


Ir we have diſcerned the Touches of his pencil, al 
in the Colours of Spring; if we have ſeen 4 8 of 
his Beneficence; exhibited in the Stores of Nature; A 
a Ray of his Brightneſs, beaming in the Blaze of Day; 
what an infinitely richer Field for the Diſplay of his Per- 
ſections, are the Heavens! The Heavens, in the moſt 
emphatical Manner, declare the Glory of God. The 


Heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and the moſt 


magnificent Heralds of their Maker's Praiſe. They 


ſpeak to the whole Univerſe; for there is neither Speech 
fo barbarous, but their Language is underſtood; nor 
Nation fo diſlant, but their Voices are heard among 
N me chen, in this ſolemn Seaſon, formed 


. Referring to the ſevetal Subſehs of the Three preceding Eh. 


1 Night opes the #obleft Scenes, and ſheds an Awe, ' 
Which gives thoſe venerable Scenes full Weight, 
. 2 deep Reception in th' entender'd Heart. 


| Night-Thoughts, Ne IX. 
Wn: t Pal. xix, 3. 
| : U 4 for 
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296 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
for Thought, and a calm Intefcoufſe with Heaven] let 
me liſten to their ſilent Lectures. Perhaps, 1 may re. 
ceive- ſuch” impreffive Manifeftations of “ the eternal 

_ © Power and Godhead,“ as may he Religion on my Soul, 
while I walk the folitary Shades; and may be a tutelary 
Friend to my Virtue, when the Call of Buſineſs; and the 
Return of Light, expoſe 1 again. to n of 
Temptation. oY, 


Tun Tfreelites, inſtigated: by — 1 3 De. 
rotion, worſhipped the Hoſt of Heaven. And the Pre- 
tenders to judicial Aftrology talk of, 1 know not What, 
mpſterious'Efficacy ; in the different Af pect of the Stars, 
or the various Conjunction and Oppoſition of the Planets. 
Aet thoſe, who are unacquainted with the fure Word 
of Revelation, give ear to theſe Sons of Deluſion, and 
Dealers in Deceit. For my Part, it is a Queſtion of 
Indifference to me, whether the Conſtellations ſhone 
with Smiles, or loured in Frowns, on the Hour of my 
Nativity. Let Cukisr be my Cuard; and, ſecure in 
ſuch a Protection, I would laugh at their impotent Me- 
naces. Let ChRISH be my Guide; and I ſhall ſcorn to 
aſk, as well as deſpair of receiving, any predictory In- 
formation from ſuch ſenſeleſs. Mats Wbatt ſhall 
«. the Living ſeek: to the Dead ®?” Can theſe Bodies 
advertiſe me of future Events, which are unconſcious of 
their on Exiſtence? Shall I have Recourſe to dull un- 
intelligent Matter, when I may apply to that all- wiſe 
Being; who, with one comprehenſive Glance, diſtinctly 
views whatever is lodged in the Boſom of Immenſity, 
or forming in the Womb of Futurity ?—Never, never 
will I fearch for any en of my Fate x but often 
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truce creator o FoogPeps®, in pohder ſtarry Plains 
In che Caſe, they would be Teachens of Lyes; 
—— —ů— — In this chere- 
fore, ais Senke de ne, opts prot 


Stars. 


Tux Vulgar, are — aki 8 Gan 
b Multitude of: bright Spangles,- dropt over the chereal 
Blue. They have no higher Notion of thoſs/flne Ap. 
pearances, than that-they are ſo many golden Studs, with 
which the Empyrean Arch is decorated. —Burſtudious 
Minds, that carry 4 more accurate and ſtrift Inquiry | 
among the ctleſtial Hodics, bring back Advices of 4 
moſt aſtoniſhing Import. Let me juſt recolleſt the moſt 
material of thoſe. fapordows' Diſcoveries 3 in order to fur- 
niſi out proper Subjects for Contemplation. :: Andi let 
the Unlearned remember, That the Scene Fam going 


to diſplay, is the Wotkmatiſhip of that incomprehetiſftble . 
God, who is * perſect in Knowledpe, and: mighty [ih 
6 Power: Wane, On ra as and alb whoſe 
rg N fik 2,999 thi L 
* TE is moſt 388 (lays a 3 Author) fick imperfect Crea- 
* tares as we are, to contemplate he Works of GOD, with this De- 
« ' ſign, that we may, diſcern the Mavifeſtations of Wiſdom in chem: 
and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe devout Affectiona, and that 


« ſyperlative Reſpect, which is the yery Eſſence of Praiſe,. as it is @ 


« reaſonable and moral Service.” An AAN NY v onthe Attributes — 
And, indeed, if we are fincerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves. in this 
excellent, this 'delightful Duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; the 


Means, and the Muti ue, are both at Hand. His Works; in a wonder 


ful and inſtruQive Variety, preſent themſelves; with pregnant Mani- 
felations of the moſt tranſcendant Excellencies of their Maker. They 
pour their Evidence from all Quarters, and.intv all the Avenues of the 

ind. They invite. us, eſpecially in the magnificent Syſtem of the 
Univerſe, to contemplate—Counſel, conſummately wiſe ; and Execution, 


inimitably perfe& :—Ppwer, to which nothing is impoſſible ; ; and Good- 


»e/+, which extendeth to All, which endureth for ever. To give, not 
a full Diſplay, but only ſome {fight SrriFnres, of theſe Py . 
is the * Scope of the 2 Remarks. : 


I Ope ra- 
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Operations, are ei great and marvellous.” Who ſum- 
mons into Being, with equal Eaſe, a ſingle Grain, or 
ten thouſand Worlds. To this if we continually advert, 
. the Aſſertions, OT DIY TOR 
miration, need not tranſcend our Belief. 8 


Tur Earth is, in bed, . round Body; however i 
nend n 4 in ſome Parts, to be ſunk into Vales, and 
raiſed into Hills ® ; in other Parts, to be ſpread into a 
ſpacious Plain, extending to the Conſines of the Hea- 
vens, or terminated by the Waters of the Ocean. We 
may fancy, that it has deep Foundations, and reſts upon 
ſome prodigiouſly ſolid Baſis. But it is pendent, in the 
wide tra Ether; without any viſible Cauſe, to 

- uphold it from above, or ſupport it from beneath, lt 
may ſeem to be ſedentary in its Attitude, and motion- 
leſs in its Situation. But it is continually /ailing t, thro 
the Depth of the Sky; and in the Space of Twelve 

Months, finiſhes the mighty Voyage. Which periodi- 

cal Rotation, produces the Seaſons, and completes the 
| N it e in the annual SONS. it Jpins 


„ „Abetded Writer, I think, Dr. Derham, has ſomewhere an Ob- 
ſervation to this Purpoſe That the loſtieſt Summits of Hills, and the 
moſt enormous Ridges of Mountains, are no real Objection to the glo- 
| Galay ot round Form of the Earth. Becauſe, however, they may render 
it, to our hmited Sight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant; yet, they bear 
no more. Proportion to the intire Surface of the terraqueous Ball, than 
a Particle of Duſt, caſually dropt on the Mathematician's Globe, bears 
to its whole Circumference. - Conſequently, the rotund Figure is no 

more deſtroyed in the former Caſe, than in the latter On the ſame 
Principle, I have not thought it neceflary, to take any Notice of the 
 _ copiparatively ſmall Difference, 25 rags eee 
ru the Eartn. | 


= I 


With what 


their Poſſeſſions, makes her N I he ethereal Space, — 
316, in Note. | 


upon 
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amazing Speed, this Veſle! Fe endo A 
luſion,) filled with a Multitude of Nations, and freighted with all 
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upon ita own Cents; and, turns its Sides, alternately to 
the Fountain of Light: By which meats, the Day dawns 


in one Hemiſphere; "while the Night ſucceeds in the 


other. Without this Expedient, one Part of its Re- 
gions would, during Half the great Revolution, be ſcorched 
with exceſſiye Heat, or languiſh under an unintermitted 
Glare: while the other, expoſed to the contrary Ex- 
tremes, would be n to Ice, and brried under a 25 
een of diſmal and deſtructive Darkiiefs. | 


'T canxorT forbear taking Notice; chat, in this com- 
pound Motion of the Earth, the ohe never interferes with 
the other, but both are perfectly compatible. _ Is it not 
thus, with the Precepts of Religion, and the needful 
Affairs of the preſent Life; not excepting even the in- 
nocent Gratifications of our Appetites ?—Some, I be- 
lieve, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce 
ciety, if they devote themſelves to CHRIST; "and 
abandon all the Satisfactions of ibis World, if they once 
become zealous Candidates for the Felicity of another — 
But this is a very miſtaken Notion, or elſe a very inju- 
rious Repreſentation; of the Doctrine which is accord- 
ing to Godlineſs. It was never intended to drive Men 
ints Deſarts; but to lead them, through the peaceful 
and pleaſant Paths of Wiſdom, into the bliſsful Regions 
of Liſe eternal. Ic was never intended to ſtrike off the 
Wheels of Buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the Sinews of In- 
duſtry ; but rather, to make Men induſtrious from a 
Principle of Conſcience, not from the Inſtigations of Ava- 
rice; that ſo, they may promote their immortal Hap- 
pineſs, even while tliey provide for their temporal Main- 
tenance. It has no Deſign to extirpate our Paſſions, but 
only to reſtrain their Irregularities; neither would ĩt ex- 
tinguiſh the Delights of Senſe, but prevent them from 


3 into Vanity, and ſubſiding into Gall. —A 


Perſon 
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Perſon may be chearful among his Friends, and yet joy- 
ful-in GOD. He may: taſte the Sweets of 2 
Eſtate ; and, at the ſame Time, cheriſh his Hopes of 
nobler Inheritance in Heaven, The Trader wi 1p 
cute the Demands of Commerce, without neglecting to 
negoclate the Affairs of his Salvation. The Warrior 
may wear his Sword; may draw, in a. juſt Cauſe, that 
murderous Weapon; yet be a good Soldier of JESUS 
CHRIST, and obtain the Crown that fadeth not away. 
The Parent may lay up. a competent Portion for his 
Children, and not forfeit his Title to the Treafures, 
either of Grace or of Glory —S0 far is Chriſtknity! 
from obſtructing any valuable Intereſt, or with-holding 
any real Pleaſure ; that it imptoves the one, and advatices 
the other." Juſt as the diurnal and annual Motions, are ſo 
far from claſbing, that they intirely accord; and, inſtead 
of being deſtructive of each other, by mutually blending 
their Effects, they give Proportion and Harmony to 
Time, Fertility and innumerable Benefits to Nature. 


| To Us, who dwell on its Surfsor, the Earth is by fat 


the - moſt extenſive Orb; that our Eyes can, anywhere, 
| behold. It is alſo cloathed with Verdure; diſtinguiſhed 
by Trees; and adorned with a Variety of beautiful De- 
corations.. Whereas, to a Spectator placed on one of 
the Planets, it wears an uniform Aſpect; looks all lumi- 
. nous, and us larger than a Spot. To Deings, who dwell 

at ſtill. greater Diſtances, it intirely diſappears.—That 

which we call, altefnately, the Morning and the Evening 
Star; as in one Part of her Orbit, ſhe-rides foremoſt in 
che Proceſſion of Night; in the other, uſhers in ard an- 
ticipates the Dawn; is a planetary World. Which, with 
the four others, that ſo wonderfully vary their myſtic 
Dance, are in themſelves dark Bodies, 97 ſhine only 
| —— have Fields, and Seas, and Skies, of thei 
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Aya Life. All which, together with this our earthly 
Habitation, are dependent on that grand Diſpenſer of 
divine Munificence, the Sun; receive their Light from 
the Piſtributon of his Rays, and demve' their Conant 
from bbs benign Agency, -- 

Tu Sun, which ſeems to revert im A Sees 
N e e on ge ne 1 
Tis the great Axle of Heaven, about which the 
— and other more ſpacious Orbs, wheel 
their ſtated Couries, — The Sun, though ſeemingly /maller 
than the Dial it illuminates, is abundantly larger 4 than 
this whole Earth; on which ſo many lofty Mountains 
riſe, and ſuch vaſt Oceans roll. A Line, extending from 
Side to Side, through the Centre of that reſplendent 
Orb, would meaſure more than eight hundred thouſand 
Miles: a Girgle, formed to go round 4 | 
would require 2 Length of Millions : were is falid Con- 


our Underſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the Power of 
Language to expreſs }.—Are we ſtartled ar theſe Reports 
n nnen * 


1 Lay, in this ce; that I may not ſeem to Gann; ances 
the Revolution of the Sun round its own Axis, 


+ A hundred thouſand Times, according to 8 
Sir Isa ac Nzy ron computes the San de be p Times bigger 
than the Earth. Religious Philoſopher, p. 749. 


1 Dr. DELLS; after having calculated the Dimenſions of the 
Planets, adds; as theſe Maffes are, they are all far out- 
*« done by that Ktupendous Globe of Light, the Sun; which as it is 
che Fountain of Light and Heat, to all the Planets about it; ſo doth 
it far ſurpaſs them all in its Bulk: Its apparent Diameter being com- 


« puted at $22,148 Eugliſb Miles, its Ambit at 2,582,87 3 Miles; and 
its ſolid Contents at 290.97 ,000,000,000,000, ”  Afre. 72 


— 
of 


rents to be eſtimated, the Account would over-whelm + 


— 
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of Surprize ? How mighty is the Being, who kindled ſucy 
2 prodigious Fire; and keeps alive, from Age to Age, 
ſuch an enormous Maſs of Flame Let us attend dur 
philoſophic Guides, and we ſhall be brought ache 
with Speculations, more inlarged and more amazing. 
Tuts Sun, with all its attendant Plants, is 57.0 
little Part of the grand Machine of the Univerſe. 'Eyery- 
Star, though, in Appearance, no bigger than the Dia- 


mond, that glitters upon a Lady's Ring; er a vaſt. 


Globe, like the Sun in Size, and in Glory; no leſs ſpa- 
cious, no leſs luminous, than the radiang Source of our 
Day. So that every Star, is not barely a World, but 


the Centre of a magnificent Syſtem ; has a Retinue of 


Worlds, irradiated by its Beams, and- revolving round 
its attractive Influence. All which are loft, to our Sight, 
in unmeaſurable Wilds of Ether. That the Stars ap- 


tance. Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; ſince a 
Ball, ſhot from the loaded Cannon, and flying with un- 


abated Rapidity, muſt travel, at this impetuous Rate, 


almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand Years *, before it could 
reach the neareſt of thoſe twinkling Luminarzes. | 
Can any Thing be more wonderful, than theſe Ob- 
ſervations? Yes: There are Truths, far more ſtupen- 
dous ; there are Scenes, far more extenſive. As there 
is no End of the Almighty Maker's Greatneſs ; | ſo no, 
Imagination can ſet Limits to his creating Hand. 
Could you ſoar beyond the Moon, and paſs 1 all 
the planetary Choir: could you wing your Way to the: 
higheſt apparent Star, and take your Stand on one of 


thoſe loftieſt Pinacles of Heaven: you would, there, ſee 


other Skies e another Sun, e . inex-. 


pear like ſa many diminutive, and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable 
Pointe, is owing to their immenſe and inconceivable Diſ- 


. See Religion Philoſpber, 7 — . 1 Jool 
| hauſtible 
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hauſtible Beams by Day; other Stars, that gild the Hor- 
rors of the alternate Night: and other , perhaps nobler ' 
Syſtems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, in neun Profificn, 
through the boundleſs Dimenſions of Space. Nor does 
the Dominion of the univerſal Sovereign terminate #bere. 
Even at the End of this vaſt Tour, you would find your- 
ſelf advanced no farther, than the Suburbs of Creation; 
arrived only at the Frontiers of the mn, 
Kingdom f. 70 

eee rio Thos che Sun, the Meg nd 
all the Planets, are but a little Part of HIS Works? 
How great, then, are bis'Signs! And how mighty are his 
Wonders 1] And if ſo, what is the CREATOR 
Himſelf! How far exalted above all Praiſe! Who is o 
high; that He looks down on the higheſt of theſe dazling 
Spheres, and ſees even the Summit of Creation in a Vale: 
ſo great, that this prodigious Extent of Space, is but a 
Point in his Preſence; and all this Confluence of Worlds, 


* Gee Afro, Theology, Book II. Chap, II. Where the Author, 

having aſſigned various Reafons to ſupport this Theory of our modern = 

5, adds Beſides the fore-mentioned ſtrong Probabilities, - 

* we have this farther Recommendation of ſuch an Aocount of the 

, Univerſe, that it is far mor# magnificent and worthy of the Infinite 
** Creator, than any other of the narrower Schemes.“ 


+ Job, after à moſt beautiful Diſſertation, on the mighty Works of 
GOD; as they are diftributed through univerſal Nature, from, the 
Heights of Heaven, to the very Depths of Hell; cloſes the magnifi- 
cent Account with this Acknowledgment ; Lo? theſe are Parts of bis 
Ways. Or, as the original Word more literally fignifies ; and may, 1 
think, be more elegantly rendered; Theſe are 5 the Shirts, the very 
outermoſt Borders of his Works. No more than a ſmall Preface to the 
immenſe Volume of the Creation.—From the Hebrew rp Extremi- 
tates,, I cannot forbear thinking, on the extreme and very attenuated 


. Fibres of the Root, when compared. with the whole Subſtance of the 


Trunk; or on the exquiſitely ſmall Size of the zapillary Veſſels, when 
* wich the whole Structure of the Body. Fob xxvi. * 
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«s the lighteft Atom, notable in Air, MW 
in che mendian Ray? . barge r 
Tune moſt ſublime and dem eddi guete 
Gov; how am I overwhelmed with Awe ! How ſunk 
into the loweſt Proſtration of Mind! When 1 conſider 
thy © excellent Greatneſs,” and my own utter Inſignifican- 
cy And have 1, exceſſively mean as I am, have 1 
entertained any conceited Apprebenſions of myſelf? Have 
I felt the leaſt Elatement of Thought, in the Preſence 
of ſo majeſtic and. adorable a Being? How ſhould this 
wound me with Sorrow, and cover me with Confuſion! 
—O my GOD, vas I poſſeſſed of all the high Phyfec- 
tions, which accompliſh and adorn che Angels of Light; 
amidſt all theſe noble Endowments, I would fall down 
in the deepeſt Abaſement at thy Feet, Loſt in the infinitely 
ſuperior Blaze of thy uncreated Glories; I would con- 
ſeſs myſelf, to be Nothing; to be leſs than Nothing, and 
Vanity.— How much more ought I to maintain the moſt 


„This puts mein mind of a very fine Remark on a ſcriptural Beauty; 
and a ſolid Correction of the common Tranſlation; made by that learn- 
ed, ſagacious, and devout Expoſitor Yitringa.—lfa, xl. 15. We find 
it written of the Supreme Being, That be taketh up the Iſles as @ way 
little Thing. Which, our Critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable to the 
Import of the Original, nor conſonant to the Structure of the Diſ- 
.courſe, The Prophet had no Intention to inform Mankind, what the 
Almighty could 4%, with regard to the Iſlands if he pleaſed to oxert 
uncontroulable Power. His Deſign was to ſhew, how inſig ificant,or 
rather what mere Nothings hey are, in his Eſteem, and before his MI. 
jeſty.— The Iſlands, ſays he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford Room for 
the Erection of Kingdoms, and *. bode of Nations; though to 
frrong, as to withſtand, for many Thouſands of Years, the raging and 
reiterated Aſſaults of the whole watery World; are yet, before the 
adored IEHñ DO VAN, fmall as the minuteſt Grain, which the Eye can 
ſcarce diſcern ; /ight as the feathered More, which the leaſt Breath hut- 
ries away like a Tempeſt —ow pm am iſle ſunt ut leve quid, quod 


gvolat. The deep-rooted Iſlands are as the wolatile Atom, which, by 
the gentleſt Undulations * the Air, is wwafted to and fro in perpetual 


unfeigned 


. 
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unſeigned'Humilidtion, befote thy Divine Majeſty's: who = 


am not only Duſt and Aſhes, ; but. # Compeund of lage- 
rance, Imperfection, eee 1 105 


4 Wmux, this vaſt Tang my d 
extreme Meanneſs ; I would alſo diſcover the abje& 
Linleneſs of all refri! Things.—What is che Earth, 
with all her oſtentatious Scenes, compared with this 
attodiſhingly grand Furniture of the Skies * What, but 
i dm Speck; hardly-perccivable in tie Map of the Uni- 
verſe? It is obſerved; by a very j Writer *, 
That if the 8un himſelf, which enlightens this part or 
the Creation, was extinguiſhed j and all the Hoſt of 
planetary Worlds, which move about him, were anni 
. of Natur, any more tha 


e py, 
a .o enceedingiy l in — 2 — 
that their Loſs would ſcarce leave a Plank, in che Im- 
menſity of Gop's Works. If then, not our Globe only, 
but this whole Syſtem, be ſo very diminutive; what is 
2 Kingdom, or a County? What are 2 few Lordſaips, 
or the ſo much admired Patrimonies of thoſe, who are 
led Wealthy f? When I meaſure them with my-own 
little Pittance, they ſwell into proud and bloated Dimen- 
8 . But, hen I take the Univerſe for my 6 a 
ſcanty is Size, how = pa their Figure ! 
They ſhrink into pompous MM" . yur 
Wu the E 2 above all the fea- 
thered Race, and leaves ther very Sight Blom: hen 


* Spe. Vol. VIII. Ne 569, 50 
+ Jovat inter fam vagastem divimi paviments ridere, & tatas 


tun auro ſuo terram: StA. 
3 * inan. Warts's Hor. Lyr. 
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Kio wings het Way; with direct Aſcent; ' 
Heaven 3 and, 'Retdily/garlh 
counts its beaming Spier 

then regard, : with any. Sohcitude, eitharas Bying 
in the Air, os, the Det which-ſhet from her Feet? 
And ſhall this eternal Mind, "hich. 4s cApable of con- 
aemplating its Creazor's Glory 4, which is intended to en. 
30 the Viſſonz e 1 
Aud, endued great Capa and Made for 
ſuch exolted Ends, be ſo igrobly donbitious, as tb figh for 
the Linſels of ;Stare's or ib / phy cv ett, 48 Yo gif 


after amps. Territories bn A Needles Point Ns Nol un- 
der the Inſſuente af fuch Conſideratiomi L fee bmy Sen 


ments expindgz 2nd my Wiſhesacquite à Tun: df Sub- 
Grandeur, 


 diniity;or-My:throbbing Deſinexruſtor worlclly 

die away; nd bind myſelſ df not poſſoſſed of Power, 
yer tupe ron to ita Charo Toõ long, miſt L e, Heve 
mm ffectidn bern pigioned by Vanity, and imured 
im Ichib var dy, Clod. But theſe Thowghts [breck the 
Shavkles#:) Theſe >the Boot of Liber. 
MycSou, fired by ſuch bob weighs Anchor 
from chid liethe Nook ; and Gen pb longer About its 
.../ ˙— irs printed She ls. 
The fnmenfayof Things, is her Rangel; and an fry 
of-Bli, in te Aim > 7 Tod D eds Harm h 


Brie thi leit EX dnl? Aden he Cm 
jen of thy Got e be an aft 11 
218 Aſtronomer, Improved ! his "Survey gf. 


a, 04+ he Sf RIA Rd ICS Mics 2 ke. 
| bh Delightful Outlet of her Priſon here! 
There, diſincumber'd fidin het Chains, the Ties 
A ö can rove at ae 
There fieely . Add, nl. N 
In full Proportion bot 9 all her Powers. 
NA a * — 
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rural Faves. iy ben I onfider „y Hedbens, even the 
Works of thy Fingers, Ide Men and the Stars which Thou 
Hoff bd T ann bitten with Wonder at thy Glory, 
and cry dur in 4 Traniport of Gratitude, LORD, bet 
is Man, that"thoil art mindful of bim f or the Son of Man, 
that thou vine bim e How amazing, how charm- 
e ing, 4 char Ditine Benigrity, which is ple aſed to bow 
« down its ſacred Re rds, to 10 foolith,; and worthleſs 
chains not, from the Height of 
66 infinire Exaltation, to. extend its kind ptovidential 
« 2 o d moſt minute Concerns This is amaz- 

W the Eeflaſting Sovereign. ſhould give 

a 1880, to be malle ſh, and become our Saviour! 
10 Shall 1 Call t 4 222 S condeſcending Goodneſs ? 
« Rather, What are all Miracles, what ar are all . | 
e tles, 60 this inefable Gift! : ; 
"Hap the bb Archangel been commu 
come down, With the Olve Branch of Peace in hi | 


| "to 


Hand, ſignifying his Eternal Maker's Readineſs to be 
reconai led; on our bended Knees, wich Fears 15 Joy, 


and WT ent of "Thankfulneſs, we ought to have re- 
cf the ttänſporting News. But when, inſtead of 


fuch, a an angelic Envoy;: He ſends His only-begotten Son ; 


his Son beyond all Thought Muſtrious, to make ps the 
gracious Overture —ſends Him from the 0 Hahitation 
* of his, Holineſs and Glory, to put on the Airmities 

of Mortality, and dwell in a Tabernacle of Clay: —ſends 
Him, not barely to make us à tranſient Viſit, but to 
abide mam Years in our inferior and miſerable World: 
—ſends Him, not to exerciſe Dominion over Monarchs, 
but to wear out his Life in the ignoble Form of a Ser- 
vant; and, at laſt; to make his Exit under the infamous 
n of a . Was ever Love like this ? 


* Pfal. viii. 3, 4. 
X 2 Did 
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Did ever Grace ſtoop. ſo low.* ? Should the Sun be 
ſhorn of all his radiant Honours, and degraded into a 
Clog of the Valleys; ; ſhould all the Dignitaties of Hea- 
'ven be depoſed from their Thrones, and degenerate into 
Tifetis of a Day; great, great would be the Abaſement. 
Hut nothing to Thine, moſt. bleſſed Jnsvs ; natbhing to 
Thine, Thou Prince of Peace; when, for us Men, and 
for our Salvation, Thou didſt not abhor the coarſe Ac- 
commodations of the Manger ; Thou didſt not decline 
even the gloomy. Horrors of the Graue. tr | 
is well, the facred Oracles have given this Doc- 
trine the moſt explicit Confirmation, and Evidence quite 
inconteſtable. Otherwiſe, a Favour ſo undeſerved, ſo 
EST, and rich e all Imagination, oy 
69% 43 ent nis 241 ten * R 
nat - This eee 
in a fine Series of. the moſt, beautiful Gradations, the Apoſtle diſplays 
the admirably condeſcending Kindneſs of our Saviour. —-He thought it 
a0 Robbery, it was His dad table Right, 7 br tqual 4vith the infinite, 
ſelf-exiftent, immortal GOD. Yer; in merey to Sinners, He empricd 
Himfelf. of the incommunicable Honouts, and laid afide; the Robes of 
incomprehenſible Glory,—When He entered upon His mediatorial 
State, inſtead of acting in the grand Capacity of univerſal Sovereign, 
Be took upon him the Form of a Serwait. And not the Form of thoſe 
| Spirits, whoſe Duty is Dignity itſelf; who are throned, 
though adoring.— He took not on him the Nature of Angels, but 
ſtooped incomparably lower. Aſſumed a Body of animated Duſt, and 
ar 7 in the Likeneſs of Man; thoſe. inferior and depraved Crea- 
ture .—Aſtoniſming Condeſcenſion ] but not fafficient for the overflow- 
ing Richneſs of the Redeemer's Love. For, being found in Faſhion a; 
« Man, He humbled Himſelf faxther ſtill. Occupied the loweſt. Place, 
where all was low and ignoble. He not only ſubmitted to the Yoke 
of the Law, but alſo bore the Infirmities, and migiſtered to the Ne- 
ceſſities of Mortals. He even waſhed the Feet of others, and had no- 
where to lay his own Head.—Yea, He carried His metitortous Huni- 
liation, to the very deepeſt Degrees of poſſible Abaſement. Hebecame 
obedient und Death — And not to a common or natural Death, but 
Death more infamous than the Gibbet; more torturous than the Rack ; 
Hexen the accuried Death of the Croſs. Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
9 | ſtagger 
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tugger our Belief—Could Hr, who launches all theſe 
planetary Globes; through the illimitable Void; and leads 
— on from Age to Age, in their extenſive Career, 
could Hx reſign his Hands, to be confined by the gird- 
ing Cord; and his Back to be plotved, by the bloody 
Scourge? Could Hr, Who crowns all the Stars with in- 
extinguiſhable Brightneſs; be Himſelf defiled with Spit- 
ting, and di with che thorny Scar? * 
of Wonders, and yet the ſureſt of Truths. 

O! Ys mighty Orbs, that roll along the Spaces of 
the Sky; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt 
Dimenſions, and ample Circuits. But now my Amaze- 
ment ceaſes; or rather, is intirely ſwallowed up by a 
much more ſtupendous Subject. Methinks, your enor- 
mous Bulk is ſhrivelled to an Fom ; your prodigious Re- 
volutions are contracted to a Span; while I muſe upon 
the far more elevated Heights, and unfathomable Depths; 
the infinitely more extended Lengths, and unlimited 
Breadths, of this Love of GOD in CHRIST FESUS . 


+ ConTEMPLATING this ſtately Expanſe, I ſee a Mir- 
ror,. which repreſents, in the moſt awful Colours, the 
Heinouſneſs of human Guilt, Ten thouſand Volumes; 
wrote on purpoſe, to diſplay the Aggravations of my va- 
rious Acts of Diſobedience z could not fo effectually con- 
vince me of their inconceiyable Enormity, as the Con- 
ſideration of that all-glorious Perfon f; who, to make an 
Atonement ſor them, ſpilt the laſt Drop of his Blood. 
I baue finned, may every Child of Adam ſay; and what 
Hall I do unto 2 O Thou Obſerver of Men | ? Shall I 

give 


; * Eph. i. 18, 19, 
. Quo quiſque altins aſtendit in agnitione CunisT1, es pr 
 cognoſeet. 


ſeccati atrocitatem 
t Job vii. 20. Not Preſerver, & it flands in our Verſion, but OB. 
Pat of Men. Which Phraſe, at it denotes the exact and inceſſant I- 
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G57, Th Fiſt- born for my Trantgreflions!the-Eruis of 
my Body for the Sin af my. Soul?, Vain Cpgamrynation | 
an ſuch as would be rejected by the. bleſſed Som with 
the utmoſt. Abherrence.—Wall. all the Pprentatat that 
ſway the Scepter in a thouſand kingdomy,; devote "their 
royal and honoured Lives, to reſcus an obnoxious Crea 
ture from the Stroke ol Vengeance Alas |: it mult coſt 
more, incomparably More, to expiate the Malignity of 
Sin, and fave a guilty Wreich,. from Fell Wil all 
the Principalities of Heaven be content to aſſume my Na- 


ture, and apts We har *? 
17 2 Inn 1 
to" "Ie? Sg An- 


22 of the divine 8 as it [OLIN RY abſline rennt. 
that any —— — ſhould etape-the divine Notice; is evidently 

moſt proper, both re — — ce Pag 0 
the Context. e ; i 2 NO nb 


Mir ron matte in a very poetical EFF: A Light. 
| All the Sanctities of Heaven, ſtand round the Throne of the Supreme 
Majeſty. Go d forefees and foretels.the Fall of Man; the Ruin, which 
will unavoidably enſue on his Tranſgreſſionz and the utter A,. 
of road 2 able to extricate himſelf, from the 2 of 187 


2 with, his whole Pofterity, wu dies... 
Dic be, or Tuftite muſt ; unleh for Him GENE NE 
Come other able, and as wuilling py * * | 

+ - + | The rigid Satis/odtion, Death fer Death. 
Afrer which ade ung Repreſentation; intended te raiſe/the moſt ten 
der Emotions of Pity ; dn Mg IP Stn: Nr Week _— 
OTA f ; it 6c] 31 


Say, beav n Powers, eee. 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem , + 
Man's mertal Crime y and die, the Dead to ſave ? 
He aſt'd but all the heav'nly Chair flood mute, 
And Silence vas in Hare n 


4 4 ] v4 re 


© 
* 


There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable Wit and lug in the laſt 
Circumſtance. That ſuch an innumerable Multitude, of generous and | 


compaſſionate Beings, ſhould be ſtruck. dunb with Surprize and Terror, 
at the very Mention of The deadly Forfeiture and Ranſers ft. No Lan- 
"guage 
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Even this,, would be too mean a Satighationg: for jnex- 
ile | gy Roparation, of GD m 
jured | »So, flagrant is human Gullt, that no- 
things * — — 
an adequate Frepitiatten ATi who lang, f. Let there be 
Light, and there was Light;” Let there he a Firmament 
and immediately the blue C floated in the Sky 
He muſk take Fleſh i He muſt feel the fietes Totmenta 
of Cruciftzion ; and pour out e a 
eyer ſuch Tranſgreſſors are pardomed,. 0 205 
"How vaſt i ht Debt; ich ll the Yeah of 
Body ; ich at the produced by Nature her- 
elf, cannot 1 But kow much more fun- was 
thy Coridition, O m Sul? how much more Bern? 
we? Crimes! Since nothit * 1 fag 
and Death of Meal, the 
Image of his Glory, h, th Sa of Gp; or can- 
cel thy Iniquity.— Though, perhaps, thou art not ſunk 
lo very deep in Pollution, as. ſome of, the , moſt _aban- 
doned Profligates; yet remember, the ineſtimable Ran- 
ſom; enen Deſtruction. 
Remember this; and “ never open thy Mouth any: 
r more ,“ either to murmur at tlie Bremer Chaſtiſements, 
4 in thy own Attainments. Remember this! 
and eren . land thyſelf 4 ber the Mukitude ny Pro- 
* Aer Baſcneſs. | 


4 


. 1 asthis Silence. words could not poſſibly hy — 


preſſed, n the dreadful Nature of the Taſk ; | 
the ab/alxte Lnability of any. or all Creatures to execute it; the ſuper- 


eminent and, marchleſe Love of the Eternal Son, in undertaking the tre- 


mendous Work; not only withom Reluctance, but ht and un- 


implored; . with Readineſs, Alacrity, and Delight. * ils 


— 8 — re 
„ eeek, vi, 63. * 1 2 
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Ones more; Let me view this beautiful;” this mag- 
nificent Eapadſe; and conceive ſome juſter A; 
ſtons of the *uriktiown Richneſs of my Savious*s Alone. 
ment. am informed by a Writer, who cannot miſtake, 
chat the High- Prieſt of My Proſeſſion, who was alſo tho 
Sacrifice for my Sins, is higher than the Heavens * ; 
more exalted in-Dignity, more bright with Glory, than 
all the heavenly Manſions, and all their illuſtrĩous Inha- 
bitants. If my Heart was humbled, at the Conſidera- 


tion of its exceſſive "Guilt ;/ how do all my drooping 
Powers, reviye F — your 
Criminal that ſeemed to be lactrring on Brink 


of, the infernal Pitt; is rai/ed, ray yet even to 
che Portals, of Paradiſe. My Sclf-abaſement, I truſt, 
will always continue; but my Fears, under the Influence 
of ſuch a Conyidtion, are quite gone f. I do not, I 
EY ER Ns Coppin, Whit 1 


Xx 4's 
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2 forry to fnd, that bas of my Readers were a little diſguſted 
at Exprefion, © My Fears art quite gone.” As thinking, it diſco- 
vered a TinQuze of. Arrogance in the Writer, and tended to diſcou- 
the weck Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature Condideration 
will acquit me, fram bath theſe Charges.—For, what has the Author 
faid? Only, that at ſome peculiarly happy Moments, when the Holy 
Ghoſt bears Witneſs of Ca'nrsr in his Heart, and He is fayoured 
with.a (Glimpſe af the Redoemer's matchleſs Excellency--that, in theſo 
brighter Intervals of Life, his trembling Fears, with to the de- 
ciſive Sentence of the great Tribunal, are turned into pleaſing Expec- 
rations. And what is there in ſuch a Declaration, offenſive to the 
frriaeft Modeſty, or difpiriting 1 to the Believer ? Inſtead of 
creating Diſcquragement, it points out the ay to abtaſn a ſettled 
Tranquillity.' Its natural Tepdency i is, to engage the ſyrious Mind i in 
a more conſtant and attentive Meditation, on the unknown Merits of 
the Divine MEDIATOR. And were we more thiroughly ac- 
quainted, more deeply affected, with his unutterable Dignity ; I am 
| Fa bes our uneaſy Apprehenſions would proportionably vaniſh ; our 


ajth be cab ed, our Hopes brightened, and our Joys injaaged. 
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ſee @ Glimpſe of its  matchleſs' Excellency ;/ and. verth 
believe myRIf, intereſted in its Merits ; I know net what 
af ond ob. os pg ſtedſaſt 
in Faith, and joyful through Hope Wil 03 a 
Be my Iniquices tike Bebe ef Millions ef Talents, 
here is more than full for all that 
Sum. Let the Enemy of Mankind, and Accuſer of the 
er Invectives; this one Pleu, 1 
Divine Seu, moſt 

— ̃ — 
ant manifold Tranſgreſſions, © there is no Condemna- 
<tion to thoſe that are in Cuntsr Jasvs.” Nay, were 
I mas odour cv which have been 


d in every Age of the World, by every Na- 
retry "even in this moſt 


Cafe, Tneed 
not fink int © Even ſuch Guilt, though griev 


, is not to be 


haperlacvely 
> Ju5vs. "Ts inpoible or the h. 
this Atonement ®, too highly ;. tis 
impoſſible. for the nvuBLy PzxtrzxT, to confide in it, 
n "The Seren the Scriptures of etemal 


, + This Dofrjne, though rich with Coyflio tothe rained Sinner 
yet, is it not likely to open a Door for Licentiouſneſs; and embolden 
Tranſgreſſors to proſecute their VICES?—No: It is the moſt power- 
ful Motive to that genuine Repentance; which fow: from an unfeigned 
Love of Go: and operates in a Deteſtation of all Sin. One, 
who knew the unmeaſuffible of the Lox», and was no 

to the ſinful Perverſencſs of our Nature, ſays, There is Mercy 


Gee en Mins b prope uence, nnd das la. 


Truth, 


um LON PEMPLATIONS Or 


Truth, bhave faidrit4enultoimy: Soul ig — . 
Wl). that the: Blood any which we geri N. 
Red *; — — 
tent to ſave. ce dygord kityo; bne nA ui 
DAT. han egregious Sinngt, hut mere exern- 
Pplary Saint, ſeems 40 have been — aquainted wich 
this comfortable. Fruth, Mint elſe can be the Import 
of char very remarkable, but moſt devout Declaration 
Tou: belt purge nN. uh Hyfop, a I. Ie Ir chan; 
eue 5 b me» aud hall he whiter n Sen-, 
_ «have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the moſt-compli- 
t cated and ſhocking: Crirtes : Crimes, infamed by 
<« very aggravating Oircumſtanec, wick regard to 
<« Myſelf, my Neighbour;; and my Gen. My/alf,;.mbo 
© have , — bleſſed above Men and the diſhinguiſhed 
« Favqurite of Providence 3 2 Neightour, hp in the 
<< moſt dear and. tender, Intereſts, has hren igteparably 
« uypred 4, my 60D, who, might, naſtly. 
« moſt . grateful. Returns of Duty, inſtead... 0 
ce Dn pla #9 iolations: 2 his Law. Letz 8 * 25 
ce and Exec as ence is, it no 
cc ſuperabundant Mer — — 455 925 10 
« promiſed from the. Foundation "df . 


>. 


« whom all my Fathers tulted ; 85 


« aff the Ends of the Earth. Though,my e 

„de more loathſome; with adulter purity, than 
« the Dunghill; though Treache and Murder have 
rendered ir even black as' the "of "Belt; ger 


a ee eee ry 115 
0 N Hi — 
yo Plakith; 7. Than blo fi fer —— 
the new ane. — — | 
Wordb intgaded/ —-— — 
and not to be exprefiive of a noble Hlervnlum of Flies hey would 


E r n: 
3 «waſhed 
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« waſhed, in the Fountain opened for Sin and for 
* Uncleannes. 7, I. hall be- fay- not, fue only, 
this were 87 Diſparagement t the Edicacy of my 
Saviour Deach; Jour Liboll — — 
N r. drragate from 


« the; glorious. Confidence cleanfed 

« thus, age 18 5 J. thall. be 7 — 
1 tha * en 
« Snows 


FOER, fainh the Scripture, Helper unte GOD +: 
—Aad in-what majaſtic Lines, &/this/Attributs of In- 
BOVAH, written, throughout the whole: Volume of the 


Creation ? Eſpecially, through theſe, magnificent Pages, 


unſelded in yonder ſtarry Regions: Which are there- 
ſore ſtiled = the ſwees. and ſeraphic Singer of Pash, 
« The Firmamear. of his POW To. Becauſe the grand 

its. of Oumpatence ate there ;dilplayed, with the 
auen ene dw Wan lib Cha- 


Wc, that looks ans tithe dete Sky; and, 
with an Eye of Reafon, beholds its rolling Wonders; ; 


who can forbear enquiring, Of what were thoſe 

Orbs far mad Amazing to relate! They were pro- 
duced wichont Materials. They ſprung from Empti- 
neſs itſelf, The ſtately Fabric of univerſal Nature 
emerged out of Notbing.— What Infiruments were uſed 


by the Supreme Architect, to faſhion the Parts with 


ſuch exquilite Nicenefs, and give ſo beautiful a Poliſh 
to the Whole? How was all Connected into one finely- 
proportioned, and nobly-finiſhed” Structure A bare 
N accompliſhed all. Lr TxzM pz, faid Go. He 
an wen na immediately the marvellous Edi- 


ee 1 rr d. r. 
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fice aroſe; adorned. with every Beauty dlſplaying innu- 
merable Perſections, —— pom enraptured 
Seraphs, its great Creator's Praiſe. % By the Word of 
| -——————— Heavens made, id all the Hoſt 
«of them gr ans Breath. of” his" Mouth ., What 


bowled others, roomy e Circuit of the 1 ls 7 
_ . En confined their im us Courſes, 
Limits" wfhonlthingly- large, — minutely 
. Walt For all Things 
were at firſt oonſtituted, nnn 40 

1 his Ortleuiave. *- un TIN 
Wirnovr any toilſome Aſſiduity or laborious pid. 
ceſs. to raiſe to touch—to ſpeat ſuch à Multitude 
of irpmenſe Bodies into Being—to launch them through 
the Spaces'of. the Sky, as an Arrow from the Hand of 
a Giam- to impreſs on ſuch arwirldy Maſſes a Mo- 
tion, far out- ſtripping the Swiſtneſs of the winged Cre- 
1 We n r lame rr 
"Ol 


is 


o 
- 


8 admitted a Second. Time, aid fabardd to en- 
voble the next Para it is partly, becauſe of its unequalled 
Sublimity; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand Idea of creating 
re and partly, becauſe the Practice of the P P/almift, an Authority 

great to be controverted, n 


quote — aal. XXXIIi. 6; 9 how thoroughly the Royal 
Poet entered into the Majeſty of the Moſaic Narration. The Repeti- 
tion of che Sentiment, ver. 9, intimates, how peculiarly he was 
charmed, with that roble Manner, of deſcribing the Divine Operations. 
While Fay, fb pas; Fonpaties ſara, yh 19 04 


n of thinking, And this, Jong beſere 
ginus wrote the celebrated Treatiſe dle, which has taught the Heathen, 


2s well a8 the Choitian World; ito admire the Dignity of the Fervi/h 
Legiſlator's Stile. Vid. Lox ix. de Sublim. Sect. IX. 

+ To giye.an loſtance of this Reniark;—The Earth, in the diurnal 
Revolution, whic 


Rats of above a Thouſand Miles an Hour. And as the great Orbit, 
which 
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it performs on its own Axis, evbirls about at the 
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1 effeck for his People? Be their Miſeries ever 
1o..gallings. 


| HR STAAT HEAVENS TY 
for Thouſands and Thouſands af Team- VMhat an 
amazing Inſtance of infinite] Might: is this . -Can any 
thing be impoſſible to the Lond, the Lozp'Gonothe 
Creator and Controuler, of all the Ends of the. Earth, 
all the Regions of the Univerſe,?.. Rather, is not all 
that we Eee difficut, perſect Eaſe to that glorious Be- 
ing, who only ſpake, and the World was made; Who 
only. gave Command, and the ſtupendops AxIc ras 
lodged faſt, tlie Tofty Wheels moved complete What 


a ſure Defence, O my Soul, is chis everlaſting Strength 
of thy Gop Be this thy continual-Refuge, in che Article 


9 Kg this thy never-failit . _ INE 


of Nesd. ccd. 70 1912199 £ £24 
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cannot this Go relieve them? Be their 
Wants ever ſo numerous, eannot this God e 
Be their Corruptions within, ever {0 inveterate ; "or the 
Temptations Without, ever ſo importunate ; cannot 15 
mighty, mighty: Gop ſubdue the ſormer, and fortify 
tem agninſt the latter ?—Shotid Trials,» with an in- 
ceſſant Vehemence, fift thee a Wheat; 'fhould Tribal 
nim, with à Weight of Woes,” Aloft” grind: thee to 
Powder. Thould, Plegjurg with her see, 


«hich ir deferid& el ue Sun, PEAT i640 MAL 
lions of Miles, it muſt rravel hear 4 Million and Haff each Day 
What a Force muſt de requiſite, to protrude fo. vaſt à Globe: and 
wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge Mountains, and ponderous 
Rocks, ar foch e prodigious Degree of Rapidity!"Ir es human 

tion How natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after 
ſuch an Obſervation, is the Acknowledgement made by holy Job! 7 
inow that Tuo canſt" do every Thing, and that ns Thought, no ima- 
ginable Scheme, cax be awith-bolden from thee, can he beyond thy Power 
to execute. Chap. xlii. 2. | 


— 


* pal. xxxill. 9. 


ſolicit 
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felicie thee 20 delicims- Nein ; yet er hold dee hlt by 
Gon, and ay thy: Help upon Fim, chat 0 mm- 
Thou canſt not de involved in een calunũtou 


(1131628 9513 10 bf adi 1 0 d ne! 15 e een 
7 4 10 1 8 

N won Wüknin Pefeviption, a, e e's ah . 
Promiſe, which we nd! 


in H. Kl. TA" . — ny 
the Nablk; a Might bY 4 — cle - 


; it to abound, where it dil not 
2 ee ee Er 


Og a as 
che vety Prime of their Vigour | 120 Adivity, 
t&, a in their Courſe. AJ 


theit' Ws * 
F 


N n upon the L RD Br ind 5 e in "in 


Gefen; ſhall rem 9 with a generous Ander, unf 
they Pal re- 


gf e iy, th 
7 = = of Gee 
= ” 5 —— 


* 


eee da ns 
tiful and;delightfpl. Contr: . ee Etemies of the 
1 A Nag, Nike ab- by a at Ny 


exciſum Me 5 ad erfaria— e ſtio 
. — * ; acquitted itſelf tolerably well, if; when depre- 


ciating the Abilities of an Adverſary, it ſhould repreſent them weak as 
ene feeble as the diffolwing Smoke. . But theſe are cold 
Als xs compar ed with the Eloquence of the Eaſt, | Accord- 
Genius of our wr Bible, All.the Power that oppoſar tht Godly, it 

1 Ne or, to ſpeak with a more emphatical Air of Con- 
tempt, a deftrayed, an extirpated Nathing. Admire this Expreſſion, ye 
are charmed with daring Images, and (what T calls verbam 
ardent) a ſpirited and eng Diction. Remember this Declaration, 
e that fig the good Fight of Faith. The united Force of all your 
, be it ever ſo formidable to the Eye of Fleſh, is, before your 
| de Guardian, Nibil nibiliſimum, not only Nothing, but 92 

than nothing, and wm + pf Hen „ 
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Cirdumſtanties, or to quch innen Peril bur 
thy: Cob tend thoWTerveſBiths able to diver thee 
from the Gre, Yrid-to ce under the other 


ng tives! 
gorges Power. He i able co cxalt 


Joy. Abd 8 
y evetldl 
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rut "wharched' Condition of the 9 5 Ae 
LORD | f all Powe r for their denn © 598 7 55 
e fs of 2 Dag, who 5 provoke 
5] to Je Jea desde Creatures ! ay ou t 
2 tend wit yout Maker, and enter the Lifts 
in 80 On tupotence 2" Can you, hear the gt 
of ſuſtain the. Verigeance,o This lite: 9850 
At Fo ph 2 N the FI 1 


af hr ke 
| ow Af del oe © — — 0 
xe 
the 17 0 (ature rock,” we i ire, . — f 
Fel, 16 CIs, rr ue cen + the Notes Inj 
4 n 2 Age — 
to be found Eph. iii. 20. Which, 11 40 — — is the 
moſt complete Repreſentation of Divine Power, that it is poſſible 
for Words to frame. To do all that our Topgues can aft, is a Miracle 
bf Might. But 'We often think more thb we can expreſs, and are 
altigred with '* Groanings wntterable.?” Yet, to atifiver theſe va De- 
fires, is not beyond the Accompliſhment of our heavenly Father. E 
to * his Gifts and his Bleſſings commenſurate to the lavpef 
of hy 1 ExpeRations, is a mall Thing with the God of of 
is able to do above all, that the moſt enlarged reer Sh 
Tine yea, to do abundenth more, excetding abmwidantly more; than 45. 
ind "RIF in the utmoſt Exertion of all its Faculties, 1s 
wiſhing, or knows how to concerve. 


onna? [ | | oc 8 
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Heaven tremble,” How then can a withered. Leaf 
endure, When «, his. Lips-are full of Indignation, and 
his Tongue as a devouring Fire ? Or can any thing 
Arten a guilty Worm, when. the great and terrible Gop 
ſhall uber hig glittering Scpord, and his Hand take bold on 
inexorable, Judgment? When that, Hand; which ſhoots 
the 6 ts, Maſies of exceflive Bulk, *, Fre fur- 
Rapidity, 0 the Sky: 7s Fan 

Comets . to. ſuch;unmeaſurable * be- 
1205 Orbit of CEL Planet, beyond the Pur- 
ſuit of the ſtrongeſt Eye: when Tuar HAN is 
ed out to puniſh,. can the Munition of Rocks, 7 
tervention of Seas, or even interpoling, Worlds, 
che Blow ?—Conhider, this, Ambition; and bow. th 
haughty Creſt, Conlider this, Diſobedience ;, and — 
thy. Iron Sinew. O] conſider ws, all ye that forget, 
or affront, the tremendous Inova. He can, by a 
ſingle Act of his Will, lay the Univerſe in utter Ruin : 
and can He want Power to bring you, in a Moment, in 
the Twinkling of an Eye, to the Dult of Death, or to 
the Flames of Hell? He has—I ſay not, Ten thouſand 

;ightrings to ſcorch you to Aſhes ; Ten thouſand Thua- 
ders to cruſh you into Atoms; but, what is unf 


more dreadful— He has an Army of Terrors, even in the 
Look ol hid angry, Countenance. Hu very Foomp i 
work: that Deſtruſivon.! A 


= Que of ihe Planets 2 ES to be more than 90 Times 
as big, as the Globe on which we live. According to the ſame Cal- 
culation, the largeſt of the Planets (Jupiter] is above 200 Times vaſter, 
than this vaſt Collection of ſpacious Foreſts, towering Mountains, ex- 
tenſive Continents, and boundleſs Oceans. Such enormous Magni- 
tude! winged with ſuch prodigious Speed !—lIt raiſes Aﬀtoniſhment 
beyond Expreſſion.— Vith GOD is terrible Majeſty! Job xxxvii. 22.— 
Whe foall not. fear THEE, O LORD, — ghrity thh Name? 
Rev. xv. 4- 
| I CANNOT 
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draw the Sword, a 


— 1 ie at thy Table; at 
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— Wie ay; 1 and 


confined to the Dungeon. If I appear in Arms, 

againſt my national Sovereign; my 
Life is forfeited,” and cy very Blood wl ſcarce ator 
for the Crime. But Thee 1 have diſhonoured; O 


thou King immortal and inviſible ! Againſt Thee my 


Breaſt has · ſomented ſecret Diſaffectian; * Behaviour 
„ am pared, 
yrt I am preſerved. Inftead of 


= — Een Tran Beode is moſt 
 graciaully ſtretched out, to careſs him, with the tender- 


eſt Endearments; to cheriſh him, with every Inſtance 
of parental Kindneſs. —O 1 thou mightielt, thou beſt of 
Beings, how am I pained at my very Soul, for ſuch 
ſhameful and odious Diſingenuity | Let me always aho- 
minate myſelf, as the baſeſt of Creatures; but adore 
chat unwearied Long-ſuffering of thine, which refuſes to 
be irritated; lo that unremitted Goodneſs, which no 
Acts of Ingratitude could ſtop, or ſo much as check, 
in its gracious Current, O] let this ſtubbotn Heart, 
which Duty could 2 bind; which V could 
not awe ; be the Captive, the willing Captive, of ſuch” 

triumphant Beneficence. . 
I Hax often been ſtruck with Wonder at that Al- 
mighty Skill, which weighed the Mountains in Scales, 
Y TO Ty 
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and the Hills in a Balance: which Praportiouad the Wa- 
ters in the Hollow of its Hand, and adjuſted the Duſt 
of the Earth ꝰ by a Meaſure. But how much more 
marvellous is that magnificent Economy, which poiſed 
the Stars, with inexpreſſible Nicety, | and-avefed-out the 
Heavens with a Span! Where all is /prodigiqully. yaſt ; 
- immenſely various; and yet more than mathematically 
exact. - Surely,” the M iſdom of Gop , manifeſts; itſelf in 
the Skies, and ſhines in thoſe lucid. Orbs. Shines on 
the contemplative Mind, with a., Luſtre incomparably 
brighter, than far enen a pe- 
de de Wen t rut Van emen. ont Finer H 
-*BxnoLD . countcks Milticude of Globes; con- 


ſider! their amazing Magnituſle; regard them as! the 
Sovereigns af ſo: many Syſtems, each dccompanicd with 


his planetary Equipage. Upon this, Suppoſition, what 
2 Multiphcity of mighty Spheres, muſt be. perpetually 
N dan Bownds, i 1 Regions Yet, 
oth” e F. E 101 T tto , dsr nes 


22 n XI. 12 The Daft I the | Earth, in Gs fiblighs Seripture, 
- ſigniies the dry.Land, or alia Part,of our Globe. Which id placed 
in Contradiſtinction to the whole; Collection of id men- 
tioned in the preceding Clauſe —Perhaps, this remarkable Expreſ- 
fion may be intended to intimate, not the extreme Niceneſs, 
which ſtated the Dimenſions: of the World in" general or in the 
y graſs:; but alſa that particular Exactneſt, with whi — — 
Materials, that conſtitute its Frame, (not excepting ting each individual 
Atom, ) were calculated and diſpoſed.—y, d. Tis a ſmall Thing to 
* fay, No ſuch enormous Redundancies, as unneceſſary Ridges of Moun- 
. tains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much u the leaſt 
Grain of Sand, fuþerfinoas,” or a(ſmgle Particle uf Duſt defrienr.— 
As the grand Aim, of the Deſcription, i is, to celebrate the conſummat: 
Wiſdem, excmplifed in the Creation; and to diſplay_ that perfuct 

6: „ Puper tio, With which every Part tallies, coincides, arid Harmònizes, 
with the Whole; I have taken Leave to alter- the Word of bur 
Euglis Tranſlation "comprehend, and introduce in its Stead a Term, 
equally faithful to che Hebrews, ard f ore ignificative of the Prophet $ 
— Idea. hn 


none 


— > 3 nd hs + ws Aww hae as. fi” i. 
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none miſtake their Way, or winder: from the Goal; 


though they paſs through trackleis and unbounded 
8 Fields. None fy- off from their Orbits, into extra ba- 
gant Excurſions ; none pręſi in upon their Centre, with 
0 too near an Approach: - None interfere with each other 
N 
n 


in their, perennial Paſſage ; or intercept the kindly Com- 
munications of | another's Influence #. But all their 
Rotations proceed in eternal Harmbny#! keeping ſuch 
4 Time, and, obſerving ſuch Laws, as are moſt exquiſite- 
ly adapeed to.the Fertectian of the. Whale. h 


it Writz'T contemplate this  exceller Wiſdom, 
| « which'made the Heavens,” and attunes all their, Mo- 
1 tions; how am I abaſhed at that Mixture of A 
” and Folly, which has, at any Time, inclined .. me to 
th murmur at thy Diſpenſations, O. Loxp!- What, i is. this, 
at but 4 Sort of implicit Treaſon againſt thy Supremacy; 
ly tacit Denial of thy infinite Underſtanding "od 
a ſo regularly placed ſuch a wonderful Diver- 
ſity of Syſtems, through the Spaces of the Univerſe Br 
Didſt; Thou, without any probationary Eſſays; with- 
out any, improving Retouches, ſpeak: them into the moſt 
conſummate Perfection? Doſt Thou 3 fu- 
perintend all their Circumſtances, WI May Chat that 
never. miſtakes the minuteſt Tittle Wy 'ropri 
ſhall I be fo unaccauntably. ſtupid, ag to — 7 the 
Jule of thy © Diſcernment, in © chooſing my Inherit- 
1 7 and fixing the Bounds of my Habitation! 
bot: Not a ſingle Erratum, in e che Structure; de- 
e * De * ng SY the. Career 
SY The Interception of . by means of an Eclipſe, . 
very rarely. And then is of ſo Sort a Continuance, as not to be at all 
6 Nay, it is attended with ſuch Circumſtances, as render 
it rather uſeful, than prejudicial. _ 
+ The Sun in particular (and let this ſerve as a Specimen of that 


moſt curious Exactneſs, with which the other celeſtial Bodies are 
8 conſtituted, 


324 CONTEMPLATIONS ON. 


of uttumbered Words! And ſhall my pee vim Humour 
preſume' to cenfure thy Interpoſnion, with regard to the 
Affairs of one incoriſiderable Creature; whoſe Stature, 
in ſuch a comparative View, is leſs than u Span; and 
his preſent Duration, little more than a Moment? 
O] Tnob God, in whoſe Hand my Brea is, 
« and whoſe are all my Ways, let ſuch Sentimentts as 
now poſſeſs my Thoughts, be abvays- lvehy en my 
Heart! Theſe ſhall compoſe. my Mind into n cher 
fe” 7" mr and a thankful Submiſſion ; even when 
ictions gall the Senfe, or Diſappointment break, m 
Schemes. Then ſhall I, like T grateful Pad 
in all the Changes s.of my C ondition, and eve in. the 
of Diſtreſs, 'ere& an Aar 21 adori ng Refs 
tion; and infcribe it with the Apblt S Molto, To GOD 
oxnLY WISE. Then, fhouldſt Thou give me_Leaye to 
be the Carver of my on Fortune 5 I would humbly 
<defite to relinquih the Grant, atid bolt the Diſpo- 
ſal of: myſelf to thy unerring Bl Eflcence. F Per- 
ſuaded, that 1% Counſels; though*contrary to 8. 
ward Inclinations, or even affctive to my Fle 
incomparably more eligible, thian dhe blind wp 0 'of 
my own Will, however e Nr] AIP: 


On a'careleſs Thifpe&ion, Jon erceive no Accuracy 
or Vniformity in the. "Poſition of the heavenly ly, Bodies. 
They popes like, an uſing as 3,2 \promiſcuon 


Saftitates, and att th K OO INE re lata) the Sun i is forme 
of ſuch a determined Migulende, auc placed at ſuch a convenient 
Diſtance—* as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the 

„Ground with its kindly Warmth. If it was larger, ir would ſet 
the Earth on Fire; if /raller, it would leave it frozen. If it was 
„ nearer us, we ſhould be Torched' to Death; If farther from us, we 
66 ' ſouls not be able to Re for Want of Heat.” 

1 rc RUS“ s Hie of the Bible. 


ede, ai. . 4. W 4 
127. Heap 


rr r OTIS Ly Sao ada ito. 
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is 5 4 Glabes f neither ranked in Order, nor 
. But, what. ſeem Confuſion, is "al 

hat catries a Show of Negligence, is 
Regus 1 0 Kelult of the moſt maſterly. Contrivance. 
Lou think, —— they rove in their aerial Flight; 
but they. rove by the. niceſt Rule, and without the le 
Error. Their Circuits, though ſeemingly de viousg 
their Mazes, though intricate to our Apprehenſions $3 
are marked out, not indeed with golden Compaſſes, but 
bythe jnfinjely moos erat Per mind of the als 
wile Spirit. 

wb wines the eee afe Caluitity; die 
3 appointed for the Godly, has really the Na- 
ture of a Blefling, It iſſues from fatherly Love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt Good. If Foſepd is ſnatch- 
ed from the Embraces of an indulgent Parent, and aban- 
doned to Slavery in a foreign Land; it is in order to 
ſave the holy Family, from periſhing by Famine ; and 
to reſerve « the Seed, in whom all the Nations of the 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed. If he falls into the deepeſt 
Rage 1t is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the higheſt 

Even the Confinement of the Priſan, by the 

ERA Workings of Providence, opens his Way 
to the Right-hand of the Throne itſelf, Let the moſt 
afflicted Servant of Jzsus, wait the. final Upſhot of 
Things, He will ben diſcoyer the apparent Expediency 
of all thaſe Tribulations ; which now, perhaps, he can 
hardly. admit, without Reluctance; or ſuffer, without 
ſome Struggles of Diſſatisfaction. Then, the guſhing 
Tear, and the heaving Sigh, will be turned into Tides 0 
Gratitude, and Hymns of holy Wonder, 


* — M2268 lucricate, 
- Hceentric, intervolv'd; yet regular 
Then maſt, when mon irregular they ſeem, Mir r. 


13 Is 


„„ eber EATON ON” 
A "the meal Pirie; Kt bd aulitious' RAE, pre. 
kane enen the Divine "Pricediire';""bin, 


adoring where we cannot comprehend, t FE 0 


Bubi of the myſterious Plan. Then, th 
peretive ;" that the ſeeming Fabyrinths of Providence, 


bent the wen e de ous Way; to effect his 
'Putpoſes' of Grace, and to Brig about each 
ne's partieular Happineſs . Then, alſo, 'ſhall*it- be 
dach Then; 3u"tie-Prefeiceofapplanding Weft, 
Why, Virtue pined in Want, while Vice ridted in Af- 
fluence. Why, amiable Innocence ſo often dragged the 
dungeon Chain, while horrid Guilt trailed the Nebe of 
State. That Day of univerſal Audit, that Day of ever- 
laſting Retribution, will not only vindicate, 'but'magnify, 
the whole Management of Heaven. The auguſt Seſſions 
ſhall cloſe with this unanimous, this glorious Ackftiow- 
tedgment ; © Though Clouds and Darkneſs, impenetra- 
*ble by any human Scrutiny, were ſometimes round 
« about the ſupreme Conductor of Things ; yet Rigbie- 
e ouneſs and Judgment were the conſtant Habitation of bis 
gent 13 the invariable Standard of all his Adminiſtra- 
« tions. Fus (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt Truths, 
by inferior Occurrences) | while we view the Arras, on 
the Side of Yeaff Diftinition, it ' void of any elegant 
Fancy; without any nice Stfokes of Art; ban hut 
a confuſed Tumble of incoherent T hreads, No 

is the Piete beheld in its proper Aſpe, but the ſuſpected 
n r and the moſt Cyrions Arrkagement 


2 „ Sik 2 
Which, thougli to Us it ſeemsembroil'd, moves on 
In higher Order; fitted, and impell'd 
By Viſaum's fineſt Hand, e , | 
In gen'ral Good. 2 
. R Thot Nint. 1. 586, aſt Edit. 
x OS Pha XVI. a. 
11 takes 
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takes place. We are charmed with Deſigns of the fineſt , 
Taſte, and Figures of the moſt graceful Form. All is 
ſhaped with Symmetry; all is clad in Beau. 


Tun Cen, of Gov is moſt emindntly: e * 
the Skies. LCould we take an underſtanding Survey, of 


whatever isformed by the Divine Architedt; throughout 
the whole extent of material Things; our Minds would: 
be tranſported with their Excellencies; and our Tongues / 
echo back that” great Encomium, They are ** good, 
« yery good ®.” Moſt beautiful + in themſelves 3 con- 
triyed by unerring Wiſdom, and executed with inimit- 
able Skill. Moft* %% f in their Functions; exactiy. 
fitting the Places they fill, and completely anſwering 
the Putpoſes, for which they were intended. —All the 
Parts of the inanimate Creation proclaim, both by their 
intrinſid and relative ee * 50702 v _ 
neficence of their Maker. N 


How much more. wonderful are * Diſplays of Di. 
vine Indulgence, i in the Worlds of Life! Becauſe, dead 
Matter is incapable of Delight; therefore, the gracious 
Creator has raiſed innumerable Ranks of perceptive Ex- 
Hence. - Such as are qualified to taſte his Bounty, and 
enjoy cach a Happineſs ſuited to its peculiar State, With 
this 2 He furniſhed the Regions of inferior Na- 


e g 4 506606 


14 YE! obs of the Oniperks and all its Parts, has been, 
very highly, and very juſtly extolled, by the ancjent Inquirers i into Na- 
ture. And was, indeed, an illuſtrious Scene, ſpread before the Sages 
of the Heathen World: wherein, to contemplate the Goodneſs, and 
the Glories, of the Supreme Being. —It was nobly faid; by a Pagan 
Philoſopher, on this Occaſion : Fig wa piiaCndreas Tor Oles O 
appr. That GOD, when he undertook the Work of Creation,” tranſ- 
formed Himſelf into Love But he need not transform Himſelf into this 
amiable Principle; for Gov i: Love.” And was much mois nobly 
ſaid by WWW 


M4 Sp ture, 
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ture, with an Order and a Series of ſenſitive | 
The Waters teem with Shoals of funny Inhabjtants. Tho 
dry Land ſwarms with Animals of every Order“ The 
of winged People. Not ſo much as a greet Leafs Phi. 
loſophers ſay, but lodges, and accommodates, its puny 
animacule Tenants And whereforg this Diverſity, 
this Profuſion of living Creatures; flying the Air, tread- 
ing the Ground, and gliding through the Paths of the 
Sea? For this moſt glorious Reaſon— That the eternal 
Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabundant Goodneſs: 
that his Tab may be furniſhed, with Millions and Mil- 
lions of Gueſts ; that he may fill, every Hour, eve 
Moment, their Mouts with Food, or their Hearts wh 
Gladneſs.. | 

Bur, what 4 mall Thearre are three or far Elements, 
for the Operations of oA. Bounty ! His mag- 


. A very Felebjated Poet, in a beautiful Paragraph on thjs Subject, 


informs his Readers; That all Nature ſwarms with Life. In fubter- 


ranean Cellr, the Earth heaves with vital Motion. Even the hard 
Stone, in the very inmoſt Receſles of its impenerrable Citadel, holds 
Multitudes of animated Inhabitants. The Pulp of mellpw Fruit, and 
all the Productions of the Orchard, feed the inviſible Nations. Each 
Liquid, whether of acid Taſte, or milder Reliſh, gbounds with various 
Forms of ſenſitive Exiftence. Nor js the pure Stream, or tranſparent 
Air, without their Colonies of unſeen People. In which Conſtitution 
of Things, we have a wonderful Inſtance, not only of the Divine 
Goodneſs to thoſe minute Beings, in giving them a Capacity for animal 
Gratifications ; but of his | Cap fir Mankind, in making them 
PS 7 n | 1 5% W hs 
—— Theſe, N 
10 NF 
- - The groſſer Eye of Man: For, if the Worlds 
Nov In Wortds incloy'd ſhould an his Senſes burſt; | 
From Cates ambrofial, and the neQtar'd Bowl, 
edu abhorrent; and, in dead of Night. 
Wien Silence leeps o er all, he ſtunn d with Noiſe. | 
_ TromsoN's Sammer. 


nificent 


* 


re 


THE STARRY: HEAVENS. 2 


nificent Liberaliy, ſcurts ſüch ſcanty Links. If you 
aſk; Wherefore: has He created: ail Horlds, and nne · 
niſhbd- them with an unknown Malfiphcity of eig 
rifing, one above another, in an endleſs Gradaton of 
tilt richer Endowmens, und ſtill bobler Capecitiea ? 
The Anfwer is. For the Manifeſtation of his om Glary, 
and eſpecially for the Cimmunication of hin ingxtauſtible 
Beneficence 7.— The 1 r 
1 

AN" 


fo many ſtately! Fabries; and 
many Tribes of Inhabitants; ws, 


Exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious Gardens; which, with 
Rivers of communicated Joy, this ere Fen- 
tain waters continually, | 

 BouwpLxss 4, and (lch raiſes our Kea of this Di- 
Principle, to the very higheſt Degree of Perfection) 
dilimereſied f Munilicence | e 


*A eee e * 


fining his Obſervation, within the garrow Limits of his on Country ; 


cries out, with a Mixture of Amazempnt and Gratitude ; How great in 
his Goodneſs, and bow great is his Beauty . Who then can forbear being 
loſt in Wonder, and tranſported with Delight; when he extends his 


Survey, to de ee eee 


++ la this Sen, Flere we rad as Ov, e. GOD. None 
Wer — 
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tie bleſſed Gov, confidere in this charming Light L 
:rPpMble"to\vonctive: amy Exrellence, ſo: adorable and 

Dry Has inſinite Bendtolence, guided hy unerring Wiſ. 
donn eerting . Almighty Power, on purpoſe to make 
4 whojedUaiverſe happy »+O my Soul, What an irre. 
is here l What a moſt-worthy Object, 
bor thy halt feavertt Affection i. Shall now every glitter- 
ing Toy; became 21Riyalito this tranſcendantly benefi- 
cent Being and rab Him af thy Heatt &—No.- Let 
his all · æreating Arm teach thee, to truſt in the Fulneſs 
ol his Jufficiency Let his all- ſuperintending Eye in- 
eline chee, to acquitſce in the Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
yictence :- nd let his Bounty; ſo freely vauchſafed ;5 fo 


amp diffuſed ; induce thee to {ove Hin, with all the 


Ardout of a grateſul and admiring Soul; induce thee to 
ſerve Him, not with a, joylets. Awe, or flaviſh- Dread, 
but with ae Alper. and a vrlightful n 
. ai bos dritt io 2 236 
Ix the Goodneſs of Gop is 40 adivirably: ſoety: in the 
Works vf Nature, and the Favours of Providence; with 
what a noble Superiority, does it'-even- iriumpb, in the 
Mylery of. Rape: Recempien f de bright 
[ok 1 Nandi 1 x 1 n 
e en Lax woll ! 2: 1 4M Ell 


©  Ief6lf, in an infinite Variety of Bleſſings, 2 ObjeRt; or, 
who always diſpegſes his Favours, from the 5 etz of free and 


- N * 


| 195 14: wi 15; 41 * | 
in chis/ und i e Pars ess adde the Reader will 
obſerve : That the Attributes of the Dr r v aro repreſented; as ſhining, 
with mbre dfMingaiſhed Luſtre, in the Wonders of Redemption, than in 
the Werks of Crearion. If ach Remarks ſhould ſeem to be unprece- 
dented, or to fand in Need of a- Vitidication 3 Permit” me to ſubjoin 
te Sentiments of a great Critie, equally verſed in 4or6 choſe ſublime 
TFhieories._—<« Th 2 perfect Orator, He,' —_ Tally, requires ſome Skill 
« in the Nature of eee „his Mind will become 
more textenſive and ungonfined ; and, when he deſcends to . of 
„ human Affairs, He will both think and, writs in 4 more, exalied and 
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Mirror, in wich 8 to © obtemplate this molt ohe FO 


bute of the Deity. Other Gifts, ate only #5 "Mitts om 
che Divine e bur Redemption 1955 Thi Al- 
ex ; of Indulgence and Gtice., 


OD 4 : not only" ma. 
nifeſts, but ſets it ; AS. it were, with every bi it and 
grand mbellifhimene - manifeſts it in ſo ſtupe ndous 4 
Manner, that it is beyond. Parallel ; beyond ught ; 
« aboye all Blefling and Praile.” Was Hz not thy Sor, 
Everlaſting Gop, thy only Son; the Son of thy Boſom 
from eternal Ages; the hugheſt ObjeR of thy compla- 
cential Delight? Was not thy Love to this adbrable 
Son, incomparably greater — the tendereft . 
of A, or the united Affections of M, mortal Parents ? 
Was not the bleſſed Jxsvs more ilhiftrious i in Excellen- 
cy, than all Angels ; more exalted in Digiity, than all 
Heavens? Yet didſt thou refign Hi, for poor Mor- 
tals! for vile Sinners !—Coul chou ſee him. N. l end, 
from his Royal. Throje ; ang take | up His Abode, in the 
ſordid Stable? See him forego 4 the Wag of . Sera- 
phim ; and ſtand expoſed, to Ig reproachful Hdjgnities, 
of an inſdlent Rabble; See Hum arraigned at the Bar, 

ſentenced to Death ; numbered with MatefaQprs, 
and nailed to the Gibbet ; bathed in his own innocent 
Blood, and pouring out his Soul in Agonies of Sorrow? 
Could the Father, the Father bimſelf, with unknown 
Philan 8! ; ay? It ſhall, it ſhall, be ſo! My Pity 
td fel s Man ea and e Awake, there- 


3 Manner. For the; ; Reaſon, that excellent Maſter 
« would haye recommended; the Study of thoſe and, glorious 
6 | Myſteries, which Revelation, has, diſcovered to Us; #: aghich ht 
i nobJeft Parts of this Syſtem of the Werld\gre as much inferiar, as. the 
« Cromer, iz leſa excellent than the Canton.” Spe2. Vol. VIII. Ne 633, 
A fi ende ere 
+ Philanthropy, that is, Loving. kindneſz to Man. 


cc fore, 
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* ſore, Q werd *, edged with divine Wrath, Awake; 
A Pierce that 


9 85 rather than 1 EA pre 


Wege enn Late May 
FAO Subject of my Medita- 
tion; more e to my muſing Mind, than Applauſe 

to the ambitious Ear lay it be be the ding Theme of 
my Diſcourſe ; ſweeter ta my Tongue, than the Drop- 
pings of the Honeycomb to my Taſte ! May ic be my 


choiceſt Comfort, through, all the Changes of Life ; and 
my Ae cyen in the laſt Extremes of Pi- 


4 r 8 with 2 diſtant Survey, 

this uncxampled Inſtance of Almigh Alpighty Love, is wraps 
into a Tranſport of Devotion. At 4 fox proper #334 
. be calls upon the whole Untere to aid 
his Breaſt, and ſupply his Lack of Praiſe. 

ing 0 vaulted Heavens ; 5 exult, and even leat 
for Gladys tho cumberous Earth ; ye Mountdins, break 
your long Silence, and barft into "Plats of 7 gb 11 5 
mation 1 for the Lonp, by thys. precious Gift,, 


ber n f comforted Þ bis TO: Ae acy red 
| — 17 en cn _ [Bf 55 


. by 
2 169 n Bine 7 De DOC» 


+ Ih. Alix. 13 1 1 ou Seeg. 
8 to preſerves ſomewhat more faithfully, 


thes, and inimitabl — f the MK Lor * 
E ' 
Go b, manifeſted ina Bine aud 95185 2 2 1s "Hm fich 
Fall Ke 1 


inconceivable Richneſ;; muſt ik: 
all Encomiums lan % er, It H land mot em- 
tical Celebration 6f that unſpetkable ner of r Ollie, is con- 


in this rapturous Px(lamation' bf the Prophet“ Which" inti- 
mates, "wick a wonderful Majesty e Sentiment, that even the whole 
of the inanimate Creation j; eould it de ſenfible of the Benefit, 
and capable of Delight; would pars ts Gratitude, in all theſe De- 
monſtrations of the moſ} lively and $xubergnt Joy. . 
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20-1 hath. leſt it wpbh' Revord}/chas/ at the firſt -Exhi- 


Kwan — Sebhez Here wis with the Angel, 
ras ies Tings, Mita of 
3 — Ben and takin 
K of Skies 25 11 5 # Wich 45 Ae Kee 
Baar the Sum of R „nen "He 
Wings, che Mowing 


oſheſs, 
ginning to rife with Healing in his 
ge and al alte S0 8 Bote for 


1 ufd is the Centre of a 
. — 


How pure & d State of the Sky; and how” Par its 
N Cheater than che limpid Stream purer than 
e tranſparent 'Cryital;. and NOIR. —_— fine, than 
— poliſhed Mirror. That. fately Cirling; fretted wich 
Gold, and e t an — I Far, ke 'of 
Letigphis ; J Js not figured with | 4 fin 
azure Canopy ; * embroidered. with, 8 Rau — 2 — 
poo 7 to form a Covering for unnumbered Werlds ; 
ie; wichout the leaſt Spot or Wrinkle. —Yet this, even 
this, will ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint Repriſen- 
tation of the Divine Buri. Gon; is the Gov of match- 
leſs and tri "Pxcellency, His Ways are Up- 
rightneſs itſelf. _His Conntels and Words are the very 
Sanctity of Wiſdom and of Truth. The Laws, which 
he has given to uniyerſal Nature ; are exquiſitely, con- 
trived, and beyand all Poſſibility of Improvement. The 
Precepis, Which he has appointed ſor the human Race; 


Lure a comp lete BN of of all that is honourable in 


" Hel, "Af * bf the rational Mind.—Not the 


"Teaſt: eee 


2102 


ning a Series of Events for all Fu- 
turity. 
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an {None loaft,Myl-odminiſtzationy. in managing 
the, . \Gnce Time Heyn; and of 

| leavers Pardon theſe 


his M; 7g 8 E ee e 

pure and — of the Heavens) are nat 
pure in bis Sigbt. How much leſs Man, whom his fallen 
and depraved State; ir but as c Worm, that era wis in the 


TAN 

| ee ee Pn ae de, in 
eee afed by Eftabliſhed Church. t is, 1 & + * 
the N,; ek, Leak he x) pl rally eſtape our 


Notice. It is a She larie formed on a Superlative Hope: de 
—— — re isnobly ſupebior to them 
deer i be ſenſible of its own Deficiency : when 
wi et is addreſſed, or celebrated. Oppreſled, 
ee e be labours after a re em- 
Pdariraſ Manner of Diction, chin the obdiniaby Farms af Spobch (ford. 
tes, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring:and happy Peculiari- 
bene ay maſtefly Genius, eee 
while be deſcribes, exemplifes: ge oo) (fs > 
RET "ro e eee | gleriaifly offend, 
| "' Add rifeo i true C eee, 
Aae Bounds with brave part, - | 
hs ay 0 ebe al the Re ch of Art, t 
TS e c. 
PROFY eee e e iful Paſſage of the 
like Nature. te.” WIS wh e y properly rendered ; 
Leſs than the leaft of all Saints —His wos proer zpiivow is another 


r if the fame Hig But here the ExgiiG-Verſon fails. Far 


better is extremely flac 4, compared with the zerves: Original. And I 
greatly queſtion, Wi it is poſſible to te the Sentence, with 


equal Conciſenefs; and with equal Spirit. See H. iii. 8. Phil. i. 23. 
8 1 | COT- 
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egnmpted Carcaſen und the Sor of, Mun, — . — 
of his manifold. actual Impuriti cn. is go quſtiy compared 
10 mt laat, that . 
ls there not) then nt Cauſe, for. the: moſt 
— — eminem of Mankin, n. zenounse, 2 
arrogant Pretenſons; to h aide every Mr; 
to take.naghing N 


holy Rrophey ere 
| Impreſſions, 2 Gli | 
e 


C 
ONE + a Man of unclean 
»& I ONE vx C a M. ? L 3.4 
48 r. 


b I 1 e 
3 7 bent ie a= 


chef Able the At — 
5 — — — one = rn 


N kpow 1 1 — 

it . fat 1 — 11 0 e * wit the 
= v2 17775 r, Hr DD — 
e A, is 4 — 

1 — On — — 
. l P Hy of Gas * 
9D, W 

Inf 13 ME 599 8 TH . 
a516aMſoine to 


- 2 — Verndifi — — 
8 0 19 4 e e. 
hat . 5 ee Ae and 
22 \Unl Fl — — and 
condereq; ĩn — — two Words of the 


exadeptly ignißcation, by 
Gr 1 to e en n, which de- 


whith ſwarm in! che Body hr der Corruption; "Exvd; xv. a0. Ja. 
XIV. 818 
„ Job Hi. 6. AH: ec I $ * 
fe 1 1 Day thire foall be Pn g ef David, and. 
to the Inhabitants of Jerdlatem, for vin Dire me. Zech. Xif3. 1. 


4 ! WE. which 


* 
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| hich ins fordrot froth the Voundationr of He Work; 
ber a 1 awful Foncture] when knotty 


6 Fe chen ragged 
"the NN 


Q mo © 


"mangled 
wrpened Nath cut freth Shitices 
dor the Wimmer Cirtent; When che Guih'of the Spear 
- : eihfiledte@ the dreadful Work, ad een flowed 

there, Korf the woutided Heart,” "Blood and Water ? 


„ "Bnce Bap Himidf lac bs Blemiſh 
N 2. Main, 2 Pinetb N 


be Tye diſcerned nothing 
orious Redeemer. 
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a ae ing tefe 
855 1 1 ni d ng T<ltimo- 
I —— 2 Jzsvs: * In Him I am 
0 < 5 1 intire 


am well, ;. I acquieſce, wich 
ar es Ns bet. Delight, in his 
* — his: — obo — +>, ee 
cl un Ode N ſhowld'this Thought; enliven 
. 'our Hopes: while the gther, wortities gur Pride? Should 
S wing ancden ws and even eap for Joy ; 
G ven us by Revelation, That 
uch a Uivinely — Preſuphs Our Mediator ? What 
apparent Reaſdti has every Nehever, "ws adopt the bleſſed. 
_ Virgin's Exclamtation!.* My San doth m the LOKD 
for kis tranſcendent Mercy ; und a Spirit reoires, not 
in wide" extended a aſi or? my hr 
« Glebe *;. ng, in N ving 
IF ce E or my Spoil“; 
a bur i 1 richer; nobler Bleling// even in 
ee 60 my Saviour. rtr: a ds ah 17 and 
Himſelf u e e tek, anta0 


„ Thei Penman, from theſe To Ogcavans of diſtinguiſh- 
ed — 7 — greater Delight, which ariſes from 
dee e and the 4 e Jo. K. vr. 
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as my Advortte, in the Royal Preſende above: yea, to 
make y Recovery, the Reward of his Sufferings; my 
final , the e We Ringo 
dom! 


Wii an e Winde 6. Bodies, many 
of them more than a Hundred Thouſand Miles in Dia- 
meter , are all ſet in Motion: When the Orbitz, in 
which they perform their periodical Revolutions, are 
extended at the Rate of ſeveral Hundreds of Millions : 
—when each. has a difin# and ſeparate Sphere, for 
finiſhing his vaſt Circuit ;—when no one knows, what 
it is to be cramped; but each moſt freely expatiates, in 
his unbounded Career :>—when every one is placed, at 


ſuch an immenſe Remove from each other; that they ap- 


pear to their reſpective Inhabitants, only as ſo many 
Spots of Light: —How- muſt be the Ex- 
panſe, which yields Roow for all thoſe mighty Globes, 
and their widely-diffuſed Operations! To what prodi- 

gious Lengths, did. the ty Builder ſtretch his 
Line, when he marked out the ſtupendous Platform 
— wonder at ſuch an immeaſurable Extent. My very 
Thoughts ate" loſt, in this Abyſs of Space, But, be 
it known to Mortals ; be it never forgot by Sinners; 
that, in all its moſt ſurpriſing Amplitude, it is /mal}, it 
8 Make compared with the Bounty and the Mercy of 
its Maker, | 


- 


© This refers, e A IEFIPEER 
our Sun, but alſo to the other Planetary Worlds, which are ſuppoſed 
to attend the ſeveral fixed Stars. | 


+ The Diameter of Fupiter is . at 130650 Miles, white 
his Orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of $ v1 34-000. Which Computa- 
tion, according to the Maxims of „ and the Laws cf Pro- 
portion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contemplations ben 
n Ah Planets revolving round other Suu 


_—_ His 


\ 
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Hs Bounty is abſolutely without Limits *, and 'with- 
out End. The moſt laviſh: Generoſity cannot exhauſt, 
or even diminiſn, his Munificence. O] all ye Tribes 
of Men; or rather, all ye Claſſes of intelligent Crea- 
tures; ye are not ſtreightened in the Liberality, of your 
evercblæſſed Creator; be not ſtreightened in your own 
Expettations. 2 Open your Mouth wide, and He. ſhall 
« fill it,” with. copious and continual Draughts from 
the Cup of Joy. Your Gop,.on whom is your e 
1 is more than able; is more *than- wi 

to d ſupply all your Need, according to his Riches i in 
% Glory.” — When the Loxp JEnovan is the Giver, 
and his Grace + the Gift; let your Wiſhes be unbound- 
ed, and your Cravings inſatiable. All that created 
Beings can poſſibly covet, is but a very ſmall Pittance 
of that unknown Happineſs, which the Everlaſting Be- 
nefactor is ready to beſtow. Suppoſe every charitable 
Diſpoſition, which warms the Hearts of the human 
Race, added to thoſe more inlarged Affections, which 
glow i in heavenly Boſoms 3 hat were yy" all, 'even 


9 9 By Bounty, Laney, not ale aftual Kae or the ſenfible Ef 
ſects, of this Excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and always mf be, 
through the immenſe Perfection of the Attribute, and the neceſſary 
Scantineſs of the Recipient, bounded. But, I would be underſtood, 
as ſpeaking of the Divine Power, and the Divine Vill, to exert Di- 


vine Benieficence. Theſe can have no real, no imaginable Limits. 


Theſe, after a Profuſion of Bleflings, diſtributed to . unnumbered 
Worlds, continued through unnumbered Ages, muſt fill have more to 
beſtow ; for ever have more to beſtow; infinitely more to ns chan 
it is poſſible for Creation itſelf to receive. 


+ 2 Core ix. 8. GOD is able ta make all ee 


that ye, having all Sufficiency in all Things, may abound to every good 


"Ferk.—How beautiful, and emphatical, is this Deſcription! Inferior 

to nothing, but that Extent of Ability, and thoſe Riches oſ Liberality, 

which it ſo eloquently celebrates. - Does it not exhauſt ; all the Powers 

_ of Language; while it ED to give: us a n of ihe Ai 
cence of the Lou t | 0 

in 
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in kheit higheſt Exerciſe; compared with the Benignity 
of the Divine Nature ?—Bleſs me then, Thôu eternal 


Source of Love; bleſs all that reverence thy 93 
according to thy own moſt profuſe Goodneſs; Whoſe 
great Prerogative it is, to diſdain all Meaſure. ; O bleſs 


us, in proportion to that Grace; the Richneſs of which 


(unutterable by the Tongues of Men, and of Angels) 
was once ſpoken in the Groans, _— e 
Wounds of thy expiring Son! | 


- Spacious indeed are theſe Heavens Wbege 40 
they begin? Where do they end? What is their Ex- 
tent? Can Angels anſwer my Queſtion? Have Angels 
travelled the vaſt Circuit? Can Angels meaſure the 
Bounds of Space? No ; 'tis boundleſs, tis unknown, 


tis amazing all. How charming then to reflect, That 
the Mercy of GOD is ' © greater than the Heavens, BM 


is more extenſive than the Dimenſions of the Sky. 
Tranſporting Reflection! Let me indulge Thee once 


f 


more *. Let me think over the delightful Diſplays of 


this. lovely Attribute; and, while I admire the Trophies 
of forgiving Goodheſß, add one to the Number. — With 


what amiable and affecting Colours, is this repreſented | 


in the Parable of the Prodegat! What could induce 
that fooliſh Youth, to forſake his Father's Houſe? Had 


he not beeh tenderly cheriſhed by the good Parent z and 


* d chefs Nl to Page 81, of Refli#iont on 4 Flower- Side 


The followihg Pages, to the 1 zoth, exhibit a digreſive View of the 


Divine Merey.. I thought 1 it proper to.appriſe my Reader of this Ex- 
curſion; though, I hope, it will be needleſs to offer an Apology, for 
enlarging upon a Theme incomparably 3 joyous. Who can complain of 
Taten, 0 while I ſpeak Conſolation to diſtreſſed, and Recovery to 
ruined Creatures? The Divine Mercy is'the ſole Fountain of all our 
preſent and future Bleſſings. In Conformity, to this benign Attribute, 
human Hopes ariſe, and human Felicity flows. Who, therefore; can 
be weary of wiewing and reviewing ; when the Lengths and Breadths 
6 9 515 Grace, are the raviſhing Proſpe&? 


Z 2 


loaded , 
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loaded with Benefits, from his indulgent Hand? Were 
hot the Reſtraints of parental Government, an eaſy 
Yoke? or rather, a Prefervative from Rui? Notwith- 
ſtanditig every endearing Obligation, he: revolts from 
his'Duty ; and launches into fuch foandalous Irregula- 
rities, as were diſhonourable to his Family, and de- 
a to himſelf. When Neceſſity, not Choice, but 
; drove him to a ſubmiſſive Return; does 
the een Father ſtand alobf, or fhut+ his Doors? 
Quite the Reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a 
eat Way off ; and, the "> 205 he beholds the pro- 
ene Youth, He has Compaſſion. on Him. His Bowel 
yearn; they © ſound like. an Harp,” touched with 
Notes divinely ſoſt. He never once thinks of his un- 
gracious Departure, and infamous Debaucheries. Pity, 
parental Pity, paſſes an Act of Oblivion ; ; and, in one 
_ Inſtant, cancels a Series of long- continued Provoca- 
tiohs.—So. ſtrong are the Workings of fatherly Aﬀec- 
tion ; that he is almoſt impatient to embrace the naked 
and deſtitute Wretch. The Son's Pace is low, He 
aroſe and came; the Father's is ſwift, He, ſprung forth 
(aged as he was) and ran. And is there a ſingle 
Frown in his Brow, or one upbraiding Word on his 
Tongue : Inſtead of loathing the ſordid. Creature, or 
reproaching him for his odious Exceſſes; he falls on 
his Neck, Claſps him in his Arms, and hugs him to 
his Boſom._- Inſtead of diſowning the riotous Spend- 
| thrift,. or rejecting him for his undutiful Behaviour; 
He receives and welcomes him with K ies of Delight. 
He rejoices, at his Return from Extravagance and 
Vice; as he formerly rejoiced, on the Day of his Na- 
tivity. When this Companion of Harlots opens his 
Mouth, before ht ſpeaks, 125 Father bears. He inter- 
rupts him, in the midſt of his intended Speech. The 
Overflowings of his ana Heart can brook no 
540 Þ Delay * 
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He ſeems to 1be.,neafy himſelf, till he: has 
wat A Ben s Rat with the 6 8 of 
bis Acceptance, and the chaiceſt of his Favours. 
While the poor abaſhed Offender ſeeks, nothing more, 
than not to be abhorred; he is thoroughly reconciled, 
and hanoured before the whole Family. While he te- 

ueſts no other Indulgenee, than only to be treated as 
Re meanelt Servant ; he is cloathed with the 3 Robe; 
he is feaſted with the fatted Calf; he is eareſſed as the 
deareſt of Children. Was there ever ſo bright and 
winning a Picture, of the tendereſt Mercy : mot freely 
vouchfafed, even to the moſt unworthy of, Creatures? 
Yet thus, my Soul; and bus, my Fellow-{inner ; will 
the Loxp, Gop of everlaſting N tay my 1575 us; 
if, ſenſible of our Miſery, and thirſting for ahnten 

we turn to him through Ixsus CnnIc-r. 
WHERE. Sin has abounded, ſays the Proglamatics 
from the Court of Heayen, Grace dath much more abound, 
—Manaſſe er ups a Monſter of Barbarity 3 for He cauſed 
his own Children to paſs through the Fire, and filled 
Jeruſalem with innocent Blood. Manaſſeh was an Adept 
in Iniquity; for He not only multiplied, and to an 
extravagant Degree, his own facrilegious Impieties; 
but He poiſoned the Principles, and perverted the Man- 
ners of his Subjects, mating them to do worſe than the 
moſt deteſtable of the Heathen ldolaters “ et, through 
this ſuper-abundant Grace, He is humbled; He is re- 
formed ; and becomes a Child of forgiving Love, an 
Heir of immortal Glory.—Bchold that bitter and bloody 
Perſecutor Saul; when, breathing out Threatenings +, 
and bent upon Slaughter, he worried. me Lambs, and 
pur 


* See 2 Chron, xxxiii. _ 


' + AAt ix. 1. Tales oh turnwr anuing xa: ors, Saul yet d 


out Tbreatening and Slaugbter.— What a Repreſentation is here of a 
2 3 Mind, 
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1 to Death the Diſciples of Ixsus, Who, upom the 

ples of human Judgment, would not have pro- 
m0 Em # Veſſel of Wrath, deſtined to tnavvid- 
able Damnation? Nay, wodid not have been ready to 
conclude; that, if there. were heavier Chains, and a 
deeper Dungeon, in the World of Woe; they muſt 
ſurely be ee for ſuch an implacable Enemy of true 
Godlineſs? Tet, (admire, and adore, the inexhauſtible 
Treaſures pf Grace !) This Saul, is is re into the 
y Fellowſhip of the Prophets; is numbered with 
e noble Army of Mattyrs, and makes a diſtinguiſhed 
igure among the glorious Company of the Apoſtles. — 
he ' Coritbians,” were flagitious even to a Proyerb, 
dome of them wallowed in Tuch abominable Vices, and 
Habituatecl themſelves to ſuch! outrageous. As of In- 
Juſtice, as were 4 Reproach to human Nature. _ Yet, 
even theſe Sons of Violence, and Slaves of Senfuality, 
were” wiſhed; were ſanctifſetl; were juſtified “. 
letz in che precious Blood of dying Redeemer 


Mind: * N FT FIG and 3 to che fercelt gon of 
Birbirity4! 5 ſcarce know, whether I am more Soc ed at the Perſecu- 
tot's ſavage Diſpoſition, or charmed with the Evangeliſt's lively De, 
ſcription.— The Adverb ih ſeems referable to Chap. viii. Ver. 3. and 
bas, jn * Connexion, .@ . Force. The Havock he had com- 
mitted, A nlive Families he bad already ruined, were not ſuffi- 
eient to afſuige his vengeful Spirit. They were only a Tafte; which, 
inſtead of glutting che Bloodhound, made him more cloſely purſue the 
Track, and more eagerly pant for De ſtruction. He is #4/{-athirſt for 
Violence and Murder. So eager and inſatiable is his Thirſt, that he 
even breathe; out 'Threatenjng-and Slaughter. His Words are Spears 
and Arrows, and his Tongue a ſharp Sword. "Tis as natural for him 
to menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the Air.—Nay, they Bleed 
every Hour, every Moment, in the Purpoſes of his rancorous Heart. 
It is only owing to Want of Power, that every Syllable he utters, 
every Breath he-draws, does not deal abqut Deaths, and cauſe ſome 
of the innocent Diſciples to fall. 


* x Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 


ſantiified, 
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ſonttified, by the powerful Operations of the Bleded . 
rit; juſtified, through the infinitely tender Mercies 
gracious Goo. Thoſe, who were once the Burden o 
2 Earth, eee Heavens ae Delight 
98] VL 

* is, 8 in "Sum: which may 
loudly; Publiſhes that ſweeteſt / of the Divine Names, 
he LORD, the LORD. GOD. merciful and graci- 
ous, long-ſuffering, and abundant in, and Truth ; 
keeping Mercy for Thouſands, fargiving .Iniquity, Trarſ- 
grefſion, and Sin . An Inſtance this, which exceeds 
all the former; which exceeds whatever can be ima - 
gined ; which if I was-to-forget, the very Stones might 
cry out, and ſound it in my Ears. I mean the- Caſe of 
thoſe. Sinners, who murdered the Prince of Peace, and 
Loxp, of Glory. Theſe Men, could ſcarce have the 
Shadow of an Excuſe for their Cime; hardly a Cir- 
cumſtance, to extenuate their Guilt. They were well 
acquainted with his exemplary Converſation; they ha 
often heard his heavenly Doctrines; they were almoſt 
daily Spectators of bis unequalled Miracles. They 
therefore; had all poſſible Reaſon to honour Him, as the 
moſt illuſtrious of Beings ; and to receive his Goſpel, 
as the moſt ineſtimable of Bleſſings. _ Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all-theſe engaging Motives to love Him, even 
above, their own Lives; they ſeize his Perſon ; aſperſe 
his, Character; drag him before a heathen Tribunal; 
and extort a Sentence of Death, againſt Innocence and 
Holineſs jtlelf. Never was the vileſt Slave, ſo con- 
tumeliouſly. abuſed ; nor the moſt execrable Malefafor, 
ſo barbarquſly executed. The Sun was confounded at 
the ſhocking Scene; and one cannot but wonder, how 
the ayenging 1 Lightnings could vith-hold: their F laſhes, 


5 Exod. xxxiv, 6, 77 
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The Earth trerabled at the horrid 'Deed 3 and why, 
vhy did it ut cleave yfunder, and open 2 Paſſage, for 
ich Blood-thirfty Miſcreants, into the 
Hell? | Shall Tbeſ ever hope 10 obtain Forgiveneſs, 
from the righteous Judge? Shall not IB be conſign- 
ed over to inexorable Wrath, and the ſevereſt Tor- 
ments ?—O the miraculous Effects of Divine Grace! 
O che "triumphant Goedneſfs ef Go aur Saviour 
Many, even of the impious Wretches, at the. Peſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſerable 
State; were wounded witty penitential Remorſe; fled to 
the Sanctuary of the Croſs" Ned weir Narvn ratified 
by the baptiſmal Seal; and, continuing in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine, were made Partakers of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Where they now ſhine, as fo many everlaſt- 
ing Monuments of moſt diſtinguiſhed Mercy ; and re- 
eeive Beatitude paſt Utterance, from that very Re- 
deemer, whom once ( wick wicked hp ond wu eruei- 
fed and flew ?“ 
WI⁊ꝭIL might the Prophet m_ out, with a leaf ing 
Artiazement'; « Who is a Gop like unto Thee, that 
* pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſcth by Tranſqgreſſion * 
—Let all Fleſh know affuredly ; let all Fleſh rejoice 
greatly; That with the Loxp there is fuch Mercy, and 
with his CARS. ſuch plentiful Redemption. And O] for 
the Voice of an Arch-Angel, to circulate the Glad- 
Tidings through the Univerſe, That the American da- 
vage, as well a as the European Sage; may learn the ex- 
ceeding Riches of Grace in Chriſt. Through whoſe in- 
finitely fatisfying Propitiation, all Manner of Sin, Bar- 
barity, and 1 are freely forgiven u unto Men. 


War 3 d, and. majeſtic Dame, is the. Sky! 
Where are t Pillars — Pe? the ſtately Con- 


* Mic Vil, 18. 


cave ? 
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cave? What Art maſt exactly true, balanced the Preſ- 
fure ? What Praps, of inſuperahle Strength, ſuſtain the 
Weight ? How is that immeaſurable Arch anbald, un- 
ſhaken and while ſo many Generations of 
buſy Mortals, have ſunk and diſappeared, as Bubbles 
upon the Stream ? If thoſe Stats. are of ſueh an amas · 
ing Bulk; how are they alſo feftencd, in their lofty Si- 
tuation? By hat 1 A 5 
Thouſands of ponderous Orbs, kept ſtom 
our Heads; kept from daſhing, og” ant w o 
Pieces, and its Inhabitants to Death ? Are they hung 
in golden, or adamantine, Chains ? Reſt they their 
enormous Load, on Rocks "of Marble, or Columns of 
Braſs No; they. are pradulons,in. Heid Ather. Tet, 

are more immovrably fixed, than if ra — 


Mountains lent their Foreſts, for an Axle- Tree; or 


their Ridges” r 4 Bam The Almighty” Archite: 
Arerches aul the Narth,. and its whole ſtarry, Train, over 
the empty Place: He 8 Zarah, and all the ethe- 


real Globes, p nothi Tet are their Foundations 
big. fo. ſite, "chat Hey can. bever be moved ar . 
Time. Ai na 


e uni v to! the fee. Chriſtian; of 
ay ak Prtfererance f- Such as Ire out £4 Cauſe; 
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* + With Regiit M te final Perſevttancy of the true Sitieves; Tam 
ſenſible, this Hint is not a little controverted. rde sentiments, which 
How, are my Mead Belief. Itis by no Means proper, in'a Work 
of this Nature, to enter upon a Diſcuſſion of the Subfect. Neither 
have I Room, ſo much ag to hint, what m ight ht be urged for ity Sup- 
port.—Ler my Reader obſerve, that F am far from delivering it, as 
eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceflary to Salvation. Millions, - of the 
very Contrary Conyletion, are, I doubt not, high in the Favour of 
God; and in a growing Meetneſs for his heavenly Kingdom. As'I 
blame none for rejeZing, none, I hope, will be offended with me for 
poſing, this particular Doctrine.— To be of different Opinions, at 
. leaſt 
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which effects it; and conſtitutes the Ploge, which af- 
certains it. Hlis Nature is all enfecbhled. He is not 
able; Sfahemſelßz to think a good Thought. He has 
p 3 nor any Sufficiency of his own. 


Nr 28 wanne Das 3 WN V6, 0 Id 


leaſt in fome inferior Inftifices, ſeems an unavdidable naa 
our preſent State: where ſywdrantep in Furt, cleaves. tothe viiſeſl 
Mindas fegen ene Judgp 


ents, 
ommon Ad afford Wn for the Bie 
pl y e cl of thoſe beate ng Wütkel, MSBrd " Mecknefs, 
and Fotbea pre me ab pernitted to aſk, yo this Tenet 


does not evident) tend 'toreftahtihahe:Comfirt lof the Chriſtian, and 
to mignify the. Ne of GD our i Favi½m Whether, far from 


loth, rel g Kemiſſpels, Oo. ow that our 
PD; be, ih e the 22505 prevailing cement * 


Aan in che Work of the LoD I Oer 1 0 1 

Is any One inclined to examinò the Rektonu;/ which made the Au- 

thor 3 Proſelyte to this N * fe pl thein diſplayed in 

2 Memoria e by ſeveral and eminent. Divines of. 
urc , at the — — nod of Hort. (See Ada Synod. 


Doraqrech. Fog 11 Pige 246. of the Eultion, publiſhed” in a 
ſingle Quaits' Vôlume ) Thoſe, who have H Opportunity of con- 
ſulting op tt ri that veperable Aſſemblyg I would teſer to the 
Wg $5309 fatigable 6,904 1 PACKS oh N. c. L. thoſe of 


200 Ae pine Wit 
Oecon. Lib. III. Cap. xiii. 
I. The cateft and ſalleſt V Wee —_ amen to 
We mist u. *. i 
Wake 1 32 £45 5 e een gee 
MG Goſpel, and contained in two Otavo Volumes; the united IIa. 


bours of nine modern Divines ; moſt of whom, are well known to the 
World by their ether evangelical and-ufefal Writings. . In thoſe Lec- 


tures, the. 1 erance of the Saints, is ve ſtated; 
and, to 25. org ere x heath alt, moſt far ond, Ne Ar- 


ments, uſually urged againſt it, impa idered ; and 
3 but ECL all due Biker we Jud gment of 3 
unanſyerably nfuted 


And here (not to fwell* this vote any Father Tf all only K 
that the judicious Hooker: (an Authority, perhaps, as * 
une xceptionable as any chat can well be Fa gives. a ſol At- 
teſt ation to this Tenet, 2 ma ſhort Diſcourſe on theP Ferperuity 1882 
r to his ee Lale Fol. Edits... . 
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And yet, whole Legions of formidable Ede es, are in 


a Confederaty to compaſs his Ruin, The urid lays 
unnumbered Snares for his Feet: the Devi}; is inceſſant- 
ly urging the Siege, by a Multitude of fiery Darts, or 
wily Temptations: the 'Flefb, like a perficibus mmate, 
under Colour of Friendſhip, and 4 eh Pretence of 
Pleaſure, is always forward to betray his Integrity. 


But, amidſt all theſe threatening Circumſtances, of per- 


ſonal Weakneſs; and imminent Danger, an inviſible 
Aid is his Defence. *I will uphold thee, ſays the Heſſed 
« Gop, with the Right Han of my Righteouftieſs *." 
Comfortable Truth! The Arm, which fixes'the Stars in 
their Orders, and guides the Planets in their *Coutſe, 

is ſtretched out to preſerve the Heirs of Salvation. 

«— My Sheep, adds the great Redeemer, are nine: 
and they fhall never periſh ; neither hall any pluck thew 
te out of my Hand 4.” What Words are theſe! And 
did they come from Hiu, who hath all Power in Heaven, 
and on Earth? And were they ſpoke to the welktſt che | 
Flock; to every unfeigned-Follower of the great Shep- 
herd? Then, Omnipotence itſelf muſt be..vanquiſhed 3 
before; they can be defiroyed,”" either by the Seductions of 
F raud, or the Affaults of Violence: 

Ir you aſk therefore, What N de Have, of en- 
during to the End, and continuing faithful unto Death? 
— The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the Heavens," and ſet- 
tles the Ordinances of the Univerſe.” Can bee be 
thrown into Confuſion ? Then, may the true Believer 
draw back unto Perdition. Can the Sun be diſlodged 
from his Sphere, and ruſh lawleſly through the Sky? 
Then, and then only, can the Faith of Gop's Elect 5 be. 
finally overthrown, —Be of good Courage then, my Soul; 


* Ta. xli. 10. + Jahn x. 28, 1 Jer. xxxi. 35, 36. 
5 Tit. i. 2. = 


rely 
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rely on thoſe Divine, :Suggours, which late fa ſolemnly 
ſtipvlated, 1(o. faithfully, promiſed. . Though thy Grace 
be — theglimmering Spark 1 zhough the Over- 
A Corruption. threaretcit with tqtal Extinction; 
, finge the great J wag Ar has. undertaken to cherith 
= dim Principle, , many, Waters qagnot quench it, 
er all che Flogds drown. it,“ Nay, though it were 
feeble: gs the Smeaking Flax '*, Goodneſs and Faithful. 
neſs tad engaged, v augment. the Hęat; to raiſe the 
Fire, and feed the. Flames dil een ſorch, à Lamp of 
immartal Glory, in the Heavens. 

As to the Faithfulngſ of a — Gopz this 
may be;emblematically ſeen, in, the Stability af the hea- 


venly Bodies, and the Perpetyity of their Motions f.— 


Thoſe that are fixed ar Sationary, continue unakerable. 
dae gran eee No n eas no 


Lag 
if; . on Faithfulp of Gq p19, kin Pengle gre geh 
piqured by the Prophet Iaiab, Chap. xlüi. Ver, 3. Which Paſlage, 
becauſe of its rich Conſolation, ar day's) Beauty, is deſervedly 
adpptet by St. Matthew, and ingrafted into the Syſtem of evangelical 
Truths; aiif ot himſelf l, nor ſuffer io be broken by any 
other; the Broth: Ree#; mor quench the fei Flax, Was polible, 
to have choſen two more delicate, and expreflive Repreſentations — 
Could.any Image, be more  ignificayt a very infirm, and enfeebled 
Faith ; than the flexile Reed, that bends | bettre every Wind? Which, 
befides its natural Weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being 
mw and ſa, is ready to fall in Pieces of itſelf. —Or could; any 
5 5 more pathetical Rxactneſa, deſcribe the extreme Imbe- 

7 


t other Principle of the Divine Life, Love! The State of 
the Flax;/juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaſt 
Blaſt: more liable ſtill, is the Wit of the Lamp, when it is not ſo 
much as kindled into a en g Flame, but only breathing Smole, 
and uncertain whether it ſhall take Fire, or no Vet true Faith, and 
heaventy Ee though ſubſiſting amidft ſuch pitiable Infirmities, will 


not be abandoned by their great Author; ' ſhall nat be extinguiſhed by 
any Temptations; but be maintained, invigorated, and made finally 


triumphant. Matt. X11. 20. 
8 + Pal. exix. 89, 90 
Violence 
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Violence of; confliting Rlemtnts; atè able ww diſplace 
thoſe everlaſting Hingts, on wich dependent Worlds 
revolve. .- Through the whole Flight of Time, they re- 
cede not, ſo much as a-Hair's Breadth, rot the pre- 
ciſe central Point of their teſpective Syſtemi While 
the Erratie or Planetary; perform the ir prodigious Stages, 
without: any Jatermiſſion, or the leaſt Embatrallineric; 
How ſoon; and how eaſly, is the moſt finiſhed Piece 
of human Machinery diſcoucerted ! But all:the-ecteſtial 
Movements; are ſo nicely adjuſted ; all their Operutions, 
ſo critically: proportioned ; and their mutual Dependen- 
cies, ſo ſtrongly oonnected; that they prolong their be 
neficial Courſes, throughout all Ages. While mighty 


Cities are overwhelmed with Ruin, and theit-very Names 


loſt in Oblivion: While vaſt Empires are ſwept from their 
Foundations, and leave not ſo much as a ſhadowy Trace 
of their ancient Magnificence; While allterreftrial Things 
are ſubject to Viciſſitude, and fluctuating in Uncertainty: = 
Thefe ate permanent in theit Duration. Theſe are inva- 

riable in their Functions. Not one faileth. Who 
doubts the conſtant Sueceſſion, of Day and Night; or 
the regular Returns, of Summer and Winter? And 
why, O! why ſhall we doubt the Veracity of God, or 
diſtruſt the Accompliſbment of his holy Word? Can tlie 
Ordinances of Heaven depart? Then only can Gop 
forget to be gracious; or neglect the Performance of 
his Promiſe.Nay, our Lon gives us yet firmer 
Ground bf Affiance. He affords us a ſurer Bottom for 
our Faith, than the Fundamental Laws of the Univerſe. 
Heaven and Earth, he ſays, ſhall paſs away; but my 
Words pball not, in à ſingle Inſtance, or in one Tittle of 
their Import, *pa/s 2way. No: his ſacred Word, what- 
ever may obſtruct it; whoever may oppoſe it; ſhall be 
fulfilled to the very uttermoſt. | 


O yow- 


. 
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.- Oiphwzrrot World How aſtoniſhing is its Efficacy! 
When this Word was iſſued forth, a thouſand Worlds 
emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty - Orders 
de repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into Exiſ- 
tence. By: this Word, the vaſt: Syſtem of created 
Things is upheld; in conſtant and immutable Perfection. 
Should it give command, or ceaſe to exert its Energy; 
the uniyerſal Frame would be diſſolved, and all Nature 
revert to her original Chaos. And this very Word is 
pledged: ſor the Safety, the Comfort, the Huppineſs of 
the Godly. This inviolable; this Almighty Word, ſpeaks 
in all the Promiſes of the Gofpel.—How- ftrangely in- 
fatuated are our Souls, that we ſhould value it ſo little? 
What Infidels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend 
upon it no more! Did it create, whatever has a Being; 
and ſhall it not ork Faith, in our Breaſts? Do unnum- 


bered Worlds, owe their Support to this Word ; and 


ſhall it not be fufficient, to buoy up our Souls in Trou- 
bles, or eſtabliſh them in Trials? Is it the Life of the 
Univerſe, and ſhall it be a d Letter to Mankind? 

Ir I wiſh to be heard, when I implore heavenly Bleſ- 
ſings; is not this Privilege moſt clearly made over to 
my Enjoyment, in that well-known Text; “ aſk, and 
ce jt ſhall be given you“? If I long for the Eternal 
Comforter,” to dwell in my Heart, and ſanctify my Na- 
ture; have I not an apparent Title to this high Prero- 
gative, conferred in that ſweet aſſertive Interrogation j 
« How much more ſhall your heavenly Father, give 
« the Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him 4?” If I car- 
neſtly covet the ineſtimable Treaſures, that are com- 
priſed in the great IMManuzL's Mediation; can I have 
a firmer Claim to the noble Portion, than is granted 
in chat moſt precious e « Him that cometh 


* Matt. vii. 7. | + Luke ﬆ. 3. 
c«c to 
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ce to Me, I vill in no · wiſe caſt out: ? What Aſſu⸗ 
rance, of being imereſted in theſe unſpeakable Mercies, 
would I deſire? What Form of Conveyante:z; what Deead 
of Settlement ; were it left to my en Option, ſhonld 
Fchooſe? Here is te Word!of: à King; the King ig 
moftal and inviſible; all whaſe Declarations q are Lruth 
itſelf If a Monarch beſtows Immunitirs on Bedy-of 
Men, and confirms them by an authentio Charter no 
one controverts, no one queſtions, their Right to the 
Royal Favours. And why ſhould we ſuſpect the V- 
lidity of thoſe glorious Grants, which are made by 
the everlaſting Sovereign of Nature; which He has alſo 
ratified by an Qath, and ſealed wich te Blood of his 
Son ?—Corporations may be disfranchiſed, and Char: 
ters revoked. Even Mountains may be removed, and 
Stars drop from their Spheres. But a Tenure, founded 
on the Divine ee is nene is laſting, 
as Eternity itſelf. „%, Alete 


Wr have endeavoured to spell 2 SyNable of the eternal 
Name, in the ancient Manuſcript” of the Sky. We 
have catched à Glymp/e of the Aimighry's Glory, from 
the Luſtre of innumerable Stars. But, would we be- 
hold all his Excellencies, pourtrayed in ful! Perfection; 
and drawn to the very Life; let us attentively conſider 
the ReDxEMER. —1 ebleive, there-are ſome Parts of the 
Firmament, in which the Stars ſeem, as it were, to 
cluſter. They are ſown thicker, they lie cloſer, than 
uſual; and ſtrike the Eye with redoubled Splendor. 
Like the Jewels on'a Crown, they mingle their Beams ; 
and reflect an Increaſe of N on each other. — 


. 1 


If theſe fail, 
The pillar'd Firmament is Rottenneſs, | 
And Earth's Baſe built on Stubble. Mir r. Comus. 
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s/there not ſueh ah Adlemblage, ſuch 4 Conſtellaſion of 
the "Divine Honours, nen eve. = in die 
bleſſed Jus? reo Ne ene een! | 
Dos not infinite mb ſhine, with 
Brighmek, in Sunter? To the Making of a World 
thete Semed —— Bars; If che Rebel 


is" ſuſfered to eſcape; where is the 'inflexible Fuftice, 
which denounces * Death as the Wages of Sin b If 


the Offender is thoroughly pardoned; 
witlable Veracity, which has folemily declared, © The 
tt Soul that ſinneth, ſhall die? Theſe awful Attributes 
are ſet in terrible Array; and, like an impenetrable 
Bartalion, oppoſe the Salvation of apoſtate Mankind, 
Who can ſuggeſt a Method to ache the traiterous 
Race; yet vindicate the Honours of Almighty Sove- 
reignty ? This is an Intricacy, which, the moſt exalted 
finite Intelligences, are unable to clear.— But, behold 
the unſearchable Secret revealed! revealed, in the won- 
derful Redemption, accompliſhed by a dying Saviour ! 
So -plainly revealed, that“ He who runs may read; 
and even Babes underſtand, what Minds of the deepeſt 
Penetration could not contrive.— The Son of Goo, 
taking our Nature, obeys the Law, and undergoes 
Death, in our Stead... By this means, the threatened 
Curſe is executed, in all its Rigour ; and free Grace is 
exerciſed, in all its Riches, Juſtice maintains her 
Rights, and, with a ſteady Hand, adminiſters impar- 
tial Vengeance; while Mercy diſpenſes her Pardons, 
and welcomes the repentant Criminal into the ten- 
dereſt Embraces. Hereby, the ſeemingly thwarting At- 
tributes are reconciled. The Sinner is ſaved, not only in 
full 9 with the Honour of the ſupreme Per- 


| * See the next Note. 
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Meeteke £5, W tites were e and | 
1990 ions i a ROD renewed,, but cc 
10 905 OY: 1115 and made Partakers of a Di- 
Wilen of loſt Creatures are 
alt ed, 5 by 1 1 of Grace, like: Brands 
fromthe 5 d, tra 78 into everlaſting, Man- 
ſions, thine due Fam the Stars, ſhine bright as the 
Sus, in the 2 of their Father. 


Word you then ſee an incomparably more bright | 


Dipplay of che Divine Factillence, dan the e 


„e the e 60d, ae 100i. 
24.—77 the Intent thit now unto the Principabities au Powerd in be- 
vent Places, might be known by the Church (by che . Contri> 
vance, and Accompliſhment of its Redemption) che deep, expenſive, 
and — greatly di werfified Wiſdom of GOD. Eph. i 1. 10. 
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Firmament, the Spangles of Heaven, or, the golden 
Fountain of Day exhibit? Contemplate Jzsvs of Ne. 
zaretb. He is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and 
che expreſs Image of his Perſon. In his immaculate 
Nature; in his heavenly Tempers; in his moſt holy 
Life; che moral Fein of the Deity are repreſented, 
to the higheſt Advantage *.—Hark ! how Mercy, with 
her charming Voice, ſpeaks, in all He, utters. See 
how Benevolence pours her choiceſt Stores, inal He does, 
Did ever Compaſſion look ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe pi- 
tying Tears; which ſwelled his Eyes, and trickled down 
his Cheeks, to bedew the Rancour of his inveterate 
Enemies Was it poſſible for Patience to aſſume a 
Form ſo loyely; as Jac fweetly-winning Conduct, which 
bore the Contradicton of Sinners? Which intreated 
the Obſtinate, to be reconciled; beſought the Guilty, 
not to die In other Things, we may find. ſome ſcat- 
tered Rays of JzHovan's Glory ;, but in Cuntsr they 
are all collected and united. In Cut, they beam 
forth, with the ſtrongeſt Radiance, with the moſt de- 
Veheful Effulgence. Out of Sion, and in Sion's great Re- 
deemer, bab GO D appeared in perfelt Beauty. 


Sramc then, my Soul, above all other Purfuits, 


fearch the Records of redeeming Love. Let theſe be 


the principat Odject of thy Study, Here employ thy- 


ſelf, with the oſt unwearied Affduity.— In theſe are 
322 all ou 7 coke: th of Caſs and e . Such 
W ou; ; 


* Tn this Senſe, that CO of our Loks 1 is eminently true. "th 
.that hath ſten ME, hath feen « FATHER. John iv. 9. 


+ Colef. ii. 3. Not a mean Degree, but a Treafure; not one Trea- 


ſure, but mam; not many only, but all Treafures, of true Wiſdom, 
and ſaving Knowledge ; are in Cnxrsm, and his glorious Goſpel. — 
- The'tranſcendent Excellency. of thoſe Treaſures ſeems to be finely inti- 
mated, in that other TIO OR hids (which may be ww 
. n 
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THE "STAKRY HEAVENS) —=— 35 


Alen 8 charms and aſtoniſhes the very Angels: 
Engages their cloſeſt Attention} and fills them with the 


deepeſt Adoration . Such Knozoledge ; as qualifies. the 


Poſſeſſot i ii not for Odices of Dignity on Earth yet for 
the moſt hondurable Advancements in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Diſunited from which Knowledge; all Appli- 
cation; is hut elaborate Impertinence; and all Science, 
no better than pompous Ignorance.— Theſe Records 
contain the faultleſ Model of Duty, and the nobleſt 
Motives to Obedience. Nothing ſo powerful, to ”=_ 
a lively Faith, and a Joyful Hope; as an attentive Con- 
ſideration of our Lozp's unutterable Merits, . N 

ſo ſovereign, to antidote the peſtilential Influence. of the 
World, and dehyer our Affections from a Slavery to ig- 
noble Objects; as an habirual Remembrance of his ex- 
treme Agonies. The genuine, the ever-fruitful Source 
of all Merlin, is the unſeigned Love of Cuinur; and 


e 505. K 0 K w ene 
the greateſt Safety, Not left at all Adventures, to be ſtum- 
Nel e brr every giddy Wanderer; or to fall intd the Arms of the 
yawning Siu z but, like Jewels of the brighteſt Luſtre, or Riches 
n kept N to adorn' m the diligent 


This, 1 believe , dee, of the Apoltte's Language, though 
it is not a ranſlation of t a wude al, Sapa Was, 
1 Pet, . 124 * had ſuch & lively Apprebenfion of the beautiful 
ignification of the laſt Word, as when I have attended a Diſſection of 
ſome Part of the animal Body. Tri order to diſcern the Mizurie of the 
admirable Frame ; che latent Wonders of Art and Mechaniſm ; the 
Eye is fo ſharpened, and its Application ſo inten/ely bended, as gives « 
very juſt experitzental Comment on that expreſſive Phtaſe waya 

With ſuch OY Attention, is the everlaſting Goſpel contemplated, 
by the Angelic Orders ! How much more, if it were poſſible, des it 
deſerve the devoiit and inceſſant Confideration of human Minds? Since 
by them, it is not only to be ſpeculated, as a bright and raviſhing Di- 
play of the Divine Attributes; but td be a totheir fallen Nature, 
; a3 the ſure and only 


Mead of cant Lie and ae 
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the Croſs, the Cu css, is the appointed / Aar Hm 
which ve may ferch a Colt, to inkitulle dis Herd 


Fire. 2 io 333495) 
- BEHOLD, . the Mae? the amaichleKani 
ſtupendous Man; whoſe Practice was à Pattorii of the 
moſt exalted Virtue, and his Perſon che Mirror of every 
Divine Perfection. Examine the Memoirs of his hea- 
venly Temper, and exertiplarty Converſation:- Contem- 
plate that Choir of Graces,” which were aſſociated i in his 
Mind, and ſhed the higheſt Luſtre on all hig Actions. 
Familiarize to oy Thou bes his inſtructive Diſchurſes, 
and enter into Ii of his + hs Wer LO 
That the Graces os be Ss nsfufed into 
the Doctrines tranſeribed in'thy Life. 5 ins "Prin to 
. $ horrid Eminence ; to Caloary's fatal Cataltro- 
Where Innocence, Dignity, and Merit; wete 
2 through Safferings : each ſhiing, with all 
Splendor, through the tragical Scene; ſomewhat ike 
his" own radiant Boy. then glowing "with" "the, reateft 
Beauty, when appearing on. the. darkeſt Cloud. —;Be thy 
moſt conſtant Attention fixed, on that lovely and ſor- 
rowful Spectacke? Behold the ſpotleſs Victim, fafled tu 
the Tree, and ſtabbed to the Heart. Hear Him Pour- 
ing 6ur Prayers; for his Murdeters 7 before” He pou 
out his, Sgul, for Tranſgreſſors. "Sec the Wounds, tha 
{cam with ;Forgiveachs, and Hired Balm for a diſtem- 
pered World. Ol. ſee the. Juſtice of the Almighty and 
his Goodneſs; his Merey and his Vengeance; eyery tre- 
mendous and F Apts ma d; ; manifeſted 


* tra U 3 LORD, ee 0 fromthe end nat 
tended on the Croſs, v A all Men unto me : will give ſuch a rich 
and tranſcendent Diſplay of ay Love, as ſhall oonſtitate the moſt pos 
r * 47 20 v 
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grapdeſt,. ene e ai ic! 
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-£Y velloys 
"railing the — Ti Thojfnd wo, 
alc: To Tellus; He: rgſinles abode them: all, ö 27 
In Glory's unapproachable orgs ; Ty 29m #7 


hay n We forhear Haftenin Ehing, with 2 bowing Our- 
felreß to he Earth, 5 worthipping. 
WO! what an bi le, as well a as adh Intigeous Em- 
ploy, is Prayer! — Advantageous.” By Prayer, We cuts 
tiyate that improving Correſpondence with JEHO- 
VAH, We carry on that gladdening Intercourſe with 
his SPIRTF, which muſt begin Here, in order to be 
completed in Eternity. ee By Prayer, we 
have Access to that mighty Potentate; whoſe Sceptre 
fways Univerſal? Nature, and whoſe rick  Regalia All the 
Skies Vith Luſtre. Prayer, places us in his Preſence 
Chamber; while * the Blood of SprinKling,” procures 
us a gracious Audience. 

Suat 1 chen Buſh to be found proſtrate, befote the 
Throne of Grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have it known; 
that 1 offer up ſocial Supplications i in the Family, of am 


* F 3 this' ubtation, and ſeveral valuable Hints, I ack nowledge my- 
felf indebted tb thoſe beautiful and fublime Poems, intituled Ng - 
Thoughts, —Of which I ſhall only ſay, That I receive freſh Pleaſure, 


| andrricher Improvement, from every renewed Peruſal. And, I think, 


I ſhall have Reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower of all Wiſdom, for 
thoſe inſtructive arid animatiug Compoſitions, even in my laſt ru 
Than which, nothing can more enipharically ſpeak their ſuperior Excel- 
lence, for give a more ſolid Satisfation to their worthy , Author. 
Happy ſhould E think myſelf, if theſe little Sketches of contemplatiys 
Desde, might be hon vred wich the moſt inftrior Degree of the 
fame Succeſs. Might receive a 'Teſtimony, not from the Voice of 


Ou but from the dying Lips of ſome edified Chriſtian, 
Aa 3 oonſei . 


4 


3 COoNTewerartions' ON 
conſcientious in obſerving my private Retremem ? Ra. 


ther, let me glory in this unſpeakable Privilege 
me reckon it the a Poſture, to fall Sai. 
befote his Footſtool ; and the bighef Honour . 
Communion with his moſt — Majeſty.—Incomps. 
rably. more noble, than to fit, — — 
phal Chariot; or to ant, in Eig. mm ta 5g 
of Worthies. 4 N * 
Mosr ineſtimable, in fuch a View, is Aera 
which ſo often occurs in the prop heric hetic Wri 
the crowning Benefit of the new a 1: Bb I will Lech 
God *.—Will this. ſupremely excellent, and Almighty 
Being,  vouchſafe to be ay Portion? To ſettle upon a 
ba Sinner, not the Heritage of a Count) j not the 
oſſeſſion of the whole Earth ; but his cn ever · bleſſed 
+ AE May I then, through his free condeſcending Grace, 
and the unknown Merits of his Son, look upon all theſe 
infinitely noble Attributes as my Treaſure ? May I re- 
gard the Wiſdom, which ſuperintends ſuch a Multitude 
of Worlds, 48 1. Guide ; the Power, which produced, 
and preſerves them in Exiſtence, as my Guard; the 


Kos 


Goodneſs, which, * an endleſs Communication of Fa- 


vours, renders them all ſo many Habitations of Happi- 
neſs, as my exceeding great Reward What a Fund of 
Felicity, is SOT; in ſuch a Bleſſing? How often does 
the Jſraelitiſþ Prince exult in the Aſſurance, that this 
unutterable and boundleſs Good is his own & Intereſted 
in this, he bids Defiance to every Evil, that-can be 
dreaded; and reſts in certain Expectation of every Bleſ- 
ſing, that can be deſired. * The LORD is my Light, 
vnd my Salvation; whom then ſpall 1 fear ? The. LORD, 
with an Air of Exultation, he repeats both his Affiance, 
and his 9 ; ' the W of my Life; of whim 
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then e T be afraid *'7" Nothing ſo effeRual, as this ap- 
propriating Faith, to inſpire a Dignity! of Mind, ſupe- 
nor to tranßtory Trifles ;; or to create a Calmneſs of 1 
Temper, unalarmed by vulgar” Fears, unappalled by 
Death irſelf, 15 LORD is my Shepherd, ſays the ſame 

truly gallant-and heroic” Perſonage : therefore Jhall T lack 
3 : "How is it potfible, "He ſhould fuffer Want, 
who has the All-ſufficient Fulneſs for his S upply ? 80 
long as unerring Wiſdom is capable of contriving the 
Means; ſo long as uncontroulable Power is able to exe- 
cute them; ſuch a One cannot fail of being "ſafe and 
happy; whether he continue amidſt the Vicifſitades of 
Time, or depart into the able Eternity. 
Hens, let us ſtand a Moment, and humbly contem- 
plate this great Gon, together with ourſelves, in a rela- 
tive View. If we reflect on the Works of material Na- 
ture, their Number incomprehenſible, and their Extent 
unmeaſurable: each of them apart, ſo admirably framed; 
the Connections of the Whole, ſo exquiſitely regulated; 
and all derived, from one and the ſame glorious Agent. 
—If we recollect the far more noble Accompliſhments | 
of elegant Taſte, and diſcerning Judgment; of refined 
Affections, and exalted Sentiments; which are to be 
found, among the ſeveral Orders of intelligent Exiſtence : 
and all of chem flowing, in rich Sears nfl from the 
one ſole Fountain of intellectual Light.—If we farther 
conſider this Author of material Beauty, and moral Ex- 
cellency, as 3 Guardian, à Governor, and Benefaor to 
all his Creatures: the whole Syſtem, and pro- 
tecting each Individual, by an 1 Providence: 
preſiding over the minuteſt Affairs, and cauſing all 
Events to terminate in the moſt extenſive Good; heap- 
ing, vith unn mitte d Liberality, his Benefits upon every | 


| # Plal. xxx. i. + Paal. xxiil. 1. 
Aa 4 


capable 


\ 


E —T beg Leave, fo 
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capable Ohject, and making ther Circuit, of the Univerſe 
a Seminary of Happineſs.-Is. it poflible for the human 
Heart, under ſuch captivating Views, to. be. indiffgreat 


towards this moſt benign, maſt bountiful: Original of 


Being and of Bliſs ? Can any be ſo immerſed in Stupi- 


OF as. torfay, unto: the Almighty—in. the of 


of both. expreſs; thein Aſtoniſhment, at this, — 


plication: of dilingenuous, ungrarefül, 
88 8 


Ii ue Canäider jour ali, andvinpaſer Stam; Gn 


our Bodies ; enfeebled: in our Minds n in every Part of, 
our Conſtitution, and in all the r ob al, 
like à tottrring Wall or a broken; Hedge. — 
ſurvey, our indigent, and-infirm-Stare.; without Free ; 
without ſpiritual —.— gur. Roſſeſſion of preſent 
Conveniencies, intirel/ dependent on Gob's ſovereign 
Pleaſure; yea, forfeited, juſtly ſorfeited, with every fu- 
ture Hape, by a thouſund aggrayated. Iniquities.—iſ we 
2 the various; Diſaſtens of our Condition; agitated as 
by tumultuous Paſhons ; oppreſſed with diſpirit- 
ng: Ry e W e 
13 * | 
ons hs ra ee 'of the New 
Tetamanty ar 85 ſufficzently. e that, * man chat 


benevolent eren d by our Lok: eitel d 25. 
or 3. of the x 1 Reeder to obſerve; 


That our tion, though for the woft hart fick w and excellent, 

has here miſrepreſented our Divine 1 Take ne Thought” 
fox your Food, T5 n for, your; b 2 — not 
only not the true ſe, but the very Reverſe of EUN 

trine. Wie are required to take a prudent and moderate 2 for 
the Neceſſaries of Life. The Sluggard, who neglects this decent Pre- 


7 


$137 &" 


ous. Lemper, and licentious Life, - to lay? 
0 ny fram;Us;, we implore. nat. thy Favour; nor 
« deſine the Knowledge of bay: Ways,” — Wonder, O 
Heavens! be amazed O Earth! and, let the Inhabitants, 
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Cares :, hable,to, Hains, and/expoſed to Troubles; Trou-. 
bis from very (aner; Treubles of every Kind,—Can 


ve, amidſt ſo many Wantz, under ſuch, deplorable; In- 


fir mitirs, and fubject. to ſuch diſaſtrous Accident can 
we, be; unconcgtned, whether Gon's omnipotent, irre- 
ſutible, 'all-condutting, Hand be; againſt. Us, or for Us? 
Imagination itſelf at the Thought I Can we 
reſt. ſatiaſied, without hs kts. Perfuaſian, that 
we are. reconciled to this ſupreme Lorp, and the Objects 
of this W. eee be an aban- 
doned Wretch, whoſe: Apprehenſſons are fo. fatally blind- 
ed; who is ſo utterly loſt to all Senſe of his Duty, and 

of. his Intereſt; let me bewail. his Mſery, while I abhor 
his Impiety. Bewail his Miſery ; though Popularity, 
with her. choiceſt Laurels, adorn his Brow; though Af- 

fluence, with. ker richeſt, Delicacies, load his. Table; 

though: half. a. Nation, or half a. World, coor to call. 
him bag. ar 

May I. by a believing Application, OW myſelf in. 
this, everlaſting Source of Love, Perfection, and. Joy! 
Grant me this Requeſt, and I a{k no more.—Only, that 

I. may expect, not with a reluctant Anxiety, but with a. 

ready Chearkulne6, the Arrival of that important Hour; 
or this Veil of Fleſh. ſhall drop, and the Shadows of 
Mortality-flee awuy. When. I ſhall no longer complain 

of obſeureKnowledge ; languid: Affections; and. —— 

Eruition but ſhall ſee the uncreated and immortal Ma 
Jelty.. n 


Th Dee e Luk. 
mals, to bluſh for "his F 7-4 and learn Diſcretion from her Conduct, 
Prey. vi. 6. Our Saviour's Precept, and the exact Senſe of his Ex- 
preſſion, is, Take no. axious Thought; indulge no perplexing Care. 


No ſuch Care, as may argue an unreaſonable D;#ryf of Providence; 


2 W with pernicious So- 
| 84 
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thod, of reaſoning from his Works ; but with the moſt” 
xr and direct Intuition of the Mind- When I hall 
love Him, not with à cold and contracted Spirit; but 
with the moſt lively and inlarged Emotions of Gratitude, : 
—When'T ſhall inceſſantly oy the- Light of his Coun-' 
tenance; and be united, inſeparably united to his all- 
glorious Gopnzap.—Take, ye Ambitious,” unenvied 
and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves the Toys of State. 
May I be enabled to rcyeice in this bleſſed Hope; and to 
triumph in that amiable, that adorable, that Gelightful 
Name, the Loxp my Gop! And I ſha ſcarce beſtow 
a Though, on the ſplendid Pageantry of the World, 
unleſs it be to deſpiſe its unf Temp, ad to pity its de. 
laded Admirers. * 

| Art theſe Bodies, though immenſe i in their Size, and 
almoſt infinite in their Multitude, are obedient to the Di- 
vine Command. The Gop of Wiſdom: © telleth their 
« Numbers,” and is intimately acquainted with their 
various Properties. The Gop of Power calleth them 
ce all by their Names, and aſſigns them whatſdever 
Office He pleaſes.— He marſhals all the ſtarry Legions, 
with infinitely greater Eaſe, and nicer Order; than the 
moſt expert General, arranges his diſciplined Troops. 
He appoints their Poſts; he marks their Route; he fixes 
the Time for their Return. The Poſts, which he ap- 
points, they occupy, without fail. In the Route, which 
he ſettles, they perſevere, without the leaſt Deviation. 
And to the Inſtant “, which he fixes far their Return, 
they are preciſely punctuul. He has given them a Law, 
which, through a | long e of Ages, | ſhall not de 


„The Planets, and all the . Hoſt of heavenl 1 85 „Bodies, 
«« perform their Courſes and Revolutions, with ſo much Certainty 
« and Exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for almoſt 6000 Vears, 
come conſtantly about to the ſame Period, in the hundredth Part of 


* Minute,” Sracknousz' Hift. Bible, 
broken; 


THE $TARRY HEAVENS. »F 


broken ; unleſs his ſovereign Will interpoſes, for its Ro- 
peal. Then indeed, the Motion of the celeſtial Orbs is 
controuled; thelr Action remains ſuſpended ; or their 
Influence receives a new Direction — The Sun, at his 
Creation, ifſued forth with a Command, to travel per- 
petually through the Heavens. Since which, he has never 


neglected to perſorm the great Circuit ; © rejoicing ax” 


© a Giant to run his Race.“ But, when it is requiſite” 
to accompliſh the Purpoſes of Divine Love, the Orders 


are countermanded ; the flaming Courier remits his Ca- 
reer; fands fill in Gibs e; and, for the Conveniency 
of the choſen People, holds back the falling Day. The 
Moon was diſpatched with a Charge, , never to intermit 
her revolving Courſe, till Day and Night came to an 
End. But when the Children of Providence, are to be 
favoured with an uncommon Continuance of Light, ſhe 
halts in her March; makes a ſolemn Pauſe in the Valley 


of Ajalon-+ ; and delays to bring on her attendant Train 


of owt — Wis the Enemies of the Logp are to 
be diſcomfited, the Stars are levied into the Service z 


the Stars are armed, and take the Field; the Stars, in | 


their I" fought aqui Si hy > Ii 
So 


5 This Qui Olin ee e (at 

ng to the common Notion. With reſpect to the Power which ef- 

ed the Alteration ; it is much the ſame Thing, and alike miracu- 
lous; whether the'Sun or the Earth, be fuppoſed to move. - 


172. . 15, 13-—The Prophet Habakhuk, according to his —4 
Manner, cele brates this Event; and points our, in a very 
tion, the Deſi p of ſo ſurpriſing a Miracle.—The Sun and Morn fre 
Hill in their, on ; In the Light, the long- continued and miracu- 
lous Light, thy Arrows, edged with Deſtruction, walked on their awful 
Errand ; in the clear Shining of the Day, protracted for this very Pur- 


po, th glittering Spear, Bachel | by thy People, but guided by thy 


ſprung to its Prey. Hab. ii. 11. 
1 Fudg. v. 20.—The ſcriptural Phraſe fought a, will, I hope, 
be a proper Warrant for every Expreſion, I have uſed on this Occa- 
ſion. 
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So datifal is material Nature , So obiſequious, in 
her Furm, to her /Creator's, Nleaſure l, The 
Thunders, liſten de his Voice 3 ande the vollied fog 
ningo/ ohſerve the. Direction of his Eye: The flying 
Storm, and impetuous Whirlwind, wear his Yoke, The 
raging Wayes revere- his Nod: they ſhake the Earth; 
they daſh. the Skies; yet, never offer to pals, the Limits, 
which he has: preſcribed. Even the planetary Spheres ; 5 
though: vaſtly larger, than this wide-extended. Earth; 
are; in his Hand, as-Clay in the Hands of the Potter. 
Though, feoifter than the Northern Blaſt, they ſweep the 
ong Tracts of Æther; yet, are they guided by his Reins, 
55 execute whatever He injoins.—All thoſe e 
s of central Fire, which beam through the CRP 
zure; in com riſon of which, an Army of Pla- 
Wo were. like a. warm, of EACH Ir ; thoſe, 
EVEN. thoſe, are conformable to his Will, as the 1 melting. 
Wax to the impreſſed Seal. —Since aff, ALL is ; obedient, 
throughout the Rafe Aſcent of Things, ſhall Man be 
the athy Rebel againſt the Almighty Maker? Shall theſe 
untuly Apperites, rejet His Government, and refliſe their 
Allegiance? Sta theſe headfiring Paſſions, br | dend boſe 


92 
| Gon.—The Paſſage 1s generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that ſome very 
_ dreadful Mzteers, (whit the: Stars were, thought to influence), ſuch.as 
fiorce Flaſhes, of Li tning.; 1mpetuous, Showers of Rain; 5 and rapid, 
Storms of Hail; were employed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy, 
and overthrow the Enemies of Ifael. If ſo, there cannot be à more 
ar N lively, -Paraphraſi e on the Text, than thoſe fine Lines of 2 
4757 — * {Ras Wrath Hall HE harper x for « a, Savord ; and 

the . Wolf Hall fight <v:th him againlf the Ungoily Thee alt the 
ri ght-ai aiming Thunderbolts $2.6 abroad; 5 an om el ouds; ag from a 


ge fu Pall they. Hd be Mark, * And Bail-tongs, full 75 


rath hall be tone Bow ;. aid thi Water « of the r ball 
rd 2 ainſt of them; 7 es (as was the — hn: Wer 82 


crutlly dtn Ibn. Ve 1 1 in 85 Wind fand up ag rainff them 
ns, lie Frm e . 21; e 
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ſrom Divine Reſtraine; and run wild, in in exorbitant gal. 

hes, aſter their own Imaginationsd s 0 EAN 
Ou, Soul, be ſtung with Remorſe, eee 

ed wich Confuſion; at che Thought! IS it not 4 f 

ous Thing, t thar the bleffed Gob old ſway. cle 8 

with the moſt abſblute Auth iy ; over all che. Creatures; 

whith hö Power has formed! Eſpecially  byer thoſe 

Creatures; whom His diſtin Fab aig endued 

with the noble Principle of Reaſbn;, ant trade capable 


ofa blißzful Jomariality 2 Sure, if all de (Banks of 
inanimate Exiſtence, conform to their Maker's Deoree, 
py the Neceſſity of their Nature; this more excellent 
Race of Beings, ſhould pay their equal Homage, by 
the. toilling, Compliance of their Affections Come 
then, all ye Faculties of my Aind; come, al ye Powers 
ofimy Bea); give up yourſelves; without a Mament's 
Delay; without the leaſt 'Reſervo, to his>Govirnance. 
Stand, Rke dutiſul Servants; at his: Pootftoohz in an 
everlaſting” Wuerde r paper tornty ires: to 


C12 120 : 111 Jer 3 105 e I 92780 


h Argument. date Wage ben n eee But 
$ and ür ing. Nor can 1 think! myſelf: qbliged, in ſuch n 
Mr — where 9 ee Sway 3 0 TC 
N on 61s in the | { 
too Penh of Anal TAL Fact and th Aafarance, 

it Teems fufficiant'fof my Purpoſe; though the -DeduRionſhobld not 

be neceſſary, nor the Proceſs ſtrictly 9 One of the Jpoftolic 
Fathers, and ſu e Para h, which runs in 
this obs M n 77 Xwpob, aaa rar da Jo 5 
cresrel g; e 8 
dees. The, Sun, the Moon, and thi flarry Choir, auithout-1bt lic Be- 
2 and with the urmqſt Harmony, perform. the Revalutions. appointed 
poo Ao eme Decree. Prom which Remark, and Abundance of 
riſtances, obſervable in the Ozconomy of Nature; he ex- 


horts Chriſtians, to a cordial Unaninticy among themſelves, and a duti- 


Obedience to Go p. Vid Cle. Nenaen. I Ep. ad Corinth, Sect, 20. 
a alſo a beautiful Ode in Dr. i rh s Lyric Poems, intituled | The 


Compariſon andComplaint, which turns this very Thotgh 
Fa be 
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ze whatſoever He appoints: To further with limited 
Efforts, the Purpoſes of his Glory in this earthly Scene: 
or elſe co ſeparate, without Reluctance, at his Summons; 

dhe art, to ſleep in the ſilent Duſt ; the atber, to advance 
his. Honour, in ſome remoter Colony of his 
— Thus, may 1 join. with all the Works. of the Lonp, 
in all the Places of his Dominion, to e his uni- 
verſal Se and proclaim H im eden of 
Souls, as y well as ler of Worlds. 


Ar my AE coming abroad, a theſe Luminaries 
were elf, "by the overpowering Luſtre of the Sun. 
They were all plated in the very ſatne Stations ald 

yed the ſame ſprightly' Beams; yet, not one of them 
was den. As the Daylight wore away, and the fober 
Shades advanced; Heſperus, who leads the ſtarry Train, 
diſeloſecd his radiant Forchead, and entched my Eye. 
While I ſtood gazing on his bright and beautiful Aſpect, 
ſeveral of his Attendants peeped through the blue Cur- 
taina. Scarea had I turned to obſerve cheſe freſn Emo- 
nations of Splendor; but others dropt the Veil: others 
ſtole intu View. When 1o! faſter and more _— 


Multitudes fprung from Obſcurity; they poured, in 
ſhining Troops, and in ſweet Confuſion, over all the 


empyrean Plain. Till the Firmament ſeemed, like one 
| vail Cantiellations and a Flood of Glory burſt from 
all the Skies. 


Is not ſuch the Riſe, and ſuch . 
Converſion, in the prejudiced Infidel, or-inattentive Sin- 
ner? During the Period of his vainer Years, a Thou- 
ſand intereſting Truths, lay utterly undiſcovered; a Thou- 
ſand momentous Concerns, were intirely diſregarded. 
But, when divine Grace diſſipates the deluſive Glitter, 
which dazzled his Underſtanding, and beguiled his At- 
fections; then, he begins to diſcern, dinly to * 


i SGen 9133-51317 


we. 
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the Things which belong unto his Peace,» Some Admo- 
nition of Scri darts Conviction into his Soul; as 
the Glimmering of-a Star, pierces the Gloom of Night. 
— Then, perhaps, another awful, or chearing Text, im- 

prefles Terror, or diffuſes Comfort. A Threatening alarms 
his; Fears, or a; Promiſe awakens his Hopes. This, poſ- 
ably, i is ſucceeded by ſome Mlictivs Diſpenſation of Pro- 
vidence ; and improved by ſome edifying and-infrufive 
Conyerſation. All which is eſtabliſhed, as to its Conti- 
nuance ; and inlarged, as to its Influence; by a diligent 


Study of the ſacred r + IR 


continually pour their Evidence. Delight, dreſs 
exalted, but hitherto: unknown Him 


with their Attractives. New 22 take Wing 
Purſuits are ſet on foot. A new Turn of — 
Temper; a new Mabit of Converſation regulates his Life. 
In a Word; eld Things: are paſſed away ; and al Things 
become new. He, who was ſometime 1 is now 
Light, and Life, and Joy in the Lond. . 


Tu more attentively I view the cryſtal Cake! the 
more fully I diſcern''the Richneſs of its Decorations. 
Abundance of minuter Lights, which lay concealed from 
a ſuperficial Notice, ate viſible on a cloſer Examination. 
Efpecially in thoſe Tracts of the Sky, which are called 
the Galaxy; and are diſtinguiſhable, by a fort of milky 
Path. There, the Stars are crouded, rather than diſſe- 
minated. The Region ſeems to be all on a Blaze, with 
their blended Rays. Beſides this vaſt Profuſion, which 


in. my preſent Situation the Eye diſcovers; was I to 


make my Survey, from any other Part of the Globe, 
lying nearer the Southern Pole; I ſhould behold a wer 
Gba of ſtarry Bodies, which have never appeared within 
our Horizon.—Was I (which is {till more wonderful) 
either Here or There, to view the Firmament with the 

| Virtuoſo's 


4 
1 
i 
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of "flaming Orbe, which, immerſed in Depths 


cleap6 the heeneſt wiiallited Sight Vet; in theſe) va. 
nous 'Sitnations ;/ev6h with the Aid of the Teleſcopic 
Tube; T mould hot be able to deſery che Half, perhaps 
not a*'TBouſondrh Part; of thoſe majeſtic Tumimaries, 
more. diligently I pirfueinly Search;' inte thoſe Orities 
of eternal Truth, che Sipturut; I perceive à Wider 4 
deeper, an ver inamaſng Fund of ſpirmtual T reaſures. 
richer Diſplays af -Gvodncts; a more tranſoendent Eu- 
ceilency in the illuſtricus Meſſiah, and a more deploruble 
Vileneßs in fallen Mani + more immaculate Furity in 
pei. Let, aſter a Cdurſi of Stuch, d Yer ſo aſſiduous; 
eren ſoprblonged: L ſhould have Renloh 0. om e yccif 
a mere Robe; in heavenly Knowledge ; bt, at moſty bu 
a puerile Proficient, in the School of C idr, e 
Ares all my woſt accurate TuſpeRion, thaſe ſctrry 
Orbs appear but as gactering Points. Evert the Planets, 


ol Poleghciog val 15:0 Eig. r c 
N Come forth, O Map, yon azure Round ſurye "& *& 


And view. thoſe Lamps, Which yield eternal Day. © © 
"> Bling orth thy r Clear thy be eg xy 
Mom beyond tho former Millions ese 
Io farthir;—Millions more: blaze from remoter Skies. 
eee, Poe aut, the Univerte 
How noble, conſidered; in this View, are the Celebrations of the 
Divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred Writings! 7 i: 
the LORD that mate the Hetwoens, Plat. xc. I What à prodifious 
Dignity, does ſuch 4 Senſe of Things give to that devour Aſcription 
of Praiſe} Thou, even Thou, ert LORD. alis; Thes baſt made Heaven, 
the Heaven of Heavens, tuith all their Het. Nebem.ix. 6+—Fxamined 
by this Rule, the beautiful Climax in our inſpired Hymn, is ſublime 
| beyond Compare. Praiſe HIM, Sun and Moon ; Praife HTM, all ye 
Stars of Light : Praiſe HTH. ye Heaven of Haven. Pal. Gxlviti. 
3. © / 


though 
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though ſo much nearer, our earthly Manſion, ſeem only 
like burning Bullets, If then, we have ſuch imperfes 
Appreſenſions of viſible; and material Things: how much 
mare {canty and inadequate, muſt be our Notions of in- 
vilible. and immortal Objects We behold the Stars. 
Though every one is incomparably bigger; than the Globe 
we inhabit; yet they dwindle, upon our Survey, into the 


| moſt diminutive Forms. Thus, we ſee by Faith the 


Glories of the bleſſed ] dvs; the atoning Efficacy of his 
a ; the juſtifying, Meric of his Rightequſneſs ; and 
G55 which are reſerved for his F ollowers. But 

alas even our moſt exalted Ideas, are yaſtly below the 
Truth. As much below A Truth; as the Report, 
which qur Eyes make. of thoſe celeſtial Edifices, i is infe- 
rior to their real Grandeur — Should we take in all the 
magnifying Aſiſtances, which Art has contrived; thoſe 
luminous. Bodies, Ne elyde our Skill, and appear as 
EO IMs itant of Earth, travel to- 
wards the -OPE.. Heayen; and be carried forwards, in 
his Serial Journey, more than a Hundred and ſixty Mil- 
lions of Miles * even in that advanced Situation, thoſe 
Oe of Flame, would look no larger, than radiant 
Specks, In like manner, conceive ever ſo magnificently, 
of the Redeemer' s Honours ;- and of the Bliſs, which 
he has purchaſed for his Peo le; yet you will fall ſhort. 
Rai e your Imagination high er; z ſtretch your Invention | 
wider ; give them all the 7 which a ſoaring 5 
your Conceptions will 
be extremely diſproportionate, to their genuine Perfec+ 


EE _ —-@ 


„This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere Suppoſition, but a 
real Fact. For, about the Twenty-firſt of December, we are above 
160,000,000 of Miles ngarer the Northern Parts' of the Sky, than we 
were at the Twenty hr June. And yet, with regard to the Stars 
ſituate in that Quarter, we perceive no Change in their Aſpee, nor any 
Augmentation of their Magnitude. 
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tions. Vaſt are the Bodies, which roll in the Expanſe of 
Heaven: vaſter far are thoſe Fields of ther, 
which they run their endleſs Round: But the Excellency 
of Jzsvs; and the Happineſs laid up for his Servants, 
are greater than either; than'both; than all. An i | 
Writer calls the former, The unſearchable Riches of 
CnRisr;“ and ſtiles the latter, 1 enn Heat 
« and eternal Weight of Glory. wg | þ 


Ir thoſe Stars, are ſo many TEIN Magazines 
of Fire, and immenſe Reſervoirs of Light ; there is no 
Reaſon to doubt, but they haye ſome very grind Uſes, 
ſuitable to the Magnificence of their Nature. To ſpe- 
cify, or explain, the particular Purpoſes they us 
is altogether impoſſible, in our 2 24 State of Diſtance 
and Igaorance. "This, however, we may clearly diſ- 
cern; they are diſpoſed in that very Manner, which is 
moſt plegfing and molt ſerviceable to Mankind. They 
are not placed at an ite Remove, fo as to lie beyond 
our Sight; neither are they brought /o near our Abode, 
as to annoy us with their Beams. We ſee dem thine 
on every Side. The deep Azure, which ſeryes them as 
a Ground, heightens their Splendor. At the ſame Time, 
their Influence js gentle, and their Rays are deſtitute of 
Heat. So that we are ſurrounded with a Multitude of 
fiery Globes, which beautify and illuminate the Firma- 
ment, without any Riſk, either to the Coolne/5 of our 
Night, or the Quiet of dur Repoſe. Who can ſuffici- 
. ently admire that wondrous 'Benignity ; which on our 
Account, ſtrews the Earth with Bleflings of every Kind; 
and youchſafes to make the very gal ſubſervient to 
our Delight? - n 

Ir is not ſolely to adorp the Roof of 0 our Palace, 
wich coſtly Gildings ; that Gop commands the celeſtial 


Luminaries, to glitter through the Gloom. We. alfo 
reap conſiderable Benefits, from their Miniſtry, -They 
2 L 4 Att 148 
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divide our Time, and fix its ſolemn Periods, They ſettle 
che Order of our Marti: and are; according to the Deſ- 
tination mentioned in ſacred Writ, for Signs, and far | 
< Seaſons; for Pays, and for Mears.“ The Returns of 
and Cold alone, — 5 haye been t too precarious 
2, Rule, But cheſe radiant Bodies; by the Variation, 
and alſo H the Rega/arity,.; of their Motions ; afford, a 
Method: of calculating, ablglutcly certain, and ſuffict- 
ently. obvious. By this, the Farmer is inltructed, when 
to commit his Grain tothe Furrows, and how to. con- 
duct the Operations of Huſbandry. By this, the Sailor 
knows when to proceed on his Voyage, with. leaſt Peri 
and dh een ewe of eee (5) 
moſt Succeſa. unh ai 2 boi 
Wr fhonld- not che Chriſtian, be Wee 
Eternity, learn from the ſame Monitors, to number for 
nobler Purpoſes, to number his Days; and duly to tranſ- 
act the grand grand Affairs of his everlaſting Salvation? 
Since Gon has appointed ſo many bright Meaſurers 
of our Time; to determine its larger Periods, and to 
minute don its ordinary Stages; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly 
inculcates its Valur, and ſhould powerfully prompt us to 
impruus it. Behold ! the ſupreme Lord marks the Pro- 
greſß of our -Life, in that moſt conſpicuous Kalendar 
above. Does not ſuch an Ordination tell us, and in the 
moſt emphatical Language; That our Life is given for 
Ve, not for Waſte? That no Portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ftrit Account; that all of it is entered as 
it paſſes, in the Divine Regiſter: and, therefore, that 
the Stewards of ſuch a Talent, are to expect a future 
Reckonitig ?<Bchold! the very Heavens are bid to be 
the Accomptants, of our Years, and Months, and Days, 
O! may this induce us to manage them, with a vigi- 
lant Frugality; to part with them, as Miſers with their 


ow Treeſure, warily and circumſpectly; and, if poſ- 
| as _— ſible, 
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ſible, as Merchants with their rich Commodities, not with- 


out àn Equivalent, either in e eee ee 
ſocial Uſefulneſs? ? NNE esl gi ena mit OLE, 
Ho bright the ſtarry Diamonds mine! The" Abi. 
fon of Eaſtern Moharchs cd imagine flo Piſtinctzon; 
more noble and ſublime, than chat of being likened to 
choſe beaming Orbs ®. = Thiy em Night's richeſ Dre; 
and ae pon Her fable Robe, ke Jewels of the 
fret Luſtre. Like Jewels?" 1 wrong theit Chirather: 
The utid Storic has no Brilliziicy;? is the Flame 
evenof che golden Topaz; ebinpared with thbſe'plow- 
ing Decoratiohs of Heaven, How widely are their ra- 
dianit Honours die; N Nation ſd remote, but fees 
their Beauty, and rejoices. in their Uſefunes. They 
have been admired by: Hll preceding Generations; and 
every tiſing Ages will gaze on their Charms; with rer 
newed elight. How animating, then, is that Fromiſe, 
made tothe Hithſul Minifters'of the Goſpall They 
«that turn many to Righttouſueſa, ſhall ſhine as alte 
4. Stars fur ever and ever.“ I not 8 
ning-Encouragement, **to ſpend. ande be iſpent, in 
Service of Som? Mechünles, the — nnd nga et 
ewitikle. Methinks they ſhew me their on 
purpoſe to inſpire me with; Aacrity, in the Race ſet be- 
ſore me: on purpoſe to enen my Adiaity inthe Work 
that 45 given me to do, — Ves; ye najeſtie Monitors, 1 
underſtand your Meaning. Ik Honour has any Charms; 
if true, Glory, the Glory which cometh from Gon, is 
any Attractive; you diſplay. the moſt powerful-Jncite- 
ments, to exerciſe all Aſfduity in my hol Vocation. 1 
will, henceforth, obſerve your Incimation ; and, when 
Gaal e Yavgnid, have Toe o your: wer 


* 
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Lamps. If fo anne at eden 
extinguiſhable Fires. 
Ox che Pola Star, it is obſervable; FO 
Luminaries alter their Situation, this ſeems invatiab 
Jxed *. While other Luminaries, now, mount the Bat- 
tlements of Heaven, and appear upon Duty; now, re- 
tire benenth dhe Horizon, and reſign to a freſh Set, the 
Watches of che Night ; this never departs from its Sta- 
tion. This; in every Seaſon, maintains an uniform Po- 
ſitien; and is always to be found, in the ſame Tract of 
the Narthern Sky,—How oſten has this beamed bright 
Intelligence on the Sailor; and conducted the Keel, to 
its defired Haven? In early Ages, thoſe, who went down 
to the Sea in Ships, and occupied their Buſineſs in great 
Waters, had ſcarce any. other ſure Guide for their wan 
dering Veſſel. This therefore they viewed, with the 
moſt ſolicitous Attention. By this, they formed their 
Obſervations, and re gulareet their Voyage. When this | 
was obſcured by Tloids or inveloped in Miſts ; the 
trembling Mariner was bewildered, on the watery Waſte, 
His Thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating Surge ; 
and he know not,” where he was advanced, or whither he 
ſhould ſteer. Bur, when this aulpicious Star broke 4 
the Gloom] it diſſipated the Anxiety of his Mind, and 
cleared” up his dubious Paſſage. He re-aſſugned; with 
Alaerity, the Management of the Helm; and was able 
to ſhape his Courſe, with ſome ne Degree of Sa. 
tisfaction and Certainty. | 

SUCH, much cleater in its Links, and I" Y 
ſurer in its irection, is the yy Wierd of God, to 


el peak in Conformity to the Appearance of the Object. For, 

chough this remarkable Star revolyes round the Pole, its Motion is ſo 
ſow, and the Circle it deſcribes ſo /a#; as render both en. 
tion and Change of Situation, hardly RO IO 


B b 3 thoſe 
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thoſe Myriads of intellectual Beings; who are bound 
for the eternal Shores. Who, embarked in a Veſſel of 
. feeble Fleſh, ate to paſs the Waves of this tempeſtuous 
and perilous: World. In all Diffcaltzes,' thoſe ſacred 
Pages ſhed an encouraging Ray; in all Uucertaintiss, 
they, ſuggeſt the right Determination, àud point out 
the proper Procedure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable 
Advantage; they, like the Star which conducted the 
Eaſtern Sages, make plain the Way of Accel$ to a. Re- 
deemer. They diſplay his unſpeakable: Merits : they 
diſcover the Method of being intereſted in his great 
Atonement; and lead the weary Soul, taed by "_— 
bles, and ſhattered by Temptations, to that only Har- 
bour of peaceful Repoſe. Let us, therefore, attend to 
this wxerring Directory, with the ſame Conſtancy of 
"Regard, as the Sea- faring Man obſerves his Compaſs. 
Let us become as thoroughly acquainted with this ſa- 
cred. Chart, as the Pilot is with every truſty Mark, 
that gives Notice of a lurking Rock; and with every 
open Road, that yields a ſafe' Paſſage into the Port. 
Above all, let us commit ourſelves to this infallible 
Guidance, with the ſame implicit Reſignation; let us 
conform our Conduct to its exalted Preeepts, with the 
ſame ſedulous Care; as the Children of Jrael, when 
| ſojourning in the trackleſs Deſert, followed the Pillar 
of Fire, and the Motions of the miratulous Cloud, — 
So, will it introduce us, not into an earthly- Cunaan, 
flowing with Milk and Honey; but into an immortal 
Paradiſe, where is the Fulneſs of Joy, and where are 
Pleaſures for evermore, It will introduce us into thoſe 
nappy, happy Regions, where aur Sun ſhall no more go 
down, nor our Moon withdraw itſelf; for -the LORD 
Hall be our everlaſting Light, and the Days of our Mourn- 
ing, together with the Fatigues of our r Pilgrimage, Hall 
ba at Hs 
* Ia. lr, 20. 
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I yzzcve a great Variety, in the Size and Splen- 


. dor of thoſe Gems of Heaven. Some, are of the firſt 


Magnitude ; others, of an inſtrior Order. Some glow, 
with intenſe Flames; others glimmer, with fainter Beams. 
Yet, all are beautiful; all have their peculiar Luſtre, 
and diſtinct Uſe; all tend, in their different Degrees, 
to enamel the Cope of Heaven, and. embroider the 
Robe of Night..—This Circumſtance. is remarked. hy 
an Author, whoſe Sentiments are a Source of Wil- 
dom, and the very Standard of Truth. One Star, 
&« ſays the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, differeth. from ano- 
« ther Star in can n 8H rhva 5a of the 
«c Dead.” 7 


' In the World 1 are various . Degrees of Hs, 


neſs, various Seats of Honour. Some will riſe to more 
illuſtrious Diſtinctions, and richer Joys *. Some, like 
Veſſels of ample Capacity, will admit more copious Ac- 
ceſſions of Light and Excellence. Yet, there will be 


no Want, no Deficiency, in any; but a Fulneſs both 
of Divine Satisfactions, and perſonal Perfections. Each 
will enjoy all the Good; and be adorned with all the 


Glory; that his Heart can wiſh, or his Condition re- 
ceive.— None will know what i is to envy. Nor the 
leaſt Malevolence, nor the leaſt Selfiſhneſs, but ever- 
laſting Friendſhip prevails, and a mutual Complacency 
in each other's Delight. Love, cordial Love, will give 
every particular Saint, a Participation of all the 
Fruitions ; which are diffuſed through the whole Aſ- 


ſembly of the Bleſſed. —No one ecligſes, but each reflet?s 


* 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Made prefers the Senſe here 
given; and the learned Dr. Hammond admits it, into his Paraphraſe. 
Whoſe joint Authority, though far from excluding any other, yet is a 
ſufficient Warrant for bi Application of the Words. 


I Tolle Invidiam, & tuum oft quod habeo: Tolle n ( meum 
off quod haber, AVUGUSTINE. 


R Light 


476 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
Light upon his Brother, A Tweet Interchange f Ripa 
ſubſiſt; En enlightened by the great Fountain, and al 
enlightening one another, By which "reciprocal Com- 
munication of Pleaſure and Amity, each will be conti- 
 nually receiving from, each inceſſuntly adding to, the ge- 
neral Felicity. 

Hayy, ſupremely happy they, who are udttittted 
into the celeſtial Manſions. ' Better to be a Door-keeper | 
in thoſe Ivory Palaces , than to fill the moſt pb a 80 
viis Throne on Earth. The very loweſt Place ft God's 
Right-hatid, is diſtinguiſhed Honour, and * 
BliG.—O ! that we may, in ſome meaſure, Und! 
that beatific State, while we remain, in our Banithiiti 
below ! May we, by rejoicing in tlie ſuperior Fee 
of another, make it bur om] And, provided the gene- 
ral Reſult is Hurnlony, be content, be pleaſed, With 
whatſoever Part is aligned to our Share, in the tniverſdl 
Choir of Aﬀaits. | 


WeriLE I am conſidering the heavenly Bodies, 1 
muſt not intirely forget thoſe fundamental Laws of our 
modern Aſtronomy, Projection and Attraction. One of 
which is the all- combining Cement, the other. i is the 
ever-opetative Spring, of the mighty Frame. —In the 
Beginning, the all- creating FraT impreſſed a proper 
Degree of Motion, on each of thoſe whirling Orbs, 
Which, if not contfouled, would have carried them on, 
in ſtraight Lines, and to endleſs Lengths ;- till they were 
even loſt, in the Abyſs of Space. But, the gravitating 
Property, being added to the projectile Force, deter- 
mined * Courſes to a circular 7 Form; and obliged 


* Pal. v. 8. 


+ bs am aware, the plane tary Orbits are not ſtrictly eireular, but 
rather elliptical. However, as they are but a {mall Remove from the 
perſectiy round Figure ; and partake of it incomparable more, _ 


certed. Would degenerate into ſluggiſh inactive Maſſes; 
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the reluctant Rovers, to perform their deſtined Rounds; 


Were eicher of "thoſe "Cauſes eo ſuſpend their Action, 


all the harmoniouſſy moving Spheres would be diſcen - 
and falling into the central Fire, be hunt to Aſhes; 


Or elſe, would exorbitate into wild Conſuſion; and each; 


by the Rapidity of its Whirl, be diſſpated into Atoms. 
But, the impulſrve and attractive Energy, being maſt 
nicely attempęred to each other: and, under the imme- 
diate Operation of the Almighty, exerting themſelves in 
perpetual Concert; the various Globes run their xadiant 
Races, without the leaſt Interruption or the leaſt Devia 
tioh. So as to create che alternate Changes of Dy and 


MNixbt; and diſtribute the uſeful Viciſſitudes of ſucceeding 


Seaſons. So us to anſwer all the great Ends of a graci- 


on Providence — — Fr wacare 


nience, for univerſal Nature. 

Dors ndt this' Conſtitution of the material, n 
turally lead the Thoughts, to thoſe grand Principles of 
the moral and devotional World, Faitb and Love? 
Theſe are often celebrated by the inſpired Apoſtle, as u 
comprehenſive Summary of the 'Goſpel*. Theſe in- 


Yored the 'Breaſt, and regulated ** Progrels, of 2 


the TrajeRvties'6f the gm 1 chooſe to repreſent the Thing I 
this View. Bſpecially, becanſe the Notion of à Cirele, is ſo - much 
more intelligible to the Generality of Readers, than that of an Sie 
ſis; and becauſe I laid it down for a Rule, not to admit any ſuch 
ruſe Sentiment, or di/Fcult Expreflidn, as ſhould demand a pricdfil 
Attention, viſtead of faiſing an agreeable Idea. | For which Reaſon, I 
have avoided technical Terms; have taken no Notice of Jupiters Sate]- 
lites, or Saturn's Ring; have not ſo much as mentioned the Names of 
the Planets,” nor ittempted to wade into any Depths öf the Science. 
Leſt to thoſe M have no Opportunity of uſing the: Teleſeope, or of 
acquainting themſelves with a Syſtem of Aſtronomy, I ſhould propound 
Riddles, rather than diſplay entertaining and edifying Truths. 


. + Cal, in- Philem. ver. 9 2211 
3 private 
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votion; to one another, by a reciprocal Intercourſe of 
| brotherly Affections, and friendly Offices. If you aſk ; 


Negularity. 
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private Chriſtian. - Theſe united the whole-Congregation 
of the Faithful to Gap, and one another. To Goo, 
the great Centre, in the Bonds of Gratitude and De- 


Why is it impoſſible for the true Believer, to live at 
all Adventures? to fagnate in Sloth, or habitually to 
deviate from Duty ? — We anſwer; It is owing to © his 


« Faith, working by Love “. He aſſuredly truſts, 
that CHRIST has fuſtained the Infamy, and endured 


the Torment, due to his Sins. He firmly relies on that 


Divine Propitiation, for the Pardon of all his Guilt; 
and humbly expects everlaſting Salvation, as the Pur- 


chaſe of his Saviour's/ Merits. This produces ſuch a 


Spirit of Gratitude, as refines his Inclinations, and ani- 
mates his whole Behaviour. He cannot, he cannot 
run to Exceſs of Riot; becauſe Love to his adorable 
Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but ſilken Curb, ſweetly re- 


ſtirains him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in a le- 


thargic Indolence; becauſe Love to the ſame infinite 
Benefactor, like a pungent, but endearing Spur, pleaſ- 
ingly excites him.—In a Word; Faith ſupplies the 

Impulſe, while Love gives the determining 
Baſs ; and leads the willing Feet, through the whole 
Circle of Gop's Commandments. © By the united Effi- 
cacy of theſe heavenly Graces, the Chriſtian Conduct is 
rved, in the Uniformity and Beauty of Holineſs ; 
as by the blended Power of thoſe Newtonian Principles, 


the ſolar Syſtem revolves, in a ſteady and magnificent 


How "admirable, how 88 how diverſified, is 


e Force of this ſingle Principle, Aragon 4{—This 


dl e 
dune both af On and ca- 
N | penetrates 


{> 
- 
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Millions of the fineſt Meanders, in order to transfuſe 
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es the very Eſſence of all Bodies, and diffuſes 


| ieſelf to the remoteſt Limits of the mundane 'Syſtem,— 


By chis, the Worlds impreſſed with Motion, hang je/f- 
balanced on their Centres ; and, though Orbs of im 
menſe Magnitude, require nothing, but this amazing 
Property, for their Support. To this we aſcribe a 
Phænomenon, of a very different Kind, the :Preſſure 
of the Atmoſphere. Which, though a yielding and 
expanſive Fluid; yet conſtipated by an attractive Ener- 
gy 3 ſurrounds the whole Globe, and incloſes every 
Creature, as it were with a tight An Ex- 
pedient this, abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the Tex- 
ture of our Bodies; and indeed, to maintain every Spe- 


_ cies of animal Exiſtence.— Attraction! Urged. by this 
wonderful Impetus, the Rivers circulate, copious and 


unintermitted, among all the Nations of the Earth: 
with Rapidity down the Steeps, or ſoftly ebb- 


ing through the Plains, Impelled by the ſame myſte- 


rious Force, the nutricious Fuices are detached from the 
Soil; and, - aſcending the Trees, find their Way through 


vegetable Life into all the Branches. This _ confines 


the Ocean, within proper Bounds, Though the Waves 


thereof roar ; though they toſs themſelves, with all the 
Madneſs of indignant Rage; yet, checked by this po- 
cent, this inevitable Curb, they are unable to paſs even 
the ſlight Barrier of Sand. To this the Mountains owe 
that unſhaken Firmneſs, which laughs at the Shock of 


eareering Winds; and bids the Tempeſt, with all its 


mingled Horrors, impotently rave, By virtue of this 
inviſible Mechaniſm; without the Aid of Crane or Pul- 
ley, or any Inſtrument of human Device; many Thou- 


fand Tons of Water are raiſed; every Moment, into 


1 ä * Ponderibus librata fuit. 88 
ah the 
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the Regions of the Firmament. By chis, they continue 
to contain their . Subſtance ; or any maſſy Pillars, to 
fuſtain their Weight. By this ſame variouſly acting 
Power, they return to the Place of their native Reſi- 
dence ; diſtilled in gentle Falls of Dew, on precipitated 
mImpetuous Showers of Rain. They fide into the 
Fields in fleecy Flights of Snow, or art darted upon 
the Houſes in clattering Storms of Hail. This occa- 
io the ſtrong Cobefion of ſolid Bodies. Without 
whith; our large Machines could exert themſelves with 
no Vigvur; and the nicer Utenſils of Life, wouldelude 
out Expectations of Service. This aD = Founda. 
tion, for all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic. Arts 
which 'farnith Mankind with numberleſs Conveniences, 
dot If Ornament and Delight.—In ſhort ; this is the 
predigieus Balef, which compoſes the Equilibrium, 
ad 6onfitares the Stability of Things: - this, the great 
Chat, Which forms the Cornexioas of univerſal Na- 
de; und the mighty . Eyre, which prompts, faci- 
Heres; und, in good meaſure, accompliſhes all her Ope- 
ers What Eſtechs, from a axle Cauſe * 
What Profuon, amidſt Frugahtiy ! An un nown Pro- 
Fon of Benefits, Nr utmoſt vo cre of Ex. 
pence! 1 5 

Y Arp what 4 this AbradGon? Is l 2 in ig 
Exiftence, ſeparable from Matter; and, in its Acting, 
ent on the DEIT Tue the reverſe, 
It is the very Finger of Gov: the conſtant 
of Divine Power: a Principle, neither innate in Mat- 
vet, r 0 by Mortals.—Does akin 


Sb robe ef dnl. ab We 


4 Flower Garden, page 121. together with a fine Obſervation, quoted 
in the correſponding Note. 
£3 | ever, 
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ever;; beat a confiderable Analogy to the Anm of che 


| — GHOST, in the Chriſtian y ur 
not the graciqus. Operations ol che Bleſſed 
extenfove, thus adnirtble, thus various . 7 
Being tranſmirs his Gifts, through. every Age :. 
communicates: his Graces, to every Adhexent, au the 
Redecmer. All, either of illuſtrious Memory, or f 
beneficial Tendency; in a Word, © all che Good cha; 
« is dene upon, Earth, He doch it limſelf. Strong in 
bis Aid, and in che Power, of is. Might, the Saints of 
all Times, have trad Vice under their Fect; hau arix 
umphedpverthis abet'World ; and cnverſed in He 
ven, while they dwelt on Earth. Not I dh tht: Great 
of OD birb man mib me, is the unartimaus:Ac- 


knowleelgtnent ef them All. — y the ame kindly Sugr 
cours, the whole Church is {till enlightened, quickened, 


and . his benign Ar 
Scales ok * che fs 
1 C is pus 


| N he TIE rs, tlie ip of Fo adarnaneme Fer- 
EG ih e idle, Hop. off om de Calera: 
don. Ie breathes even; upon. dry Bones th, And. Ibex 
— —— animated with Faith; they pant with 
ment and heaverily Defire ; they exctciſe *themiſeves | 
in all the Duties of *Godlinefs —His real, thbugh” {e- 
cret, Inſpiration, diſſolves the Flint in the impenitent 
Breaſt ; and binds up the Sorrows, of the broken Heart. 
Raiſes the Thoughts high, in the Elecariqns of holy 
Hope ; yet ys them low, in the Humiliatiom of in- 
ward Abaſement. Steal the Soul with impenetrable 
Reſolution, e iat te ume time, 
SDN ge I 7K 2h n bod 
+ ' Lee that beautiful Piece of ſacred and allegorical Imagery diſ- 
— Played, Zart. xxxvii, | 
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CC 
acntial Sorrow. 2 Oo 12 9 


Vun 1 con e and magnificent 
| Striures, . 
I look” upon them as ſo many ſplendid Repoſitories of 
Light, or fruitful Abodes of Life:—When'T remem- 
FFF 
chan thoſe which appear th our unaided Sight; Orbs, 
Creation, is not'y arrived upon Gur Coaſls®:—When 
| 112 * * to "the innumerable Orders 
of Bein Syſtems; 
from the eptile; from the 
. which ſurround the Theode Of Ja 
van z 8 ee 
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® IF this ConjeSte {which Jas len 's Perſon das the ele 
— — its Autkor) e dere, de woe 
— a25u1 a de added,” what is affirmed. 


| of [the Univerſe!=-While the 'Mind is Jiftended Sik ers- r. 
or mther, while the is difpatching-her ableſt Powers of pi 
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Built with divine Ambition; in Diſdain 31 os 
Of Limit built; built ip the Tafte of Hevn! 
Piat Concave! Ample Dome Wal thn dees 

Of | A nar Apurment fr he Duary en. n 
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menſe Chain How viſt the Oradatians th this unver- 

ſal Scale of Exiſtence ! Yet all theſe, ever ſo vaſt 
and various, nnn, Er er ee 
of his Prgſencr. 3 


Hs rounded in his Palm ger een g 


never exhauſted He formed, with inexpreſſible Nicery, 


unknown 


jclicately fine Collection of Tubes: that 


Bon the kk Down the pars Plum funds, add” ends ring 
Alu World, thy tailing Sight confound. 
To Hu a peopled Habitation ſhews, __ 

Wbere Millions taſte the Bounty Gov beftows. ENS 
| Ser a beautiful and infradiioc Prem, filed—Darrv. 
I There are living Creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the Mite. 

Mr. Bradley, in his Treatiſe on Gardening, mentions an Inſect, which, 

after accurate Examination, he found to be a Thouſand Times /f than 

the leaft viſible Grain of Sand. Yet ſuch an Inſect, though quite im- 

perceptible to the naked Eye, is an Elephant, is a Whale, compared 

with other Animalcules almoſt infinitely more minute, diſcovered by 

Mr. Lewenboek. If we conſider the ſeveral Limbs, which 


fach an organized Particle: The different Muſcles, which aQuare fach 
a Set of Limbs; The Flow of Spirits, incomparably more attenuated, 
which put thoſe Maſcles in Motion: The various Fluids, which cir. 
culate: The different Secretions, which are performed: Together with \ 
the jeculiar Minatench of the Sdlids, * 


. ⁰ wüwÄ ²⁰˙;NU ¹mu;m. e OG , , 
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Power; to all: theſe, are extended, the ſpecigt.Regards 
of preſerving Gopgneſs, From hence, let me learn to 
nee 49d to nevers the feats, of 
the Supreme Majeſty. 


To rah on Nun Fo ee bs. 


conceivable Number and Variety of Beings, which 
twarm;yhraugh the Regions of Creation, not one is 
overlooked, nat one is neglected, by the great omni- 
patent: Cauſe of all. However inconſiderable in its 
Character, or diminutive in its Size, it is ſtill the Pro- 
duction af the univerſal Maker, and belongs to the Fa- 
mily of the Almighty Father. What? though in- 
dwoned Archangels, enjoy the Smiles of his Countenance ! 
Vet, the low Inhabitants of Earth, the maſt deſpicable 
Worms of the Ground, are not excluded from his pro- 
vigential Cure. Though the Maniſeſtation of his Per- 
ſections, is vouchſaſed to holy and intellectual Eftences; 
bis Far is open, to che. Cries of the young Raven. His 
Eyr is attentivr, to che Wants, and to the Welfare of 
the very meaneſt Births of Nature.— How much leſs 
then, are his own People diſregarded? Thoſe, for 
whom he has delivered his beloved Son to Death, and 
for whom He has prepared Habitations of eternal Joy. 
They diſregarded! No. Tapy are © kept as the Apple 
« of an Eye,” The very Hairs of their Head are all 
numbered. The fondeſt Mother may forget the Infant, 
chat is e dandled upon her Knees,” and ſucks at her 
My much fooner chan the Father of everlaſting 
| Com- 


Growth: Not to mention other more 4/foni/hing Modes of Diminn- 
dien: Sure, we ſhall have the utmoſt Reaſon to acknowledge, that 
the adoreſ Maker EA AN MIN IAIS; greath gleriaws e even 
in bis ſuallul Works. 


A. xx. 15. Can @ Woman forget her fucking Child, that fog 


Aan not bave compaſſion on the Sen of her Womb? Yea, they may for- 
get; 
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Compatfins can diſtontiane; Or , his untefifül Ten- 
derne d his People=4ijs'Children--his Her: 
I d reath me d 4 more Wehy enge of the 
rr ˙ AA 
. EY with all the NES 


Extremes: we V 
for an ever-preſem 
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—— —— hedeayae preſerverthe 
avd build up the Family—Her «n+ Son ; for the Word is fingularz 


and refers to a Caſe, where the . nat being 
EEE the. 


10 
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ares not be i 
thoſe frengg# AﬀeKtions of Nature, isn more ſuppoſeable Caſe 
than that — e 
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* 
chat REveldtch kb che Sight, the Telescope: if all 
ll Million are 1 many; Fountains of Day; ; 
with native and independent Lartre'y Ilumiha- 
hurt and cehlivenitig! Syſterm of their own ®* = 
| Pumip, ho a and 4s" Alcloſed 
in dhe Midnight Scene :Whar Nicber ate diſſeminated, 
thi9ugh al choſe | nuniberieſs' Provirices of the grear 


-4Gratideur 2 beyond” Ex reflion 1 
carries 


a Empire 

e ere is not the meaneſt Slave, | 
* N in his een Boſonz pofſenss perla 
In s On Perſon. The — * inſorms 
— — im to think, and 
enables him to chooſe ; that quilifbs him to reliſh 


rational :add — ſublime Deſire Ir the 
Soul, chat ia endowoc / wichrfuch noble rand, 
abovsall;/is'di the &rvadful, the glorious 
Capacity, pairied;,” or bleſſed for ever this 
Soul In Worth, whatever the Eye can fee ; 


whatevery of tnatetial/ che Funcy can imagine. Before 
one ſuelPincolleGudl Being; all the Treaſtrre, and all the 
N of unimtelligent Creation; becbmes poor 
conteniptible f. For this Soul, * _ 
” +1 om 511) o 2og0Ge its 
NM 10 rnit as 11 45 3p K n 2 
7 e rd Rees Rn wi nh 
8 r 
2 5 72 Yom nie — . race £ 
- \An& Glory, its appointed Plate: 
Wich Beams unborrow'd, brightens other Skies; 
. And Worlds, to Thee unknown, pn Hh and Hi pi A 
e Univerſe. 
72 In lic relpeld, as veſted with ſach Capacities, the Soul even of 
fallen Men, has n W N 
though in Ruin. 

t I beg Leave to tranſcribe a pertinent Paſſage, n 
Maſter of Reaſon, and univerſal Literature, Dr. Bentley ; whom no 
ons can be tempted to ſuſpeR, either tinctured with Enthuſiaſm, or 
warped to Bigotry.—** If we conſider, ſays he, the Dignity of an in- 

Cc3 i telligent 
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las waked, and worked, through every Age. I cen. 
wince this Soul, the fundamental Laws af Natura have 
been comrouled ; and the moſt amaging Miracles, baue 
alarmed all che Ends of the Earth. To oyfruft thit Saul; 
the, Wisdom of Heaven has been. transfuſed ineo the H- 
cred Page; and. Miſſianaries have been ſent flem the 
Great King, who reſides in Light unsppronchable. To 


ſenckiß chis Soul, che Almigbix. Cemſorter takes. che. 


Wings of a Dove; and, wich f ſwoet transforming In- 
fluence, broods on the human Heart. And O ta re- 
deem this Saul from Guilt ; to reſeue it from Hell; che 
Heaven of Heavens was mann 
down; to dwell in Duſt. 7 

Lz me — Fd nam this important Subs. 
jcet.—Whas: are the Schemes, which engage the At- 
tention of eminent Stateſmen, and mighty Monarchs, 
compared e grand Iatereſts of an Immortal Saul? 
The Support of Commerce, and the Sueceſe of Arr 
mies, N weighty: Affairs; yet if laid in 
the Balance againſt the Salvation of a Soul, ate ligliter 
than the downy. Feather, poiſed agaiaſt Talegte of 
Gold. to fore. a Navy from Shipwreck; or a: King: 
dom from Slavery, are Deliverances of the moſt mo- 
mentous Nature, which the Tranſactions of Mortality 
can admit. But O] how they ſhrink into an inconſi- 
derable Trifle, if (their Aſpeck upon Immortality for- 
got) they are kt | in Ln 10 te dae of a 


— 


« telligent ke: and | pdt that in the Sele 10 brute . inani- 
© mate Matter, we may affirm, without over- -valuing human Nature, 
chat the-Sout of one virtuous and religions Man is of greater Worth 
«« and Excellency, than the Sun, and his Phanets, and alt che Stars in 
* the World.” . 
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tags Sol from the Anguiſh and Horrors af a cb 


17 * the importance of the Soul! H What Vigi- 
lance then can be too mich; or rather what holy Soli- 
eitude can be /ufficient ; for. the Overſeers of the 2+ 
viour's Flock, and the Guardians of this 8 
venerable, this invaluable Charge Since, ſuch is the 
Importance of the Soul; wilt thou not, O Man, be 
watchful for the Preſervation of thy own? Shall every 
caſual Incident, 1 15 thy Concern; every tranſitory 
Toy: command th * egard? And ſhall the Welfare 

thy Soul, a Work of continual Occurrence ; a Work 

4 15 Conſequence; ſue in vain, for thy ſerious 

Care ?—Thy. Soul, hy Soul, is thy All. If this bet 

iz thou K a . 4 rich, and wilt be unſpeakably 

, a whole World acquired, will 

— in Poverty ; and all its Delights enjoyed, will 
| abandon thee 40 Miſery, 

Inu often been charmed, and awed at the Sight 
of the nocturnal Heuvens; even before I knew how to 
conſider them, in cheir proper Circumſtances of Mas 
jeſty and Beauty, Something, like Mugir, has firuck 
my Mind, on u tranſient and unthinking Survey of the 
æthereal Vaults tinged throughout with the pureſt Azutty 
and decorated with innumerable ftarry Lamps, 1 have 
felt, 1 Know not what, powerful and aggrandizing Im 
pulſe ; which ſeemed to Thatch me from the low Intan- 
Siements of Vanity, and prompted an ardent Sigh fo 


ſallimur Ohjets, Methought, I heard, even from the 
ſuent Spheres, a commanding Call, to ſpurn the byeR 


Not all yon Luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ad, as ono benighted Mind, 


Which gropes for Happineſs, ad meets Deſpair. 
Night Thoughts, Ne Ix, 


Cc 3 Earth 


„% CONTEMPLATIONS ON, 


Earth, and pan unſeen Deli —Hencef 

pe to W be: C0 ab moral Ea 
* = Skies; when, in ſome ſuch Manner as che Þ 
ceding, they are rationally " ſeen, and 1 Sight is 12 1 
improyed. The Stats, L truſt, will teach as well as 2 
and help to diſpel, "both Nitye's Ne aol my 1 1 
lectual Darktich, To fome Peg diſcharge n 
better à Service, than that of h aa ing a Flaribeay t6 * 
Feet, and ſoftening the Horrors of their Night, 2 bY 
me and my Friends, may they act as an io"; 
ſuperlor Order; as Cor Bren! of Wiſtgri, "And hd 
to' Happineſs ! Nor will they fall to erkcute this nobler 
Office, if they gently ligt our Way, Into che Khowledge 


of their adored Maker; if they point ot, with their, Silver | 


Rays, our Path to his 2 Preſente. SES 
1 0428, 1 ponder, 1 ponder, 1 gaze; aud think 
| Ineffable Things.—T roll an Eye of Awe and Admira- 
tion. Again and again 1 repeat my raviſhed” Views; 
= can never ſatiate either my. Curlofity,”or my In- 
ſpring my Thoughts inte this immenſe Field, 
till 6 even Fancy tires upon her Wing. I find Wonders, 
ever new ; Wonders, more and more amaxing. Vet, af- 
ter all my preſent. Inquüries, hat a mere Mibing do 1 
know; by all my future Searches,” how liftle ſhall I be 
able to learn; of thoſe vaſtly diſtant Suns, andi their cir- 
cling Retinue of Worlds! Could I pry. with; Neuem 
piercing Sagacity, or launch into his extenſive wo 
even then, my Apprehenſiens would be; little bettet, 
thoſe dim and ſcanty. Images, which the Male, . juſt 


emerged from her Cavern, receives on het ſeehle Optic. 


his, ſure, ſhould. repreſs all ĩmpatient or immode . 


rate Ardor to pry into the Secrets of the Starry Struc- 


tures; and make me mare particularly careful, to cul- 
tivate my Heart. To fathom the Depths of the Divine 


Eſſence; ; 99 ko {cap -univerſal' ——_ with 4 critical 
l 6 3 
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abſolutely tmattainable ;* i "eek, . 
obvious to find 7 cu wit adquired; ail of the 

ble Advantage, when poſleaſſed??!+OP! Tet fe"! 1 9h 
Charity, Which edifieth - Faith; Which pürtfiet 
Love, humble Lovr, not converted Science, keeps | 
Door of: Heaven. Faith,” u thild-lilkePaith in _ ar 
not the haughty ſelf-fufficient” Spirit, Which 

be ignorant of any Thing preſents 4 Key f 0 — 


855 HONEY Gable” y. che 


tined to the Exerciſe of Devotion y che iwilibIe "World; 
is che Place appointed iar the Enjoyment-of Knowledge. 


There, the Dawn of our infantile Minds, will be ad- 


vanced to the Maturity of perfect Days or rather, 
chere our midnight Shades, will be brightenrd into all 
the Lon, inn, en ee which come 
1 Ned mol 20 N 4 
. N Re 45 * e inform x We mis Text; 
in that adminble 8 1 Cor. xiii. and in various oth, e 
2 the Word Charity, mould b Traps no HR by. confi 
— oF: of (Uſms-phvingy br iii? ) ft bb of 
much mqre exalted and extended Nature. It fgnifies -— oxy divinely 
precious Grace, Which warms the Soul with fupreme Love to Go o, 
and enlarges ĩt with 4 7 x 7-110 ot. for. Men. Which renders i it 
the reigning Care of the and chief Delight of the Heart, to 
promote the Happineſs of the One, and the Glory of the Other. 
This, chi, is that Charity of which ſo many excellent Things are 
every where ſpoken. Which, can never be too highly extolled, or 
too earneſtfy covered, fince It is the Image of Gov, and the very 
Spirit of Heaven, 


10 


Ar 1 


+ The Rightcoutbeld of Cyn157, This 3 is Mg Mix Mi rox beau- | 


tfully ſtiles; 


— W Ks | 191 * 


Dat opes the Palace of Brernity, 
% Cc 4 from 
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2 Ky 


Abodes of Bliſ This preſtnt State, is tile Scene deſi = 


I CONFEMPLAFIONS ON | 
| 8 TTns and. brjng. mth. hom. ch 
! e will be 


they a are ah d an Acquaintanee,, thetefore, 
deſire to farm, and to carry on ſuch à Corteſpon- 
eee Boles as may ſhed 4 benign 
| on the Seeds. d -Grace, _ implanted in my 
Breaſt Let the (exalted; Tracts of the Firmament, 
io Se into deep Humiliation. Let thaſe eternal 
Hues, Kindle in my Heart an adering Gratftade, to their 
Almighty Sovereign. Let yongder ponderous and enot - 
mous Globes, which reſt on lis ſupporting Arm; teach 
me an unſbaben Aﬀrance, in their incurnate Maker. Then 
ſhall I he. -i not wiſe ay the ere yet 
Wis VXTO SALVATION. | 
Have e ende mul wdr Mppedt bn Uh eder. 
„ nid that is arched with Skies; emblitzed with 
Scars; and extended even to Immenſity Having euſt 
an Eye, Mee the Intaprtired Patriarch 13 an Eye of 
Riaſm and Devotion,” through the ragniffceme Scene. 
Wich the former, having diſcovered an Infinitude of 
Worlds; und with the latter, having met the Deity in 
every . 1 beheld, as Moſes in the flaming 
Buſh, a r Excelleneies ] reflected 
Grave . — Planets, and ſtreaming from Myriads 


of celeſtiat Lyminaries—Haying read various Leſſons, 


in that ſtupendous Boot of Niſdm t, where unmeaſur- 

able Sheets of Azure compoſe the Page; and Orbs of 
Radiance write, in everlaſting Characters, '2 Comment 
en our Creed What remaius, hut chat! choke the mid-. 


1 Cor. xiii. 12, + Gen. xy. 5. 
46S for Heaven 7 

Is as the Book of God before thee ſet, 
Whereia to read his wondrous Works —M1L Ton. 


night 


Sa 
di 
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night Solemnity, as our Lonp concluded his 
Sacramental Inftitution, with a Seng of Praiſe? And 
behold a Hymn, ſuited to the ſublime Occaſion ; in- 
dited by * Infpiration itſelf; transferred into our Lan- 
guage, by f one of the happieſt Efforts of human In- 
genuity. 
The ſpacious Firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal Sky, _ | 

And ſpangled Head unt, à ſhining Frame, 

Their great Original proclaim:- 

D' unweary d Sun from Day to Day, 

Does his Creator s Pow'r diſplay; 

And publiſbes, to ev'ry Land, 

The Work of an Almighty Hand. 


Sgon as the Ev'ning Shades prevail, 
The Moon takes up the wondrous Tale ; 
Aud nightly, to the liſ' ning Earth, 
Repeats the Story of her Birth: 

While all the Stars, that round ber burn, 
Aud all the Planets in their Turn, 

Confirm the Tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the Truth from Pole to Pole. 
bat though, in ſolemn Silence, all 
Nove round the dark terrefirial Ball ? 

What though, nor real Voice nor Sound 

Amid their radiant Orbs be found ? 

In Reaſon's Ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious Voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 

The Hand that made Us, is divine. 


„ Pfal. xix. + Adson, Spe. Vol. VI. N 46s. 
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& Storms and Tempeſts may calm the Soul—Snow and 
te Ice be taught to warm the Heart, and praiſe the 
6e Creator,” | 
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Anonym. Lett, to the Author, See p. 398, 
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Fi 
wakes 
1 a wa ine 5 Be oe 
mrs, 755 ; While the Riviilet ity Ry rolls, 
and fweetly” muritiuts, 5 footh our on. 
Autumn, Tig Bounty dels eng Pres, With x Frbfu· 
ſion of nutrimental Treaſure; and bends the Boughs, 
„ He furniſhes His Refpi- 
table Board with p and prepures a cdp 
Magazine for furure 22 ut, is It ag in theſe in 
ing Periods of the Year, that Gon, aalen | 
e 85e ? Les! Al This eloquent af ts . 
« His Way is in the Xn Tag ly Storms and Tem- 
peſts fulfil his Word, and -exaek lus. Powes. Even piere- 
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ter, then, for a while, our Theme. Perhaps, thoſe 
barren Scenes, may be fruitful of intellectual In prove - 
ment. Perhaps that rigorous Cold, which binds the 


Earth in icy Chains; may ſ&ve to enlarge our Hearts, 
and warm them with holy Love. 


Sze! how the Day is ſbortened!—The Sun, detained 


ECO ET SEES 
Steps. He walks, with a ſhy Indifference, along the 
Edges of the Southern Sky ; caſting an oblique oo 


1 TIES Was , Wer 


uud a Bs 199 . * aT is:nomniu: * cn 
*: A Segel of this. Natury;[ I m-geknowlodgr, is quite.difregs 
from the Supject of the Bogk ; and, I cannot but Neg. Mas as Fr, 
diſtant Fram the Thoughts of Me Au' or. But, th re of ſeveral, 4 
—— together with an Iñtimation of its Uſefulneſs, by a very 
polite from an unlns iu, Hand (Which has andefgnedh furniſhed: 
12 the þeft Motto, I conld'reco}leR), prevailed with me to add 


Touches a nd impro ene Hints, on what is ſa often 
abel n N Naartbem Regions. I hope, the Attempt I have 


1 obige theſe Gepder will obtain the ee, or at 
— „ other a 1 


E 


bil 


| bid. 
hivering — 2 5 r at his Wrath. — bad. 
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chilingDamps kbvery orwuring/Cales blows Nature, 
diułſted H all het beaufifutFRobeg; ſi, KEN forlorn 
diſconſolato Widow, in her WDDο . While Winds, in 
doleful-Accents} hon and Rains, in repeated Showers,' 
weth. middle ©: of 2 Los b me 
Wr regret not; therefore; the-{pe "of 
the Day! When the Room id Nag e Blick 
and diſmal Objects are all argund; who would Geſtre t 
have the glinimering Taper kept SR? WH bar only 
diſeover Spectacles of Sorrow; catvonly make the'Hor- 
rot viſible And, ſince this mortaf Life is Httle better 
un a contiinal Confict with: Sim or an untemitted 
Struggle with Miſery; is it fbt a- gracious Ordination, 
which has reduced our Age tb i Span? a7 Fouffeore Years 
of 'T'tial, for the Virtubus, are ſufficiently long; and more 
than ſuch a Term, allowed to che Wicked, would ren- 
Ons 90 fi all N J N Our Way to the 
10M ot. KHeaye 5 ribulations. Stall 
We. 2 acciſſ hl (= 727 2 Of * Providence, 
Which haz 15 12 Paſhge thort f. 8 ſoon, we croſs 
che Vale o 15 eats ; and chen arrive on che happy Hills, 
where Ligh t for cher ſhines, where Joy for ever Male 


„Holnrndzs, the. Day i is rendered dhutrer killg is ahnoſt 
blotted, out from. the Year *. The Vapours gather z 
they NW) 8 impenetrable Gloom and obſcure! 

Face of the Sky. At length, the Naint deſcend. 

e Sluices,of the Firmament ate opened; and the low 
hung Clouds —— congregated Stores. : Copious 
and. unintermitted, Hil, hey Pour:;-and; ſtil are unex< 
Mane. The Mater drop iace ſſantly from the Eves, 


Aud ruſh, in rapid. hs from theſe Spouts. They! 
e r en dad and ta foul 
* Involvere Diem Nimbi & Nox gon is nn I da 


Abſtulit en en Vine. 
woll Shallows 
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Solis {pit ce Weg Nom, if the inat- 
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ng Element finds irs Way 
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its appoinesd, Beuods, Ru, frollen by jnoumerable 


Currents, and.rqukd f laſt; iato uncopsrotlable Rage; 
burſts aver. its Bankss Mt into the Plain; bears. dawn 


all Qppodyort ; ſprrad ir Gif] far al Wide; and buries 
the; Meadow wider 4 bro, ſkuggiſh; ſoaking Der. 


ov Tappy' for, Mit, ol this Jaghdation Eothes, 


re ho L443! the Valle 7 
—.— ns Fields 5 5555 9 92 
be Kid Walte!- Ar} 4 þ Eg it 7 have Been 


Rr 4 the” Früſbahdman and his Family: but, thus 
died, it yicks — his Grertid, and protiiifes 
Himi-Richer in Never Hon — How often," and ie A. 
tres the Dyaine y Gore with ther 
fronts f Sinners! — over hed over their 
Peaverfthek, and refaſet to 
Burz@preſurnpotors Teeitares, frrultiph no longer your 
Ppomnocativis; Urge net, by repenbed Iriquittics, the AI- 
mghiy ring ceaſt, and 
hes chtrce. Anm break forth ; breale forth, Ke # Fer 
22 and — un mg recoverable 
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How mighty! how majeſtic! and OI ho. triyfteridiis) © 
are thy Works, Thou'GOD of Heaven; and LORD- 
of Nature! When the Air is calm, where ſlecp the army 
Winds ? In what Chambers are they repoſed, or in what 
Dungeons confined'! Till Thou art pleaſed to awaken, 
their Rage, and throw open their Priſon-Doors. Then, 
with "irreſiſtible Impetuoſity they fly forth,”  Fatrering: 
Dread, and menacing Deſtruction. 

Tux Atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt turuleuous' 
Confuſion. The aereal Torrent burſts, its Way over 
Mountains, Seas, and Continents. All Things feel che 
dreadful Shock. All Things tremble before the furious 
Blaſt. The Foreſt, vexed and tore, groans under the 
Scourge. Her ſturdy Sons are ſtrained to the very Root, 
and almoſt ſweep the Soil, they were wont to ſhade. The 
ſtubborn Oak, that diſdains to bend, is daſhed headlong 
to the Ground; and, with ſhattered Arms, with proſtrate 
Trunks, blocks the Road. While the flexile Reed, that 
ſprings up in the Marſh, yielding to the Guſt (as the 
meek and pliant Temper, to Injuries; or the r Ei and 
patient Spirit, to Misfortunes); eludes the Force of the 
Storm, and ſurvives amidſt the wide-fpread Havock. 

- Fox a Moment, the turbulent and outrageous Sky, 
ſeems to be aſſuaged: but, it intermits its Wrath, only 
to increaſe its Strength. Soon, the ſounding-Squadrons 
of the Air return to the Attack, and renew their Navages 
with redoubled Fury. The ſtately Dome rocks, amidſt 
che wheeling Clouds. The impregnable Tower totters 
on its Baſis; and threatens to overwhelm, whom it was 
intended to protect. The ragged Rock's rent in Pieces®; - 
and even the Hills, the perpetual Hills, oh Meir deep 
Foundations, are ſcarce eu- Nhe, now, is che 
avg af Sakcty: Wien che MN Fg and Houſes be-: 


Th + 
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come Heaps! Sleep affrighted flies. Diverſion is turned 
into Horror. All is Uproar in the Element; all is Con- 
ſternation among Mortals; and nothing, but one wide 
Scene gf rueful Devaſtation, through the Land. Vet, 
this is only an inferior Miniſter of divine Diſpleaſure. The 
Executioner of milder Indignation. How then,. —0 
how will the lofty Looks of Man be bumb lad, and the Haug b- 
tineſs of Man be bowed down ?; when the LORD GOD 
Omnipotent ſhall meditate Teror—ahen He ſhall ſet. a// 
his Terrors in Array—when He. ariſes, to Judge the 
Nations, and to ſhake terribly the Earth! 

Tux Ocean fwells with tremendous Commotiors. T be 
ponderous Waves are heaved from their capacious Bed, 
and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable Deep. Flung into 
the moſt rapid Agitation, they ſweep over the Rocks; 
-. they laſh the lofty Cliffs; and toſs. themſelves into the 
Clouds. Navies are rent from their Anchors ; and, with 


2 all their enormous Load, are whirled, ſwiſt as the Arrow, 
Wild as the Winds, along the vaſt Abyſs. —Now, they 
climb the rolling Mountain; they plow. the frightful 


Ridge; and ſeem to ſicim the Skies. Anon, they plunge 
into the opening Gulf; they loſe the Sight of Day ; and 
ae ſt dene over Bye. How. anne, 


eee 


Ab Cots + 2881 * 2 
| = 0 | 
One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read /ja:ah, and borrowed 


wy his Ideas from Chap. ii. Ver. 11. . The built and gravis of the one, 


fo exaWy correſpond with the=-bumbled—bicutd Zown—of the other 

But, in one Circumſtance, — — 
Poet. The Prophet, by giving a firiking Contraſ vo his Sentimments, 
repreſents them with incom y greater Energy. He ſays not, Men 
in the groſs, or the Human Heart in general: but Men of the molt elated 
Looks; Hearts big With Os wolt ner Imaginations, Even 2% 

ſhall ſtoop from their ſppertilious Heights; even- bee ſhall grovel in 
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Art! How impotent the Mariner's Strength! They reel 
to and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring Hold; or cling ta 
the Cordage, while burſting Seas foam” over the Deck. 
Deſpair is in every Face, and Death: firs threatening on 
every Surge. But why, O ye aſtoniſhed Mariners, why 
ſhould you abandon yourſelves to Deſpair? Is the 
LORD“ Hand ſhortened, "becauſe the Waves of the 
Sea rage horribly ? Is his Ear dzafened; by the roaring 
Thunders, and the bellowing Tempeſt ? Cry, cry, unto 
HIM, who © holdech the Winds in his Fit, and the 
« Waters in che Hollow of his Hapd.“ HE is all- gra- 
cious, to hear; and almighty, to ſave. If He com- 
mand, the Storm ſhall be huſhed to Silence: the-Bilows 
fhall ſubſide into a Calm: the Lightnings ſhall lay their 
fiery Bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking in à watry Qrevez 
you ſhall find Yourſelves brought to the defired Haven. 


SOMETIMES, after a joyleſs Day, a more diſmal 1310 
ſucceeds.— The lazy, louring Vapours had wove ſo thick 
a Veil, as the meridian. Sun could ſcarcely; penetrate, 
What Gloom then muſt overwhelm the nocturnal Hours l 
the Moon withdraws her _— Not a ſingle Star, is 
able to ſtruggle through the Deep Arrangement of 
Shades. All is pitchy Darkneſs, without one enlivening 
Ray. How folemn | How awful! Tis like the Shroud, 
of Nature, or the Return of Chaos. I don't wonder, 
that it is the Parent of Terrors, and ſo apt to ingender 
Melancholy. —Latehy, the Tempeſt marked its rapid 
Way with Miſchief ; now, the Wee ber ITY; 


Pavilion with Horror. 


IRA ſometimes left the beaming Taper, withdrawn 
from the ruddy Fire, and plunged into the thickeſt of 
theſe footy Shades; without regretting the Change, ra- 
ther exulting in it as a welcome Deliverance, The very 


Gloom was pleafing, was exhilarating,” compared with 
. D d 2 | the 
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the Converſation,” I quitted. The Speech of my Com- 
panions (how does it grieve me, that I ſhould ever once 
99 ) was the Lan- 
guage of Darkneſs : was Horror to the Soul, and Tor- 
ture to the Ear.— Their Teeth were Spears and Arrows, 
and their Jungue a ſbarp Sword, to (tab and aſſaſſinate, 
their Neighbour's Character. Their Throat was an open 
Sepulchre,' gaping to devour the Reputation of the Inno- 
cent, or tainting the Air with their virulent and polluted 
Breath. Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
Diſcourſe,” ſhot Arrows: of Profaneneſs | Heaven 
iſelf; and, in proud Defiance, challenged the Reſent- 
meat of Omnipotence. Sometimes, as if it was the 
Glory of human Nature, to cheriſh the graſes Appe- 
tites of the Brute; or the Mark of a Gentleman, to 
have ſerved an Apprenticeſhip in a Brothel; the filthieſt 
Jeſts of the Stew (if low Oꝶſcenity can be a Jeſt) were 
nauſeouſſy obtruded on the Company, All the made 
Part were offended and grieved; while the other beſotted 
Creatures laughed aloud, though the Leproſy of Un- 
cleanneſs appeared on their Lips.—Are not theſe Per- 
ſons Priſoners of Darkneſs; though blazing Sconces, pour 
artificial Day, through their Rooms? Are not their Souls 
immured in the moſt baleful Shades; though the Noon- 
tide Sun is brightened, by flaming on their gilded Cha- 
riots They diſcern not that great and adorable Being, 
who fills the Univerſe with his infinite and glorious Pre- 
ſence: who is al Eye, to obſerve their Actions; all Ear, 
td examine their Words. They know not the all- ſuffi- 
cient Redeemer, nor the e Bleſſedneſs of bake 
heeyenly: Kingdom. They are groping far the Pri 
N 3 but will certainly graſp the Thorn of Anxi- 
ety. are wantonly ſporting on the Brink of a Pre- 
| 2 are every Moment in Danger of falling head- 
_w into irxetrievable Rem, anode /5 Deſpair. 3 
: 2 Tur 
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Tuer have forced me out, and are, perhaps, derid- 
ing me in my Abſence : are charging my Reverence for 
the ever-preſent GOD, and my Concern for the Dig- 
nity of our ratioral Nature, to the Account of Humour 
and Singularity ; to Narrowneſs of Thought, or Sbur- 
neſs of Temper.— Be it ſo—1 will indulge no Indigna- 
tion againſt them. If any Thing like it bould ariſe, I 
will convert it into Prayer Pity them, O Thou Fa- 
te ther of Mercies Sher them the Madneſs of their 
* Profanenefs !—Shew them the Baſeneſs of their vile 
« Ribaldry ! Let -their diffolite Rant be turned into 
«ſilent Sorrow and Confuſftan. Till they open their 
Lips, to adore thine inſulted Majeſty, and to implore 
te thy gracious Pardon. Till they devote to thy Ser- 
« vice, thoſe ſocial Hours, and thoſe ſuperior Faculties, 
<« which they are now abufing—to the diſhonour of thy 
Name — to the Contamination of their own Souls 
« and (unleſs timely Repentance intervene) to their ever- 

<«- laſting Infamy and Perdition.” 

Ir home amidſt the gloomy Void. All aarkling 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce difcern my Horſe's Head; 
and only gueſs out my blind Road. No Companion, bur 
Danger; or, perhaps, Deſtruction ready at my Side “.“ 
— But, why do I tanſy myſelf ſolitary? Is not the Fa- 
ther of Lights; the Gop of my Life ; the great and 
everlaſting Friend; always at my Right-hand? Becauſe' 
the Day is excluded, is his Omnipreſence vacated ? 
Though I have no earthly Acquaintance near, to afſiſt 
in caſe of a Misfortune ; or to beguile the Time, and 
divert uncafy Suſpicions, by entertaining Conferences; 
may I not lay my Help upon the Almighty, and con- 
verſe 'with Gop by humble Supplication ? For this Ex- 
erciſe, wo Place is improper ; no Hour unſeaſonable ; 


* Job xvii. 12. 
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and no Poſture incommodipus. This is Society, the beſt 
of Society, even in Solitude. This is # Fund of De- 
lights, eaſily portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A Trea- 
ſure this, of unknown Value; liable to no Hazard, from 
Wrong, or Robbery; but perfect ſecure, to the fer 
Wer. in the moſt darkſome Paths. 
Aud why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with Ae 
of Peril? This Acceſs to Gop, is hot only an indefea- 
ſible Privilege, but a kind of ambulatory Garriſon. Thoſe, 
who make known their Requeſts unto Gon, and rely 
upon his protecting Care; He gives bis Angels Charge over 
their Welfare, His Angels are oommiſſioned, to eſcort 
them in their Travelling; and to hold up their Goings, 
that they daſn not their Foot againſt a Stone . Nay, 
He Himſelf condeſcends to be their Guardian, and “keeps 
< all their Bones, ſo that not one of them is broken.” — 
Between theſe Perſons, and the moſt miſchievous Ob- 
jects, a Treaty of Peace is concluded. The Articles of 
this grand Alliance, are recorded in the Book of Reve- 
lation; and will, when it is for the real Benefit of Be- 
lievers, aſſuredly be made good, in the Adminiſtrations 
of Providence. In that Day, ſaith the LORD, wilt 7 
mate. a Covenant for them with the Beaſts of the Field, and 
with the Foꝛuls f Heaven, and with the tretping Things of 
the Ground ; and they ſhall be in League wwith the Stones 
of the Field f. Though they fall headlong on the Flints; 
even the Flints; fitted to fracture the Skull, ſhall receive 
them as into the Arms of Friendſhip ; and not offer to 
hurt, whom the Loxp is pleaſed to preſerve. 
Mar I then enjoy the Preſence of this gracious Gop, 


. and Darkneſs and Light ſhall be both alike. Let HIM 


whiſper Peace to my Conſcience ; and this dread Silence 
ſhall be more charming, than the Voice of Eloquence, 


* Pal. xci. 11, 12. + Job v. 23. Hol. ii, 18. 


or 
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or the Strains of Mufic. Let HIM reveal his raviſhidg 
Perfection in my Soul; and I ſhall not want the ſaffron, 
Beauties of the Morn, the golden Glories of Noon, or 
che impurpled Evening Sky. I ſhall-igh. only for thoſe 
moſt defirable and diſtinguiſhed Realms; where, the 
Light of HIS Countenance perpetually ſhines, and con- 
ſequenitly—* there is * no Night there.“ | 


How ſurpriſing are the Alterations of Nature I ik 
her, the preceding Evening, plain and unadorned. But, 
now, à thick Rime has ſhed its hoary Honours over all. 
It has ſhagged the Fleeces of the Sheep, and eriſped the 
Traveller's Locks. The Hedges are richly fringed, and 
all the Ground is profuſely powdered. The downward 
Branches are taſſeled with Silver, and the — are 
teathered with the plumy Wave. 

Tux Fine, are nöt always the Valuaòle. The Air, 
ainidſt all theſe gaudy Decorations, is charged with chil» 
ling and anwholeſome Damps. The raw hazy Influence 
ſpreads wide; ſits deep; hangs heavy and oppreſſive on 
the Springs of Life. A liſtleſs Languor clogs the ani- 
mal Functions; and the purple Stream glides but faintly 
through its Channels. In vain, the Ruler of the Day 
exerts his beaming Powers: In vain, He attempts to 
diſperſe this Inſurrection of Vapours. The ſullen, ma- 
lignant Cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops the World, 
and intercepts the Preſpect. I look abroad for the neighs 
bouring Village; I ſend my Eye in queſt of the riſing 
Turret ; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very next 
Houſe. Where are-the blue Arches of Heaven? Where 
is the radiant Countenance of the Sun? Where the 
boundleſs Scenes of Creation? Loſt, loſt are their Beau- 
ties; quenched their Glories. The chronged Theatre 
of the Univerſe, ſeems an empty Void ; and all its ele. 


* Rev. xxi. 26+ 
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gant Pictures, an undiſtinguiſhed Blank. — Thus would 
it have been with our intellectual Views, if the Cgſpel 

had: not come in to our Relief, We. ſhould have known, 
neither gur true Good, nor real Evil. We had been a 
Riddle to oürfelves; the Preſent State all Confuſion, and 
the future impenetrãble Darkneſs, But, the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant Beams, 
has diſſipated the interpoſing Cloud. Has opened a Proſ- 
pect, more beautiful, than the Bloſſoms of Spring; more 
chearing, than the Treaſures of Autumn; and far more 
mlarged, than the Extent of the viſible Syſtem. Which, 

having. led che Eye of the Mind, through Fields of 
Grace, over Rivers of Righteouſneſs, and Hills crowned 
with Knowledge ; terminates, at length, in the Heavens ; 


fweetly loſing itſelf, in Regions of infinite Bliſs, and end- 
leſs Glory. — 


As I walk along the Fog; it 3 at ſome little Diſ- 
tance, to be almoſt ſolid Gloom ; ſuch as would ſhut 
out every Glimpſe of Light, and totally impriſon me in 


Obſcurity. But, when I approach, and enter it; I find 


myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the Miſt much thinner, 
than it appeared.—Such is the Caſy, with regard to the 
Sufferings of the preſent Lite; they are not, when expe- 
rienced, ſo dreadful, as a timorous Imagination ſurmiſed. 
guch alſo is the Caſe, with reference to the Gratifications 
of Senſe ;- they prove not; when enjoyed, ſo ſubſtantial, 
28 a fanguine Expsctation repreſented. In both Inftances, 
ye are graciouſty diſappointed. The keen Edge of the 
Calamity is blunted, that it may not wound us with in- 
curable Anguiſh : the exquiſite Reliſh of the Proſperity 
is palled, that it may not xaptivate our OY and 
——_— chem to inferior Delight. . 


e the Face of 2 2 more pleaſing 
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Evening advances to cloſe the mort ved Day. - The 
Firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on its brighteſt” 
Blue, The Stars, in thronging Multitudes, and with a 
peculiar Brilliancy, glitter through the fair Expanſe. 

While the Freſt pours its ſubtle and penetrating Influ-- 
ence, all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all-the long 
Night, the rigid Æther continues its Operations. When, 
— and flow; the Morning opens her pale Eye; in what 
a curious and amuſing Diſguiſe; is Nature dreſſed! The 
Icicles, jagged and uneven, are pendent on the Houſes. 
A whitiſh Film incruſts the windows, where mimic Land- 
ſcapes riſe, and fanſied Figures ſwell. The fruitful Fields 
are hardened to Iron; the moiſtened Meadows are con- 
gealed to Marble; and both reſound (an Effect unknown 
before) with the Peaſant's haſty Tread. The Stream is 
arreſted in its Career, and its everflowing Surface chained 
to the Banks. The fluid Paths become a ſolid Road; 
where the finny Shoals were wont to rove, the ſportive 
Youth ſlide, or the rattling Chariots roll *. And (what 
would ſeem, to an Inhabitant of the Southern World, 
as unaccountable as the deepeſt Myſteries of our Reli- 
gion) that very ſame Breath of Heaven, which cements 
the Lakes into a cryſtal Pavement; cleaves the Oaks, as 
it with inviſible Wedges: breaks | in. Pieces the 
« Northern Iron, and the Steel even while it builds a 


Bridge of ley Rock, over the Seas f. 


I. Undayue i jam torgo ferrater ſuftime erben, 
I” ills prius patulis, nunc 1 Plauſtrir. 
* * 8 V1Rs. 


+ Job xxxyiii, 30. The Waters are big, locked up * the Cattle“ 
Lips, and ſecured from the Fiſher's Net, as Wells were wont to be 


cloſed with a ponderous and im penetrable Lone. And not only Lakes 
and Rivers, but the Surface of the great Dee) with its reſtleſs and un- 


cantroulable Surges, is taken Captiut Mam by the Froſt, and bound 
in * Fetters. 
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Tux Air is all Serenity. Refined by the nitrous Par- 
ticles, it affords the moſt diſtin Views, and extenſive 
Proſpects. The Seeds of Hfection are killed; and the 
Piſtilence deſtroyed, even in Embryo. So, the Cold of 
Afliion tends to mortify our Corruptions, and ſubdue 
our vicious Habits. —The crouding Atmoſphere con- 
ſtringes aur Bodies, and braces our Nerves, The Spi- 
rits are buoyant, and ſally briſkly on the Execution of 
their Office. In che Summer - Months, ſuch an unclouded 
Sky, and ſo bright a Sun, would have melted us with 
Heat, and ſoftened us into Supineneſs. We ſhould have 
been ready to throw our Limbs under the ſpreading 
Beach, and to lie at Eaſe by the murmuring Brook. 
But, now, none loiters in his Path; none is ſeen with 
folded Arms. All is in Motion; all is Activity. 
Cboice, prompted by the Weather, ſupplies the Spur of 


Neceſſity. Thus, the rugged School of Misfortune; 


often trains up the Mind, to a vigorous Exertion of its 
Faculties. The bak Climate of Adverſity, often inſpi- 
rits us with a manly Reſolution,” When a ſoft and 
downy Affluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the 
generous Springs of the Soul; and have n N e- 
with Pleaſure, or diſſobved in Indolence. 


'« COLD cometh out of the North. ” LP Wide 
having ſwept thofe Deſarts of Snow, arm themſelves 
with Millions of frozen Particles, and make a fierce De- 
ſcent upon our Iſle. Under black and ſcowling Clouds, 
they drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the darkened 
Air. They growl around our Houſes ; aſſault our Doors; 
and, eager for Entrance, faſten on our Windows. Walls 
can ſcarce reſtrain" them; Bars are unable to exclude 
chem; through ere ee they force their Way. Ice 
is on their Wings; they ſcatter Agues through the Land; 


and Winter, all Winter, rages as they 80. Their Breath 
| brad wg 1 
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is as à ſearing * Tron to che little Verdure, leſt in the 
Plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender Plants, 
than the ſharpeſt Knife; they kill their Branches, and 
wound the very Root. Let not the Corn venture to 
peep too freely from the Entrenchment of the Furrow; 
let not the fruit-beating Bloſſam dare to come abroad, 
from their Lodgment in the Bark; leſt theſe murderous 
Blaſts intercept and ſcize the unwary Strangers, and de- 
ſtroy che Hopes of the advancing Year. 

O, tis ſeverely cold! Who is fo hardy; as not to 
ſurink at this exceſſroely pinching Weather? See! Every 
Face is pale. Even the blooming Cheeks contract a 
gelid Hue; and the Teeth hardly forbear chatteting.— 
Ye that fit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your commodious 
Apartments, folacing yourſelves in the diffuſive Warmth 
of your Fire ; be mindful of your Brethren, in the chear- 
lefs Tenement of Poverty. Their ſhattered Panes are 
open to the piercing Winds; a tattered Garment, ſcarcely 
covers their ſhivering Fleſh; while a few faint and dying 
Embers on the ſqualid Hearth, rather mock their 
Wiſhes, than warm their Limbs. While the gerierous 
Juices of Oporto, ſparkle in your Glaſſes; or the Streams, 
beautifully tinged and deliciouſly flavoured with the Chi- 
neſe Leaf, ſmoke in the elegant Porcelain: O remem- 
ber, that many of your Fellow-Creatures, amidſt all the 
Rigour of theſe inclement Skies, are emaciated with 
Sickneſs; benumbed with Age; and pining with Hun- 
ger. Let © their. Loins bleſs you, for comfortable 
carne, Reſtore them with Medicine regale them 


5 This, I ſuppoſe, } is the Meaning of that e e 
| uſed by the Prophet Haballul; who, ſpeaking of the Chaldeans invad- 
ing Juled, ſiys—Their Faces, or the Incurſions they make, fall p 
, mall fwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, the Inhabitants of the 
Country, asd their valuable Effects; ar the keen, corroding Blaſts of 


the Za Wind, deſtroy every green Thing in the Field. Hab. i. 9. 
| i} 
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with Food; and baffle the raging Year. So, may you 
never know any of their Diſtreſſes, but only by the Hear- 
ing of the Ear; the Seeing of the Eye; or the Feeling 
of a tender Commiſeration !=-Methinks, the bitter bluſ- 
tering Winds plead for the poor Indigents. May they 
breathe Pity into your Breaſts; while they blow Hard- 
ſhips into tbeir Huts!-—Obſerve thoſe blue Flames, and 
ruddy Coals, in your Chimney: quickened by the Cold, 
they look more lively, and glow more ſtrongly. Silent, 
but ſeaſonable Admonition to the gay Circle, that chat 
and ſmile around them! Thus, may your Hearts, at ſuch 
a Juncture of Need, kindle into a peculiar Benevolence 
Detain not your ſuperfluous Piles, of Wood. Let them 
haſten to the Relief of the ſtarving Family. Bid them 
expire in many a willing Blaze, to mitigate the Severity 
of the Seaſon, and chear the bleak Abodes of Want. So 
ſhall they aſcend, mingled with Thankſgivings to Gop, 
and ardent.Prayers for your Welfare—aſcend, more 

grateful to Heaven, than Columns of the moſt coſtly 
Incenſe. 


Now the Winds ceaſe. Having brought their Load, 
they are diſmiſſed from Service. They have wafted an 
immenſe Cargo of Clouds, which empty themſelves in 
Snow, At firſt a few ſcattered Shreds come w | 
down. the ſaddened Sky. This - flight Skirmiſh is ſuc- 
ceeded by a general Onſet. - The Flakes, large, and 
numerous, and thick-wavering, deſcend. They dim the 
Air, and haſten the Approach of Night. Through all 
the Night, in ſofteſt Silence, and with a continual Flow, 
this fleecy Shower falls. In the Morning, when we awake, 
what 2 ſurpriſing Change appears - this the fame. 
World? Here is no Diverſity of Colour]! I can hardly. 

iſh the Trees, from the Hills on which 6 
gow. Whach are the ne and W the Bane” 
Where 
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Where are the green Paſtures, and where the fallow 
Lands? All Things he blended in bright Confuſion. So 
bright, that it heightens the Splendor of Day, and even 
 dazzles the Organs of Sight. The Lawn is not ſo fair, 
as this ſnowy Mantle, which inveſts the F ields; and even 
the Lilly, was the Lilly to a e pear, would look tarniſhed 
in its Preſence. I can think of but ove Thing, which 
excels or equals the glittering Robe of Winter. Is any 
Perſon deſirous to know my Meaning? He may find it 
explained in that admirable Hymn ꝰ, compoſed by the 
Royal Penitent. Is any deſirous to poſſeſs this match- 
leſs Ornament? He will find it offered to his A 
ance, in every Page of the Goſpel. 

'Sxx! (for the Eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without view- 
ing again and again the curious, the delicate Scene) 
See! how'the Hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs Veſtals! 
The Houſes are rooſed with Uniformity and Luſtre. 
The Meadows are covered with a Carpet of the fineſt 
Ermine f. The Groves bow, beneath the lovely Bur- 
den: and all; all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining 
Waſte of White.—By deep Snows, and heavy Rains, 
GOD ſealeth up the Hand of every Man. And for this 
Purpoſe, adds our ſacred Philoſopher, that all Men may 
know bis Work t. He confines them within their Doors, 
and puts a Stop to their ſecular Buſineſs; that they may 
conſider the Things, which belong to their ſpiritual Wel- 
fare, "Tag having a Vacation from mn Em- 


„ Can any: Thing be whiter than Snow? Yes, faith David; if God 
be pleaſed to wath me from my Sins in the B'ood of CHRIST, 1 hall 
be even whiter than Snow. Pſal. li. 7. See Page 3 % | 


1 This Animal is Milk-white. As for thoſe Slee} Spots, which We 

generally ſee, in Linings of Ermine, they are added by: the Furriers 
in order to diverſify the Appearance, or "OO the Foe of the 
native Colour. 
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ploy; they may obſerye the Works of his Power, and 


become acquainted with the Myſteries of his Grace. 


Ano worthy, worthy of all Obſervation, | are the 
Works of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſly 


various and perfectly amazing. Ho pliant and duc. 


tile is Nature, under his forming Hand ! At his Com- 


mand, the ſelf-ſame Subſtance aſſumes the moſt diffe. 


rent Shapes; and is transformed. into an endleſs Multi- 
oliciry of Figures. It HE ordains, the Water is moulded 


into Hail, and diſcharged upon the Earth like a Volley 


of Shot; or, it is conſolidated into Ice, and defends the 
Rivers, as at were with a Breaſt- plate. At the bare 


| Intimation of his Will, the very ſame Element is ſcat- 


tered in Hoar-Froſt, like a Sprinkling of the moſt atte- 
zuated Aſhes; or, is ſpread over the Surface of the 


Ground, in theſe Couches of ſwelling and flaky Down. 


Tut Snow, however it may carry the Appearance 


: of Cold, affords a warm Garment for the Cork x ſcreens 


Ic will abide for a while, to exert a n C 
and eterciſe a foſtering Influence, Then, touched by 


the Sun, or thawed. by a ſoftening Gale; the furry Vei- 


ture, Melts. into genial Moiſture ; ſinks deep into the 
Soil andl ſaturates its Pores with the diſſolving Nitre; 
repleniſhing the Glebe with thoſe Principles of vege- 


tative Life, which will open into the Bloom of Spring, 


and ripen into the Fruits of Autumn. Beautiful Em- 
blem this, and comfortable Repreſentation of the Di- 
vine Word; both in the ſucceſsful, and advantage- 
ous Iſſue of its Operation! As the Rain cometh down, 
and the Snow from Heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but *watereth the Earth, end maketh it bring forth and 
hud, that it may give Seed to the Soxver, and Bread to the 
Later: So ſhall my Word be, that goeth forth out of my 


| Mouth: it ſhall not return unto me void, but ſhall accom- 
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phiſh that which — aud ir arg yer in the: Thing 
whereunt I n it. 2 L Rt 33} 24 VE 2W 
Natvar, at length, puts ar her” weid Veil. She 
drops it, in a wicking Thaw. The looſened Snow, 
tolls in Sheets from the Houſes. Various Openings 
ſpot che Hills; which, even while we look, become 
larger, and more numerous. The Trees nA em 
ſelves, by Degrees, of the hoary Incumbrance. / Shock 
from the ſpringing Boughs, Part falls heavy to the 
Ground, Part Rig abroad in ſhining Atoms. Our 
Fields and Gardens, lately buried beneath the drifted 
Heaps, tiſe plain and diſtinct to View. Since we ſee 
Nature once again, has ſhe no verdant Traces, no 
beautiful Features, left? They are, like real Friends, 
very rare; and therefore the more particularly to be 
regarded, the more highly to be valued. Here and 
there, the Holly hangs out her glowing Berries; the 
Lauruſtinus ſpreads her graceful Tufts; and both, un- 
der a Covert er unfading Foliage. The pling oh 
hardy Jy cloaths the decrepit, crazy Wall; nor $. 
from the friendly Office, tho' the Skies frown and 
the Storm roars.— The Lęurei, firm, erect, bold, 
expands its Leaf of vivid Green. In ſpite of the 2 — N 
the repeated Attacks of Wind, and Rain, and Froſt, 
it preſerves an undiſmayed lively Look; and maintains 
its Poſt, while withering Millions fall around. Wor- 
thy; by vanquiſhing the rugged Force of Winter, wor» 
thy to adorn the triumphant Conqueror's Brow.—Nor 
muſt I forget the Bay-trer; which ſcorns to be a mean 
Penſioner, on a — ſunny Gleams;. or, LP 
4 fervite Obſequiou to vary its Ap 
Conformity to the changing Seaſons. Be och 1 Indi- 
. Catians of ſterling Worth, and ſtaunch an 


* Iſa. Iv. 10, 11. 


* , 
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reading a Lecture to the Poet's Genius; while it 


| weaves the Chaplet for his T emples.— Theſe, and a 


ſew other Plants, clad with native Verdure, retain their 
comely Aſpect, in the bleakeſt Climes, and in * 


coldeſt Won pa 


Sven, and ſo ents are les epi of 
8 Underſtanding, and an amiable Temper, The 
tawdry 9 of Dreſs, which catch the un- 
thinking Vulgar, ſoon become ififipid; and deſpicable. 
The 47 Lip and the roſy Cheek: fade. Even the 


ſparkling Wit v, as well as the fparkling Eye, pleaſe 
but for a Moment. But the virtuous Mind has Charms, 
which * the Decay of every inferior Embelliſh- 


"£4 
7 6 1 IU 70 Yi f . 


% 4 How Kitle does. Gon eſteem the Things that Men count 
« great; the Endowments of Vir and Eloquence, that Men ad 
n ſome! Alas! how poor are they to Him! He reſpecteth — 
« any who are wiſe in Heart: they are nothing, and leſs than no- 
Ce thing, in his Eyes. Even wiſe Men admire, how little it is that 
Men know ; how ſmall a Matter lies under the Sound of theſe 
« popular Wonders, a' learned Man, a great Scholar, a great Stateſ- 
«man. How much more doth the all-wiſe Gov meanly account 
f Theſe! He often diſcovers, even to the World, their Mean- 
« neſs... He befools them, So Valour, or Birth, or worldly Great- 
« neſs, theſe He gives, and gives as. Things He makes no great 
ce Reckoning of, to ſuch as ſhall never ſet his Face; and calls to 
«« the Inheritance of Glory poor deſpiſed Creatures, that are looked 
« on as the Of-courings, and Refuſe of the World“. 

AU ſays/ an excellent Author; who writes with the moſt 
amis ble Spirit of Benevolence; with the moſt unaffected Air of 
Humility; and like the Gered Originals, from which he copies, 
with a majeſtic Simplicity of Stile Whoſe /ele# Works I may ven- 
ture to rcο mend, not only as 2 Treaſure, but as a Mine of ge- 


nuine; ſterling, evangelical Piety,—$ece Page 520 of Archbiſhop ' 


Lien ron eld Works, the Edinburgh Edition, Octave: Which 
it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the London Edition does not con- 
tain that Patt of * which has n 


* 
Lit: ment. 


” * 
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— Charms, which add to the Fragrancy of the +» 


lower, the Permanency of the Ever-green. 
+ Svet. likewiſe, is the #Happinefs of the goa” 
Religious; like à Tree, ſays the inſpired Moraliſt, 
„ whoſe Leaf wall not fall.” He borrows not his 
ce from external Circumſtances ; but h 4 Fund 


* 


— * 1 1 fom himſelf *,” Ey Cough 
e @ccidents; He is 1 
by, 


the che Poſ , and richer in the Hage of 
728 are X ſuperior to, as well as nobly i 45 
dependent on, the tranſitory Glow of ſenſual Deligh 5 . | 
or the . capricious. Favours of, what the World call | 
Fortune. | WK. 
IF the Snow compoſes the light-armed Troops of he 
Sky; methipks, the Hai conſtitutes its heavy Artil- 4 
lery f. When driven by a vehement Wind, with what 8 1 
dead Im Pete! does that ſtony Shower All} How | 
it rebounds 17055 the frozen Ground, and rattles on the 
reſounding Dome! It attenuates the Rivers into Smoke, 0 
or ſcourges them into Foam. It cruſhes the infant " 
Flowers; cuts in. Pieces the Gardener's early Plants; 
and batters the feeble Fortification of his Glaſſes into 
Shivers, It darts rts into the Traveller's Face: He turns, 
with Haſte, from the Stroke; or feels, on his Cheek, 
for the guſhing Blood, If he would retreat into the 
Houſe, it follows him even thither; and, like' a de- 
texmined Enemy, that puſhes the Purſuit, daſhes through 
the crackling Panes.— But, the fierce Attack is quick» 


+ He cafteth forth his Tee like Morſals, Pfal. extvii. 47, Which, 


in modern Language, might be thus expreſſed: He poureth bis Hail « 
Jike a Volley of Shot. The Word nn, inadequately tranſlated Mar. 


elt, alludes, I think, to thoſe F ragngat s of the Rock, br thoſ® monk, : 
Stones from the Brook, E in i Day of Battle, the Warri 3 
* 


Au. led from their Sli 
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ly over. | The Clouds hart foon ſpent their Shaft; 
on unſtrung their Bow. Happy for the Inhibirants of 
che Earth, that a Sally fo dfeadfully furious, ould be 
fo remarkably Hort! What elſe coulg endure the Shock, 
, eſcape Deſtruction. 
Bur,gþehold a Bow) of no. hoſtile Intention K 
E w, painted in variegated Oolours, oh the diſburden- 
1 ed Moud. How vaſt If the Extent, hay delicate the 
* Texture, chat ſhowery Arch! It compaſſeth the Hea- 
5 Vens with a glorious Circle ; and teaches us to forget 
0 the Horrazs of the Storm. Elegant its Form, and 

8 rich its Tincture; but more delightful its ſacred Signi- 

'S Keancy. While the Violet and the Roſe; bluſh in its 
. ; beautiful Aſpect; the Olive- branch ſmiles in its graci- 
E ous 455 It writes, in rMiant 27 What the An- 

or” gel in harmonio Strains zy © Peace on Earth, 
| Good-will towards Men.“ Fs the Stamp of 

ot e for the Continuance of Seed- Time, and Har- 
veſt; for the Preſervation and Security of the viſible 


* World “. It is the comfortable Toten f, of a better 
Sͤtane, and a happier Kingdom—a Kingdom, where Sin 
* "ſhall ceaſe, and Miſery be aboliſhed ; where Storms, 5 


. ſhall beat, and Winter pierce no more; but. Holineſs, 4 
.* Happineſ and Joy, like one unbounded Spring, for 
eve, ever bloo m. 
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